
By Andrea Leshak
On June 14 the New Jersey 

Supreme Court declined to hear an 
appeal by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) on the legality of its Public 
Access Rules. Thus, Hackensack 
Riverkeeper and NY/NJ Baykeep-
er’s favorable decision from the 
Superior Court, Appellate Divi-
sion, remains good law.

Riverkeeper and Baykeeper 
first brought a legal challenge to the 
Rules in 2012 because they lacked 
any legislative guidance from the 
state and imposed inequitable 
restrictions on the public access 
that our urban coastal communi-
ties could provide. The Appellate 
Division agreed, issuing a decision 

in December 2015 that found that 
the rules “far exceed the Legisla-
ture’s limited delegation of authority 
to DEP” under the Coastal Area 
Facility Review Act to regulate land 
uses in the coastal zone. Similarly, 
the Court found that the rules were 
not authorized by the Public Trust 
Doctrine.

Following the Appellate Divi-
sion’s ruling in our favor, the DEP 
petitioned the NJ Supreme Court 
to reconsider it. In response, the 
Supreme Court rejected the DEP’s 
petition and also removed a tem-
porary stay of the Appellate Divi-
sion’s opinion that had allowed the 
rules to remain in place, pending 
the DEP’s petition.

Now, with the rules officially 

struck down and no longer in 
effect, the Legislature needs to 
enact comprehensive public access 
legislation that addresses all stake-
holder concerns. Earlier this year,  
Hackensack Riverkeeper and NY/
NJ Baykeeper participated in a 
Task Force led by Senator Bob 
Smith (D-17) to do just that. We 
expect legislation to be introduced 
in the coming months. In the 
meantime, the DEP still has au-
thority to require site-specific pub-
lic access requirements through 
its permitting process. But thanks 
to our successful litigation, the 
DEP can no longer implement its 
discriminatory rules that unfairly 
put restrictions on New Jersey’s 
northern coastal communities. 

Summer 2016, Volume Volume XIX, Issue 2

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®is the independent, non-governmental advocate for the Hackensack River.

By Andrea Leshak
Last summer, the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) announced a 
rule proposal that would signifi-
cantly revamp three major permit-
ting programs dealing with flood 
hazard, stormwater, and coastal 

management. The proposal sought 
to amend the Flood Hazard Area 
Control Act Rules, Coastal Zone 
Management Rules, and Stormwa-
ter Management Rules in ways
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Another Victory for Public Access!
NJ Supreme Court Upholds Appellate Division Ruling Striking Down the DEP’s Public Access Rules 

We’re delighted with the decision.... Now 
the Legislature must enact law that 
protects the public’s right of access. 
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Sadly, Politics Once Again Trumps 
Preservation (no pun intended)

 At the Helm

A word 
from  

Captain 
Bill

Continued on page 23

Here we go again: In 1998 the 
voters of Bergen County voted 
overwhelmingly to establish the 
Open Space, Recreation, Flood-
plain Protection. Farmland and 
Historic Preservation Trust Fund. 
The following year then-County 
Executive Pat Schuber appointed 
me to the county’s Trust Fund Ad-
visory Committee. Since then I’ve 
faithfully and happily represented 
the environmental community and 
am currently serving my second 
term as Committee Chair. 

For seventeen years our 
committee has reviewed literally 
hundreds of applications and rec-
ommended scores of them to the 
Board of Chosen Freeholders for 
funding. Those grants have helped 
nearly every municipality in Ber-
gen to acquire open space, save 
historic sites, preserve farmland, 
and improve recreational facilities. 
More recently, the program has 
enabled communities like Oakland 

and Westwood to purchase flood-
prone properties, raze the build-
ings and restore natural flood-
plains along our waterways.

In early June I learned that 
County Executive James Tedesco 
was to recommend that the Free-
holders raise the Trust Fund levy 
from its current ¼ cent per $100 
equalized valuation to ½ cent – a 
projected annual average increase 
of just $11.65 per homeowner. 
Upping the levy would also allow 
the county to leverage state Green 
Acres funds (something the ¼ cent 
levy does not permit) and enable 
it to access even greater resources. 
As you can imagine, I was thrilled 
by the news and looking forward 
to a reinvigorated Trust Fund that 
would do greater work than ever 
before.  

But when I opened  my copy 
of The Record on June 23 fully 
expecting to read how the Free-
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By Andrea Leshak
Two years ago this June, the 

U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development launched 
Rebuild By Design, a design 
competition to develop innova-
tive proposals that would promote 
resiliency in communities affected 
by Superstorm Sandy. New Jersey 
was awarded $150 million from 
the Rebuild By Design competi-
tion for a storm resiliency project 
in the Meadowlands District, 
known as the “New Meadow-
lands” project. The original 
proposal – which we strongly op-
posed –.called for building dikes 
through protected wetlands.

Last fall, New Jersey sought 
additional funding through the 
National Disaster Resilience 
Competition, but was ultimately 
unsuccessful – New Jersey 
received only $15 million of the 
total $1 billion designated for the 
program. Hackensack Riverkeeper 
believes that the state’s weak ap-
plication, which failed to ade-
quately consider public comments 
and address concerns about the 
project’s potential to negatively 
impact existing wetlands and to 
redirect floodwaters to surround-
ing communities, was the primary 
reason New Jersey did not receive 
additional funding. 

Despite failing to obtain addi-
tional funding, the New Meadow-
lands project is moving forward in 
the environmental review process, 
as required under the National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
On June 20, 2016, the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) released its 
Notice of Intent to Develop an 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

This officially 
marks the start 
of the Scoping 
Period, where 
members of the 
public can voice 
ideas, questions, 
and concerns 
about the Project 
before NJDEP 
begins developing 
a Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement.

From Hackensack Riverkeep-
er’s perspective, the original New 
Meadowlands project proposal had 
some serious flaws, but the current 
Scoping Period and the remain-
der of the environmental review 
process provide an opportunity to 
shape the proposal into a project 
that will provide flood protection 
to affected communities while also 
protecting ecological resources and 
biodiversity, improving water qual-
ity, and creating new public access 
points. To do this, it is important 
that the project utilize a holistic 
planning approach that considers 
District-wide impacts and focuses  

 
on long-term solutions to flooding 
and sea level rise. 

As a representative on the 
Project’s Citizen Advisory Group 
(CAG), Hackensack Riverkeeper 
has been actively involved in the 
New Meadowlands project and 
will continue to be. Hackensack 
Riverkeeper regularly attends CAG 
meetings and has provided com-
ments on the Citizen Outreach Plan 
and a preliminary version of the 
Scoping Document. We urge our 
supporters to be involved in the 
environmental review process as 
well. Go to http://www.nj.gov/
dep/floodhazard/rbd-meadow-
lands.htm for information.     

By Andrea Leshak
On March 4, 2016, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) announced its cleanup 
plan for the lower eight miles of 
the Passaic River. The plan calls 
for bank-to-bank dredging of 
3.5 million cubic yards of toxic 
sediment from the Passaic River. 
After dredging is completed, 
a protective cap of two feet in 
depth will be constructed. EPA 

estimates the cleanup will cost 
$1.38 billion. 

After a century of pollution, 
during which approximately 100 
companies released contami-
nants including dioxin, PCBs, 
heavy metals, and pesticides, 
into the Passaic River, EPA’s 
cleanup plan is a welcome devel-
opment that will help restore the 
Passaic River for the communi-
ties who deserve to use it.    

EPA’s Passaic River Cleanup Plan 
Plan Will Protect Public Health and the Environment

“New Meadowlands” project moves forward
Riverkeeper pushes for long-term protection of existing wetlands and biodiversity

Im
ag

e 
cu

st
od

y 
of

 re
bu

ild
by

de
si

gn
.o

rg

Art from the Rebuild by Design proposal shows the scope 
of the area covered in this proposal outlined on the left.
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that would threaten water quality, 
increase flooding risks, and gener-
ally make reckless development 
much easier.

Suffice it to say that Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper and many 
other environmental groups were 
strongly opposed to the proposed 
amendments. Indeed, the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
weighed in on the proposed 
amendments, expressing doubt 
that the revisions would comply 
with federal law. The outcry from 
environmental groups and pres-
sure from the federal government 
caused the New Jersey State Legis-
lature to get involved and ultimate-
ly pass a Concurrent Resolution in 
January of this year finding that the 
DEP’s proposed rules are inconsis-
tent with legislative intent.

Despite the Legislature’s clear 
articulation that the DEP’s pro-
posed rules are inconsistent with 
state statutes and the EPA’s ex-
pressed concerns that the proposed 
amendments do not comply with 
the Clean Water Act, the DEP still 
pushed forward with its proposed 
rules, agreeing only to make 
minor insignificant changes that 
either artificially touched upon or 
ignored the concerns that environ-
mental groups raised.  

In short, the DEP continues to 
blatantly disregard the concerns of 
the Legislature, the EPA, and en-
vironmental groups with respect to 
its proposed amendments. Indeed, 
the DEP even held a so-called 
“stakeholder meeting” in March in 
which only select representatives 
were permitted to attend. Notably 
missing from the invitee list and 
disallowed from even entering the 
meeting were Hackensack River-

keeper, NY/NJ Baykeeper, Clean 
Water Action, and Sierra Club, 
among others.  In response to this 
sham process, the entire group of 
environmental stakeholders who 
were invited made a strong show 
of solidarity against the DEP by 
walking out of the “stakeholder 
meeting” – thereby not permitting 
the DEP make claims of “working 
with” environmental groups or ad-
dressing our concerns. 

Given the DEP’s continuing 
refusal to address serious con-
cerns, the Legislature is now con-
sidering employing a rarely used 
constitutional power that grants 
the Legislature the authority to 
invalidate existing and proposed 
regulations and rules. Such an 
unusual measure appears to be the 
only way to stop the Christie Ad-
ministration from further degrad-
ing water quality and increasing 
flooding. Stay tuned!     

NJDEP Pushes Changes
continued from page 1
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Urban Watershed Education Reaches 20-Year Milestone
Hackensack Riverkeeper-led program serves hundreds of urban/suburban kids annually

By Hugh Carola
When the Middle School 

students from Ridgefield Park 
finished up their Urban Watershed 
Education Program (UWEP) with 
Hackensack Riverkeeper in June, 
they capped the field curriculum’s 
Twentieth Anniversary. Originally 
called the Urban Fishing Pro-
gram, it was designed to introduce 
students from New Jersey’s more 
urbanized counties to their local 
waterways. With its newer name 
and wider focus, the program 
serves approximately 200 students 
and teachers each year. In 2016, 
Project Manager Jodi Jamieson 
welcomed middle school classes 
from Bayonne, Carteret, Elizabeth, 
Jersey City and South Hackensack 
as well as those from Ridgefield 
Park.

In addition to Captains Bill 
Sheehan and myself, our dedi-
cated Riverkeeper volunteers, 
AmeriCorps Watershed Ambassa-
dors, and Harold “Howie” Ne-
bling from the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
all played important roles in the 
annual program.

“Howie brings incredible 

expertise and knowledge of fish, 
their habits and natural histories 
to the program,” says Jodi, who’s 
overseen UWEP since joining our 
staff in 2010. “He’s also a natural 
teacher with an infectious enthusi-
asm that resonates with our kids.”

Here’s how the three-day envi-
ronmental education (EE) program 
works: Day One is classroom-
based and introduces students to 
the realities of non-point source 
pollution and local fish consump-
tion advisories – the latter of par-
ticular importance to the students’ 
and their families health. Day Two 
sends the group into the field on a 
Riverkeeper Eco-Cruise on the ap-
propriate waterway (Hackensack 
River, Newark Bay or Arthur Kill) 
and has them conduct chemistry 

analyses to determine the water’s 
Ph, salinity, turbidity, nitrates, 
phosphates, and Dissolved Oxy-
gen levels. On the final day, the 
entire group participates in a 
day of catch-and-release fishing, 
which doubles as a field biology / 
ichthyology course.

The evolution of UWEP 
began in the mid-1990s when NJ 
Audubon published Fishing For 
Answers in an Urban Estuary, a 
curriculum written in large part 
by Dale Rosselet, NJAS’s current 
Vice President for Education. It 
was presented to Captain Sheehan 
who, in his pre-Riverkeeper days, 
embraced it as a means to focus 
specific attention on the Meadow-
lands which at the time was still 
threatened with development. Two 
DEP staffers – Kerry Kirk-Pflugh 
and Lynette Luring – worked with 
him to finesse the original NJAS 
product so it could work with 
virtually any local middle or high 
school classes.

“Kerry and Lynette provided 
invaluable input which resulted 
in the then-Urban Fishing Pro-
gram becoming known not just 
in Bergen and Hudson Counties, 
but throughout the entire Hudson-
Raritan Estuary,” recalls Captain 
Bill. “It was real people doing real 

Students catch fish on 
UWEP’s Fishing Day.
(l) Bluefish in Carteret.
(top) Blue crab and (r) a 
small White Perch were 
caught at Mill Creek Point 
in Secaucus.

Watershed Ambassador Michelle Taormino discussing nonpoint pollution with 
South Hackensack students. 

Continued on page 6
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science in real-world scenarios, and 
it clicked. Thankfully, it still does.”

The program originally in-
cluded an additional day during 
which students conducted a campus 
cleanup and marked neighbor-
hood storm drain catch basins with 
“NO DUMPING – DRAINS TO 
RIVER” medallions. Since then, 
upgraded stormwater rules require 
municipalities to do the marking – 
one result of years of environmental 
advocacy on the part of Riverkeeper 
and other clean water organizations.

“For us, environmental ad-
vocacy and education go hand 

in hand, each one supporting the 
other,” explained Jodi. “For that 
reason alone, I’m more than happy 
to see our program reach its Twen-
tieth Anniversary.”

Funding for UWEP was pro-
vided by the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection, which 
also lends the assistance of the 

Watershed Ambassadors. There is 
no cost for schools to participate 
in the program. Teachers and ad-
ministrators wishing to learn more 
about UWEP can contact Jodi 
directly at 201-968-0808 or by 
emailing Jodi@hackensackriver 
keeper.org.    

UWEP Milestone
continued from page 5

By Jodi Jamieson
Our Urban Watershed 

Education Program (UWEP) 
has proven to be so effective in 
teaching middle school students 
about their local waters that 
we decided, to expand on its’ 
curriculum and start a Junior 
Stewardship Program. Our new 
program is designed to run as a 
33 week after-school program. 
Riverkeeper plans to pilot the 
program in the fall at a school in 
our watershed.

By partnering with NJDEP’s  

“Hooked on Fishing Not on 
Drugs” program, we will secure 
funding for fishing equipment, an 
overnight trip to the State Aquari-
um’s Sharks in the Dark program, 
and a chartered offshore fishing 
excursion off the Jersey shore to 
tag ocean fish with the American 
Littoral Society. 

Junior Stewards will also 
fish locally, conduct biological 
and chemical assessments on 
their local water, and participate 
in additional field trips and fun 
community service projects. 

We are all so excited about 
this new program that my co-
workers all want to be students 
again! Based on our UWEP ex-
perience, we know students are 
gonna love this program.

Now all we need is to secure 
more funding! If you would like 
support our students or learn more 
about the Junior Stewardship 
Program, contact Mike Panos or 
myself at 201-968-0808. For a 
program perspectus email:  
donate@Hackensackriver 
keeper.org.     

Students from the Learning Com-
munity Charter School in Jersey 
City are conducting a test, for 
Dissolved Oxygen (DO), on Hack-
ensack River Water at Laurel Hill 
County Park in Secaucus. They 
found that it had acceptable levels 
of DO (6ppm) for fish to survive.
Levels below 5 parts per million 
are unacceptable for the fish in 
our estuary.

Junior Stewardship Program
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Haven’t been out on the water or joined us at a 
cleanup yet this year? Don’t worry because we’ve got 
plenty of chances for you and yours to do just that.
Eco-Cruises  As always there are two ways to join 
 us aboard the r/v Geraldine Theresa and Robert H. 
Boyle II: Charters and Open trips. 

Private charters can be arranged for any available date/
time between May 1 and October 31 for a donation 
of $325 per boat (adult) or $275 per boat (youth). Our 
scheduled Open trips are open to anyone. Seats aboard 
can be had for a donation of $25 ($30 for Bay trips) 
for teens/adults and $10 for kids aged 4-12.

Cleanups The 2016 River Cleanup 
season is well underway! Join us 
and become part of the solution to 
river pollution. To find out when, 
where, and how you, your group, or 
your company can help, call Caitlin 
at 201-968-0808 or e-mail her at 
Outreach@hackensackriverkeeper.
org. You can also sign up for this 
and other volunteer opportunities 
on www.HakensackRiverkeeper.org.

Eco-Cruises leave from Laurel Hill Park in Secaucus
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Our 2016 Eco-Program Season is Underway...
Plus we have NEW opportunities for you to get in on the paddling action!

2016 Open Eco-Cruise Schedule
Mon July 11 6PM M 
Thu July 14 6PM M 
Mon July 18 6PM B 
Tue July 26 6PM E 
Sat July 30 10AM M 
Sun July  31 10AM M

Wed Aug 3 6PM M 
Sat Aug 6  10AM B 
Tue Aug 9 6PM M 
Thu Aug 11 6PM M 
Sat Aug 20 5PM E 
Sun Aug 21 5PM M 
Sat Aug 27 5PM M 
Sun Aug 28 5PM B 
 

Sat Sept 3 5PM E 
Sat Sept  10 5PM M 
Sun Sept 11 5PM B 
Sat Sept 17 3PM M 
Sun Sept  18 3PM E 
Sat Sept  24 3PM B 
Sun Sept 25 3PM E

Sat Oct  1 Noon M 
Sun Oct 2 Noon E 
Sat Oct 8 Noon B 
Sun Oct 9 Noon E 
Sat Oct 15 Noon M

To reserve your Eco-Cruise, 
call Capt. Hugh at 201-968-0808. 

2016 Public Cleanup Schedule
Sun July 31 1PM-4PM Mackay Park, Englewood
Sun Aug 21 Noon-4PM Rutkowski Park, Bayonne
Sat Sept 17 10AM-2PM Oradell Reservoir, Closter
Sat Oct 1 TBD* Lake DeForest reservoir (NY)
Sat Oct 8 Noon-4PM Oradell/New Milford/River Edge
Sat Oct 29 9AM-Noon Hackensack city parks
Sun Nov 6 Noon-3PM Ben Porat Yosef School, Paramus
 *Call or check our website for more informations

Thu 8/18 7PM Full Moon 
Fri 8/19 7PM Post-Full moon

Sun 9/11 10AM Low tide / birding

Fri 9/16 6:30PM Full Moon 
Sat 9/17 6:30PM Post-Full Moon

Rentals & Guided Paddles Visit our website to find out 
more about paddling opportunities at our two waterfront sites.  
Our Paddling Center @ Laurel Hill Park is located at the end 
of New County Rd. in Secaucus. Our Overpeck Park Kayak 
Center is located off Fort Lee Road in Leonia. 

Guided Paddle Schedule
@ Laurel Hill Park

Group Paddles  We have started a Meetup Group! We hope 
to develop this over the coming weeks and hope to bring some 
new group events to the Hackensack. Find Hackensack River-
keeper on meetup.com and we will see you on the water!

River Cleanup Program
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If this ever-changing world in which we live 
in–makes you give it a try, well, why not give it a 
try? Ways of conveying information have changed 
dramatically in recent years, and everyone has his/her 
preferred method(s): email, text, social media, print; so 
many ways, but none are effective 100% of the time. 

Recently, when our paddling centers had to close 
due to extremely high winds, it was apparent that a 
text message would be the fastest, most effective way 
to let people know we would not be paddling that 
day. But text packages can be very expensive and 
would require some back-end setup to develop. After 
doing some research, I stumbled upon an app that 
was both easy to use, and FREE! (Though messaging 
charges may apply.) Developed by parents of student 
athletes, it was a way they could easily spread the 
word when games were rained out.

It’s called the RainedOut App. After signing on, 
I realized there are many different types of informa-
tion Hackensack Riverkeeper can share with you. By 
setting up different groups you can select whether or 
not you would like to receive the message by email 
or text, but also what kind of alerts you would like to 
get. Get one, or get them all. At right are the current 
groups from which you can receive alerts. We will 
develop more in the near future, so stay tuned!

There’s only one drawback, at the end of each 
message is an ad. While the site is free for non-prof-

its, it’s subsidized by paid sponsorships. If you are 
interested in becoming a sponsor for these text mes-
sages and having your company name appear, please 
contact Mike Panos at 201-968-0808 for info. And in 
the mean time, please download the app, sign up for 
messages, and share with your friends.

Text RIVERKEEPER to 84483 to receive  
event alerts from Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc.

Text OVERPECK to 84483 to receive alerts on  
Overpeck Park Kayak Center. 
Text PADDLETHEHACK to 84483 to receive alerts 
on Laurel Hill County Park Paddling Center.
Text CALLTOACTION to 84483 to receive  
Action alerts.

Text CLEANUP to 84483 to receive  
Cleanup alerts. 

                                     

2014

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

LAKE TAPPAN  
PADDLE DAY
Saturday, Aug 13
Rain Date: Sunday, Aug 14

Call 201-968-0808 or visit HackensackRiverkeeper.org for more information and to register.

Rain on the way? 
There’s an App for that.

            digital Media maven
By Mary Knight

Use this QR code 
to link to the 

RainedOut App.
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By Caitlin Duran
Here’s hoping you were one 

of the estimated 2,500 people who 
joined us at this year’s EarthFest 
Overpeck, which took place on 
May 14. The event was held 
in partnership with the County 
of Bergen and Bergen County 
Department of Parks. In case you 
didn’t make it, here’s what you 
missed at the festival: 

First, thanks are in order. To 
our biggest partner, the weather, 
thank you! We had sunny skies, 
cool breezes, and absolutely no 
rain until the very last festival-go-
er left the park. Second only to the 
weather in our list of thanks are 
our wonderful County partners. 
Without them the family-friendly 
event would not have been pos-
sible. Also, this festival continues 
to grow thanks to the support of 
our sponsors: SUEZ – formerly 
United Water, PSEG, Inserra 
Supermarkets Inc., Hackensack 
UMC, Whole Foods Market, 
Ramsey Outdoor Stores, EZDock, 
Kulite, Kearny Bank, and East 
Jersey Trout Unlimited. And we 
are eternally grateful to the Leonia 
Fire Department for keeping our 
Recycled Regatta teams safe on 
the water.

This year’s Recycled Regatta 
saw four truly unique entries, each 
made out of recycled materials, 
all highly creative. Here they are, 
along with their awards: Explore 
2000 8th Graders: 1st Place Re-
cycled Regatta Race; Explore 
2000 7th Graders: “Leaky Bucket” 
award; Englewood Recreation: 
“Prestigious Boating” award; and 
“It’s Not Rocket Science”: “Float-
ing Van Gogh” award.

Helping spread the message 

of a healthy environment was 
Teaneck’s Girl Scout Troop 19, 
who brought their “Plastic Bag 
Monster” as part of a presentation 
on plastic bag waste. Other talented 
performers kept our eyes and ears 
on the stage throughout the fes-
tival, including Alex Thompson, 
– daughter of NBC Correspondent 
Brian Thompson – who sang a 
beautiful rendition of the National 
Anthem. Musical groups Gand-
harva and The Swippers played; 
Jamie the Dinosaur Troubadour, 
the Center for Modern Dance 
and Education and The Redhawk 
Council also performed. And thank 
you to Al Knight for managing the 
sound stage.

On the vendor side, there were 
sixty-two non-profits, advocacy 
groups, and green companies on 
our fair’s midway: everything from 
handbags made of upcycled plastic 
bags to groups like Teaneck Creek 
Conservancy to NJ’s Batman.  

Last in our acknowledgements, 
and only because they are usually 
the last to leave, are our indispens-
able EarthFest volunteers. You are 
the engine that powers all of our 
clean-water events! Here’s hoping 
we see you and all of the above at 
EarthFest Overpeck 2017. Until 
then, keep tuned to our website 
and EarthFest Overpeck Facebook 
pages for updates and information!  

EarthFest Overpeck: Bigger, Better, Greener Than Ever 
Bergen’s Newest Earth Day Festival Features Recycling Fun!

Hudson County’s Explore 2000 
school teacher Frank Colaluca 
in the stern and students Daniel 
McLain and Aaron Joshua  
paddle the 8th grade entry 
(E2K#8) to first place victory  
in the Recycled Regatta at 
EarthFest Overpeck.  

Battle for second ended in a tie between E2K#7 (powered by teacher Lauren 
Norcia and students Angel Pinto and Andrew Kibale) and Englewood Recre-
ation 2016 Spring Camp’s entry (powered by Nyhiem Jones and Merle Simons).

‘It’s not Rocket Science’ team cap-
tains Janae Walker and Mya Park  
vow to return next year after a 3rd 
place showing due to broken chain 
from recycled bicycle parts.
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Reservoir Paddle Series
Lake DeForest Day, Reservoir Challenge, and Lake Tappan Paddle Day

By Caitlin Doran
As unbelievable as it may 

seem, we are already two thirds 
of the way through the Reservoir 
Paddle Series, our annual presen-
tation of special-access paddling 
events on the reservoirs, dubbed 
the “Triple Crown of Paddling”. 
For those who missed the first two 
reservoir paddles, fear not! There 
is space for you at Lake Tappan 
Paddle Day in Old Tappan. Give 
us a call at 201-968-0808, and 
we’ll give you all the juicy “LaTa-
PaDa!” details. 

Now, here are the highlights 
from Lake DeForest Day and the 
Oradell Reservoir Challenge. On 
Sunday, May 22, over 200 pad-
dlers joined us for a special day 
of public access on Lake DeFor-
est Reservoir in Clarkstown, NY. 
Now in its second year, Lake 
DeForest Day has really found its 
feet in the Rockland County com-
munity, and continues to grow as 
folks from both NY and NJ return 
to experience this family-friendly 
day on the water. This successful 
addition to the series is held in 
partnership with SUEZ New York 
Division, and is sponsored by the 
Town of Clarkstown and Orange 
and Rockland Utilities, Inc. 

It would not be possible 
without the support of essential 
community groups like Rockland 
Rowing Association, New City 
Little League, and essential safety 
personnel from Clarkstown Police 
Department and Congers Valley 
Cottage Ambulance Corps. 

Congrats to Town of Oran-
getown Supervisor Andy Stewart 
and former Supervisor Thom 
Kleiner for paddling victorious in 
a 200-meter tandem kayak race 

between local Supervisors and 
Delegates. 

On Saturday June 11, the 
fun continued at our 8th Annual 
Reservoir Challenge, a day of 
public access held on the Oradell 
Reservoir in partnership with 
SUEZ New Jersey on the Oradell 
Reservoir. The morning featured 
5k and 10k races, followed by the 
competitive Corporate Cup Chal-
lenge and the always-entertaining 
Mayors Cup race. This year’s 
Challenge saw a record number of 
Corporate Cup teams and mayors, 
eight and 14 respectfully. All told, 
there were upwards of 150 friends 
at this year’s Reservoir Challenge.

The first of our thanks goes to 
the safety crews from Haworth, 
Oradell, and New Milford for 
keeping us safe on and at the 
water. We are equally grateful to 
our partner SUEZ, and sponsors, 
Inserra Supermarkets, PSEG, 
Hackensack University Medical 
Center, Ramsey Outdoor Stores, 
Orange and Rockland Utilities, 
Inc., Rockland Electric Company, 
Whole Foods Market Bergen 
County, and Bank of New Jersey. 

Congratulations to the win-

ners of the 5k and 10k race (see 
pg. 11). And, to the winners of the 
Corporate and Mayors Cup Chal-
lenges, congrats! You had more 
competition than ever this year. 
This year’s Corporate Cup teams, 
in order of finish, were: Scar-
inci Hollenbeck from Lyndhurst, 
United EVENTures from Oradell, 
L.L. Bean from Paramus, Star 
Ravioli from Moonachie, Blue 
Earth Labs from Hillsdale, SUEZ 
from Haworth, Charlie Brown’s 
Fresh Grill from Oradell, and 
SUEZ from Paramus. 

This year’s Mayors Cup saw 
participation from the following 
towns: Alpine, Bergenfield, Clo-
ster, Demarest, Emerson, Hack-
ensack, Haworth, Montvale, New 
Milford, Northvale, Norwood, 
Oradell, Tenafly, and Westwood.

While we’re talkin’ mayors, 
thank you Campmor for bringing 
your war canoe and proving you 
CAN fit 14 mayors in one boat! 
Special thanks also go out to In-
serra Supermarkets for feeding all 
of the above and our hard-working 
staff and volunteers. THREE 
CHEERS for you amazing Reser-
voir Challenge Volunteers!   

SUEZ volunteers and paddlers, including GM Laurent Carrot (far right), pose 
for a quick photo before team SUEZ takes to the water for the Corporate Cup 
Challenge.
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Reservoir Challenge Race Results
FEMALE
Single Kayak 5K CLASS # Time Place

Erica Muller SK1 218 47:48    1
Christine Alaimo SK1 209 48:00    2

MALE
Single Kayak 5K CLASS # Time Place

Paul Wagner SK1 222 42:16    1
Michael DeGennaro SK1 217 43:02    2
Archie Harrison SK1 210 44:00    3
Robert Denicola SK1 208 51:13    4
Sean Searle SK1 226 55:12    5
Keith Armstrong SK1 204 58:21    6

David Lewis SK2 206 38:52    1
Andy Anderson SK2 213 40:54    2

Tandem Kayak 5K  # Time  Place

Ken Grillo & Heinz Laue 219 M 36:00       1

Daniel & Eileen Mulcahy  221 49:34       2

Lia Bayon deNoyer &   214 F 55:25       1 
           Alice Richard 

   
10K CLASS # Time Place

Akif Zaman SK1 M 225 1:37:43 1
Seth Kane SK1 M 224 1:39:12 2 
Gerard Johnson SK1 M 203 1:55:52 3 
Doug Falk SK1 M 223  2:15:21 4

Debra Anderson SK2 F 201 1:23:56 1

Mike Mazur   SK2 M 220 1:09:23 1 
Michael Passoe SK2 M 207 1:26:57 2

Laure Hartes &   TK F 215 2:00:18 1 
 Charlotte Jau  

Corporate Cup Race Results
Entrant  Place   

Scarinci Hollenbeck  1 1st time entrant
United EVENTures  2 1st time entrant 
L.L.Bean  3  1st time entrant
Star Ravioli Mfg. Co.  4 returning team
Blue Earth Labs   5 1st time entrant 
SUEZ Water North Jersey #1  6  home team
Charlie Brown’s of Oradell  7 returning team
SUEZ Water North Jersey #2  8 returning team

Scarinci Hollenbeck’s Corporate Cup Team, first time 
entrants and hopefully returning contenders for next year.

l: The“Nemo”clownfish kayak in the 10K race. 
r: Res Challenge Contestants battle it out in the 5K.

Mayor’s Cup Race Results
Town  Entrant Place

New Milford  Al Alanso (paddling for Mayor Ann Subrizi) 1
Demarest  Mayor Ray Cywinski  2 
Bergenfield Mayor Normal Schmelz 2 
Closter Mayor John Glidden 3

Remaining participants listed in alphabetical order by town.
Alpine  Mayor Paul Tomasko 
Emerson Mayor Louis Lamatina
Hackensack  Al Dibb (paddling for Mayor John Labrosse) 
Montvale Mayor Mike Ghassali 
Northvale Mayor Ed Piehler 
Norwood Mayor James Barsa 
Oradell Tracy Schoenberg (paddling for Mayor Dianne Didio) 
Tenafly  Peter Rustin 
Westwood  John Birkner  

Delegate Al Alanso wins the cup for New Milford. From L to R: 
Mayor Cywinski, Mayor Lamatina, Councilman Alanso, Cap-
tain Bill, Mayor Schmelz, Mayor Glidden, and Mayor Tomasko.
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2016 World Series of Birding: 18 Amazing Hours
Our feathered friends help us raise awareness and protect habitats

By Captain Hugh Carola
Before I get to the numbers, let me begin by giv-

ing well-deserved praise to my 2016 WSB teammates 
Kerul Kassel and Ray Duffy. Unfortunately ‘Creeper 
Dave Kaplan was unable to join us due to a family 
commitment but said he’ll be raring to go next year. 
Ray singlehandedly scouted our entire territory from 
Stateline Lookout in Alpine to Liberty State Park 
– and did so multiple times. Kerul did the unimagi-
nable: after teaching a workshop at a conference in 
Santa Barbara, CA, she took the redeye to Newark 
where Ray and I picked her up at 4:30AM on May 
14. After being cooped up she was ready to bird!

Heading up the Turnpike as dawn was fast ap-
proaching, we listed Mallard and American Crow 
as our first species. We ended at about 8:30PM after 
listing Barn Owl in North Arlington and Common 
Gallinule in Kearny. We counted another 119 species 
in between which added up to our 2016 WSB total of 
(cue the drumroll): 123 species. Of course we were 
hoping to break our record of 129 but we felt pretty 

good ending up just 
six shy of the mark. 
Be sure to check 
out the complete 
results.

Some of our 
other highlights 
included: twenty 
warbler species, 
eleven shorebirds, 
and our first-ever 
Common Tern and 
Canvasback; the 
latter so rare in  
New Jersey in springtime that it’s not even on NJ 
Audubon’s official statewide WSB checklist! An-
other unexpected sighting was of Great Horned Owl 
(twice!) at Lake Tappan Reservoir in Old Tappan and 
again at Schmidt’s Woods in Secaucus. On the down-
side, flycatchers were once again in short supply as 
were vireos; even the formerly-ubiquitous Red-eyed.

In addition to my incredible teammates, I’m 
always appreciative of our longtime corporate sponsor 
Shop Rite Supermarkets and Environmental Affairs 
Manager Suzanne Forbes; and our corporate partner 
Toyota of Hackensack, which provide us a Highlander 
SUV thanks to President Frank Holtham, Jr. and Sales 
Associate John Perkins. Kudos are also in order to 
Wetlands Specialist Drew McQuade at the NJSEA 
who secured access for us and several other teams to 
the agency’s Harrier Meadow – perhaps the best bird-
ing hotspot in the Meadowlands. Similarly Sonja Clark 
at SUEZ provided us with access to both Lake Tappan 
and Oradell Reservoir – where most of our twenty 
warblers (and our only Bald Eagles) were found.

Of course the biggest and most heartfelt thanks 
belong to those who supported the team, and in turn 
the work of Hackensack Riverkeeper. Checks are still 
coming in a press time but the books are still open on 
the 2016 WSB so if you were planning send one but 
forgot, no problem – you can still do so. Just write 
“WSB” on the memo line and maybe, just maybe 
you’ll be the one who gets us once again to the magic 
$10,000 mark. That, plus I have it on good authority 
that all our WSB supporters are less likely to have 
their cars “bombed” by our feathered friends. But just 
don’t hold me to it.       

   99 West Essex Street, Maywood   |   6812 Park Avenue, Guttenberg   
375 Route 17 S. Ridgewood

201-599-3000   |   www.freedombanknj.com

Freedom...to grow your business.

Freedom Bank proudly supports  

Hackensack Riverkeeper
on its mission to provide environmental advocacy,  

education and conservation programs  
to the local community.
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Hackensack RiverCreepers   •   Tally: 123 species

Brant
Canada Goose
Mute Swan
Wood Duck
Gadwall
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Pintail
Canvasback** 
Ruddy Duck
Wild Turkey
Double-crested    

Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Green Heron 
Black-crowned Night-heron
Yellow-crowned Night-heron
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Cooper’s Hawk
Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
Peregrine Falcon
Clapper Rail
Common Gallinule
American Oystercatcher
Semipalmated Plover
Killdeer
Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper

Dunlin
Short-billed Dowitcher
Laughing Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Least Tern
Common Tern**
Forster’s Tern
Mourning Dove
Rock Pigeon
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl
Great Horned Owl
Common Nighthawk
Chimney Swift
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Monk Parakeet
Eastern Wood-Peewee
Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Tree Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Marsh Wren

Carolina Wren
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Veery
Swainson’s Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Ovenbird
Worm-eating Warbler
Northern Waterthrush
Black-and-white Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Northern Parula
Magnolia Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Black-throated Blue  

Warbler
Pine Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green  

Warbler
Canada Warbler
Wilson’s Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
Scarlet Tanager

Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Boat-tailed Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow 

**First-time listing, 
making our cumulative 
list 185 birds

Other highlights: 
20 Warblers (+6 from 2015)
11 Waterfowl (same as 2015)
11 Shorebirds (+1 from 2015)

First-time no-show: 
Red-eyed Vireo 

The 2016 Hackensack 
RiverCreepers are:
Ray Duffy
Dave Kaplan
Kerul Kassel
Hugh Carola, captain

Our Corporate Sponsor: 
Shop Rite Supermarkets

Our Corporate Partner:
Toyota of Hackensack

Next WSB: May 13, 2017

NJ Audubon Society’s 33nd Annual
World Series of Birding

May 14, 2016
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By Hugh M. Carola
By the time you read this, 

one of our region’s most compre-
hensive wildlife studies will be 
complete: the nesting survey of 
the NY/NJ Harbor Estuary’s colo-
nial waterbirds. Conducted every 
three years by the bi-state Har-
bor Estuary Program (HEP), the 
survey counts nesting populations 
of herons, cormorants, gulls, terns 
and shorebirds within HEP’s core 
area. Roughly defined, the area 
includes the tidal waterways and 
adjacent lands from the Shrews-
bury River in the south to the 
Tappan Zee Bridge in the north 
to the head of Long Island Sound 
and Jamaica Bay in the east to 
the heads of tide on the Raritan, 
Rahway, Elizabeth, Passaic and 
Hackensack Rivers in the west.

In the mid-1980s several spe-
cies of herons began re-colonizing 
the metro region starting on 
Shooters Island, Prall’s Island and 
Isle of Meadows in the Arthur 
Kill. Many used the Meadow-
lands as their prime foraging 
area. Eventually, the birds and 
their descendants moved east to 
islands like Mill Rock in the East 
River, Subway Island in Jamaica 
Bay and Hoffman & Swinburne 
Islands in Lower New York Bay – 
all within the city limits of NYC. 
Most people on our Eco-Cruises 
are amazed to learn that most of 
the herons they see from the boat 
don’t live in the Meadowlands but 
instead build their nests and raise 
their young in the City.

As the heron population grew, 
so did those of other species. In 
particular, the number of nest-
ing Double-crested Cormorants 
rose alongside that of the herons, 

each now boasting around 2,000 
pairs annually. During the same 
time, gull populations dropped 
as landfills closed one by one in 
the Meadowlands and on Staten 
Island. 

Studying this urban ornitho-
logical phenomenon are teams 
trained and led by Dr. Susan Elbin 
at NYC Audubon and Dr. Nellie 
Tsipoura at New Jersey Audubon 
– the co-chairs of HEP’s Harbor 
Herons & Colonial Waterbirds 
Working Group. In addition to 
more than a dozen islands, the 
survey teams visited beaches 
(shorebirds, terns), wetlands, 
rooftops (gulls), abandoned piers 
(terns), and other locations includ-
ing Harmon Cove in Secaucus. 
Their work is invaluable, I’m 
proud to call them my colleagues 
and I’ll report their findings in a 
subsequent Tidelines issue. In the 
meantime…

American Kestrel – One 
of these diminutive falcons was 
observed calling and circling over 
Maywood, NJ on 4/3.

Bald Eagle – While the nest 
of “Al & Alice” in Ridgefield 
Park failed, the eagle pair at Ke-

arny Point has produced another 
two chicks. In addition, the pairs 
at Oradell Reservoir, Lake Tap-
pan, Woodcliff Lake and Palisades 
Interstate Park in Alpine, NJ 
reportedly had nesting successes. 
Our next issue will have addition-
al eagle info.

Barn Owl – A boatful of 
students was treated to the sight 
of an owl perching underneath the 
Route 3 eastbound bridge on the 
East Rutherford side on 5/26.

Black Vulture – A flock of 
six vultures was observed at close 
range feeding on a road-killed 
woodchuck late on 4/29 near 
Sparkill Brook in Rockleigh, NJ. 
By the next morning, all evidence 
of the kill was gone, thanks to 
“Nature’s Sanitation Department”. 

Brant – A flock of 14 was 
seen foraging near the mouth of 
the Hackensack River on 5/30.

Common Raven – Due to 
increased nesting by Peregrine 
Falcons, including at Laurel Hill 
in Secaucus and multiple Palisades 
cliff locations, ravens seem to have 
been driven to alternate nesting 
sites. Do you know of any?

Eastern Cottontail – 2016 
is shaping up to be an unofficial 
“Year of the Rabbit” in our area, 
with many more sightings than 
usual being reported. One doe 
(yes, that’s what females are 
called!) denned and had her young 
under the front lawn of a May-
wood home.

Eastern Towhee – Not nearly 
as numerous as they used to be 
due to increased browsing by 
white-tailed deer; nonetheless 
several were reported at Schmidt’s 
Woods Park in Secaucus, NJ on 
4/1 (no fooling!)

Hackensack WatersHed Field notes

Monk Parakeets have taken up year 
round residence in Hudson County.
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Great Horned Owl – The 
Schmidt’s Woods pair and its two 
fledglings were seen there through 
late May.

Least Sandpiper – A late, 
lingering flock of between 25 and 
50 was observed in the vicinity of 
River Barge Park in Carlstadt, NJ 
on 6/10.

Monk Parakeet – A single 
bird was heard (an ungodly 
squawking, BTW) and seen being 
chased by a European Starling at 
Laurel Hill on 6/5.

Muskrat – Following up to 
last issue’s report of a crash in 
north Jersey’s ‘rat population, I 
spoke with Tom Mulea, president 
of the NJ Trappers Association, 
at this year’s NJ Fish & Wildlife 
Open House at Pequest Hatch-
ery. Tom confirmed that a major 
outbreak of the tick-borne disease 
Tularemia (commonly called “rab-
bit fever”) has, in fact, decimated 
the species. 

Osprey – By mid-March these 
fish-eating raptors were observed 
returning to nesting sites in our 
area. One was observed perched 
in a riverside cottonwood tree in 
Teaneck on 4/25. As of 6/8, the 
nesting count stood at nine – all 
of which were observed ON nests: 
Jersey City* (PSE&G), Kearny 1 
(Standard Chlorine), Kearny 2* 
(decommissioned Boonton Line 
RR Bridge), Lyndhurst 1 (Upper 
Hack Bridge), Lyndhurst 2 (Ber-

ry’s Creek), Carlstadt 1 (Dead tree 
at Moonachie Creek), Carlstadt 2 
(WBBR radio tower), Teaneck (re-
lay tower at Overpeck Park) and 
Newark* (PointNo Point Bridge). 
By 6/9, chicks were observed at 
(*) locations.

Peregrine Falcon – Ever-in-
creasing in our watershed region, 
a pair set up housekeeping this 
spring atop the former Bank of 
America building at 210 Main 
Street in Hackensack – across and 
just a few doors down from our 
office. And “Big Mama” was seen 
back on and around the Route 3 
Bridges over the river between 
East Rutherford and Secaucus on 
5/1. By 6/10, three chicks were 
observed in their nest box; and on 
6/25 they fledged.

Pileated Woodpecker – The 
loud, bugling call of this large 
bird woke one west Hackensack 
(near Coles Brook) resident from 
a sound sleep on 5/10. 

Pine Warbler – The first 
warbler reported in our watershed 
this season came from Schmidt’s 
Woods on 4/1 (again, no fooling!)

Red-bellied Snake – While 
it’s always great to see one of our 
region’s colorful water snakes, 
the animal in question probably 
wasn’t very happy as it wound up 
being eaten by a determined Great 
Egret on 6/5 in the Sawmill Creek 
WMA.

Rusty Blackbird – From 

mid-March thru early April 
“Rusties” were described by one 
birder as being “pretty frequent in 
Schmidt’s”. For those unfamiliar 
with the park, it’s one of the few 
patches of woodlands in the cen-
tral/southern part of the Meadow-
lands.

Semipalmated Plover – Just 
slightly out of our watershed, 
a single bird was observed on 
several days in May at the Ridge-
wood Duck Pond; an unexpected 
location for migrating plovers. 

Snow Goose – Amazingly, 
what we assume is the same bird 
observed with a flock of Canada 
Geese in the neighborhood of 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
over the past two years has been 
sighted again – and in the same 
place – on 4/24.

Snowy Egret  - No surprise, 
the first Snowys of 2016 were re-
corded at DeKorte, and no fooling, 
they were seen there on 4/1!

Marsh Wren – Also not a joke, 
the first of these small, ubiquitous 
Meadowlands birds was seen at 
DeKorte on April Fool’s Day.

Thanks to all our spotters 
and a tip o’ the naturalist’s hat 
to: Anonymous, Joe Augeri, Pete 
Bacinski, Scott Barnes, Daniel 
Carola, Ray Duffy, Sue Foster, 
Betsy Hays, Mary Knight, Joseph 
Labriola, Angie Miller, Tom Mu-
lea, Mike Ruscigno, Bill Sheehan, 
Chris Takacs and Kate Wade. 

Frank R. Massaro, Attorney at Law
Over 30 Years Immigration Experience 

Member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association

IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS?

212 244-3998

39 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10006

www.frankcitizenship.com
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Volunteer Corner
By Caitlin Doran 

Panasonic Cleanup – Riverfront Park, April 21, 2016 

The cleanup season kicked off with a very successful trash 
haul  at the Skeetkill Marsh. This was Wood-Ridge Girl 
Scout Cora Lopresti’s Gold Award project, and she had  
some terrific helpers!  

Girl Scout Cleanup – Skeetkill Marsh, April 9, 2016 

We returned to Skeetkill to help Genzyme clean-up the  
resource in their backyard. Great effort, Genzyme team!

We proudly partnered on a cleanup of Woocliff Lake 
Reservoir with SUEZ – formerly Untied Water as 
part of the 4th annual Bi-State Watershed Cleanup: 
a multi-community day of action in the Hacken-
sack River Watershed in both New York and New 
Jersey. This cleanup is organized every year by the 
Park Ridge Green Team, which does a fabulous 
job of mobilizing volunteers from throughout the 
watershed. Riverkeeper and SUEZ volunteers took 
upwards of 50 bags out of the reservoir, and dis-
covered the presence of a strange single-use plastic 
product along the banks.

Bi-State Watershed Cleanup –  
Woodcliff Lake Reservoir, April 23, 2016

Longtime Partner Panasonic had another great group at 
their annual cleanup of our sister River, the Passaic, along 
Riverfront Park in Newark.

Genzyme Cleanup – Skeetkill Marsh, April 22, 2016 

Slam Dunk The Junk – Hackensack,  
April 30, 2016

All the trash that’s fit to print! Here’s a look at our busy 
2016 River Cleanup season: 14 cleanups, approximately 
550 bags, 40 tires, over 400 volunteers, untold amounts of 
metal and wooden debris – and the usual amount of coco-
nuts! And we’re not even halfway through the season!  

Riverkeeper was proud to participate in Hacken-
sack’s “Slam Dunk The Junk” city-wide cleanup, 
organized by the Bergen County Clean Communities 
Program. For the second year in a row, volunteers 
cleaned up Hackensack River County Park.
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Tenafly Middle School and Levi-Strauss Cleanup – Tenakill Brook, May 4, 2016

This much-needed cleanup of the Tenakill Brook was the 
combined effort of volunteers from Tenafly Middle School 
and cleanup sponsor Levi-Strauss. Support from corporate 

stewards, like Levis-Strauss, ensures that we are able to 
hold cleanups with our local school groups. Thanks, Levi 
Strauss, and great job Tenafly Middle School students!

Kenneth B. George Park – River Edge, May 7, 2016

This annual cleanup, which we moved to the Spring, 
continues to be a great partnership with the River Edge 
Environmental Commission and the Bergen Clean Com-
munities Program. Volunteers handily filled 40 yd. dump-
ster and removed huge debris, like a makeshift floating 
dock, from the river.

Samsung Cleanup – Overpeck Park, May 13, 2016

Ralph Lauren Cleanup – Laurel Hill Park, May 17, 2016

Riverkeeper welcomed new partner 
Ralph Lauren into the Cleanup Pro-
gram family this year. This great group 

performed a land cleanup at Laurel 
Hill Park, sweeping the banks and get-
ting big debris, even the undercarriage 

of a truck! We look forward to having 
them back for another service event, at 
a different location, in July. 

Don’t let these photos fool you! We had over 100 Samsung 
employees working in groups to clean-up Overpeck Park 
in May. Even under threat of rain, teams of employees 
stayed behind and kept working to remove every pocket of 
trash, in the most hard-to-reach spots!
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Hackensack High and Main Street Business Alliance 
Cleanup - Foschini Park, Hackensack, June 3, 2016

We planned a wonderful first cleanup with Hackenasck 
High School this year, with support from the Main Street 
Business Alliance. Hackensack High’s “Goin Green” 
Club came out on a day off from school to beautify Fos-
chini Park and prevent trash like single-use plastics and 
cigarrete butts from becoming flotsam.  

Ridgefield High School Cleanup - Wolf Creek, 
Ridgefield, June 6, 2016

There’s no cleanup like an ING 
cleanup! This fun-loving group 
plays as hard as it works, often 
playing pick-up games with what-
ever baseballs, soccer balls, and 
the like that they find during the 
cleanup!

ING Cleanup – 16th Street 
Park, Bayonne, May 20, 2016

Summer Solstice Cleanup - Laurel Hill County Park, June 18, 2016

Each year, Ridgefield residents and envrionmental activ-
ists Bruce and Karen Riede, along with Ridgefield High 
Spanish Teacher Olga Escobar, coordinate a cleanup 
of Wolf Creek with Ridgefield  High students. We were 
happy to have the support of the town’s DPW again this 
year, as well as help from Ridgefield’s  new Clean Com-
munities Coordinator, Millie Rojas.

And what a Solstice Cleanup it was! Unlike a very rainy 
Solstice last year, we had nothing but sunshine and fair 
weather at this year’s annual event, which always con-
cludes with a pot luck BBQ. Music, food, and fun were all 

on tap at the Solstice Cleanup – even mini cruises com-
pliments of Captain Bill. Making this cleanup especially 
memorable was a visit from the original Cleanup Program 
Coordinator, the Queen of Trash herself, Ms. Lisa Ryan!  

Stryker Cleanup – Memorial Park, Fair Lawn, May 26, 2016
Stryker called us in the spring, hoping to organize a river 
cleanup, and boy are we happy they did! Their team of 20 was 
one of the first to help us expand to locations along the Pas-
saic, desperately in need of a cleanup. Despite being new to 
the River Cleanup Program, this group wasn’t shy, plucking out 
shopping carts and tires from the Passaic along Memorial Park 
in Fair Lawn. We plan to return back to this spot to remove 
a large cache of dumped tires we discovered just north of the 
bridge.
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SPLASH! RiverFest: Pirates of the Hackensack
Something Fishy’s Going On

By Mary Knight
Sometimes we are 

drawn somewhere or to 
something. We don’t know 
why. Nearly 15 years ago, 
I was drawn to the Mead-
owlands and subsequently, 
Hackensack Riverkeeper. 
I read about Riverkeeper 
in the papers and wanted 
so badly to go on an Eco-
Cruise, but my retail life 
would not allow it. I even 
dreamt of working for 
Riverkeeper. Well, some-
times dreams do come true. 
In 2012, I became the Ops 
Director, and love every 
minute of my hectic, crazy, 
and rewarding job!

The one thing I love more 
than my job is fishing! Lately 
we’ve been getting reports of huge 
“cows” (striped bass), along with 
bluefish, and fluke (summer floun-
der). We can’t eat the fish just yet, 
but we’re working toward the day 
when we can. So....
Be a Clean Water Pirate 
 On Sept. 24, we invite you to 
join us for RiverFest: Pirates of 
the Hackensack, which will take 
place at the Laurel Hill County 
Park Promenade in Secaucus, NJ, 
on Saturday, September 24, 2016, 
from 11 am to 5 pm. 

This free event will focus on 
the fishing opportunities in the 
estuary, educate anglers on the 
various fish species that reside in 
the River, and promote catch-and-
release fishing. 

We will partner with the Hud-
son River Fishermen’s Associa-
tion (HRFA) for this event. It was 
HRFA men and women who  

 
fished the waters, watched as the 
rivers and estuaries suffered, and 
founded the Waterkeeper move-
ment fifty years ago. Those foun-
ers led the way for the nearly  
300 Waterkeepers now working 
to protect, preserve, and restore 
waterways worldwide.

SPLISH, SPLASH, time to catch a fish!
As in previous years, our event 

is part of the Waterkeeper Alliance 

SPLASH EVENT SERIES 
presented nationally by 
TOYOTA. All previous 
SPLASH events around 
the country have involved 
paddling, sailing, swimming 
or cleanups, but our 2016 
RiverFest is the first to focus 
on fishing. For us, it’s also 
a salute to our Waterkeeper 
roots.

 All necessary tackle and 
baits will be provided, food, 
games, entertainment, win 
some booty for biggest fish 
and most fish. Be sure to put 
on yer pirate face for Best 
Pirate costume contest!

Aaargh! Ye landlubbers, 
a day ye will not want to 

miss, so bring the kids, bring the 
family and learn about fishing the 
Hackie. 

Thank you to our local Spon-
sors: Hackensack UMC, Inserra 
Supermarkets, Ramsey Outdoor 
Stores, PSE&G, SUEZ, The 
XChange at Secaucus Junc-
tion, and Whole Foods Market, 
National Sponsor - TOYOTA, 
Waterkeeper Alliance, and HRFA 
for making this event possible. 

To register or to become a 
sponsor, visit:  
piratesofthehackensack.com

Swim, Drink, Go Fish!   

Student catches a Fluke in June 
UWEP program at Laurel Hill Park.

Mary catches her first Striper ever 
from the Laurel Hill Park Promenade 
deck. Awe, it’s so cute!
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Hey there Tidelines readers! Can you believe 
summer is already here? It seems like it was just yes-
terday we were all shoveling snow out of our drive-
way and adding extra layers in order to stay warm. 
This wonderful weather was exactly what I need to 
keep my spirits up and to keep working hard on de-
veloping community projects that 
raise awareness on the importance 
of our local water quality. Some 
of my most recent stewardship 
projects include programs like 
the Teaneck Creek Conservancy’s 
Water Rocks Project, the Hoboken 
Green Team Storm Drain Mural 
Project, Cresskill Environmental 
Commission’s Rain Barrel Work-
shop and Biological Volunteer 
Monitoring Workshops with Ben 
Porat Yosef School in Paramus, 
Merritt Memorial Elementary 
School in Cresskill and Park 
Ridge High School in Park Ridge. 

While my plate has been quite 
full these last couple of months, I 
still made the time to attend events 
such as the Northern Valley Earth 
Fair, Hackensack Riverkeeper’s 
Earthfest, and Teaneck Creek 
Conservancy’s SpringFest. These 
were all wonderful events that 
celebrated the bond we share with 
our natural environment. What 
I enjoyed most was that I got to 
learn about brilliant organizations 
working hard to maintain and pre-
serve that very same bond. 

As always, I had an awesome 
time going to different schools 
in various parts of Bergen and 
Hudson Counties conducting 
presentations on non-point source 
water pollution. The most re-
warding experience I had with students thus far was 
made possible through my participation in the Urban 
Watershed Education Program (UWEP). This pro-

gram educates middle school students through the use 
of local water resources and helps them to achieve a 
greater awareness of their watershed and to instill a 
sense of stewardship. I had a great time teaching stu-
dents from Jersey City, Elizabeth, and Carteret about 
the impact that humans play on the environment. 

It was also a great opportunity 
for them to apply the skills they 
have been learning throughout the 
school year and apply it through 
hands on activities. 

Even though my term as NJ 
Watershed Ambassador for Wa-
tershed Management Area 5 is 
coming to an end, I’m still learning 
new things every day. I’m grateful 
for having had the opportunity to 
meet everyone during my term of 
service. One of the most impor-
tant goals I set for myself when I 
started the Watershed Ambassadors 
Program was to leave a legacy 
behind, and I have been fortunate 
enough to achieve that. For ex-
ample, programs like the Hoboken 
Green Team Storm Drain Mural 
Project gained so much positive 
feedback from the community, 
school groups and government 
officials that the city is hoping to 
continue the program to encourage 
students to creatively raise aware-
ness about what everyone can do 
for clean water. 

Lastly, thank you to those 
who attended my programs! I also 
want to thank those of you who 
are doing something great just 
by picking up this newsletter and 
becoming aware about the impor-
tant issues in your hometowns and 
learning about all the great causes 

that Hackensack Riverkeeper is fighting for. Thank 
you all for making my term of service such a wonder-
ful and rewarding experience.

WMA 5 Ambassador Update
Murals, Rocks and Rain Barrels, oh my!

ByElizabeth Balderes

Top: Winning mural by Hoboken High 
School students can be seen at the 
corner of 8th and Clinton Street.
Bottom: Winning mural by Wallace 
School students is located on the  
corner of 11th and Clinton Street.
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Rachel Grosso  Rachel joins Hackensack River-
keeper following the conclusion of her second year at 
Goucher College in Towson, MD. While at Goucher, 
Rachel is pursuing a degree in Environmental Studies 
and International Relations. She is also a member of 
the Women’s Lacrosse team and works as a residen-
tial assistant in the Office of Residential Life. In her 
free time, Rachel enjoys reading, exercising, and pur-
suing her goal of becoming a ‘Jill of all Trades’. This 
summer when she is not answering Hughie’s phone, 
you can find her rebuilding her family’s back porch 
or selling produce at local farmer’s markets.  

Tommy Bluj  Hi, my name is Tommy Bluj and I am a 
policy intern here at Hackensack Riverkeeper. I have 
finished my sophomore year at Susquehanna Univer-
sity where I have just completed a minor in business 
administration and plan to devote my remaining 
two years obtaining a major in ecology. I also play 
football for the University, being a slot receiver and 
kick/punt returner. I enjoy just about any outdoor 
activity, but fishing is definitely my favorite. From 
fly-fishing for trout in small streams to angling sharks 
in the open ocean and everything in between, any day 
on the water is a good day for me. I am excited to be 
a part of Hackensack Riverkeeper and look forward 
to developing long lasting relationships with people 
who care so much about New Jersey’s waters.  

Meet our Summer Interns
Every summer brings new rising stars to our office! 

Rachel (4), a midfielder, taking the draw on April 23, 2016 
against  Moravian.

Tommy with a Pike he caught in Lac St. Patrick, in 
Quebec, Canada last summer.

As usual, we received a group of applicants with 
stellar grades and environmental extracurriculars. Of 
the three who made the first cut, Hasbrouck Heights 
HS graduate Jason DiGiacinto best exemplified the 
type of student we look for. An Environmental Club 
officer, he brought that same ethic to HHHS Key 
Club and Athletes in Action – all of which engaged 
in various sustainability, recycling and community 
aesthetic activities.

An avid aquarist, Jason breeds freshwater tropical 
fish, which helps take pressure off wild populations; 
and grows aquatic plants, which help to recreate 
more natural systems within aquaria. Through his 

avocation, Jason developed an appreciation of marine 
ecosystems and a strong desire to protect them. As 
he wrote in his application essay, “I want to be out 
on the water and working hands-on with marine life. 
I want to protect and save them.” We at Hackensack 
Riverkeeper are more than happy to present Jason 
with our $1000 scholarship award.

Jason, accepted at six northeastern universities, 
chose to attend Rutgers University because of its 
highly-rated Marine Biology program at its School of 
Environmental & Biological Sciences. He will gain 
a quality education and Rutgers will gain a dedicated 
student of whom they will certainly be proud.

2016 Ron Vellekamp Scholar: Jason DiGiacinto
Winner from Hasbrouck Heights has a real passion for marine life.
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In 1994, a cab driver/rock & 
roll drummer named Bill Sheehan 
stopped waiting for “somebody to 
do something” about pollution and 
the loss of wetlands in and around 
the Hackensack River. Three years 
later, his passion (and his job) 
became Hackensack Riverkeeper. 
Today our organization is recog-
nized as one of the leading envi-
ronmental group working on and 
for the river.

Using a four-fold strategy 
of environmental action, advo-

cacy, education and litigation, 
Riverkeeper continually defends 
the Public Trust resources of the 
Hackensack River for the benefit 
of the people and wildlife that 
depend on it. Each year upwards 
of 10,000 people – from young 
schoolchildren to senior citizens 
– join us at the river to better un-
derstand and embrace their rights 
and responsibilities as watershed 
citizens.
You can help deepen their under-
standing and strengthen that  

embrace through a special, lasting 
gift. Despite the many clean water 
victories we’ve won over the 
years, we cannot afford to rest on 
our past laurels. There will always 
be a need to maintain Hackensack 
Riverkeeper’s strong, effective 
presence on the river. Through 
your planned giving you can en-
sure it will be so for your children, 
grandchildren and beyond.
Find a Lasting Way to Give…

Most people recognize that 
estate planning is a very important 
thing to do – but in the future, not 
now. But working out your estate 
plans while you’re in the prime of 
life can have many more benefits, 
especially the knowledge that your 
wishes, concerns and passions are 
recorded and respected.
Gift of Retirement Funds of Life 
Insurance: Naming Hackensack 
Riverkeeper as a beneficiary of 
your retirement plan, IRA or life 
insurance policy is a generous way 
to make a legacy gift “outside” of 
your will.
Bequest: A gift through your will 
is generally the most popular form 
of planned giving. A will bequest 
can take any number of forms 
including the designation of a spe-
cific dollar amount or percentage 
of your estate’s assets to be allo-
cated to Hackensack Riverkeeper.
Securities: Gifting appreciated 
securities to Hackensack River-
keeper is a great way to strengthen 
the long-term financial foundation 
of the organization. In many cases 
such a gift has immediate tax 
advantages to the donor.

As always, we at Hackensack 
Riverkeeper recommend that you 
discuss all planned giving options 
with your family and your finan-
cial and/or estate advisors.   

You can help protect the Hackensack River, its  
watershed and wildlife for many generations to come.

 

   I have included Hackensack Riverkeeper in my estate plans. 
    Please include my (our) name in your annual report and  
   other materials. 
    Please list me (us) as: ____________________________
   _____________________________________________

    Please do not list my/our name but do count me/us as an  
   anonymous donor(s). 

[Optional] I have provided for Hackensack Riverkeeper in my: 

 Will      Retirement Plan      other: __________________

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________ 

State: ____________________ Zip: ________________________ 

Phone: (______)________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________

                                              231 Main Street 
     Hackensack, NJ 07601  
     phone: 201-968-0808
     fax: 201-968-0336 
    info@hackensackriverkeeper.org

Hackensack Riverkeeper is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Taxpayer ID # 22-3530496

Leave a Legacy…

www.hackensackriverkeeper.org
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At the helm  
continued from page 2 

holders approved the proposal and 
how the Trust Fund would soon 
be rejuvenated and strengthened, I 
was first confused, then angry. 

An article recounted an 
exchange from the previous day 
between Freeholder Chairman 
Steve Tanelli and Chuck Powers, 
Director of Bergen Grassroots 
who was addressing the Board to 
thank them for the approval. In 
the midst of Mr. Powers’ remarks, 
the Chairman interrupted him with 
what I can only describe as a lame 
excuse that the proposed increase 
“…was a typo.” and that the levy 
would remain at ¼ cent for the 
foreseeable future. 

For the life of me I cannot 
reconcile what was told to me in 
great detail with what I read in the 
paper. I’m forced to wonder what 
sort of foul politics (or perhaps 
politics as usual?) was behind that 
abrupt about-face. Are incumbent 
officials so insecure that they are 
afraid to listen to the voters of the 
county who have always support-
ed every public question related to 
open space funding usually by at 
least a 2-1 margin? Sadly, I guess 
they are. FYI, the last time Bergen 
voters were asked to decide, they 
approved a full ONE CENT levy 
for the Trust Fund!

Sustaining and improving 
access to open spaces and quality 
recreational facilities as well as 

safeguarding historical treasures, 
and productive farmland are qual-
ity of life issues to which County 
residents – and ALL people – have 
every right. The inexcusable 
inaction by the County Execu-
tive and the Freeholders is a slap 
in the face to every citizen who 
voted to protect and preserve their 
environment and the character 
of their communities. That goes 
double for those towns struggling 
to deal with flooding issues. While 
I strongly urge them to reconsider, 
I fear they will instead cling to 
whatever their paid political con-
sultants tell them to do. Or not do.

Be a Friend of  
Hackensack Riverkeeper

Your help is urgently needed.  Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates 
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as 
yourself.  Please show your support for environmental health and 
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a 
donation today.  HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________ 
_____$250   _____$100   _____$50   _____$35    $_______ (other)
_____Amex            _____Visa           _____MC         _____Discover    
Card #__________________________________ V code_________

Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.

Make checks payable to: 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, 231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601

or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/donate.html to donate online.

TL216

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO

Management & General Expenses

Fund Raising

Programs, Services, Outreach

Programs, 
Services,  
Outreach         
80.3%

Fund  
Raising          
10.3%

Management  
& General Expenses         
9.4% 

Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we provide 
award winning Education Programs, inter-
esting Eco-Cruses, community enhancing 
Cleanup Programs and recreational paddling 
opportunities that bring 10,000+  people 
to our river and watershed every year. Our 
dedicated staff and volunteers are proud of 
the positive changes we see as a result of 
years of hard work. Come see the results for 
yourself. Be part of this evolution.    

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2014 Year End Tax Filing



NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 451

HACKENSACK, NJ
07606

231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601-7304 • 201-968-0808 • HackensackRiverkeeper.org

Protecting the  
Public’s Right to:

•  Clean, Plentiful 
   Drinking Water
•  Public Access to 
   Local Waters
•  Open Space  
   Preservation

•  Wildlife and Habitat  
   Conservation
•  Safe Boating, 
   Swimming, Paddling, 
   Fishing

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of 

SAVE THE DATE!

Annual Awards Celebration
& Sustainable SeafoodFest

For more information contact Gala@HackensackRiverkeeper.org or call 201-968-0808

Thursday, October 6, 2016  
Florentine Gardens, Rivervale, NJ  
Cocktail reception starts at 6:30PM 

 p
ho

to
 ©

  J
on

at
ha

n 
G

re
en


