
By Chris Len
Hello everyone; all you dedi-

cated staff, hard working volun-
teers and dear friends. After more 
than six years as your Hackensack 
Riverkeeper staff attorney, I am 
writing my last article for Tide-
lines. Hackensack Riverkeeper 
and THE Hackensack Riverkeeper 
taught me so much and gave me 

so much over that timeframe that 
the first, last and only thing I want 
to do is to thank you all. Like Obi 
Wan Kenobi, a part of me will be 
with you–always. So thank you all.

We did a lot of good and 
important work together over the 
last six years. We sued New Jersey 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) over its com-

bined sewer overflow permitting. 
Combined sewers have spewed 
tens of billions of gallons of raw 
combined sewage into New Jersey 
waters, including the Hackensack 
River, every year for time-out-
of-mind. Previously, New Jersey 
never required Combined Sewer 
Outfall (CSO) municipalities to 
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Fair Winds and Following Seas 
CSOs and Public Access issues moved forward under our leadership.

Continued on page 3

By Captain Hugh Carola
At Hackensack Riverkeeper, 

we always try to do things with a 
bit of flair. So it should come as no 
surprise to anyone that we picked 
the 45th Anniversary of Earth Day 
– April 22 – to commission our 
newest research vessels, Geraldine 
Theresa and Robert H. Boyle II. 
The event took place at Laurel Hill 
County Park in Secaucus, NJ, the 
long standing location of our field 
office and paddling center. 

Among the local officials who 
joined us at the celebration were 
Secaucus Councilwoman Susan 
Pirro (representing Mayor Michael 
Gonnelli), Wayne Hasenbalg, 

CEO of the 
NJ Sports & 
Exposition 
Authority, 
Bill La Rosa, 
Director of 
the Hud-
son County 
Department 
of Cultural 
Affairs and 
Tourism, and Robert Ceberio, 
former Executive Director of the 
NJ Meadowlands Commission and 
a current Hackensack Riverkeeper 
trustee. 

With everyone assembled 
dockside, Captain Bill and I 
presided over a short ceremony 
where he thanked our guests for 

Introducing R/V Geraldine Theresa and R/V Robert H. Boyle II
Dignitaries and supporters joined us for our Earth Day commissioning ceremony.
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Captain Bill with dignitaries and donors taking  the “Geraldine 
Theresa“on her maiden voyage after the commissioning ceremony.
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Good Things Are Happening Along the 
River in Hudson County 

 At the Helm

A word 
from  

Captain 
Bill

Continued on page 23

The first thing I have to say 
is Thank You to all those who 
supported our Capital Campaign. 
Having our new boats on the job 
means that we’re not only continu-
ing our Eco-Cruise program, we 
are expanding it. 

And speaking of expanding 
programs, the eco-cruise program 
is not the only one that has been 
positively affected by our capital 
campaign. Through the generosity 
of our capital campaign donors, 
we were able to purchase a new 
Ford Transit van, capable of carry-
ing all the tools necessary for our 
cleanup program, thereby stream-
lining it. Before, cleanups with 
canoes required two trailers, two 
tow vehicles, and – harder still – 
two synced schedules. Now, our 
outreach coordinator, Caitlin, can 
operate autonomously and more 
efficiently, and the program can be 
expanded and its carbon footprint 
halved.

I’d also like to update you on 
some public access projects that 

have come together since the sum-
mer began. Once completed, each 
will go a long way toward enhanc-
ing public access along the Hack-
ensack River in Hudson County. 

The construction of the pedes-
trian promenade with fishing ac-
cess is set to begin in Laurel Hill 
Park.  All the design work, per-
mitting, bidding process and final 
approval by the Hudson County 
Improvement Authority is com-
plete. If all goes according to plan, 
the work should be completed by 
October of this year. And when all 
is done, I’ll be looking forward to 
a ribbon-cutting celebration with 
everyone who worked so hard to 
get this project – a direct result of 
our litigation against Honeywell 
International – done and presented 
to the people of Hudson County.

At the northern end of the Se-
caucus waterfront, the Town of Se-
caucus built a large gazebo at Mill 
Creek Point Park. The structure 
overlooks the river and provides 
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use the best available technology 
to reduce overflows or protect 
water quality. 

When we first started this 
campaign, NJDEP’s “CSO guy” 
told my intern to “leave him alone 
and spend time working on some-
thing more important.”  Now the 
NJDEP has written new permits 
for every CSO municipality in 
the state with real, enforceable 
terms and a mandate to come into 
compliance with water quality 
standards. NJDEP even denied 18 
municipalities’ requests to stay the 
permits pending administrative 
appeal. It is AMAZING how far 
we’ve come.

We also petitioned the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to list the Hackensack River 
on its National Priorities List – a 
process that normal people would 
describe as asking EPA to add the 
Hack to the Superfund. Like most 
New Jersey waters, the Hacken-
sack’s sediments are contaminated 
with a whole bunch of toxic chem-
icals, including metals, industrial 
byproducts like dioxins, pesticides 
like DDT, and the ever-popular 
heptachlor epoxide. 

These toxins persist in the 
environment, cycling through the 
food chain and making seafood 
unfit for human consumption. Be-
cause the Hack is dammed below 
Oradell, it doesn’t have much cur-
rent anymore, and the river cannot 
wash the toxins out to sea. Instead, 
the tide tends to simply slosh them 
back and forth.Plants and animals 
that live in the sediment keep 
bringing them back to the surface. 

Consequently, the toxic pol-
lution in the Hackensack River is 
unlikely to disappear in a human 
timescale, and our only hope for 
a truly fishable and swimmable 

river is to force the industrial 
polluters to remove their waste. 
This winter, EPA agreed to study 
whether the river should be added 
to the Superfund, and we expect to 
hear their conclusions in February 
2016.

A third example is our refusal 
to accept DEP’s crappy public 
access rule. The Department 
proposed a rule that would freeze 
public access in most of the urban 
areas of the state – and many oth-
ers besides – at current, unaccept-
able levels. Basically, only new 
development would have any hope 
of triggering new access require-
ments, and since so much of our 
state is already developed, the 
situation would never be fixed.

The state required municipali-
ties to submit access plans to place 
towns further under the Depart-
ment’s thumb. The rule subjects 
towns to the access limitations 
whether they adopted these plans 
or not, and punishes towns that 
refused by potentially limiting 
their ability to receive state shore 
protection funds, dune and restora-
tion General Permits, and Green 
Acres funding.

Over the course of the public 
comment period, it became clear 
that the environmental community 
was united in their opposition to 
the rules. The public, too, was 
soundly opposed. But the sight of 
person after person rising to reject 

the rule was insufficient to deter 
DEP. When the Department finally 
adopted the rule in 2012, only 
Hackensack Riverkeeper and NY/
NJ Baykeeper challenged the rules 
in court.

On May 19, a little less than a 
month before my last day as your 
staff attorney, I argued this case 
in front of the New Jersey Appel-
late Division with co-counsel Ed 
Bonanno (without whom so much 
of my work at Riverkeeper would 
have been impossible, or at least 
much harder, or at the very least 
far less fun – thanks for every-
thing Ed!). How wonderful to end 
my time working for the Hack in 
such dramatic fashion. You can 
never say how an argument went, 
I think, until the court rules, but 
I can say that I think we left it all 
out on the court.

And that’s just three of the 
many, many projects we worked 
on over the years. Thanks to all of 
the Hackensack Riverkeeper staff 
I’ve worked with since 2009, in-
cluding those who have moved on. 
Thanks to all of the volunteers and 
board members – you are an inspi-
ration and Riverkeeper’s greatest 
strength. And thanks especially to 
Captain Bill. I look forward with 
great anticipation to what you and 
your crazy band of misfits do next.

Love always, 
Chris

Fair Winds...
continued from page 1

Newark’s River-
front Park in the 
city’s Ironbound 
neighborhood—  
exactly the sort of 
public access the 
NJDEP proposed 
rules would have 
prevented from 
being built.
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coming, especially the donors who 
made the day possible, referring to 
major donor Donald Nuckel as the 
new “godfather” of Hackensack 
Riverkeeper. For my part, I spoke 
of the vessels’ missions and how 
the most important job they’ll ever 
do is return their travelers back 
safely upon the shore. Then, in ac-
cordance with maritime tradition, 
champagne was poured over each 
boat’s bow as they were christened 
and commissioned.

Captain Bill christened the 
R/V Geraldine Theresa, named 
for the two major donors’ moth-
ers, Mrs. Geraldine Nuckel and 
the late Mrs. Theresa Inserra. 
Mrs. Geraldine Nuckel was in 
attendance and helped christen 
her namesake. I had the honor of 
christening the Boyle, named – as 
was the original – for the vision-
ary man who first came up with 
the idea of a modern-day River-
keeper. Raritan Riverkeeper Bill 
Schultz and our Board President 
Ivan Kossak assisted me.

Afterwards, Capt. Bill and I took 
the newly commissioned flagships 
on their first patrols of the Hacken-
sack River in the company of digni-
taries, colleagues and friends.

We acquired the new boats 
after a successful Capital Cam-
paign to replace our original 
flagships, the R/V Edward Abbey 
and the original R/V Robert H. 
Boyle. Together, they logged more 
than 14,000 operational hours and 
took over 45,000 people out on the 
water before being retired from 
service at the end of last season 
in October 2014. In addition to 
Messrs. Inserra and Nuckel, over 
300 other donors stepped up and 
provided the funding needed to 
purchase the boats – as well as 
a new Ford Transit van which 

now serves as our Mobile River 
Cleanup Unit.

The Geraldine Theresa and 
Boyle II are custom-built Premier 
Sunsation pontoon boats that are 
thirty feet long, 8.5 feet wide and 
powered by ultralow-emission  
115-hp four-cycle Mercury out-
board engines.  The vessels were 
acquired from the manufacturer 
through the auspices of Lake Ho-
patcong Marine, one of northern 
New Jersey’s top watercraft deal-
ers. The European-style Transit 
van was purchased from All-
American Ford, one of our fellow 
Greater Hackensack Chamber of 
Commerce members.

The boats now serve as the 
floating classrooms – the largest 
on the river – for our Eco-Cruise, 
Combination and Urban Water-

shed Education Programs as well 
as other environmental educa-
tion activities. They also serve as 
Hackensack Riverkeeper’s patrol 
vessels, enabling us to deter and 
document water pollution and 
land-use violations. 

“While I’m sure reading about 
our new boats is enjoyable, actu-
ally seeing them and joining us for 
an Eco-Cruise is much more fun,” 
says Captain Bill. “And you’ll be 
amazed at the extra leg and elbow 
room these thirty-footers have.”

As always, you can find 
out everything about our Eco-
Programs by calling or e-mailing 
me at 201-968-0808 or Hugh@
hackensackriverkeeper.org or by 
visiting our Website at www.hack-
ensackriverkeeper.org. 

See you at the river!    

Introducing the R/V...
continued from page 1

Captain Hugh with Geraldine Nuckel, Mr. Donald Nuckel and his son Reilly. 
The generosity of the Nuckels made our new boat acquisition all possible.

Captains Bill acknowledges Ron Sorensen  
of Lake Hopatcong Marine for all his help with  
the procurement of our new vessels.
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Welcoming Spring with EarthFest Overpeck 2.0
The Recycled Regatta entertained spectators and kicked off EarthFest festivities.

By James Malchow
Hackensack Riverkeeper joy-

ously began its outdoor season this 
April at Overpeck County Park 
with EarthFest Overpeck. Now in 
its second year, the festival grew in 
size and impact. The festivities took 
place throughout the park, from the 
Kayak Center to the amphitheater. 

Onstage at the amphitheater, 
festival goers were treated to music 
by The River Acoustic Band, The 
Swippers, and Loretta Hagen. Also 
performing that day were stu-
dents from the Center for Modern 
Dance Education and Jang Star Tae 
Kwondo of Ridgewood.

For hungry guests, food was 
served by the Overpeck concession 
stand, the Empanada Guy, Northeast 
Kettle Corn, Falafull Food Truck, 
Fantastic Thai Cuisine, Jersey 
Johnny’s Grill, and Pizza Vita Pizza 
Truck, with dessert from K&C 
Dippin’ Dots and Ben & Jerry’s Ice 
Cream. 

More than fifty vendors and 
exhibitors participated in the event, 
including over a dozen North Jersey 
nonprofits who educated people 
on issues ranging from honeybees 
to bats to oil trains. Fellow water-
based organizations like the Hobo-
ken Community Boathouse and the 
Hackensack River Canoe and Kay-
ak Club also participated. Among 
the vendors selling goods were Aunt 
Vicky’s Bicky’s Homemade Dog 
Treats, Mudjestic Skincare, Secret 
Garden Soap, and many others. 

Children’s activities through-
out the day helped make the event 
as family friendly as could be. Our 
Watershed Ambassador conducted 
educational games. The Bergen 
County Silent Flyers had remote-
controlled cars for kids to play 

with, as well as an on-the-water 
flying demonstration, and Ramsey 
Outdoor and Trout Unlimited 
East Jersey Chapter held a fishing 
derby. The winner of the derby 
was Mya Park. 

The most exciting activity of 
the day for both adults and chil-
dren was the Recycled Regatta, 
held at the Overpeck Park Kayak 
Center, where for the second year 

teams raced handmade boats built 
out of recycled materials. Three of 
the four participating teams were 
Girl Scout Troops. The strength 
and design of the four vessels was 
tested against one another as a 
large crowd watched and cheered. 
In the end, the winner of the race 
was team Explore 2000, which 
also won the award for Prestigious 

Students from the Explore 2000 school team from Jersey City took first place in 
the race. Their colorful boat made from a discarded plastic playpen and plastic 
tubing won them the “Prestigious Boating” award. 

Girl Scout Troop 124 of River Edge, team Olay Olay, braved the Overpeck 
waters for the second year. This truly recycled boat took 2nd place in the race. 
Their boat made of an assortment of recycled plastic bottles and jugs, received 
the “Floating Van Gogh” award.

Continued on page 6
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Boating. Other award categories 
were the Floating Van Gogh, which 
was won by team Olay Olay, Show 
Boat, which was won by team Big-
gies, and The Leaky Bucket, which 
was won by the RATS Boat. After 
the excitement of the race was over 
our Kayak Center opened up for 
free paddling throughout the day to 
celebrate the opening of the 2015 
paddling season. 

Altogether the festival was a 
fantastic day of fun activities. An 
enormous thank you goes out to 
our EarthFest sponsors, without 
whom the event would not have 
been possible. The 2015 Earth-
Fest Sponsors were United Water, 
PSE&G, Hackensack UMC, TD 
Bank, Haftek Concrete Washout, 
Town Motors, Whole Foods, Ap-
plebees, PuroClean, Select Safety 
Sales, Kulite, Upper Main Alliance, 
Kangen Blue Water, Hula Frog, 
Marriott Hotels, Kearny Federal 
Savings Bank, Kohler Distributing, 
Ramsey Outdoor, and EZ Dock. 
Thank you all very much. 

Thanks also go to all of the 
volunteers who assisted throughout 
the day, along with all the Hacken-

sack Riverkeeper staff, the County 
of Bergen, the vendors and perform-
ers, and to everyone who attended 
that day and helped make EarthFest 
Overpeck, 2015 a great success.

See you again next year!    

EarthFest Overpeck 2.0
continued from page 5

2014

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

LAKE TAPPAN  
PADDLE DAY
Saturday, Aug 15
Rain Date: Sunday, Aug 16

Call 201-968-0808 or visit HackensackRiverkeeper.org for more information and to register.
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Green vendors and food  
trucks set up for  
the second annual  
EarthFest Overpeck.

The River Acoustic Band was the first band up on the main stage performing at 
EarthFest Overpeck

Hackensack Riverkeeper’s booth 
with staff and volunteers getting 
ready for the day.
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WE OFFER THREE DIFFERENT ECO-CRUISE ITINERARIES

OPEN ECO-CRUISES:
Open Eco-Cruises are sched-
uled in advance and are open to 
individuals, couples, families, etc. 
Seats are available for a donation 
of $25 each ($30 for Newark Bay 
trips) and $10 each for kids 4-12. 
To reserve your seats, call Capt. 
Hugh at 201-968-0808. Note: 
Open Eco-Cruises are not avail-
able for large groups.

CHARTER ECO-CRUISES:
Group Charter Eco-Cruises can be 
arranged for any available date/
time other than those listed below. 
An Adult Charter (14 persons max 
per boat) can be arranged for a do-
nation of $300 per boat; a Youth 
Charter (14-17 persons max per 
boat) for $250 – all for the itiner-
ary of your choice. Call Capt. 
Hugh to book.

COMBINATION PROGRAMS:
Combination Environmental 
Education programs can be ar-
ranged for school, Scout and 
camp groups of up to 34 persons. 
“Combos” include a pair of 1.5-
hour Eco-Cruises backed with 
age-appropriate landside activities 
over a 3-4 hour period for a dona-
tion of $300. Call Capt. Hugh for 
more details

MEADOWLANDS DISCOVERY (M) 

This is the original Hackensack 
River environmental education 
tour! Perfect for wildlife-watch-
ing, wetlands exploration and 
learning all about the natural and 
human history of the Hacken-
sack Meadowlands. Be sure to 
bring your binoculars!

BOATING THROUGH BERGEN (B) 

Travel from the southern 
Meadowlands to the heart of 
Hackensack following the route 
once traveled by schooners and 
steamboats carrying cargo to and 
from Bergen County a century 
ago. Plus, we’ll see some great 
birds along the way.

EXCURSION AROUND THE BAY (E)

We motor down the Hackensack 
River to Newark Bay, passing 
tugs, barges & ocean-going 
cargo ships being loaded and un-
loaded, and on to Staten Island, 
NY. On the way back we explore 
the Bayonne Bayshore, home to 
many parks and historic sites.

Eco-Cruises 

There’s still plenty of time to meet us 
at the River. By the time you read this, we will 
have already completed two solid months of Eco-
Programs: eleven Open Eco-Cruises, seven Guided 
Paddles, three public River Cleanups plus a whole 
slew of Charter Eco-Cruises and Corporate-spon-
sored Cleanups.  If you haven’t been out with us yet, 

don’t worry because there’s still plenty of time and 
spots for you & your family, to join us this season.
2015 Eco-Cruises
Join us for an Eco-Cruise aboard the brand-new R/V 
Geraldine Theresa and R/V Robert H. Boyle II. Our 
30-foot twin flagships make the cruises more com-
fortable than before.

2015 Open Eco-Cruise Schedule
Thurs July 16 6PM M 
Mon July 20 6PM E 
Thurs July 23 6PM M 
Wed July 29 6PM B

Sat Aug 1 10AM M 
Sun Aug 2  10AM B 
Tues Aug 4 6PM M 
Wed Aug 5 6PM M 
Sat Aug 15 5PM B 
Sun Aug 16 5PM M 
Sun Aug 23 5PM E 
Sat Aug 29 5PM M 
Sun Aug  30 5PM M 

Sat Sept 5 5PM B 
Sat Sept  12 5PM E 
Sat Sept 19 3PM E 
Sun Sept 20 3PM M 
Sat Sept  26 3PM E 
Sun Sept  27 3PM M

Sat Oct  3 Noon B 
Sun Oct 4 Noon E 
Sat Oct 10 Noon M 
Sun Oct 11 Noon M

To reserve your seats,  
call Capt. Hugh at 201-968-0808. 

Continued on page 8
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Our 2015 Eco-Program Season is Underway!
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Our riverside paddling venue is 
now in its sixteenth year of opera-
tion! Whether you rent or join a 
Guided Paddle, you can explore the 
Sawmill Creek and Anderson Creek 
Marshes, and other great wildlife 
areas. Treat yourself to a heron’s 
eye view of our amazing urban wil-
derness or even check out the NYC 
skyline under a full moon.
CANOE & KAYAK RENTALS
The Paddling Center rents boats 
9AM-6PM on weekends and 
holidays now through October 31, 
conditions permitting.  All rentals 
are to parties of 2 or more adults.  
Like at Overpeck, we don’t rent to 
solo paddlers. 
Program Donation: $25 per paddler / 
$15 per canoe passenger 

(age 7-adult). Reservations not 
required but call the Center (201-
920-4746) to check on conditions 
and boat availability.
OPEN GUIDED PADDLES
Explore the river and its wetlands 
by paddling a kayak under the 
guidance of our expert crew. We 
still have plenty of Full Moon and 
birding paddles for you to choose 
from. All Guided Paddles are 
great for experienced and novice 
paddlers alike, but Full Moon 
paddles are adults only.
Program Donation: $30 per paddler, 
$15 per canoe passenger & $15 
per paddler with their own boat(s). 
Call Capt. Hugh for more info or 
to reserve your spots. 

PRIVATE GUIDED PADDLES
You can arrange a weekend pri-
vate tour for just $25 per paddler 
(minimum: $200).
Laurel Hill Notes:
• All boats must have one legal 

adult aboard.
• All paddlers must be 16 yrs.  

or older.
• We cannot accommodate  

children younger than age 7  
at Laurel Hill.

Remember: Our guides act as 
“leads” and “sweeps”. They are 
not able to maintain a narrated 
tour for the group while paddling.
Your safety as their top priority. 

Paddling Center @ Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus, NJ

2015  
Guided Paddle 

Schedule
@ Laurel Hill Park

Fri 7/31 7:30PM BLUE Moon
 
Sun 8/9 9:30AM incoming tide 
Fri 8/28 7PM Pre-Full Moon 
Sat 8/29 7PM Full Moon
 
Sun 9/6 9AM birding 
Sat 9/26 6:30PM Pre-Full Moon 
Sun 9/27 6:30PM Full Moon

Overpeck Park Kayak Center, Teaneck, NJ
Now in its third year of operation, 
this popular park situated along 
the calm, quiet waters of Over-
peck Lake is our region’s new-
est paddling mecca. Unlike the 
tidal waters of the lower river, this 
impounded waterway is the perfect 
destination for novice paddlers and 
families with kids. Check it out!
CANOE & KAYAK RENTALS
Conditions permitting, the Center 
is open July and August, Wednes-
day thru Friday Noon-sunset; and 
on weekends/holidays 9AM-6PM 
now through October 31. For 

safety we insist that the buddy sys-
tem be implemented, so all rentals 
require parties of 2 or more adults.  
Program donation: $15 per paddler 
for the first two hours; $10 per pad-
dler for each additional hour. Reser-
vations are not required but you can 
call the Center at 201-957-3085 to 
check on water conditions and boat 
availability.
We can also arrange paddling events 
for adult or youth groups. For more 
info or to arrange a group paddle, 
call Capt. Hugh at 201-968-0808.

Overpeck Notes:
• Children 12 yrs. and up can 

paddle a single kayak when 
accompanied on the water by a 
parent or adult guardian.

• Children 8-12 yrs. can paddle a 
tandem kayak or canoe with an 
adult in the rear seat.

• Children 5-8 yrs. ride FREE 
as a Canoe passenger with two 
adult paddlers.

• We cannot accommodate chil-
dren under 5 yrs. at Overpeck.
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This active conservation 
program gives you the power to 
give back to the environment and 
your community. Despite laws to 
the contrary, tons of trash end up 
in and along our waterways each 
year due to littering and illegal 
dumping.  We’re always looking 
for people like you to step up and 
make a difference for clean water.

We provide all the necessary 
equipment and refreshments; all 
you have to do is wear clothes you 
don’t mind getting dirty! There’s 
no cost or registration for indi-
viduals and families; just look for 
our brand-new cleanup van, check 
in with our Outreach Coordinator 
Caitlin Doran, and get started.
Remember: Civic groups from 
local communities are welcome 
at all Public Cleanups. However, 

so that all our volunteers can 
enjoy a fun, safe and meaningful 
experience we ask group leaders 
to register with Caitlin in advance 
at 201-968-0808 and to bring no 
more than ten people. Got a BIG 
group? Caitlin is happy to help 
you organize a cleanup in your 
town.
Corporate River Stewardship: Look-
ing for a green, team-building ac-
tivity that’s fun, meaningful, and 

gets results? Consider joining our 
Corporate River Stewardship Pro-
gram and conduct a river cleanup 
with your employees or members, 
for a nominal donation. 

Each season we engage com-
panies for cleanups with anywhere 
from 10 to 200 employees. To 
learn all about how your company 
or board can join call Caitlin or 
email her at outreach@hacken-
sackriverkeeper.org.     

  2015 River Cleanup Program  

2015 Public Cleanup Schedule
Sat Aug 22 1:30-5:30PM Foschini Park, Hackensack
Sun Sept 13 TBD Lake DeForest, Clarkstown, NY
Sat Sept 19 10AM-2PM Oradell Reservoir, Closter
Sat Oct 3 Noon-4PM KBG Park, RiverEdge
Sat Oct 24 Noon-4PM Johnson Park, Hackensack
Sun Nov 1 Noon-3PM Ben Porat Yosef School, Paramus

Check our website for 2015 cleanup schedule updates
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By James Malchow
On June 6, 2015 over 150 pad-

dlers participated in our seventh 
annual Reservoir Challenge at 
Oradell Reservoir in Haworth, 
NJ. The event featured a 10K and 
5K race, the Mayor’s Cup Race, 
and the Corporate Cup Challenge. 
Food prepared by the Empanada 
Lady and live music performed by 
The Swippers was enjoyed by the 
crowd. The Reservoir Challenge 
was the first of three special pad-
dling days on Hackensack River 
reservoirs in 2015. 

In the Mayor’s Cup, elected 
officials from nine local com-
munities competed against one 
another for the top prize. In the 
end, the victor was Bergenfield 
Mayor Norman Schmelz, who 
knocked Ray Cywinski out of his 
longstanding title. Other mayors 
who participated in the race were: 
Lou Lamatina of Emerson, Ray 
Cywinski of Demarest, Ed Piehler 
of Northvale, Sandy Moscaritolo 
of River Edge, John Smart of 

Haworth, Paul Tamasco of Alpine, 
Ann Subrizi of New Milford, and 
John Glidden of Closter.

This year, for the first time 
ever, the Corporate Cup Challenge 
was held at Reservoir Challenge. 
Participants in the race included 
United Water, HNH Fitness, 
Hackensack UMC at Pascack 
Valley, Grand Dynamics, and 
Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse in 
Oradell. The winning team of the 
2015 Corporate Cup Challenge 
was Hackensack UMC of Pascack 
Valley. The race was a nail-biter; 
the second place team, Grand Dy-
namics, finished only two seconds 
after Hackensack UMC Pascack 
Valley crossed the finish line. Tak-
ing the bronze was United Water.

While the Mayor’s Cup was 
more lighthearted. The more seri-
ous Corporate Cup, 10K, and 5K 
races attracted some very competi-
tive paddlers. For complete results 
see page 11.

After the various races were 
held, an open paddle period gave 

paddlers a chance to enjoy the 
Reservoir at their leisure, which 
is usually off-limits to the public. 
Throughout the day, safety boats 
were at hand in the event of emer-
gency, courtesy of Bergen County 
Office of Emergency Manage-
ment and Emerson Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

Reservoir Challenge represents 
the one opportunity each year to 
paddle the reservoir with Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper. This year’s 
Challenge was sponsored by 
United Water, Bank of New Jer-
sey, Hackensack University Medi-
cal Center, Hackensack University 
Medical Center at Pascack Valley, 
Ramsey Outdoor Stores, Rockland 
Electric Co., Grand Dynamics, 
and The Target Shop. 

The Reservoir Challenge was 
the first installment of our 2015 
Reservoir Paddle Series, the triple 
crown of paddling. The other 
two are Lake DeForest Day in 
Clarkstown, NY and Lake Tap-
pan Paddle Day in Old Tappan, 
NJ. The first-ever Lake DeForest 
Day, which was held on June 27, 
featured guided paddles on Lake 
DeForest in Rockland County, NY.   
Lake Tappan Day will be held on 
August 15. 

Oradell Reservoir Challenge(s)
2015 event grows to include the Corporate Cup Challenge
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Local mayors battle to win the race 
for the coveted Reservoir  
Challenge Mayor’s Cup trophy. 

This year spectators were intrigued by the first time entry of an 8-man 
canoe team paddling in the 10 K Race. Corporate Cup winners with Capt. Bill.
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Reservoir Challenge Race Results

By Hugh M. Carola
This season marks the sixth year in a row that 

Hackensack Riverkeeper has partnered with the City 
of Newark to offer Eco-Cruises on the Passaic River 
and we hope you’ll join us on one. Our trips originate 
from beautiful Riverfront Park located on Raymond 
Boulevard in the city’s historic Ironbound neighbor-
hood. Captain Bill Sheehan and I are again looking 
forward to providing you with a unique perspective 
of the Hackensack’s sister river – a waterway that 
is finally shaking off the insulting description as an 
“industrial river”. 

Four sets of trips will explore the Newark water-
front from the mouth of the Passaic at Newark Bay 
north to the city’s border with Belleville – including 
views of an Osprey nest perched atop the Point-No 
Point railroad bridge. Three sets of Port Tours are 

also scheduled, all of which include an excursion 
(thanks to special permission from the Port Author-
ity) up the Newark Shipping Channel for rarely al-
lowed up-close views of ocean-going container ships, 
bulk cargo vessels, tankers and tugs. 

All trips take place on weekends and are two 
hours long. Here’s the full 2015 schedule: 

 Sunday,  July 5;  2 and 4PM  (Port Tour)
 Saturday,  July 25,  Noon and 2PM (Waterfront)
 Saturday,  August 22;  10AM and Noon  (Port Tour)
 Saturday,  August 29;  11AM and 1PM  (Waterfront)
 Sunday,  August 30;  2PM and 4PM  (Port Tour)
 Saturday,  September 12, 11AM and 1PM  (Waterfront)
 Sunday,  September 27; 10AM and Noon  (Waterfront)
 Costs: $15 per person / $5 for Newark residents

For reservations, contact Riverfront Program Di-
rector Marcy DePina at (201) 341-8311 or email her at 
newarkboattours@gmail.com with the date and time 
of the tour you’d like. This is Marcy’s first season on 
the job, and she’s hit the ground running. Call or email 
her today and we’ll see you soon at the orange sticks!

For complete info about the tours and all water-
front activities at Riverfront Park (including the orange 
sticks), please visit: www.newarkriverfront.org.   

And Now For Something (not so) Completely Different…
Join us for an urban excursion on your Passaic River

Folks enjoy the opportunity to see their community from 
the river on a beautiful day.

FEMALE
Single Kayak 5K CLASS # Duration Place

Maureen McDowell SK1F 251 40:21:30    1
Colleen Lawrence SK1F 252 44:01:83    2
Theresa Schneider SK1F  214 47:44:70    3
Lauren Foley SK1F  209 52:28:24    4

Olga Klein  SK2F 270 40:48:83    1
Herta Dusebout SK2F  208 44:36:10    2
Monica Orso SK2F  213 44:44:99    3

MALE
Single Kayak 5K CLASS # Duration Place

Andy Landberg SK1 272 37:13:12    1
Michael DeGennaro SK1 207 41:56:58    2
Gerard Sora SK1 250 42:38:16    3
Paul Wagner SK1 215 44:30:07    4
Sean Searle SK1 203 49:31:58    5

Igor Ioshpa  SK2 211 35:13:58    1
David Lewis SK2 271 38:53:39    2
Archie Harrison SK2 210 42:21:14    3

Tandem Kayak 5K # Duration  Place

Ken Grillo & Heinz Laue 217 33:24:39 1
Ray Cywinski & Tom Gilmore 259 41:21:12 2
Retty Chris &  Adrienne Wasserman 206 41:34:71 3
Daniel & Eileen Mulcahy  204 48:38:43 4
   

10K CLASS # Duration Place

Debra Anderson SK2 F 7 1:27:30:02 1

Akif Zaman SK1 M 4 1:23:14:37 1
John Gerard SK1 M 20 1:51:18:55 2

Mike Mazur & Team  SP M 8 1:01:28:06 1

Bob & Penny  TK M/F 5 1:39:07:19 1
 Sengsfacken  
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We Got the Band Back Together!
It wasn’t a record-breaker, but our talented team rocked the 2015 WSB 

By Hugh M. Carola
In the days leading up to the 2015 World Series 

of Birding on May 9, I was hoping for a “perfect 
storm” of lingering winter birds, big fallout of spring 
migrants, sunny skies and a good bit of luck. As it 
happens we Hackensack RiverCreepers did have the 
luck but that was about the end of the positives. Win-
ter birds were pretty much gone, the spring migrants 
were stuck somewhere south of our territory, and we 
had morning fog and evening fog with thick overcast 
in between. Such was not a good combination for 
success.

But despite the negatives our stellar team of Ray 
Duffy (Master Birder of the Meadowlands), Dave 
Kaplan (the Principal Birder), and Kerul Kassel (who 
hasn’t missed a single WSB since we formed the 
team in 2001) and our “driver” (me) listed a respect-
able 115 species between 4AM and 10PM. Although 
the results were fourteen birds short of our record, I 
know we did our best. 

What the species list doesn’t show is that the 
birds made us work harder than ever before.  For 
example, thirty-six of them were seen or heard only 
once during the day – either as a single individual 
or as a flock seen only in one place. Eighteen others 
were only found twice. And being “serenaded” all 
day everywhere by loud and ever-present Robins, 
Catbirds, Blue Jays and Warbling Vireos didn’t help 
much either as they drowned out softer birdsongs and 
call notes.

Speaking of notes, do check the WSB highlights 
(and lowlights) at the end of the list because they say 
it all. For example, while it was great to add Red-
Headed Woodpecker to our cumulative list (which 
now stands at 183 species), it was a bummer to take 
three other species off the “seen every year since 
2001” list. Like I said, it was a tough day.

Despite the difficulties, our eighteen hours in 
the field was time well spent thanks to our corporate 
partner (and good friends) at Toyota of Hackensack/
Glen Toyota who lent us a sweet Highlander SUV 
that enabled us to travel the whole time in comfort 
and safety. Kudos to John Perkins and all the go-to 
guys (and gals)!

And we always appreciate our longstanding cor-
porate sponsorship from the good people at ShopRite 
Supermarkets – a company that’s been with Hacken-
sack Riverkeeper from the start – for supporting not 
just the Creepers, but the WSB as a whole. Kudos to 
Environmental Affairs Manager Suzanne Forbes and 
her team! 

But of course, it’s my utterly wonderful team-
mates and our WSB supporters – some of them 
first-timers and some of them longstanding – who 
make the real difference in how the day turns out, by 
transforming birds into cash. At present time, we’ve 
received over $8,000 in WSB income and expect to 
wind up with just under $9,400 to support the on-
going work of Hackensack Riverkeeper to protect, 
preserve and restore the Hackensack River and the 
wildlife habitats within its watershed. And that’s re-
ally close to the magic $10,000 number. So…

If you were meaning to make a WSB-earmarked 
donation and forgot, the good news is that you still 
can. The better news is that it could be you who puts 
us over $10K for the first time in a very long time. 
And the birds will love you for it!     
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Hackensack RiverCreepers   •   Tally: 115 species
Brant*
Canada Goose
Mute Swan**
Wood Duck
Gadwall**
American Black Duck*
Mallard
Northern Shoveler*
Green-winged Teal*
Common Merganser*
Ruddy Duck**
Wild Turkey
Double-crested    

Cormorant
Great Blue Heron**
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Green Heron* 
Black-crowned Night-heron*
Yellow-crowned Night-heron*
Turkey Vulture
Osprey**
Northern Harrier*
Bald Eagle*
Red-tailed Hawk**
Peregrine Falcon*
Black-bellied Plover*
Semipalmated Plover*
Killdeer
Spotted Sandpiper**
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs**
Semipalmated Sandpiper*
Least Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper*
Short-billed Dowitcher*
Laughing Gull*

Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull**
Great Black-backed Gull
Forster’s Tern**
Mourning Dove
Rock Pigeon 
Monk Parakeet
Barn Owl*
Great Horned Owl*
Common Nighthawk*
Chimney Swift
Belted Kingfisher*
Red-headed Woodpecker*✓
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird*
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Tree Swallow
Northern Rough-winged  

Swallow**
Cliff Swallow*
Barn Swallow
Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Common Raven*
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted  

Nuthatch**
House Wren
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Veery*

Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing**
Northern Parula
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler*
Black-throated Blue  

Warbler**
Pine Warbler*
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green  

Warbler*
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
Nashville Warbler*
American Redstart**
Worm-eating Warbler**
Northern Waterthrush*
Common Yellowthroat
Eastern Towhee*
Chipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow**
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow**
White-throated Sparrow*
White-crowned Sparrow*
Scarlet Tanager**
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak*
Bobolink*
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole

House Finch**
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow 

✓First-time listing, 
making our cumulative 
list 183 birds
*Seen only once that day 
**Seen only twice

Other highlights: 
14 Warblers (-2 from 2014)
11 Waterfowl species (-2)
10 Shorebirds  

  (same as 2014)

First time no-shows 
Clapper Rail 
Carolina Wren
Ovenbird 

The 2015 Hackensack 
RiverCreepers are:
Ray Duffy
Dave Kaplan
Kerul Kassel
Hugh Carola, captain

Corporate Sponsor: 
Shop Rite Supermarkets

Corporate Partner:
Toyota of Hackensack

Next year’s WSB: 
May 7 or May 14, 2016

NJ Audubon Society’s 32nd Annual
World Series of Birding

May 9, 2015
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By Hugh M. Carola
A column like this is always 

dependent on the contributions 
of my fellow amateur naturalists 
– for which and for whom I am 
always grateful. In addition to re-
ports that come my way via email 
or phone, I always include info 
posted by Pete Bacinski and Scott 
Barnes at NJ Audubon as well as 
my good friend Judy Cinquina 
with The Fyke Nature Association, 
plus Jim Wright’s column in The 
Record. I try to include as many 
reports as possible but because of 
space constraints, I just can’t use 
them all – which is why you’ll 
tend to read about the more un-
common species or situations.  

Another issue that pops up is 
when I receive reports either after 
the column has been “poured”, 
meaning set for printing, or after 
Tidelines has already gone to 
press. Such was the case with an 
exhaustive winter list provided in 
March by Chris Takacs. Although 
these are the Spring Field Notes, 
I’ve included many of Chris’ ear-
lier observations as they provide 
some good background for more 
recent reports.

And once again, YOU are al-
ways welcome to submit wildlife 
sighting reports. I’m particularly 
interested in animals other than 
birds since we already receive 
plenty of those.  I’d love to hear 
about mammals (especially bats, 
marine mammals & any preda-
tors), fish (don’t worry, I never 
divulge secret fishing spots), and 
anything unusual. And you also 
needn’t worry that I’ll pinpoint 
either the sighting or your home 
address (FYI, those Fish Crows 

listed below are nesting across the 
street from my house. And now, 
for something not so completely 
different…

Bald Eagle – In addition to 
the newly discovered Kearny 
Point pair, the Ridgefield Park 
pair (aka “Al and Alice”) were 
also confirmed nesting in early 
March. By 6/1 both RP eaglets 
were poised to take their first 
flights. Prior to the spring thaw, 
upwards of 150 eagles were 
determined to be biding their time 
along the lower Hackensack and 
Hudson rivers.

Black Skimmer – Unlike 
2014 when upwards of thirty 
skimmers took up pre-breeding 
residence at River Barge Park in 
Carlstadt, we’ve had these birds 
all season long. As many as eigh-
teen have been observed at any 
one time.

Common Raven – A single 
raven was observed at Laurel Hill 
County Park in Secaucus on 4/18. 
The longstanding nest site appears 
to have been abandoned due to the 
presence of Peregrine Falcons*. 

Eastern Coyote – A single 
animal was observed in late March 
on Ross Avenue in Hackensack, 
NJ on 5/10. Another was spotted 
in Maywood near Borg’s Woods 
Preserve on 6/29.

Fish Crow – On 3/21 a nest-
ing pair was rediscovered, hav-
ing returned to the Maywood, NJ 
neighborhood where they success-
fully raised a brood in 2014.

Forster’s Tern – A large and 
raucous group of these seabirds 
took up residence along the river 
beginning in May & continuing 
through July, splitting their time 
between River Barge Park and 

Mill Creek Point Park in Secau-
cus,

Great Egret – The first report 
of the season came from just 
outside DeKorte Park in Lynd-
hurst on 3/31. Numerous adults in 
breeding plumage were observed 
throughout the Meadowlands 
region during May and June.

Great Horned Owl – We re-
ceived two early spring reports of 
GHOs: one of an individual calling 
in Hackensack near Borg’s Woods 
Preserve; and the other of a pair of 
owls heard and seen in the scrubby 
woods of the Overpeck Preserve in 
Leonia in late March.  

Harbor Seal – We finally 
received a report (and photo via 
Facebook) of a young seal hauled 
out on a kayak launch dock on 
the Hudson River in Hoboken on 
3/23. Another, larger animal was 
reported to us swimming off the 
NY Waterway ferry terminal in 
Weehawken on 4/2. FYI – ALL 
marine mammal sightings in New 
Jersey waters should be reported 
to the Marine Mammal Stranding 
Center (even if the animal/s is in 
no danger) at 609-266-0538.

Horned Grebe – Always a 
great bird to see, an amazing flock 
of six was observed on 3/17 in the 
river off Harmon Cove in Secau-
cus, NJ. Another was sighted near 
the Upper Hack Bridge in Lynd-
hurst on 4/28.

Little Gull – More at home 
along the Great Lakes in spring 
and summer, nonetheless one was 
identified on 5/28 at Mill Creek 
Point Park.

Monk Parakeet – This spe-
cies continues its expansion in our 
watershed. A small colony was 
reported near the Secaucus Town 

Hackensack WatersHed Field notes
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Pool in April; and a single bird 
was seen and unmistakably heard 
at River Barge Park on 4/28.

Northern Harrier – Once 
again we believe a pair of these en-
dangered raptors is nesting near the 
Hackensack River in Lyndhurst. 
Both male and female harriers were 
spotted in the area multiple times 
from May through July.

Osprey – During late March 
and early April, birds were re-
ported returning to nesting sites in 
Jersey City (PSE&G Hudson Gen-
erating Station), Kearny (by the 
decommissioned NJ Transit Boon-
ton Line bridge AND the former 
Standard Chlorine site), Lyndhurst 
(along Berry’s Creek adjacent to 
Valley Brook Avenue AND on the 
NJ Transit Upper Hack Bridge), 
Teaneck (at Overpeck Park near 
our Kayak Center), Carlstadt (on 
a radio transmission tower); and a 
new pair was discovered on 4/27 
nesting in a tree on the Richard P. 
Kane Natural Area in Carlstadt, 
NJ. Hatching began during the last 
week of May. We’ll have a full 
report in our next issue.

Peregrine Falcon – “Big 
Mama” and her mate reestablished 
their breeding site on the west-
bound Route 3 Bridge over the 
river in late winter and fledged 
three chicks in early July. Another 

pair of falcons took up residence 
atop the former Bank of America 
building on Main Street, Hack-
ensack. They are believed to be 
the birds that formerly nested 
on the Route 46 Bridge between 
Ridgefield Park & Little Ferry, NJ. 
Peregrines were also observed at 
Laurel Hill in mid-April; we be-
lieve they’re the ones that nested 
on the decommissioned Boonton 
Line bridge in 2014. 

Red-necked Grebe – One 
of these large grebes was seen in 
the river near Fish House Road in 
Kearny, NJ on 5/4.

Red-shouldered Hawk – A 
single bird was observed at the NJ 
Turnpike’s Vince Lombardi Rest 
Area being mobbed by a mixed 
flock of blackbirds on 4/9. 

Red-throated Loon – In late 
March a large puddle of snowmelt 
in Hillsdale, NJ seemed like a safe 
place to land for the migrating 
waterbird. Unfortunately it wound 
up injured and stranded when the 
shallow water refroze. Fortunately 
staff from Tyco Animal Control 
and Franklin Lakes Animal Hospi-
tal rescued the loon and transport-
ed it to The Raptor Trust where it 
was treated and later released.

Rough-legged Hawk – These 
arctic nesters continued to be 
observed in our area through early 

April before leaving, especially in 
Bayonne near the Golf Club, over 
Laurel (Snake) Hill in Secaucus 
and near DeKorte. 

Tree Swallow – The first 
sighting of 2015 was no surprise: 
on 3/31 over the Kingsland Im-
poundment at DeKorte.

White Pelican – Extremely 
rare in NJ, nonetheless a pair of 
these large birds was seen numer-
ous times in the Sawmill WMA in 
early July.

Thanks to all our spotters and 
as always, a tip o’ the natural-
ist’s hat (from A to Z) to: Anony-
mous, Joe Augeri, Pete Bacin-
ski, Scott Barnes, Dan Carola, 
Judith Cinquina, Ray Duffy, Gil 
Hawkins, Mary Knight, Lynn 
Kramer, Joseph Labriola, Mike 
Panos, Raul Perez, Donna Pon-
trelli, Mark Spiegel, Chris Takacs, 
Kate Wade, Mary Ellen Woods 
and Jim Wright.    

Translucent feathers 
behind the primary 

feathers that give 
the impression of 

“windows”.

Red-throated Loon
The red plumage appears on their 
neck during breeding season. Their 
beaks are narrower than those of 
the Common Loon.

Red-shouldered Hawk

Red-necked Grebe p
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Baroan Technologies – 
 helping small business owners manage their information and communications.

Tel: 201-796-0404  www.baroan.com

Baroan Technologies understands  
business and provides guidance based  
on your business strategy and workflow. 

Baroan Technologies becomes your  
“One Point of Contact,” coordinating  
and implementing all your  
technology solutions.

By Ivan Kossak
Many birds are fairly dully colored.  

Others are crisply patterned or color-
ful.  However, it is a rare bird that has 
the plumage configuration of a Great 
Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crini-
tus). It is a bird that seems to have been 
put together by committee.  The Great 
Crested’s crown and back are olive 
colored, its throat and breast are an 
elegant gray, its belly is lemon yellow and 
its wing tips and tail are reddish brown. To 
me it recalls the proverb about the blind men 
and the elephant. By seeing only part of the Great 
Crested Flycatcher, it would be easy to be unsure as 
to what type of bird it is. The Great Crested’s habit of 
hunting in the forest canopy can also make this bird 
somewhat difficult to see since one needs to be under 
the tree in order to see the bird. Amongst the leaves, 
often only a part of the bird is seen, once again making 
identification difficult. Fortunately, the Great Crested 
usually announces its presence before it is seen with 
a loud, Preet (with a rolling “R”) or Wheep.  I almost 
always hear a Great Crested long before I see one.  It 
is also fortunate that this bird can be fairly assertive 
so a human’s presence does not always deter the bird 
from going about his business.

Great Crested Flycatchers measure 8-8 ¾ inches 
long and are a common woodland bird throughout the 
eastern half of the United States. Their breeding range 
also barely extends into Canada.  As a nesting bird,  

 
they are also widely distributed all over New 

Jersey.  Only densely developed urban 
areas seem to prevent these birds from 
making a summer home in the Garden 
State.  Great Cresteds nest in tree cavi-
ties and will also take advantage of nest 
boxes.  One early 20th Century source 
also mentions the bird’s habit of using 
snake skin as a nesting material.  I once 

saw a Great Crested fluttering repeatedly 
in front of a Wood Duck box in my back 

yard during Spring migration.  He did not 
stay to make a home there but the incident indi-

cates that these birds will nest in a back yard if the tree 
growth is thick enough to make the bird feel secure.  

According to “Birds of New Jersey” (Walsh, et. 
al.), the Great Crested Flycatcher is the 23rd most 
frequently recorded breeding species in New Jersey’s 
breeding bird atlas.  Bill Boyle, in his “A Guide to 
Bird Finding in New Jersey” describes Great Crested 
Flycatchers as “easily heard and seen at most wooded 
birding sites from May-September.”  These birds are 
also common migrants in New Jersey.  They arrive 
locally in late April and leave in September leaving 
many opportunities for birders to observe this species 
during the warmer months of the year.  Likely places 
to look for Great Crested Flycatchers in the Hack-
ensack River watershed include Emerson Woods, 
Tenafly Nature Center, Closter Nature Center or any 
reasonably large contiguous wooded area.    

Birds of the Hackensack:
Great Crested Flycatcher
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Hello! My name is Aria Negah-
ban, and I am proud to be an intern 
at Hackensack Riverkeeper. I joined 
the team last May and worked 
throughout that summer, and I’m 
glad to be back for another season. 
My main tasks involve managing 
the Eco-Cruise Program along-
side Captain Hugh. I see to it that 
patrons receive information about 
our three Eco-Cruise trip itineraries 
(Meadowlands Discovery, Boating 
Through Bergen, Excursion Around 

the Bay), as well as our morning 
and full-moon evening Guided 
Paddles. . When I am not advocat-
ing for the river, I am a student 
at Binghamton University. I am a 
rising senior majoring in Environ-
mental Planning who is still baffled 
by the blizzards that slam Upstate 
New York. This summer my goal is 
to engage as many people as pos-
sible to go out and experience their 
watershed, and truly enjoy all the 
recreational amenities it has to offer.

Mike Panos... Donor Relations

Return of the Intern... Aria

Gannett Gets the Grants
Jennifer Gannett has long 

worked to help make the world a 
better place. Jen is a graduate of 
Lewis and Clark Law School, in 
Oregon, where she specialized in 
environmental and animal law. She 
has worked with numerous non-
profits in various capacities, with an 
emphasis on environmental and ani-
mal welfare issues. She is involved 
in youth and humane education, is a 
reviewer and Outreach Coordinater 

for Vegbooks, and a certified vegan 
lifestyle coach and educator. Jen 
leads an elementary school Roots 
& Shoots group, sharing with them 
her deep affinity for the natural 
world. She is an enthusiastic writer 
and advocate for clean water. She 
has many passions and interests but 
most of all enjoys spending time 
with her family, stand up paddle 
boarding and accessing the beaches 
of New Jersey.

Our newest staff member, 
Mike Panos, joins Riverkeeper 
with an extensive background in 
volunteer conservation fundraising 
and development. Mike has been 
involved with Ducks Unlimited 
for over 25 years and served the 
group in many capacities within 
New Jersey including State Chair-
man. Also, his experiences serving 
on the National level as a member 
of the Board of Directors, Na-
tional Development Committee, 
Membership and Event Manage-

ment Committees bring a broad 
range of expertise to our staff.  In 
addition, Mike has been elected to 
the Alumni Board of Directors of 
Bergen Catholic High School and 
has been involved for many years 
with the school’s Development 
Office.

His passion for the environ-
ment and especially our local estu-
ary has enabled Mike to continue 
the mission to protect and enhance 
the river so we can enjoy it for 
many years to come. 
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Volunteer Corner

Bell Drive Cleanup – Ridgefield, April 18, 2015 
We kicked off the cleanup season in style, rehabilitating the neglected 
cul-de-sac at Bell Drive. In place of an eyesore, we left a cleaner, more 
accessible viewing spot for bird lovers hoping to catch a glimpse of 
Overpeck’s newest attraction Al and Alice, the nesting pair of Bald Ea-
gles, and their budding family! Longtime Riverkeeper volunteers Karen 
and Bruce Reide helped facilitate this huge haul which totaled 57 bags 
of trash and 10 tires removed from the banks of the Overpeck Creek. 
Thank you to Bruce and Karen, Mayor Suarez, the town of Ridgefield, 
and the 40 volunteers who spent their Saturday making our watershed a 
healthier place for the people and critters who call it home. This cleanup 
really set the tone for a successful season! 

By Caitlin Doran 

16th Street Park Cleanup– Bayonne, May 3, 2015
Summertime weather followed us to Bayonne, where 
we pulled an impressive 83 bags of garbage from the 
banks of 16th Street Park, as well as lots and lots 
of debris. Huge pipes and washed-up construction 
materials added to the growing pile, which nearly 
overflowed a 30-yard dumpster supplied to us by the 
Bayonne DPW. Special thanks also go out to the Bay-
onne Nature Club who brought extra man and woman 
power that morning and a great attitude that lasted 
through the action-packed afternoon.  

Panasonic Cleanup– Riverfront Park, Newark, 
May 1, 2015
 Since moving their operations to Newark, Pana-
sonic has continued to partner with Riverkeeper to 
keep local waterways clean, focusing their efforts 
on their newly-adopted river, the Passaic. In some 
areas of the banks, the mud was formidable. But 
the dedicated Panasonic crew was able to success-
fully prevent 47 bags of trash and lots of debris, in-
cluding an old TV (not a Panaosonic, don’t worry!)  
from becoming flotsam.

Fairleigh Dickinson University Cleanup –
Teaneck, April 25, 2015
FDU’s Green Team recruited students of all 
different majors and backgrounds to help 
clean up the mighty Hack on Earth Day. For 
many students, it was their first time paddling 
a canoe, and the experience left them with a 
greater appreciation for the amazing resource 
running right through their “backyard.”
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Unilever Cleanup – Overpeck Park, May 20, 2015 
The green section of the Palisades Park side of Overpeck Park, also 
known as the Overpeck Preserve, is home to many species of wild-
life and, unfortunately, lots of litter. Orchestrated in conjuntion with 
friend of Riverkeeper, Gil Hawkins, this cleanup engaged 60 volun-
teers from Unilever, who worked hard to green-up what will hopefully 
be the future site of a wildlife refuge.

Royal Bank of Canada Capital Markets Cleanup – Laurel Hill Park, May 30, 2015
Regular volunteer and Secaucus native, Pankaj Bhatla, successfully engaged his company, Royal Bank of Canada 
Capital Markets, and spearheaded a cleanup at Laurel Hill County Park in Secaucus on a fine-weather Saturday. The 
trash was sparse, but it was hard to reach – making the 12 bags collected as big a success story as some of our bigger 
hauls. Along with the garbage, we worked together to remove a huge orange boom, the size of a small raft, that had been 
ensnared on the riprap. 

Levi-Strauss Cleanup – Laurel Hill Park, May 7, 2015
We welcomed a new corporate partner this year, Levi-
Strauss, who collaborated with us on their Annual Commu-
nity Day, which – this year – focused on water conserva-
tion. Volunteers, one from as far as Connecticut, helped us 
remove dead phragmities from Laurel Hill Park, allowing 
for better Spartina grass recovery. 

Wolf Creek Cleanup–Ridgefield, May 26, 2015 
 For the third year in a row, Mrs. Escobar and Mr. Lopez’s 
Spanish Language Class from Ridgefield Memorial High 
School walked the edges of Wolf Creek, plucking trash 
and debris which collect from nearby Veteran’s Park and 
various apartment complexes. Thanks are in order, again, 
to Karen and Bruce Reide of Ridgefield for sponsoring the 
cleanup.  

Samsung Cleanup – Overpeck Park,  June 11, 2015
We had another great turnout from our friends at Samsung 
for their Samsung Gives event. Over 100 volunteers split into 
teams and cleaned every corner of the Ridgefield Park, Henry 
Hoebel, and Leonia sections of Overpeck Park, and pulled 
a 30 yard dumpster-worth of trash from around Overpeck 
Creek. Special thanks to Bergen Clean Communities Program 
for supplying us with extra pickup sticks.
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I’m sad to say that by the 
time you read this article, my 
term as a Watershed Ambas-
sador will have come to an 
end. This has been an amazing 
experience, and one of which I am extremely proud. 
By the end of my AmeriCorps term of service, I will 
have exceeded every program requirement set by the 
NJDEP. I have surpassed even my highest expecta-
tions. To begin with, 
• I completed 75 presentations to students and com-

munity groups to raise awareness of water issues in 
New Jersey. 

• Rather than holding the minimum of three volunteer 
stream monitor trainings, I organized six different 
trainings to educate new citizen-scientists about 
the techniques used to monitor the health of our 
waterways. 

• Furthermore, I conducted 43 field assessments of 
our streams here in NJ, collecting valuable data on 
water quality. 

• Instead of pursuing the required five projects to 
promote environmental stewardship, I organized 
nine successful community events. Between two 
rain barrel workshops, three cleanups, two invasive 
species pulls, and an eco-art initiative, I haven’t had 
much downtime over the past ten months!

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the 
different organizations and schools that partnered 
with me to make these accomplishments happen 
especially Hackensack Riverkeeper. Whether it was 
having a group of fifth graders tell me my presenta-
tion was part of their favorite field trip ever, or watch-
ing a newly inspired student pick up a piece of plastic 
litter from the parking lot before getting back on the 
bus, I will never forget the memories I’ve made as 
your Watershed Ambassador. It’s hard to pick just 
one favorite moment, as I’ve truly enjoyed educating 
students about the causes and effects of pollution in 
our waterways.

This isn’t to say that I haven’t had a blast orga-

nizing a variety of community events and projects 
within our watershed! Just in the past few months 
I’ve had the opportunity to organize two Earth Month 
cleanups, one at the NJ Palisades Interstate Park, 
and one with Hoboken Green Team. I also led the 
FIRST EVER Hackensack Riverkeeper Rain Bar-
rel Workshop, where I taught local residents about 
the importance of green infrastructure. Participants 
then retrofitted 55-gallon plastic barrels to collect 
stormwater from their own roof for reuse. Watching 
enthusiastic homeowners stuff themselves into re-
cycled pickle barrels in order to screw in faucets was 
certainly the highlight of Earth Week for me! I’m not 
done yet, and I plan on wrapping up my term with a 
knotweed invasive removal in Park Ridge, an eco-art 
project around storm drains in Teaneck, and another 
rain barrel workshop in Hoboken.

If you have read my previous columns, you 
probably know by now that I’m a New England girl, 
growing up in New Hampshire and going to college 
in Vermont. I never thought I would move to New 
Jersey, but I have to say making this state my home 
has also surpassed my expectations in every way. 
From our streams to the shore, I truly have come to 
appreciate my new home state and I’m now proud to 
call myself a “Jersey Girl”, though I won’t be buying 
the T-shirt anytime soon. However, I should admit the 
perk of not having to pump my own gas might also 
have played a role in winning me over!

I don’t look forward to my last day as a Water-
shed Ambassador. My final drive home from the 
Riverkeeper office will be bittersweet at best. Since 
the start of my term in September, I have driven 
through the Meadowlands on my way home almost 
every day. Months later I am still amazed by how 
beautiful its wetlands are, and I encourage all of you 
to take another look next time you pass by. 

New Jersey is truly an amazing state, and the 
tranquility of the Meadowlands surrounded by the 
buzz and lights of NYC and more is a testament to 
that. On that note, I encourage every Tidelines reader 
to do their part to preserve our open space and our 
water. Clean water starts with every one of us, and I 
hope we’ll all take the time to make our watershed a 
little bit better (and perhaps an easier challenge for 
future Ambassadors!)

And don’t forget to reach out to the next Watershed 
Ambassador. He or she will be starting in mid-Sep-
tember, and would love nothing more to have plenty of 
emails in their inbox awaiting their reply!   

WMA 5 Ambassador Update
In Like A Lion

By Annebelle Bowers
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Ron Vellekamp Scholarship
A Winner Fourteen Years In The Making – Honest!

Meet Francesca Costa – our 2015 Ron Vellekamp Environmental Scholar
By Hugh M. Carola

This year’s applications were as 
we always hope they will be: a lot 
of them and each one better than the 
next. We received at total of fourteen 
applications from graduating seniors 
representing all three counties of our 
watershed: Bergen, Hudson and Rock-
land. Of course, when all of them are 
so remarkable, my job and that of the 
review committee is made all the more 
difficult. Out of all of them however, 
one application stood out among the others.

On June 10, I had the distinct pleasure of attend-
ing the Awards Ceremony at Northern Valley Regional 
High School in Demarest, NJ, to present Ms. Fran-
cesca Costa with the 2014 Ron Vellekamp Environ-
mental Scholarship. The $1,000 award can be used to 
help cover any costs associated with her first year at 
college. This fall Francesca will join the Class of 2019 
at Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania, one of only 
720 freshmen out of more than 6,300 HS seniors who 
applied. According to her scholarship essay, she plans 
to pursue “higher education in Environmental Science 
and Museum Studies [to] enable her to reconnect chil-
dren to nature, and help save the world.” 

Each year, every applicant is encouraged to docu-
ment her/his environmental and conservation activi-
ties during their high school years, and Francesca’s 
was extensive – and then some. In fact, her bona fides 
stretch back to 2001 when she began taking after-
school and summer nature classes at Closter Nature 
Center under the tutelage of Director/Naturalist (and 
our good friend) Marc Gussen. From grade school 
through middle and high school, Francesca simply 

did more and more as the years 
went on. Here is a sample:

Long-term assistant & animal 
caretaker at Closter Nature Center, 
current/active member of the Clo-
ster Green Team, 2014 youth intern 
on Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, 
2015 senior service intern at Ber-
gen County Zoo, participation in 
multiple environmental education 
programs from Flat Rock Brook 
Nature Center in Englewood, NJ to 
Friends of Belmar Harbor Sail-

ing Camp, and culminating with her Girl Scout Gold 
Award-winning project: a video she produced entitled, 
“NJ Waters: Worth Saving”. 

“Francesca presented us with an extensive list of 
environmental education, advocacy and action items 
that was impossible to discount,” said Captain Bill 
Sheehan, who was unable to attend the awards cer-
emony due to his attending the annual Waterkeeper 
Alliance conference in Colorado. “Even though hers 
had some stiff competition from the other top appli-
cations, it was clear that her’s was the best.”

Two of Francesca’s true passions are wildlife, and 
connecting young people with nature – passions that 
resonate very strongly with us here at Hackensack 
Riverkeeper.  We’re certain they will lead her on her 
way to save the world. 

The late Ronald Vellekamp was a science teacher 
in Ridgefield, New Jersey. During his life he also 
served as a Palisades Interstate Park ranger, Scout 
leader, and founding trustee of Hackensack River-
keeper. The scholarship that bears his name is a fitting 
tribute to an educator whose life was well-lived.  

Frank R. Massaro, Attorney at Law
Over 30 Years Immigration Experience 

Member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association

IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS?

212 244-3998

39 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10006

www.frankcitizenship.com

Captain Hugh with Francesca 
Costa at awards ceremony.
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In 1994, a cabdriver/rock & 
roll drummer named Bill Sheehan 
stopped waiting for “somebody 
to do something” about pollution 
and the loss of wetlands in and 
around the Hackensack River. 
Three years later, his passion (and 
his job) became the Hackensack 
Riverkeeper. Today the organiza-
tion is recognized as the leading 
environmental group working on 
and for the river.

Using a fourfold strategy of 

environmental action, advocacy, 
education and litigation, Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper continually 
defends the Public Trust resources 
of the Hackensack River for the 
benefit of the people and wild-
life that depend on it. Each year 
upwards of 10,000 people – from 
young schoolchildren to senior 
citizens – join us at the river to 
better understand and embrace 
their rights and responsibilities as 
watershed citizens.

You can help deepen their un-
derstanding and strengthen that 
embrace through a special, lasting 
gift. Despite the many clean water 
victories we’ve won over the 
years, we cannot afford to rest on 
our past laurels. There will always 
be a need to maintain Hackensack 
Riverkeeper’s strong, effective 
presence on the river. Through 
your planned giving you can en-
sure it will be so for your children, 
grandchildren and beyond.
Find a Lasting Way to Give…

Most people recognize that 
estate planning is a very important 
thing to do – but in the future, not 
now. But working out your estate 
plans while you’re in the prime of 
life can have many more benefits, 
especially the knowledge that your 
wishes, concerns and passions are 
recorded and respected.
Gift of Retirement Funds of Life 
Insurance: Naming Hackensack 
Riverkeeper as a beneficiary of 
your retirement plan, IRA or life 
insurance policy is a generous way 
to make a legacy gift “outside” of 
your will.
Bequest: A gift through your will 
is generally the most popular form 
of planned giving. A will bequest 
can take any number of forms 
including the designation of a spe-
cific dollar amount or percentage 
of your estate’s assets to be allo-
cated to Hackensack Riverkeeper.
Securities: Gifting appreciated 
securities to Hackensack River-
keeper is a great way to strengthen 
the long-term financial foundation 
of the organization. In many cases 
such a gift has immediate tax 
advantages to the donor.

As always, we at Hackensack 
Riverkeeper recommend that you 
discuss all planned giving options 
with your family and your finan-
cial and/or estate advisors.   

You can help protect the Hackensack River, its  
watershed and wildlife for many generations to come.

 
   I have included Hackensack Riverkeeper in my estate plans. 
    Please include my (our) name in your annual report and  
   other materials. 
    Please list me (us) as: ____________________________
   _____________________________________________

    Please do not list my/our name but do count me/us as an  
   anonymous donor(s). 

[Optional] I have provided for Hackensack Riverkeeper in my: 

 Will      Retirement Plan      other: __________________

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________ 

State: ____________________ Zip: ________________________ 

Phone: (______)________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________

                                              231 Main Street 
     Hackensack, NJ 07601  
     phone: 201-968-0808
     fax: 201-968-0336 
    info@hackensackriverkeeper.org

Hackensack Riverkeeper is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Leave a Legacy…

www.hackensackriverkeeper.org
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At the helm  
continued from page 2 

sweeping views of the Meadow-
lands. The gazebo provides shelter 
for birders and others who visit 
this jewel of a park. Funding for 
the project was provided through 
a grant from the Hudson County 
Trust Fund.

In addition, anyone who’s 
been to Laurel Hill County Park to 
paddle or participate in an Eco-
Cruise this season has probably 
noticed the severe damage to the 
south service dock at the public 
launch. Heaving winter ice ren-
dered the dock unsafe and useless. 
This damage prevented us from 
installing our seasonal kayak dock 
used by hundreds of paddlers. 
After reaching out to Hudson 

County officials with our concerns 
for people’s safety and the loss 
of public access, I’m happy to 
report that the County Freehold-
ers approved a proposal to fix the 
damage and replace the battered 
gangway with new equipment 
guaranteed to last ten years. So, by 
the time you read this, the docks 
will be fully operational.

One cannot talk about changes 
to the waterfront without mention-
ing the big change in manage-
ment in the Meadowlands District. 
Consolidation of the Meadowlands 
Commission into the New Jersey 
Sports and Exposition Authority 
(NJSEA) is underway. Although 
dire predictions continue to be 
made, I see no evidence of this 
change compromising the Meadow-

lands Master Plan. For example, at 
its June meeting, the NJSEA unani-
mously upheld the wetlands protec-
tions guaranteed under the Plan by 
denying an application to rezone a 
tract of North Bergen wetlands from 
conservation to commercial. 

My staff and I attend the 
NJSEA meetings to keep you 
informed. If you’d like to join us, 
meetings are held in the Com-
mission Room at 2 DeKorte Park 
Plaza beginning at 10AM on the 
third Thursday of each month 
except August. Here’s hoping you 
will take advantage of this op-
portunity to stay current on all the 
changes happening in and around 
our waterway. 

Be a Friend of  
Hackensack Riverkeeper

Your help is urgently needed.  Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates 
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as 
yourself.  Please show your support for environmental health and 
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a 
donation today.  HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________ 
_____$250   _____$100   _____$50   _____$35    $_______ (other)
_____Amex            _____Visa           _____MC         _____Discover    
Card #__________________________________ V code_________

Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.

Make checks payable to: 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, 231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601

or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/donate.html to donate online.

TL215

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO

Management & General Expenses

Fund Raising

Programs, Services, Outreach

Programs, 
Services,  
Outreach         
80.3%

Fund  
Raising          
10.3%

Management  
& General Expenses         
9.4% 

Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we provide 
award winning Education Programs, inter-
esting Eco-Cruses, community enhancing 
Cleanup Programs and recreational paddling 
opportunities that bring 10,000+  people 
to our river and watershed every year. Our 
dedicated staff and volunteers are proud of 
the positive changes we see as a result of 
years of hard work. Come see the results for 
yourself. Be part of this evolution.    

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2013 Year End Tax Filing
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231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601-7304 • 201-968-0808 • HackensackRiverkeeper.org

Protecting the  
Public’s Right to:

•  Clean, Plentiful 
   Drinking Water
•  Public Access to 
   Local Waters
•  Open Space  
   Preservation

•  Wildlife and Habitat  
   Conservation
•  Safe Boating, 
   Swimming, Paddling, 
    Fishing

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of 

SAVE THE DATE!

Annual Awards Celebration
& Sustainable SeafoodFest

For more information contact Gala@HackensackRiverkeeper.org or call 201-968-0808

Thursday, October 8, 2015  
Florentine Gardens, Rivervale, NJ  
Cocktail reception starts at 6:30PM 
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