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Ban (fee) the Bag!
Teaneck Girl Scouts successfully petition Town Council to pass plastic bag ordinance.

By Caitlin Doran
It was one in a series of packed 

Teaneck Town Council meetings 
when, on July 6, 2017 the Council 
moved to adopt a town ordinance 
officially applying a five cent fee 
to all plastic carry-out bags in 
Teaneck. The Ordinance comes 
after four years of perseverance 
on the part of Teaneck Girl Scout 
Troop 19, who started their plastic 
bag campaign back in 2013, then 
demanded action from the town in 
2015. The ordinance is the first of 
its kind in North Jersey. 

The Girl Scouts first came up 

with the idea of approaching the 
Council with a plastic bag ban 
or fee while working to reduce 
plastic bag use in Teaneck as part 
of their Bronze Award project. 
Bronze Awards are given for 
projects that identify a problem 
affecting a community and offer a 
solution to that problem. 

As regular volunteers at Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper River Clean-
ups, Troop 19 saw first-hand the 
negative impact plastic bags have 
on the environment. “We helped 
clean up the river in Overpeck 
Park in Leonia at a Hackensack 

Riverkeeper clean up. We noticed 
a lot of plastic bags had washed up 
onto the shore. We saw a dead bird 
called a cormorant that was com-

Continued on page 3

The Bag Monster hanging out with 
Teaneck Police Officers. 
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Local Water Needs Stronger Protection
NJDEP’s Renewed MS4 Permits Still Too Weak

By Michele Langa
The NJ Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection (NJDEP)  
recently proposed a renewal to 
Tier A and B municipal sepa-
rate storm sewer system (MS4) 
permits that, while adding clar-
ity and detail to 2009’s permits, 
is still not enough to improve 
water quality in New Jersey. 
More specifically, it is not strong 
enough on the incorporation of 

impaired waters into the permit-
ting requirements or the develop-
ment and implementation of Total 
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL), 
into permitting and planning. 

Generally, a body of water 
can take in and clean out a certain 
amount of pollutants naturally 
based on factors such as tide, 

current, and water temperature. 
However, when the amount of pol-
lutants exceeds the limit of what 
that particular body of water can 
remedy naturally, the waterbody 
becomes impaired. The continued 
existence of one or more pollutants 
in a segment of waterbody qualify 

Continued on page 5
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Twenty Years of Progress, Success, 
and Recognition on the River

Continued on page 31

Here we are in our 20th mid-
summer and there is more than 
ever happening here at Hacken-
sack Riverkeeper and along the 
river. Our Eco-Cruises are educat-
ing another “class” of students of 
all ages and the river never looked 
better. Our Paddling Centers and 
events are putting hundreds of 
people in canoes and kayaks each 
week and of course our Cleanup 
Program is still removing tons of 
trash throughout our greater water-
shed region. 

It’s hard to believe that it’s 
been 16 years since I was named 
to the Meadowlands Conservation 
Trust in 2001. Since then, the posi-
tive change in the Meadowlands 
is clear with cleaner shores and 
waters, more acres of preserved 
wetlands, and more paddling and 
boating through the area. I am 
proud to be a part of the change 
and growth.

I am excited to report that 
Hackensack, Bayonne, and Hud-
son County have all received ap-
provals for NJ Green Acres Grants 
that we wholeheartedly supported 
and endorsed. All of the funded 
projects will improve public ac-
cess to our river, and in the case 
of Bayonne, the funding will be 
used to further improve walkways 
along their Green Coast along the 
Newark Bayshore. 

Despite the dark cloud hang-

ing over the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the 
dedicated staff here in Region 2 
are working with the Responsible 
Parties to move the long-awaited 
Berry’s Creek Superfund remedia-
tion forward. Keep your eyes and 
ears open and check your emails 
for notices regarding a public 
information session in the near 
future.

Another project in the Mead-
owlands that has been stalled for 
several years has restarted and it 
looks like the “American Dream” 
will be completed by early 2019. 
It started over 20 years ago when 
the Mills Corporation proposed to 
build a mall in over 200 hundred 
acres of coastal marshes. Work-
ing in concert with NY/NJ Bay-
keeper, Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC), Environmental 
Defense Fund (EDF), sportsmen’s 
clubs, NJ Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, The Garden Club of New 
Jersey and thousands of our sup-
porters we were able to save the 
wetlands known today as the 
Richard P. Kane Natural Area.

Since 2005, Mills folded and a 
second developer failed to com-
plete the project but after years of 
anticipation the current developer 
is moving forward with construc-
tion. We shall see...

Closer to our mission I have 
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At the Helm
Captain Bill Sheehan
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pletely tangled up in plastic mate-
rial. These plastic bags murder ... 
yes that’s right! I just went there 
… plastic bags murder animals.” 
- Zareena AlShehab, Teaneck Girl 
Scout, Troop 19.

The Troop met with us in 
2014, seeking mentorship and 
help scoping out their anti-plastic 
campaign. From that day forward, 
their hard work and successes 
have been their own!

The Troop began their cam-
paign by giving out reusable bags 
at supermarkets like Stop & Shop. 
From there, they developed an 
informational video; attended 
local green fairs; participated in 
Hackensack Riverkeeper Eco-
Cruises and Clean-ups; and 
performed educational skits at 
EarthFest Overpeck, Riverkeep-
er’s Earth Day festival. They put 
together a public petition and an 
official sign-on letter, signed by 
Riverkeeper and other stakehold-
ers. They even created a website 
dedicated to the cause.

Their diligence and hard work 
paid off just before midnight on 
July 7, 2017, with the passing of 
Ordinance 18-2017. You can read 
the details of the plastic bag fee 
by visiting www.teanecknj.gov 
and clicking “ordinances.” The fee 

will go into effect in 2018, after a 
one-year campaign to educate both 
businesses and customers about 
the change, and to allow time for a 
possible State bill to make its way 
through the Legislature. 

While one of only two mu-
nicipalities in NJ that has enacted 
such an ordinance, Teaneck’s 
plastic carryout bag fee is part 
of a nationwide trend. As aware-
ness spreads, municipalities, even 
states, are moving to tax or ban 
plastic bags. Once one discovers 
the facts about the impact to wild-
life and human health, ordinances 
like Teaneck’s are a no-brainer. It 
is estimated that 100,000 marine 
animals die every year from either 
ingesting or becoming entangled 
in plastic bags. A petroleum 
product, plastic never fully breaks 
down. Rather, it becomes smaller 

and smaller through processes like 
photodegradation, and works its 
way up the food chain, bio-accu-
mulating toxins along the way, un-
til it threatens our food supply and 
impacts human health. You can 
read more about plastic pollution 
and plastic pollution legislation at 
www.trashfreewaters.wordpress.
com. This newly-created website 
is being developed by the steer-
ing committee of the Trash Free 
Waters Initiative Partnership, a co-
alition of government, NGO, and 
thought-leaders working to reduce 
marine pollution in the NY/NJ 
harbor estuary. 

Hackensack Riverkeeper 
commends the efforts of Teaneck 
Troop 19 on their hard work, for 
leading by example, and for show-
ing us that Girl Scouts can truly 
change the world!   

Ban (fee) the Bag
Continued from page 1

Dear Teaneck Friends,
I’m writing to express my gratitude and full support of your efforts to reduce plastic bag 
usage in our watershed! Too many of my relatives and marine animal friends like sea turtles, 
whales, birds, and seals have died after mistakenly eating plastic bags. Plastic bags also 
degrade my habitat and clog up storm water treatment operations that help keep my water 
clean. I simply cannot thank Troop 19, the Township of Teaneck, Hackensack Riverkeeper, 
and all the Riverfolk who supported Teaneck’s plastic bag fee enough!  
Sincerely,
Grateful Diamondback Terrapin 
Meadowlands Estuary, Secaucus, NJ

Troop 19 with panelists and supporters at Teaneck’s Plastic Bag Summit.
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By Michele Langa
The Hackensack River was on 

the verge of making it on to the 
Superfund National Priorities List-
ing (NPL) through the EPA, and 
was a shoe-in for approval prior to 
the November election. Now, the 
River’s listing and the Superfund 
monies that accompany it are in 
danger of disappearing. The con-
tamination that will remain as a 
result of that potential breakdown 
includes substances like cadmium, 
lead, mercury, and dioxin, to name 
just a few.  

President Trump’s proposed 
budget has the EPA losing ap-
proximately 31% of its funding, 
including funds earmarked for 
Superfund cleanups, if approved.  
The EPA is the hardest hit agency 
under the proposed Federal 
budget, followed by the State 
Department at an approximately 
29% cut. Even a lesser cut to the 
EPA, like the 7% cut suggested 
by Congress, would cripple the 
already lean-running agency. 
In fact, according to the White 
House Office of Management and 
Budget, the EPA has accounted for 
0.5% or less per year of the total 
Federal budget each of the past 
twenty years. Putting aside for the 
moment what such a drastic cut 
means for the general health and 
protection of the environment, the 
effect on the Superfund program 
could be catastrophic to waterbod-
ies like the Hackensack River. 

The Hackensack, like many 
urban rivers in the US, was long 
used as the dumping ground 
by the industrial sites along its 
shores. For decades before the 
advent of environmental laws 

and regulations these companies 
went unchecked, dumping barrels 
of chemical waste into the water 
creating makeshift landfills. The 
worst offenses have long since 
ceased, the companies have closed 
or moved away, but the River 
remains impaired by chemicals 
like mercury and cadmium deep in 
its sediment. Superfund listing is 
designed to address the worst hit 
areas of sediment with a targeted, 
intense cleanup meant to swiftly 
remove the contamination with as 
little harm done to the surrounding 
water as possible. 

The Superfund program exists 
through the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act (CERCLA), 
enacted in 1980. As the title of the 
Act suggests, it was designed to 
enable the EPA to respond swiftly 
to environmental emergencies, 
compensate injured parties, and 
assign liability to those respon-
sible. However, the success of the 
Superfund program hinges on the 
availability of funds to enable the 
initiation of costly cleanups and 
emergency response actions. With 

a cut as deep as 31%, the EPA 
could lose an alarming number of 
employees, many of whom make 
running the Superfund program 
possible. Without sufficient fund-
ing, the program will falter. At 
best, only the most severe emer-
gency spills or contamination 
events will see remediation. Only 
the worst-case scenarios will be 
addressed; and sites in desperate 
or near-desperate need of assis-
tance, like the Hackensack River, 
will suffer the consequences. 

Targeted cleanup of the Hack-
ensack River through a Superfund 
designation is no longer a given, 
even after years of campaign-
ing for that result and a year’s 
worth of sediment testing that 
produced alarming results. The 
listing’s approval is currently 
pending a thorough review of the 
EPA’s studies of the Hackensack 
River by both the NJ Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP) and the EPA. Ultimately, 
the NJDEP must give its approval 
to the EPA before the River can 
officially be listed to the NPL. Lo-
cal municipalities have expressed 
their support of the listing through 
official resolutions, sending copies 
off to the EPA, NJDEP, and the 
Governor’s office. Hackensack 
Riverkeeper continues to fight for 
the listing of the River as well, 
and will make its voice heard at 
every opportunity. 

We hope to have an update for 
you in our next issue.

To learn more about the EPA’s 
Superfund program and site up-
dates, visit their Superfund page 
at: https://www.epa.gov/super-
fund.    

Superfund at Risk Under New Administration
Making America Great Again by Gutting the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)?
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Stronger Water Protection 
Continued from page 1

that segment as impaired under The 
Clean Water Act and require the 
development of a TMDL to restore 
the water’s quality back to a fish-
able, swimmable standard. 

A TMDL is a calculation of the 
maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can receive daily 
and establishes the maximum 
amount of each pollutant a body 
of water can handle and still meet 
or exceed the state’s water quality 
standards. Collectively, municipal-
ities should use TMDLs to apply 
discharge restrictions on pollution 
sources based on those identified 
pollutants as well as incorporate 
the TMDLs into the locality’s 
stormwater management plans. 

Pollution resulting from poor 
stormwater management planning 
is a significant cause of poor water 
quality throughout New Jersey. 
During storms, the rain that falls is 
washed over sidewalks and black-
top into storm drains and eventu-
ally makes its way to a local body 
of water. In a perfect world, this 
would not cause concern. In reality, 
the runoff from local streets, park-
ing lots, and industrial complexes 
contains a wide variety of contami-
nants that wash off into those bod-
ies of water, making them unsafe 
for most recreational uses.

Stormwater runoff poses a 
serious threat to recreational water 
use, whether fishing along the 
shores of the Hackensack River 
or kayaking through the Meadow-
lands. Runoff from industrial sites 
carries harmful chemical pollut-
ants into our local waters, some-
times mixing with human and 
animal waste. Runoff from local 
streets often contains chemicals 
from vehicles, pesticides, fertil-
izers, or deicing solutions during 

the winter months. For instance, 
impairments to the Hackensack 
River range from mercury in fish 
tissue to bacteria like E. Coli, 
fecal coliform, and Enterococcus 
to chemicals like arsenic, dioxin, 
and phosphorus. While the nearby 
Berry’s Creek suffers from similar 
impairments from Dioxin and 
mercury in fish tissue.  All of these 
impairments intensify after heavy 
rains, due in large part to poor 
stormwater management.

The end result of these water-
body impairments is not isolated to 
the occasional restricted access to 
waterbodies. Eating fish contami-
nated by mercury can lead to seri-
ous health issues including tremors, 
memory impairment, and seizures; 
while wading or swimming in E. 
Coli or Enterococcus contaminated 
water can cause abdominal pain 

and gastrointestinal illness rang-
ing from mild to severe in form. In 
many cases, establishing TMDLs 
and enacting effective stormwater 
management plans can significantly 
reduce the potential for prolonged 
exposure to these impairments. 
Without TMDLs and stormwater 
management, the effects of the 
impairments on human health and 
local wildlife increase in severity 
and become more costly and dif-
ficult to remedy. 

Hackensack Riverkeeper works 
with the Stormwater Coalition and 
many local advocacy groups to 
watch over the NJDEP and fight 
for the development and regulation 
of TMDLs and MS4 permits. Our 
work includes providing extensive 
commentary to the NJDEP at every 
stage of the rulemaking and permit-
ting process.     
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Regional Fossil Fuel Update: 

Oil Trains, Pipelines, Barges – and Protests
Too many energy companies ignore trends and cling to outmoded 20th Century ideas

By Hugh M. Carola
Since our last issue, Public 

Service Enterprise Group (PSEG) 
made good on its plan to decom-
mission its Hudson Generating 
Station in June. We’ve been 
watching the stacks come down 
one row of bricks at a time; while 
the plant’s coal pile is removed 
one barge-load at a time. The cap-
tain of the DONJON Marine tug 
Thomas D. Witte recently told me 
that most of the coal would end 
up on the company’s dock in Port 
Newark, NJ because there’s no 
market for it elsewhere. Despite 
what the White House says, eco-
nomics don’t lie. There is no new 
demand for coal. 

There is still great demand for 
natural gas due to its lower price. 
In the Fall 2016 issue, we reported 
on an application by Williams 
Transco to build a 23.4 mile-long 
pipeline under Raritan Bay to 
expand its network to carry fracked 
gas to New York City. If approved, 
construction will disrupt fishing, 
boating and other recreational 
activities for thousands of people 
and disturb 14,000 acres of marine 
habitats. It’s also a step backward 
for energy policy and would com-
mit our region to outdated infra-
structure projects, making it harder 
for renewables to enter the market. 

Williams passed a regulatory 
hurdle in July when the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) comment period closed, but 
they can expect added hurdles from 
our partners at NY/NJ Baykeeper 
and fellow coastal advocates.

Speaking of advocates, on 
July 9, Hackensack Riverkeeper 

joined a coalition of twenty-seven 
environmental, civic, labor and 
progressive groups that took part 
in the first ever Water Is Life Rally 
& Protest Caravan. This event 
brought together residents and 
groups to oppose the three modes 
of transporting extremely volatile 
Bakken crude oil: existing CSX 
“bomb trains,” fuel barges on the 
Hudson River, and the proposed 
Pilgrim Pipeline through the Ra-
mapo Mountains. 

Starting in Mahwah, NJ, near 
the proposed location for the 
Pilgrim Pipeline to cross from 
New York into New Jersey, over 
a hundred people were welcomed 
by Chief Dwayne Perry of the Ra-
mapough Lenape Nation, who also 
presided over a water ceremony.  
Next, speakers Matt Smith, Senior 
Organizer for Food & Water 
Watch – one of the event’s coor-
dinators – explained the dangers 
of an oil pipeline running from 
Albany, NY to Linden, NJ and the 
increasing opposition to the plan. 

“Bakken crude from the pro-
posed pipeline threatens drinking 
water sources in the heart of the 
Highlands and could impact mil-

lions of people in New Jersey,” he 
said. “As a result more than forty 
municipalities located along the 
route in New York and New Jersey 
have passed resolutions opposing 
the pipeline.” 

The group also commemorated 
the Fourth Anniversary of the 2013 
Lac-Mégantic oil train disaster in 
Québec, which claimed the lives 
of 47 people, before moving east 
to Oradell Reservoir, where similar 
“bomb trains” cross weekly.

The caravan moved south 
through Harrington Park, 
Haworth, Dumont, Bergenfield, 
and Teaneck, NJ – all towns lo-
cated within the CSX River Line’s 
defined blast zone – to illustrate 
the danger posed to tens of thou-
sands of people and their water 
supply by the trains’ cargo. 

The group’s final stop was 
Saint Peter’s University in Engle-
wood Cliffs, NJ, overlooking the 
Hudson River as guests of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Peace. 
There, activists celebrated the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s July 30 decision 
suspending a plan to allow up to 
43 more oil barges and tankers to 
anchor and stage in the Hudson 

Coal being removed from PSEG’s Hudson Generating Station
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from Yonkers up to Kingston, NY. 
The day long event concluded 
with an interfaith prayer service.
Here’s where we stand: 
• Barges and trains full of explo-

sive Bakken crude still travel 
through our watershed region. 
On July 13, Governor Christie 
vetoed a NJ Assembly bill that 
would have increased safety by 
providing local first respond-
ers with better info about train 
cargoes. So we’re left with 
the status quo and dumb luck. 
As an example of the latter, a 
railroad inspector discovered a 
2-foot length of track missing 
near the Point-No Point Bridge 
in Kearny, NJ this past winter. 
Fortunately, because oil trains 
travel at “yard speed” when 
approaching and crossing that 
bridge, there was no derailment. 
This time.

• The glut of low-price natural 
gas can be compared to a dark 

cloud with multiple silver lin-
ings. Cheap gas does result in 
less Bakken oil being pumped 
in North Dakota and shipped 
through our state and in PSEG 
decommissioning two coal-fired 
power plants; but it comes as a 
result of hydraulic fracturing and 
the poisoning of forests, farm-
lands, and aquifers across Penn-
sylvania, Ohio and Oklahoma.

• Williams Transco faces a long 
regulatory process before 
achieving a final go-ahead to 
build their pipeline; but states 
have less power over gas pipe-
lines than they do over oil. For 
example, Pilgrim Pipeline may 
prove to be nothing but a “pipe 
dream” because of a New York 
law that requires approval from 
each municipality and county 
along a proposed route before a 
pipeline can be built. 

• The Coast Guard is tasked with 
defending America’s waterways 

against pollution in addition to 
providing Homeland Security, 
drug interdiction, search & 
rescue and other maritime du-
ties. As such, the agency did not 
ignore the 9,636 negative com-
ments submitted (out of 10,212 
total) and did not approve addi-
tional Hudson River anchorages. 
They did the right thing by the 
people and the river.

Lastly, Paula Rogovin, Co-
ordinator of the Coalition to Ban 
Unsafe Oil Trains, shared this story 
from her dad, “Two frogs were 
hopping down the road and hopped 
into a bucket of milk. The first one 
sighed and said he could never get 
out; so he drowned. The second 
frog kicked and kicked and kicked. 
The milk turned to butter and he 
jumped out. I remember how my 
dad would end it by saying, “The 
moral of the story is: Never give 
up.” We won’t, The future depends 
on what we do today. 
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Real Science for Real People 
New Jersey Population And a Housing Crisis

By Dr. Beth Ravit
Nine years ago (Tidelines 

Winter 2008) I wrote about the 
“800-pound gorilla” in the Mead-
owlands District – the number of 
people per square mile. According 
to 2016 census figures, the num-
ber of people per square mile in 
Hudson County is 13,371 and in 
Bergen County is 3,884; living in 
628,400 households.  Collectively 
there are over 1.6 million humans 
(18% of NJ’s population) living on 
the roughly 280 combined square 
miles of the two counties (less 
than 4% of NJ’s land mass). Yet 
in spite of the population density 
surrounding the sensitive wetlands 
of the NJ Meadowlands District, 
and in spite of the potential for 
disastrous hydrologic changes in 
the District as a result of sea level 
rise, the municipalities in our 
region are being forced by the NJ 
Supreme Court to continue to add 
development in order to support 
affordable housing obligations.  

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) defines “affordable” 
as paying 30% (or less) of your 
income for housing, and esti-
mates that in the U.S. there are 
12 million households that pay 
more than 50% of their income for 
housing. HUD (the agency that 
is funding the Hurricane Sandy 
Rebuild-by-Design competition) 
has programs that support States 
in their efforts to provide afford-
able housing.*

New Jersey however, is quite 
unique, because our court system 
has mandated that municipalities 
provide their “fair share” of af-
fordable housing. This mandate is 
supported by both housing advo-

cates and the development com-
munity – groups that are threaten-
ing to sue municipalities that do 
not allow more development. This 
alliance is rapidly changing the 
character of New Jersey, without 
any representation from individu-
als already living in New Jersey 
communities.

The critical issue facing ev-
eryone living in New Jersey is not 
affordable housing – we agree that 
affordable is a good thing. However, 
housing prices and property taxes 
are the result of market forces, and 

adding more people to an already 
overpopulated area is not going to 
fix these economics. In many cases, 
more people with more pressure on 
schools and municipal services will 
make costs go up!

The critical issue is how many 
people can the available environ-
mental resources (water, air, land) 
actually support? Environmentally 
healthy and economically viable 
places must be determined based 
on the carrying capacity of a given 
environment. We can continue 
to expand the number of people 
using limited resources, but we 
need to recognize that in doing 
this, we are lowering the standard 
of living, especially for those at 

the lower end of the economic 
spectrum – individuals that “afford-
able housing” is supposed to help. 
When was the last time that you sat 
in traffic on the Route 3 or Route 
46 bridges? When was the last 
time you experienced flash floods 
or drought conditions? When was 
the last time you couldn’t leave 
the house without coughing due to 
the air quality? New Jersey, I have 
come to believe, has reached the 
point where “the scale and scope 
of human activity have, for the 
first time, grown to rival natural 
processes that built the biosphere 
and that maintain it as a place 
where life can flourish.”  

And so I support the efforts of 
Assemblywoman Holly Schepisi 
(R-39) who wants to rein in the out 
of control affordable housing pro-
gram and rationalize how we think 
about new development. I pro-
pose that residents and concerned 
citizens must collectively challenge 
developers and elected officials 
to publicly define and defend the 
human carrying capacity of the 
Hackensack River Watershed and 
the NJ Meadowlands District. We 
are at a point where the gorilla of 
population size cannot be ignored 
or fenced in with euphemistic 
phrases – the environmental and 
economic future of our state and 
our region hang in the balance.  
We must decide whether we want 
to become a densely populated 
transportation corridor and western 
extension of New York City, or 
whether we wish to retain some 
remnant of the “Garden State” for 
future generations. 
* https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/
HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_
planning/affordablehousing/

“T he scale and scope 
of human activity 

have, for the first time, grown 
to rival natural processes that 
built the biosphere and that 
maintain it as a place where  
life can flourish.”   
        Dr. Albert Bartlett, Physicist
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By Captain Bill Sheehan and 
Captain Hugh Carola 

Since 1994, our popular 
Eco-Cruise program has taken 
more than 50,000 people out 
on the water to learn about the 
Hackensack River, its watershed, 
and the Meadowlands wetlands. 
From groups of school children 
to family outings, we’ve relished 
these opportunities to show off our 
River and teach our guests about 
our work to preserve, protect, 
and restore the Hackensack River 
and its watershed. While we have 
never sold tickets for our Eco-
Cruises, donations were gener-
ally suggested prior to cruising. 
However, a recent change to US 
Coast Guard fee-structure regula-
tions has led us to rethink how we 
provide this valuable service to 
our supporters. 

Hackensack Riverkeeper was 

founded 20 years ago in part to 
provide grant and donor funded 
outreach, education, and a deep-
ened connection to the Hacken-
sack River for all. In that spirit 
of education, connection, and 
outreach, we provide Eco-Cruises 
at no charge to all who wish to 
cruise with us on our River and 
through the Meadowlands. The 
only requirement will be a ticket 
booked at no charge to reserve 
a seat and to allow us to ensure 
that no cruise is overbooked. This 
process will also allow for our 
guests to select a day and time for 
their cruise that is available and 
convenient for them. In turn, by 
providing a point-of-contact in 
this process, it allows us to contact 
guests in the event of a rainout to 
reschedule. Our new Eco-Cruise 
Reservation system will still allow 
guests to book both individual 

seats or reserve the whole boat.  
When you book seats on an 

Open Eco-Cruise or an entire boat 
for a group Charter, we’ll wel-
come you to Laurel Hill County 
Park and escort you aboard the 
Geraldine Theresa and/or Robert 
H. Boyle II for your Eco-Cruise. 
Once on board, you will receive a 
world-class tour of the Meadow-
lands Region along the Hacken-
sack River, including educational 
information, fun facts, and stories 
recounting the long history we 
have with the River. We have 
worked tirelessly for the past 20 
years to better the health of the 
River and wetlands, and we want 
nothing more than to share that 
with you in the hope that you too 
will be moved to do the same. 

In the meantime, check the 
Eco-Program schedule below. 
We’ll see you dockside.   

Eco-Cruises Provide Environmental Education for All
Recent Coast Guard Regulatory Change Leads to a New Eco-Cruise Model  

 photo © Jonathan Green

Sat Aug 19 5 PM E 
Sun Aug 20 5 PM B 
Sat Aug 26 5 PM M 
Sun Aug 27 5 PM M

Sat Sept 2 5 PM E 
Sat Sept  9 5 PM M 
Sun Sept 10 5 PM M 
Sat Sept 16 3 PM B 
Sun Sept  17 3 PM E 
Sat Sept 23 3 PM M 

Sun Sept  24 3 PM B 
Sat Sept 30 Noon M

Sat Oct 7 Noon M 
Sun Oct 8 Noon E 
Sat Oct 14 Noon M 
Sun Oct 15 Noon M

2017 Open Eco-Cruises  Schedule 
leave from Laurel Hill Park in Secaucus

To reserve your Eco-Cruise, 
call Capt. Hugh at 201-968-0808. 

AUTUMN OUTDOOR CONFERENCE

“From Inspiration to Impact in the Outdoors”
Friday, September 29, 2017 at Duke Farms, Hillsborough NJ 

ANJEE presents a day full of programs for educators at Duke Farms, a model  
for environmental stewardship and a more sustainable future. The event will  
feature a wide variety of outdoor sessions designed to educate and inspire  
teachers and nonformal educators alike. Join us!

Register today at: https://anjeeconference.eventbrite.com
For more information, visit 

www.ANJEE.org 

Alliance for New Jersey  
Environmental Education
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There’s an APP for that!
Text RIVERKEEPER to 84483 to receive  
event alerts from Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc.

Text OVERPECK to 84483 to receive alerts on  
Overpeck Park Kayak Center. 
Text PADDLETHEHACK to 84483 to receive alerts on 
Laurel Hill County Park Paddling Center.
Text CALLTOACTION to 84483 to receive Action alerts.

Text CLEANUP to 84483 to receive Cleanup alerts. 

Interested in sponsoring our APP?  
Call Mary at 201-968-0808

Rentals & Guided Paddles Visit our website to 
find out more about paddling opportunities at our two 
waterfront sites. Our Paddling Center @ Laurel Hill 
Park is located at the end of New County Rd. in Se-
caucus. Our Overpeck Park Kayak Center is located 
at Overpeck County Park in Teaneck.

Other Group Paddles  
We have started a Meetup Group!  
We hope to develop this over the coming weeks and 
bring some new group events to the Hackensack. 
Find Hackensack Riverkeeper on meetup.com and we 
will see you on the water!

Group Paddle Opportunities

Remaining 2017 Public Cleanup Schedule

New T.G.I.F. Paddles at Overpeck Park
Join us for a group paddle on picturesque Overpeck 

Creek or in the Meadowlands on Friday evenings. 
We’ve added these evening group paddles for folks 
looking for something a little out of the ordinary. 

Our TGIF Paddles are for adults 18 years + only. 
We urge you to bring a head lamp also. Pre-regis-
tration only, $25 per paddler. Call 201-968-0808 to 
reserve your spot.

Guided Paddle Schedule

TGIF @ Overpeck Park
Fri 9/8 6:00 - 8:30 PM
Pre-registration required.  
Please arrive 30 minutes prior 

Full Moon @ Laurel Hill Park
Fri 9/8 6:30PM Post-Full Moon
Fri 9/9 6:30PM Post-Full Moon

Cleanups The 2017 River 
Cleanup season is well 
underway! Join us and be-
come part of the solution to 
river pollution. To find out 
when, where, and how you, 
your group, or your com-
pany can help, call Caitlin 
at 201-968-0808 or e-mail 
her at Outreach@hacken-
sackriverkeeper.org. You 
can also sign up for this and 
other volunteer opportuni-
ties on: www.Hakensack-
Riverkeeper.org.

Sun.  8/27 11-2 PM* Rutkowski Park Bayonne

Sat.  9/16 10-2 PM*  International Coastal Cleanup Oradell Reservoir

Sat.  9/30 10-2 PM* Surf and Turf Cleanup Lake DeForest

Sat.  10/7 9-2 PM* Mid River Sweep  River Edge/New Milford/Oradell

Sat.  10/29  9-12 PM Make a Difference Day Cleanup Hackensack

Sun. 11/6 12-3 PM Mitzvah Day Cleanup Paramus

* Indicates cleanup with canoes

2017 River Cleanup Schedule
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By Caitlin Duran
More than 3,000 people joined us at the 4th annual EarthFest Overpeck, 

brought to you in partnership with Bergen County. This great event is sup-
ported by our sponsors: SUEZ, PSEG, Inserra Supermarkets, Hackensack 
Meridian Health, Ramsey Outdoor Stores, Xchange at Secaucus Junction, 
Whole Foods, J. Fletcher Creamer, Joseph M. Sanzari, EZDock, and River 
Network. Congrats to our Recycled Regatta – a Waterkeeper Alliance Splash 
Series event – teams: E2K, Rec Redo, Team Collier, Scarlet Pride, and I 
Hope She(ehan) Floats. Thank you to all the performers, presenters, vendors, 
and to our fishing derby partners, Trout Unlimited. See you all at next year’s 
EarthFest!

If you were timid about entering this years Recycled Regatta, keep an 
eye out for our fall workshop on how to get started..  It’s a great family, 
school or community group  project.

EarthFest starts off with a SPLASH!
Festival features a recycling adventure!
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Teams congregate for a safety debriefing.

Brendan Reskakis looks hopeful  
aboard ‘ I Hope She(ehan) Floats’.

Team Collier takes to the water.
Krystofer Collier finishes race 
despite design malfunction.

‘Scaralet Pride’ giving everyone a run for 
their money!

Englewood Recreation in ‘Rec-Redo’ 
before the Redo re-do.

E2K looks ready to win! E2K paddles to victory.

This race is a great learning 
experience for kids of all ages! 
We will run a fall workshop 
for anyone interested in next 
years adventure, allowing you 
plenty of time to design, build 
and test your creation for 
2018’s Recycled Regatta. 
For more info contact Jodi@
HackensackRiverkeeper.org
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Thank you to our Reservoir Paddle Series sponsors

Nine watershed mayors joined us at this year’s Mayors 
Cup Challenge, one of the highlights of the Oradell Res-
ervoir Challenge. Congrats to winning mayor, 
John Glidden! SUEZ doubled their fun with two Corporate Cup teams.

Volunteer Jen Romanoff and friend 
Alexis Goeble wanted to stand out in 
the 5K, they tandem-ed in tutues.

Mike Mazur paddling to a 2nd place  
finish in the 10K Speciality Class. 

Lisa Cuoco happy at the finish of 
the 5K.

Registration volunteers and staff get 
the racers numbered and Tee-ed up.

2017  •  Reservoir Paddle Series

By Caitlin Doran
Between the 5 and 10-K races, the Mayors Cup Challenge, the 

Corporate Cup Challenge, the open paddle and the various landside 
activities, our 9th Annual Oradell Reservoir Challenge was packed 
with activity! One hundred paddlers turned out to enjoy their local 
waterway on June 3rd. We are grateful to SUEZ for partnering with 
us, to our sponsors, to WANDA Canoe Club for assisting with the 
races, to our EMS and safety boat volunteers, and to Inserra Super-
markets for providing lunch for all!  
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Oradell’s Fun Challenges of 2017
Oradel Reservoir Challenge, Mayor’s Race and Corporate Cup....
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Reservoir Challenge Race Results
FEMALE
Single Kayak 5K CLASS # Time Place

Audrey Ruzin SK1 233 44:39    1 
Lisa Cuoco SK1 234 51:37    2

MALE
Single Kayak 5K CLASS # Time Place

Sergei Perotine SK1 232 39:30 1 
Paul Wagner SK1 240 41:55 2

Jon Muller SK2 238 32:00 1 
Igor Ioshpa SK2 237 36:40 2 
Andy Anderson SK2 236 41:46 3

Mike Mazur Jr. Speciality 241 34:50 1 
David Lewis  Speciality  231 40:14 2

Tandem Kayak 5K # Time  Place

John Birkner &  239 38:00       1 
   Kyle Birkner

Jonathan Yohanan &  235 49:55       2 
   Shelby Brown

Jennifer Romanoff &  230 1:11:35       3 
   Alexis Goebel 

   
10K CLASS # Time Place

Akif Zaman SK1 9 1:25:20 1 
Steve Jansson SK1 10 1:26:39 2

Gerald Kastner SK2 1 1:04:40 1

John Ponticorvo  Speciality 8 1:05:20 1 
Mike Mazur Speciality 12 1:10:25 2 
Linda Lensch &   Speciality 11 1:13:10 3 
   Chondrea Richard  

Corporate Cup Relay Race
Place Entrant Time 

 1 United EVENTures 36:12

 2.  Scarinci Hollenbeck  37:30

 3.  SUEZ   (Purple team)  38:15

 4.  SUEZ   (Green team)  42:50

 5.  Blue Earth Labs  46:54

(Alternating ½ and ¼ mile legs)

Mayors Race
 Place Town Mayor Time 

 1 Closter  Mayor John C. Glidden 3:52

 2 New Milford Councilman Al Alonso 3:54 
   paddling for Mayor Ann Subrizi: 

 3 Westwood Mayor John Birkner 3:55

 4 Demarest Mayor Raymond Cywinski 3:55

 5 Bergenfield Mayor Norman Schmelz 4:15

 6 Emerson  Mayor Lou Lamatina 4:27

 7 Haworth Mayor John Smart  4:34

 8 Old Tappan Councilman Thomas Gallagher 4:43 
   paddling for Mayor John Kramer 

 9 Oradell Council President Tracy Schoenberg 5:21 
   paddling for Mayor Dianne Didio: 

WANDA Canoe and Kayak Club members showed up 
enforce to support the Hackensack Riverkeeper. Below 
Linda Lensch and Chondrea Richard displaying great 
form aboard their speciality tandem kayak.

Captain Bill presents Mayors Cup to first 
time winner Mayor John C. Glidden

Riverkeeper Captain Bill with Team United EVENTures 
the winners of the Corporate Cup Relay Race.  
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Snapshots from Lake DeForest
Snapshots of a day on the reservoir 

By Jodi Jamieson
You usually don’t see boats out on Lake 

DeForest. That is because this lake is actually a 
reservoir that was created in 1956 by the Hack-
ensack Water Company to provide water for the 
ever growing population of Rockland and Bergen 
counties. Access to this drinking water source 
is now controlled and restricted by SUEZ Water 
NY. However, once a year the company partners 
with Hackensack Riverkeeper and allows public 
access to the lake for special paddle experience. 

On Saturday, June 10 we held our 3rd Annual 
Lake DeForest Day that enabled 150 people to 
paddle the lake and enjoy it’s tranquil beauty. We 
also interjected a little community fun by hosting 
the Supervisor’s Cup race. This fun event allows 
local town supervisors to compete for the brag-
ging rights of the coveted silver cup. 

Our longtime volunteer Peter Putnum cap-
tured some of the beauty and tranquil moments 
of the day. And we’d like to encourage you all to 
join us next year for a day on this lovely lake. 

A special thank you to all our sponsors of 
the Reservoir Paddle Series for providing this 
rare  and delightful opportunity.      

Small Group • Lake DeForest offers awesome views.

Photos on this page©Peter Putnam    To see Peter’s photos in color visit www.hackensack Riverkeeper.org

Barely Above Water • Flora on the banks.

Side by Side • Two tandems take to the reservoir.

Peter Putnam enjoys the Lake. Riverkeeper staff at your service.

Resting EgretFollowing the Heron

Dead Calm

2017  •  Reservoir Paddle Series
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some people want to change the 
world and some of us just want 

to make our corner of it a little 
better. Thing is – when enough 
folks collectively work on their 
corners, much can be accom-
plished. With Hackensack River-
keeper, I feel like I am making a 
positive impact on our little corner 
of the world and have seen and 
experienced those impacts. There 
is a sense of pride and gratitude 
when one feels like a part, if only 
a small part, of an organization 
like Hackensack Riverkeeper.

I first got involved when a 
friend and I volunteered at a River 
Cleanup back in the early 2000s. It 
was a natural fit, given the volun-
teering we were already doing on 
hiking trails. Riverkeeper’s then-
everything woman Lisa Ryan’s en-
thusiasm, energy, and purpose were 
infectious and made volunteering 
at more cleanups easy and reward-
ing. The inagural Oradell Reservoir 
Challenge (2009, according to my 
tee shirts) was my transition from 
attending events to helping support 
events, and the involvement contin-
ued from there.

Turning back to cleanups, when 
we look at the watershed, there is 
still an endless supply of garbage. 
While there is less in spots we 
clean up regularly, we must not 

think the battle is won because 
we’ve picked up less than a dozen 
tires and only two dozen bags of 
plastic and Styrofoam. Though 
we have caught-up some, the fact 
that there is still garbage year after 
year means we are only keeping 
pace. Victory can only be declared 
when the garbage stops returning.  

Beyond the tangible results of 
cleanups, it is the positive interac-
tion with the people that hopefully, 
makes them aware and inspires 
them to do more. I learned and felt 
this from Captain Bill and Lisa in 
my early years of involvement, and 
I think we’ve carried this forward 
to the present. I’ve gathered more 
trash than I care to think about, 
supported many events, even 
folded letters. The larger impact, 
for me, would be inspiring others 
the way I was inspired.     

To me, Hackensack River-
keeper is a grassroots organization 
with a tangible mission and focus 
on a corner of the world that I 
can touch and see. Though only a 
small part of the whole, my efforts 
contribute to a result that can be 
seen and in which I can take pride. 
As a Riverkeeper volunteer, I feel 
connected to the organization’s 
many other accomplishments: 
from preserving the Meadow-
lands; to fighting pollution; to the 

Eco-Cruise and Paddling pro-
grams; to bringing the watershed 
back to life, by raising awareness, 
accessibility, and overall health.

One can only hope that Cap-
tain Bill will one day realize the 
true fruits of his labor and enjoy a 
swimmable, fishable Hackensack 
River Watershed. Folks like me 
may not be able to dream the way 
Captain Bill does, nor do we have 
the fortitude to push forward as he 
has. We can, however, recognize 
and share some of that passion by 
giving of ourselves. I am grateful 
for having the opportunity to make 
a meaningful contribution to his 
efforts and for the sense of reward 
it brings. 

I want to add, being recog-
nized here is appreciated, but also 
a little embarrassing when I think 
of others who have done so much 
more to allow me to simply “come 
out to play” and contribute. It’s 
hard for me to comprehend all that 
Riverkeeper has accomplished in 
20 years, and the fact and that I 
have been a part of it for the last 15. 
A truly heartfelt THANK YOU to 
Captain Bill and those who have 
sailed with him.    

SPOT 
LIGHT

Recognizing and honoring  
YOU, our incredible volunteers 
and donors, because we can not 

do this alone!

Longtime Volunteer Jeff Raskin 
Talks Volunteerism and Inspiration  
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2017 World Series of Birding Recap
I’m not gonna lie: it may be fun but it NEVER gets any easier

By Hugh M. Carola
It turned out to be yet another 

tough WSB for your Hackensack 
RiverCreepers. For starters, we had 
massive rains the day before, up & 
down temps and winds for a week 
prior, and an earlier-than-usual 
date (which we’d hoped would 
mean lingering winter birds plus 
a nice push of spring migrants – 
only it didn’t). Then, already down 
a birder with Kerul Kassel unable to 
make the trip up from Florida, Dave 
Kaplan got sick the day before, which 
left Ray Duffy and me. Believe me, within 
our “dynamic” duo, Ray was most definitely 
Batman while I was Robin (or if you prefer, I was 
Watson to his Holmes).

We certainly missed Kerul’s meticulousness and 
skill; and Dave’s ability to pick out ethereal warbler 
songs from amid the incessant chatter of Catbirds, 

Blue Jays and Robins. Speaking of “America’s 
songbird”, Robin was the first bird we listed 

– in my Maywood yard at 4:20AM. We 
called it quits about seventeen hours later 
at 9:15PM after listing an unexpected 
American Woodcock in Kearny.

All totaled, Ray and I found 112 
species – a disappointing seventeen 
short of our record – including first-
time misses of Cedar Waxwing, Scarlet 

Tanager and Black-crowned Night-her-
on, the last one being especially painful. 

You can read more about why I think we 
had such a rough time in this issue’s Field 

Notes column but for this article I’m more than 
happy to focus on the positives – of which there  
were many.

For starters, it didn’t rain. And down at Liberty 
State Park (our newest hotspot) we listed Willet and 
Lesser Black-backed Gull for the very first time, 
putting our 16-year cumulative list at a respectable 
187. Of course many thanks are in order to Ray for 
his talent, birding acumen and real love for the birds. 
He’s been part of a two-person team in the past, but 
never before with me as the other person. Had Ray 
not brought his A-game we might not even have 
broken 100.

Thanks also are in order to our longtime WSB 
Level One sponsor Shop Rite, and our corporate 
partner Toyota of Hackensack for the loan of a 
brand-new Highlander. Kudos also to SUEZ and the 
NJ Sports & Exposition Authority for providing us 
access to three of the most productive bird habitats in 
our watershed: Lake Tappan, Oradell Reservoir, and 
Harrier Meadow. Many of the species we listed were 
ONLY seen at one of those locations.

Of course our biggest thanks go to the many peo-
ple who pledged and donated to support the “Creep-
ers and the ongoing work of Hackensack Riverkeep-
er. At the time I write this, we have definitely broken 
the $9,000 mark in WSB donations. With just a few 
more, we can finally reclaim that ever-elusive $10K 
so if you’d been thinking about it and thought you 
missed it, you didn’t. The books are still open and 
we’ll gladly accept WSB-earmarked donations, all of 
which go directly to help protect our watershed and 
its habitats for the birds – and for YOU     

201-599-3000
www.freedombanknj.com

Freedom Bank proudly supports the 

Hackensack Riverkeeper 
as it works to provide environmental advocacy, 

education and conservative programs 
to the local community.

Willet
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Hackensack RiverCreepers   •   Tally: 112 species

Brant
Canada Goose
Mute Swan
Gadwall
American Black Duck
Mallard
Green-winged Teal
Lesser Scaup
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Wild Turkey
Red-throated Loon
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Green Heron
Yellow-crowned Night-heron
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Northern Harrier
Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
Clapper Rail
American Oystercatcher
Killdeer
Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet 4
Lesser Yellowlegs
Dunlin
Least Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
American Woodcock

Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull 4
Great Black-backed Gull
Least Tern
Forster’s Tern
Rock Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Eastern Screech-owl
Common Nighthawk
Chimney Swift
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Peregrine Falcon
Monk Parakeet
Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Common Raven
Northern Rough-winged 

Swallow
Tree Swallow
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Marsh Wren

Carolina Wren
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Veery
Swainson’s Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Ovenbird
Northern Waterthrush
Black-and-white Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Northern Parula
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Pine Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green 

Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Eastern Towhee
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Boat-tailed Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole

Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

4 First-time listing, 
making our cumulative 
list 187 birds

Other high (and low) 
lights: 

13 Warblers (-7 from 2016)
10 Waterfowl (-1 from 2016)
11 Shorebirds (same as 2016)

First-time no-shows: 
Black-crowned Night-heron
Cedar Waxwing
Scarlet Tanager

The 2017 Hackensack 
RiverCreepers are:

Ray Duffy
Hugh Carola, captain

Our Corporate Sponsor: 
Shop Rite Supermarkets

Our Corporate Partner:
Toyota of Hackensack

Next WSB: May 12, 2018

NJ Audubon Society’s 34th Annual
World Series of Birding

May 6, 2017
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By Hugh M. Carola
If you’ve already read my 

World Series of Birding report, 
you know it wasn’t as successful 
as we’d hoped. You also know 
that we’ve been dealing with 
some fairly strange weather pat-
terns of late. We suffered high 
pollen days in February, three 
days of unseasonable heat in May, 
and a lot of unpredictability; but 
while we can easily switch from 
heat to air conditioning at the 
touch of a button, plants and ani-
mals have it much tougher. 

Consider the many American 
Woodcock that arrived here in 
March (as they have for untold 
millennia) only to be met with 
snow and unseasonable cold that 
made it impossible to find the 
earthworms that constitute the 
bulk of their diet. Or the plants 
that budded prematurely in 
February only to be frost-burnt in 
March.

Of course we can lay a lot of 
blame for screwy weather patterns 
on global warming but some diffi-
culties faced by wildlife may be a 
result of a different sort of human 
activity. Earlier this year an ag-
gressive – and we assume younger 
– female Bald Eagle drove off 
“Alice”, the longtime mate of 
“Al” of the Ridgefield Park, NJ 
pair, resulting in nest failure. 
Oddly, the same thing happened at 
the Duke Farms eagle nest. Both 
incidents had me wondering: with 
over 170 nesting pairs of eagles 
in New Jersey, is our state getting 
too crowded for some species? 

In the mid-1980s all birders 
knew that eagles did not nest or 
roost near human activity. But 
thirty years later we have eagles 

nesting in Ridgefield Park and 
South Kearny; and upwards of 
thirty or more overwintering in 
places like Hackensack, Teaneck 
and Leonia. While the species 
is adapting, adaptation doesn’t 
happen overnight, nor does it 
happen perfectly. Some “get the 
memo” while others still play 
by “old school” rules. While the 
recovery of this iconic species 
is truly impressive, I urge our 
wildlife management profession-
als (who are some of the best in 
the country) to find good ways 
to help their adaptation progress. 
And as far as us nonprofessionals 
go, here’s what we’ve been seeing 
since February…

American Kestrel – On 3/11 
a pair of naturalists in Teaneck 
was treated to the sight of one of 
these small falcons feeding on a 
small songbird in their backyard.

American Woodcock – More 
evidence of a warming climate: 
several Woodcock were heard 
calling at Laurel Hill Park in Se-
caucus, NJ on 2/22 – much earlier 
than ever before.

Bald Eagle –An incredible 
thirty-five eagles were reported 
“kettling” over Lake Overpeck at 
Overpeck County Park on 2/11. 
In April, we learned of the Ridge-
field Park nest failure as described 
above. On a more positive April 
note, we received confirmation 
of nesting at Kearny, Woodcliff 
Lake, and at three Palisades Inter-
state Park (Alpine, NJ) sites. Two 
eaglets were reported at Kearny 
on 6/8; but as of 7/9 none were 
reported at the PIP.

Barn Owl – Nesting was 
noted on the Route 3 Eastbound 
bridge on 4/21. Sightings were 

also reported in May and June. 
Black Skimmer – It was a 

great spring along the Hackensack 
River for fans of this striking and 
unique seabird. At times up to 
forty were seen at River Barge 
Park in Carlstadt, NJ (5/15) and at 
Anderson Creek Marsh in Secau-
cus (6/7). Small flocks were still 
being seen at the end of June.

Black Tern – A rarity in our 
area – and always lucky to find – 
two Black Terns were observed on 
5/26 at Richard W. DeKorte Park 
in Lyndhurst, NJ.

Bufflehead – A late, lingering 
pair of this diving duck species 
was noted in the river off River-
bend Marsh in Secaucus on 6/1; 
and a single male was noted at 
River Barge on 6/22!

Common Loon – Always a 
great find in our watershed region, 
an immature loon was observed 
in the river on 4/21 off Secaucus 
near the Amtrak Portal Bridge. 
Another (the same?) was seen in 
the river near Laurel Hill Park in 
Secaucus ona very late 6/25. 

Cooper’s Hawk – A friend in 
Carlstadt, NJ got an incredibly up-
close view of nature in action on 
3/4 as she watched an immature 
“Coop” feed on a Rock Pigeon it 
had caught in her yard. 

Eastern Coyote – A pair of 
‘yotes was observed in a wooded 
area of Oradell, NJ on 3/23.

Forster’s Tern – Throughout 
May, up to forty-three of these 
gregarious seabirds were seen al-
most daily along the river between 
River Barge Park and Secaucus’ 
Mill Creek Point Park.

Great Horned Owl – We 
received word in early February 
that one of the owls presumed to 

Hackensack WatersHed Field notes
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have been in residence at Borg’s 
Woods Preserve in Hackensack/
Maywood, NJ was found dead on 
a Maywood street, most likely the 
victim of a vehicle strike. On 3/27 
however, two GHOs were heard – 
and seen – at the preserve.

Hooded Merganser – Rarely 
seen in the Meadowlands. A single 
male was nonetheless observed in 
the Sawmill Creek Wildlife Man-
agement Area on 5/18.

Horned Grebe – It was 
springtime for lingerers this year as 
a pair of these winter residents was 
seen in the river off Harmon Cove 
in Secaucus, NJ on 4/27.

Horseshoe Crab –On 6/19 we 
learned that over the past several 
years, breeding horseshoe crabs 
have been documented along the 
eastern shore of Bayonne, NJ. Our 
colleagues at the American Litto-
ral Society have been monitoring 
the population since it was discov-
ered and I plan to share more in a 
future column. 

Large Brown Bat – A single 
bat was observed at dusk in May-
wood on 5/16.

Least Bittern – A prob-
able Meadowlands nester, indi-
viduals of this smallest of North 
America’s herons were seen in 
the Sawmill WMA on 6/25 and at 
DeKorte Park on 6/29.

Osprey – On 2/6 – the earli-
est date ever recorded in our 
watershed  – a single Osprey was 
observed at Harrier Meadow in 
North Arlington, NJ. By the start 
of our boating season on 5/1, 
nine nesting pairs were in our 
watershed: Jersey City, Secaucus 
(2), Kearny, Lyndhurst (2), East 
Rutherford, Carlstadt and Te-
aneck. In addition, pairs returned 
to the Point-No-Point Bridge on 
the Passaic River in Newark and 
Shooter’s Island in Newark Bay, 
plus a nonbreeding pair took up 

residence at the long-decommis-
sioned PSE&G Kearny Generat-
ing Station. Our region now sports 
a record twelve nesting Osprey 
pairs! More to come....

Peregrine Falcon – Early this 
season “Big Mama” and her mate 
returned to the Route 3 westbound 
bridge in East Rutherford. On 
6/13 three chicks were observed 
inside their NJDOT-built nestbox. 
Another falcon pair was noted 
calling and perched on the NJ 
Turnpike Western Spur bridge 
between Carlstadt and Ridgefield, 
NJ on 6/14, and again on 6/20. A 
single Peregrine was seen on 6/6 
mobbing a Red-tailed Hawk over 
University Place in Hackensack.

Red-headed Woodpecker 
– Always rare in our area (and 
ALWAYS a welcome sight), an 
adult was seen near Wannamaker 
Avenue in Oradell on 4/3.

Red-throated Loon – More 
often seen on more open waters, 
nonetheless one of these Arctic-
nesting birds was observed in the 
Sawmill WMA on 5/18. The bird 
continued to be seen at various 
Meadowlands locations through 
mid-June.

Sharp-shinned Hawk – A 
sharp-eyed observer in Maywood, 
NJ noticed a “sharpie” attempt-
ing to catch a meal from among a 
flock of European Starlings during 
a snow squall on 2/9.

Raven – While at breakfast 
on 4/12 a Maywood resident was 
intrigued by the sound of a dozen 
or so Fish Crows sounding their 
raucous alarm calls. Upon inves-
tigating, he learned that instead of 
a hawk or an owl, it was a Raven 
causing the ruckus.

White-rumped Sandpiper – 
An extremely diligent birder was 
rewarded with this rarity after 
spending an eye-cracking time 
scoping shorebirds at Mill Creek 
Marsh in Secaucus on 5/31.

Wild Turkey – Increasingly 
common in our watershed region 
and not unexpected; however 
a large tom was seen in a most 
unexpected place: on Cambridge 
Terrace in Hackensack on 6/16.

Wood Duck – A single male 
was spotted on 5/6 perched at the 
Bergen County Utilities Author-
ity’s wastewater discharge canal in 
Little Ferry, NJ.

Thanks to all our spotters 
and a tip o’ the naturalist’s hat 
to: Anonymous, Jay Auslander, 
Larry Bogert, Dan Carola, Su-
zanne DeToro, Barbara Dobrov-
ics, Ray Duffy, Rich Dwyer, Gil 
Hawkins, Patricia Hilliard, Mary 
Knight, Lynn Kramer, Linda 
Kuprat, Joseph Labriola, Barbara 
Moore, Mike Panos, Bill Sheehan, 
Ron Shields, Don Smith, Cyndi 
Steiner, Christ Takacs, Don Torino 
& Kate Wade. 

Black Skimmer skimming for small fish.
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Volunteer Corner
By Caitlin Doran 

Cooper’s Pond Cleanup – Cooper’s Pond, Bergenfield, April 8, 2017 

We’ve enjoyed a collaborative partnership with EarthShare New Jersey, go-
ing back many years now. Earthshare is a one-stop shop for employers look-
ing to support leading environmental organizations through charitable giving 
and volunteerism. We were lucky enough to be paired with another longtime 
partner, SUEZ, on ESNJ’s Corporate Green Day Challenge, which took place 
on a chilly day at Laurel Hill Park. Our veteran SUEZ volunteers did some 
serious reverse-damage, clearing lots of trash and a cache of truck tires!

This was our first time partnering with South 
Church on their annual cleanup of Cooper’s 
Pond, a picturesque spot off of West Church 
Street in Bergenfield. Thank you to Reverend 
Mark Burnham for inviting us! We made many 
new friends from South Church, the local 
Scouts, and the Bergenfield Garden Club, and 
enjoyed introducing our regular volunteers 
to this new spot! The highlight of the day was 
helping the Boy Scouts dig out a long-stuck 
shopping cart from Hirshfeld Brook, which 
feeds the pond. Very happy we could provide 
volunteers and tools for this great cleanup! 

EarthShare NJ Cleanup – Laurel Hill Park, April 7, 2017 
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Fairleigh Dickinson Cleanup – FDU Metropolitan Campus, Teaneck, April 19, 2017
Despite another windy day that did not allow for canoeing 
on the river through the campus, in our humble opinion, 
this was the best FDU cleanup to date! We had partici-
pation throughout the day from more than forty students 

who ended the day with twenty-five full bags of trash and 
a dumpster’s worth of discarded wood and metal debris. 
Thank you FDU Green Club for coordinating this cleanup 
year to year! 

Apple Cleanup – Overpeck Golf Course, Teaneck, April 14, 2017
After receiving numberous complaints from concerned 
citizens living along Overpeck Creek in Englewood about 
the tremendous build-up of trash in the creek just south of 
Route 4, we scouted the area and determined, yes, it was in 
dire need of a cleanup. It was perfect happenstance when 
the perfect-sized team from Apple reached out to us, offer-
ing help with a project of our choosing. We then coordinat-

ed with folks at Overpeck Golf Course, who were extremely 
accommodating in providing us with access to the creek 
(while keeping safely away from the active golf course). 
The end result was a much cleaner stretch of creek, for the 
time being. We’ve since returned and plan to do so again 
before the end of the season.

Tenafly Middle School Cleanup 
Tenakill Brook, Tenafly, April 26, 2017
You’ll be hard pressed to find a group of young people 
more enthusiastic about cleaning their local waterways 
than the students at Tenafly Middle School. A cleanup of 
the Tenakill Brook has become an annual agenda item at 
the school, and we are happy to support this enthusiastic 
group with materials, guidance, and other resources to 
ensure that they are able to keep the momentum going 
and rid the brook in their backyard of trash, tires, and 
sometimes very odd debris (like bowling shoes)!
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Slam Dunk the Junk – Hackensack River County Park, April 29

Bi-State Watershed Cleanup – Woodcliff Lake, Hillsdale April 29, 2017
Looking for a way to give back and go green for Earth 
Day? Pencil in the Bi-State Watershed Cleanup! This 
multi-town day of action in the upper watershed happens 
on or near Earth Day every year, and is spearheaded by 

the Park Ridge Green Team. Two years running, we’ve 
partnered up with SUEZ for a cleanup at Woodcliff Lake 
Reservoir and, each year, we remove a disturbing amount 
of trash from our water supply. 

We split up the gang on April 29 and, simul-
taneous to the Bi-State Watershed Cleanup, 
Hackensack Riverkeeper was also represented 
at the City of Hackensack’s Slam Dunk the 
Junk event. Dan Willis and Dianne Schwartz 
led a team of volunteers at Hackensack River 
County Park, a beautiful spot tucked behind 
the Shoppes at Riverside, which greatly ben-
efits from a cleanup in the spring and fall. 

TD Bank Cleanup – Memorial Park, Fair Lawn, May 2, 2017
TD is back in the fold in a big way this year, putting together a team to 
clean-up the Passaic River from Memorial Park in Fair Lawn. This is 
another wonderful access point along our sister river, the mighty Passaic. 
Unfortunately it is goldmine for trash floating down from densely popu-
lated areas, like Paterson to the north and west. This group gave it their 
all, though, and brought back canoes full of trash and tires. Thanks, TD! 
We hope to have you back again next year!

Volunteer Corner continued
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Panasonic Cleanup – Riverfront Park, Newark, May, 4 2017

Samsung Cleanup – Overpeck County Park, May 19, 2017

Solstice Cleanup – Overpeck Park, October 14, 2016

There is little more satisfying than reviewing the “before” 
and “after” pictures from a Passaic River Cleanup in New-
ark with our friends from Panasonic. In late April/ early 
May, we meet Panasonic volunteers at Riverfront Park in 

Newark, ready to tackle the trash that’s collected along the 
floating dock, the park, and the riverbank. It’s a big, dirty, 
necessary job, and we are beyond thrilled to have Pana-
sonic’s help year after year. 

Another sizeable Samsung group attacked the trash 
at Overpeck Park on May 19, leaving it near spotless 
ahead of EarthFest Overpeck, our big fesitval at Over-
peck Park the following day. Interesting finds from this 
year’s spring cleanup included huge rolls of discarded 
tarp material, which, when dragged to the dumpster, 
resembled a giant tarp whale! We perform two Over-
peck Park cleanups with Samsung, one in spring and 
another in the fall, making Samsung, in our eyes, the 
unofficial stewards of Overpeck Creek! 

Unilever Cleanup – Overpeck Golf Course, June 15, 2017
Unilever is back with us, after taking a brief hiatus in 2016, 
with three separate cleanups on the agenda for 2017. We had 
another right-sized group at Overpeck Golf Course, tackling 
the redeposited trash from April’s cleanup there. We are cur-
rently in talks with the golf course to hold a cleanup that spans 
the entire stretch of the property. This will require working 
on a “Maintenance Day”, where management has the power 
to shut down operations along spot sections of the courses. 
Pretty cool stuff! Stay tuned!

We put the Geraldine Theresa into service for this cleanup, along with a 
couple of canoes and many “foot soldiers” to remove a dumpster’s worth 
of debris! After the cleanup, it was picnicing and boating aboard Captain 
Bill’s hosed-off and scrubbed-down pontoon boat.
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By Hugh M. Carola 
This time around it came down 

to two applicants. Both posted 
stellar grades (straight As all the 
way) and each had an impressive 
list of environmental extracurricu-
lars and volunteerism. But we had 
to choose and Mr. Peter Prastakos 
of Tenafly, NJ is our 2017 Ron 
Vellekamp Environmental scholar.

Peter was born in Greece and 
immigrated with his family to the 
United States when he was just a 
middleschooler. He overcame the 
initial language and cultural barri-
ers, and embraced his new com-
munity, volunteered in multiple 
local efforts and was voted Class 
Valedictorian by his peers. Some 
of his accomplishments are: 
• Organized Tenafly High School 

(THS) Earth Day celebrations in 
2015 and 2016;

• Secured $3000 in grants to 
design and install water-refilling 
stations in the school, drastically 

reducing the amount of dispos-
able bottles used;

• Enrolled THS in the Sustainable 
Jersey for School program;

• Connected THS with the Bor-
ough of Tenafly Green Team and 
serving as THS representative 
on the team since 2014;

• Represented THS on the Tenafly 
Environmental Commission 
since 2016; and

• Participated in a two-semester 
Science Honors program at Co-
lumbia University.

Peter credits his childhood in 
Greece as providing him with a 
foundation in environmental con-
cern. When he was just eight years 
old, he was affected by a series 
of arson-caused forest fires. By 
age ten he learned about pollution 
and came up with ideas on how 
his family could better reduce, 
reuse and recycle. Donna Lewis, 
THS Supervisor of Students, told 

me that despite her many years as 
an educator, she has rarely met a 
person as dedicated to saving the 
planet than Peter. 

“I couldn’t agree with Donna 
more,” said Captain Bill Sheehan 
after presenting Peter with his 
$1,000 award. “Our movement 
needs forward-thinking environ-
mental engineers to put theory into 
practice and help ensure a truly 
sustainable future.”   

Meet Our 2017 Vellekamp Scholar: Peter Prastakos
Tenafly HS Graduate is Yale-bound, plans to study Environmental Engineering

Captain Bill presents Peter Prastakos 
with the 2017 Vellekamp Award.

Hello Tidelines readers! My 
term as your NJ Watershed Am-
bassador is finished and I’m very 
happy to have completed all of 
the work that I did. Throughout 
the past 10 months I’ve waded 
through muddy waters, construct-
ed rain barrels, educated many 
different walks of life and learned 
a lot about myself as well.  My 
stewardship projects have helped 
cleanup shorelines in both Bay-

onne and Harrington Park. They 
have prevented stormwater runoff 
with the help of over 40 construct-
ed rain barrels. They have tested 
the minds of some of New Jersey’s 
most environmentally conscious 
students at the Envirothon, and 
they have educated over 1,000 dif-
ferent people about the importance 
of keeping our waterways clean.

The one aspect of the program 
that had the largest impact on 

my individual growth was most 
certainly all of the educating I 
did. I taught about keeping our 
waters clean in towns as far North 
as Montvale all the way down to 
Jersey City. Being able to educate 
people as young as 4 years old all 
the way up to senior citizens has 
enlightened me about the caring 
nature of humanity and filled me 
with a desire to continue sharing 
information. I hope that in the fu-

WMA 5 Ambassador Update
Farewell, Stewards!

By Jason Kopacz
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The Annual Captain’s Circle event was 
held on June 22nd at the Hiram Blauvelt Art 
Museum in Oradell. The museum, which over-
looks the Oradell Reservoir, provided a perfect 
setting for the evening. The festivities featured 
presentations from Capt. Bill and the staff of 
highlights of the past year and future goals for 
the organization.  Our prestigious Captain’s 
Circle Major Donor pin and penchant were 
presented to our long time supporters- Barbara 
and Joan Robbins, George Reskakis, Guy 
Baroan, and Investor’s Bank.

Our Major Donors are an integral com-
ponent of Hackensack Riverkeeper’s support 
system and we thank them and all of our 
supporters for all they do for the organization 
and on so many levels.  

If you’d like information on becoming 
a Captain’s Circle donor, please call Mike 
Panos at 201-968-0808 or email him at:  
donor@HackensackRiverkeeper.org.   

Captain’s Circle 2017
Riverkeeper staff all have something to say about clean water at....
Captain Bill Captain Hugh Jodi Caitlin Mike Mary Jen Michele

ture I’ll be able to continue educat-
ing in any way possible.

I’d like to thank everyone who 
attended my programs or who has 
helped me along the way. It is a 
difficult job giving the environment 
a voice but with people like you we 
will always strive towards bettering 
the world around us.  Thank you 
to everyone at Hackensack River-
keeper as well. You helped make 
my term go as swimmingly as 
possible and you continue to make 
the greatest efforts towards keeping 
this Earth clean.   

Students and Jason check on the water 
quality of a local stream by collect-
ing macroinvertebrates, a biological 
indicator for water quality.

Classroom activities can include 
identifying 

Investor’s Bank reps: Angelos 
Kouzinias and Nasya Bailey

Guy Baroan and his wife Marcy

George ReskakisBarbara and Joan Robbins

Brandon Reskakis, Beth George 
and Michele Gillies.

Susan Gordon and Barbara Liati
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The Wildlife Conservation  
& Education Center

Unique education programs conducted by  
“New Jersey’s own BATMAN”

  Better Know a Colleague

      Part eighteen of our 37-part series

By Hugh M. Carola
Pretty much everybody knows about Batman, AKA 

the Caped Crusader, AKA The Dark Knight, AKA 
Bruce Wayne; but did you know that there’s another 
dedicated individual – a real person – who goes by 
that description here in north Jersey?  That person is 
Joseph D’Angeli, founder and president of the Wildlife 
Conservation & Education Center. Joe and the Center 
conduct a wide variety of wildlife-themed environmen-
tal education programs, but the programs that focus 
on bat conservation draw the most attention from an 
increasing number of conservation-minded people.

Dubbed “New Jersey’s own BATMAN” by The 
Record in 1993, Joe became a NJ-licensed chiroptolo-
gist the previous year. He is a member and former 
scientific advisor to the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums’ (AZA) Bat Taxon Advisory Group (BAT 
TAG). He is also a member of the Alliance for NJ 
Environmental Education (ANJEE). 

In 2008 Joe founded the Wildlife Conserva-
tion & Education Center, which is dedicated to the 
conservation of bats (and all wildlife) and to public 
education regarding the importance of what their 
Website calls, “these truly magnificent flying mam-
mals”. Some bat species are major predators of in-
sects and others are pollinators, but all are indicator 

species. Joe, his staff, volunteers, and their family 
of bats educate many thousands of people – espe-
cially children – about the natural history of bats, 
their place in nature, and the many threats they face; 
everything from White-nosed Syndrome, to habitat 
loss, to humans’ fearful ignorance. 

All the Center’s exotic animals – bats included 
– were either born at the Center, or were donated 
from zoological institutions in the US and abroad. 
The Center is fully licensed to exhibit, lecture on & 
study live bats by the NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife, 
US Fish & Wildlife Service, and US Department of 
Agriculture. By the time you read this column, the 
animals will be housed at the Center’s new location 
at 303 Midland Avenue in Garfield, NJ. The new digs 
will allow Joe and his team to expand their programs 
and do even more to benefit bats in the wild. All of us 
at Hackensack Riverkeeper wish them much success.

For more information about Joe D’Angeli and 
the Wildlife Conservation & Education Center – 
including their annual BATSTOCK music festival 
– please visit www.njbatman.com or call them at 
201-257-2231.  
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Elizabeth Salas is our new part-time bookkeeper. A volunteer since 
September 2016, Elizabeth helped out at Riverkeeper HQ, while decid-
ing where her next, hopefully “stressless” chapter of life will take her. 
She comes to us with 39 years experience in the commercial insurance 
industry, having worked for Kemper Insurance,  CNA, and AIG; the last 
as an account manager in the National Accounts Division. In her role, 
Elizabeth worked as the liaison between the insured/insurance broker, as 
well as with the many other disciplines within AIG. 

She is an animal & nature lover, and believes in doing her part 
for the environment around her; she is self-proclaimed “OCD" about 
recycling. Waiting for her at the end of each day is her recently-retired 
firefighter husband, Richard Prisco (27 yrs dedicated service for North 
Hudson Regional F.D.) and their three constant canine companions. Eliz-
abeth loves to garden and assists her friends and neighbors in their “dirty 
jobs.” Between the months of April and October, we are more likely to 
find Elizabeth "playing in dirt” with friends and neighbors than at home. 
When she’s not in the garden, Elizabeth enjoys the vivaciousness of the 
city, long walks, and live music. Through her love of live music she be-
came acquainted with Al & Mary Knight in early 2012 and learned about 
Hackensack Riverkeeper –  a fortuitous meeting, for all, indeed!   

Meet our new Riverkeeper Staff
Michele Langa: Michele is the shared staff attorney for Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper and NY/NJ Baykeeper. Previously, she was a 
legal intern for both organizations and frequent volunteer at Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper’s paddling events. Michele is a graduate of 
Roger Williams University School of Law where she focused on 
environmental and public interest law. Michele is also a graduate 
of John Jay College of Criminal Justice (MA) and Montclair State 
University (BA), where she studied Criminal Law & Procedure and 
English Literature, respectively. Born and raised in Bergen County 
NJ, Michele gained a love and appreciation of the ocean from year-
ly trips to Florida’s Atlantic coast, which is also where she first developed her love of ocean life and a desire to 
preserve and protect the ocean’s habitats and inhabitants. When she’s not working to protect the environment, 
Michele enjoys SCUBA diving, reading, and all things geek - movies, TV, comics, and video games. 

Farewell Balboa We bid a sad goodbye to Balboa in early July. 
He was a fixture around our office (and on our holiday cards!) for many years, 
coming to work with our former staff attorney, Chris Len, and later with our 
Grants Manager Jen Gannett. Balboa was a shepherd-hound mix known for his 
unique vocalizations. He loved going for car rides to the office and meetings 
and it was common for other motorists to wave at or photograph him as he sat 
happily looking out the back window. Balboa loved getting treats and greetings 
from all of us, and walks in the Hackensack River Watershed, the NJ Bayshore 
or in his home neighborhood were also favorites. Balboa is missed by all but 
his legacy lives on. His story inspired the creation of a dog rescue in New 
York, For the Love of Dogs, which has saved many canine lives.

Elizabeth with her canine babies.

Michele in her element, diving in wrecks.

Balboa, looking sweet in his necklace.!
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Frank R. Massaro, Attorney at Law
Over 30 Years Immigration Experience 

Member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association

IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS?

212 244-3998

39 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10006

www.frankcitizenship.com

Summer Intern: Ramapo College, 
Environmental Studies major, 
Christine Guerra, has joined the 
HR summer team. And we are de-
lighted to have her here. Christine 
is an enthusiastic Jill-of-all-trades, 
assisting us with projects that vary 
from social media and marketing 
to environmental education. Chris-
tine has guided middle school 
students through their first real 
chemistry experiments – assess-
ing their river’s water quality . In 
addition, she helped 75 urban stu-
dents connect with nature during 
our UWEP  fishing days. And now 
that the fun part of the program 
is over she has had some practice 
compiling data and analyzing it 
for grant reporting.

Paddle Center Managers: After 
a 32-year career with the US Postal 
Service, Russ Wilke has decided 
to do something he feels passion-
ate about for his Act Two. Work-
ing with Hackensack Riverkeeper 
allows him to feel connected to 
the outdoors and his passion for 
boating while helping others to 
connect to the same.  

Growing up in Rutherford 
and graduating from Seton Hall 
University Russ has spent his life-

time in our watershed. He and his 
wife Barbara live in Moonachie. 
When Russ is not out boating 
or putting folks into kayaks, he 
enjoys spending time with his 
grandchildren and extended fam-
ily, golfing and keeping his 72 
MGB running.

He’s feels very fortunate 
to have the opportunity to help 
Riverkeeper in their quest for 
clean water and better world

Born and raised in Teaneck, 
Sarah Fisher found her way to the 
Hackensack Riverkeeper through 
her love of rowing. Sarah has 

rowed for Teaneck High School 
and Clark University. 

She is always happy to as-
sist others in discovering the joys 
of being out on the water and is 
excited to be a part of the River-
keeper crew helping to celebrate 
the wonders of our waterways. 

Off the water Sarah enjoys 
spending time with her lovable 
cockapoo, Clover, and going for 
long hikes with her friends. 

Riverkeeper’s Summer Squadron
It wouldn’t be any fun without them.

“The experience offered at 
Hackensack Riverkeeper is truly 
amazing and so far I’m loving 
every minute of it.”

Christine Guerra, 2017 HRI Intern

Russ and Sarah, stand ready to help 
at Overpeck Park Kayak Center. 

FREE Family Fun for Everyone!
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Extraordinary Service from  
Extraordinary Realtors

Office: 201-881-7900   
Fax: 201-881-7917

www.VikkiHealey.com

25 West Plesant Avenue, Maywood

RiverFest: Pirates of the Hackensack

                              Fishing Derby
Saturday, September 23, 2017

The Fishing Promenade  
@ Laurel Hill County Park, Secaucus, NJ

Prizes for the:  
Biggest Fish, Most Fish, Best Pirate, and more! 

Dress like a Pirate  
and march in the Pirate’s Parade!

Adult activities also include  
FREE mini kayak and Eco-Cruise tours

Catch and Release Fishing only.
   All bait and tackle provided courtesy of our event partner:
            Hudson River Fishermen’s Association

                                                                               www.PiratesoftheHackesack.com

September 4, 2017 • Rutherford Street Fair
Park Avenue, Rutherford, NJ
www.rutherfordstreetfair.com 

September 29, 2017 • ANJEE Autumn Conference
Duke Farms
Hillsborough, NJ
www.ANJEE.org

October 7, 2017  • Meadowlands Birding Festival
Richard W. DeKorte Park
Lyndhurst, NJ
www.bergencountyaudubon.org

October 8, 2017 • History Through Water
Teaneck Creek Conservancy
Teaneck, NJ
www.teaneckcreek.org 

November 14-16, 2017  
NJ League of Municipalities Conference
Atlantic City Convention Center
Atlantic City, NJ
www.njslom.org 

Upcoming Events

FREE Family Fun for Everyone!
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At the helm  
continued from page 2 

been advised that EPA is continu-
ing to analyze the data gathered 
last year for the Hackensack River 
Superfund project. We are hopeful 
that the next administration here 
in New Jersey will totally support 
the listing so that the process will 
continue until one day our beloved 
river will once again be fishable 
and swimmable. Thank you to all 
of the municipalities that passed 
resolutions in support of listing the 
Hackensack River.

We are gearing up for our 
annual Gala as we continue to 
celebrate our 20th Anniversary. 
We will be returning to Florentine 
Gardens for this year’s event and 

we have a terrific group of hon-
orees as well as some really great 
surprises. The invitations are in 
the mail, Thursday evening Oc-
tober 19 is the date, so mark your 
calendars. Hope to see you there!

On a parting note, over the last 
20 years I have received dozens 
of awards and plenty of recogni-
tion from local state and federal 
agencies and also from other Non 
Profit Organizations.  But in June 
at the International Waterkeeper 
Conference held at Deer Valley in 
Utah, I was very surprised to be 
honored by my peers. 

While attending the Saturday 
evening dinner I was enjoying 
the conversation and camaraderie 
when Waterkeeper Executive Di-

rector Marc Yaggi began speaking 
to the crowd. When I looked up 
there was a picture of yours truly 
on the big screen! What a shock 
when Marc called me up on stage 
and presented me with the first 
“Waterkeeper Hero “ award in 
recognition of more than 20 years 
of work for the Hackensack River. 

To be honored by my Water-
keeper family is the highest honor 
that I could ever dream of and it ac-
tually happened that night in Utah. 
Thank you to everyone at Water-
keeper and at Hackensack River-
keeper for making this happen and 
keeping it on the down low. I was 
completely surprised.  

Be a Friend of  
Hackensack Riverkeeper

Your help is urgently needed.  Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates 
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as 
yourself.  Please show your support for environmental health and 
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a 
donation today.  HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________ 
_____$250   _____$100   _____$50   _____$35    $_______ (other)
_____Amex            _____Visa           _____MC         _____Discover    
Card #__________________________________ V code_________

Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.

Make checks payable to: 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, 231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601

or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/donate.html to donate online.

TL217

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO

Management & General Expenses

Fund Raising

Programs, Services, Outreach

Programs, 
Services,  
Outreach         
80.3%

Fund  
Raising          
10.3%

Management  
& General Expenses         
9.4% 

Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we provide 
award winning Education Programs, inter-
esting Eco-Cruses, community enhancing 
Cleanup Programs and recreational paddling 
opportunities that bring 10,000+  people 
to our river and watershed every year. Our 
dedicated staff and volunteers are proud of 
the positive changes we see as a result of 
years of hard work. Come see the results for 
yourself. Be part of this evolution.    

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2014 Year End Tax Filing
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231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601-7304 • 201-968-0808 • HackensackRiverkeeper.org

Protecting the  
Public’s Right to:

•  Clean, Plentiful 
   Drinking Water
•  Public Access to 
   Local Waters
•  Open Space  
   Preservation

•  Wildlife and Habitat  
   Conservation
•  Safe Boating, 
   Swimming, Paddling, 
   Fishing

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of 

For more information contact:
 Gala@HackensackRiverkeeper.org or call 201-968-0808

Please join us for our 

20th Anniversary Gala
we will be honoring 

James J. Tedesco, III
Bergen County Executive
Excellence in Public Service Award

Wayne Hasenbalg, Esq.
Excellence in Public Service Award

Ramsey Outdoor Stores
Corporate Environmental Stewardship Award

 

Thursday, October 19, 2017
Cocktail Reception starts at 6:30 pm

Florentine Gardens River Vale, NJ


