
By Michele Langa 
The New Jersey Department 

of Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP) defines Natural Resource 
Damages (NRD) as “the dollar 
value of the restoration that is 
necessary to restore the injured 
resource and to compensate the 
citizens of the State for the injury 
to natural resources as a result of a 
discharge.” Under the Christie Ad-

ministration, an amendment to the 
NJ Constitution was proposed that 
would take NRD monies received 
above $50 million away from their 
purpose and dump them in the 
state’s general fund instead. 

To Christie, NRD money was 
little more than a way to plug the 
state’s budget holes. Recently, 
cases involving the Passaic River 

reached a $355 million combined 
settlement, but $288 million of 
that settlement was used to bal-
ance the state budget. That left 
only $67 million to go towards 
fixing decades of harm done to the 
communities and natural resources 
along the Passaic River. After 
heated conflict over the distribu-

Big Election Day Win for the Environment 
New Jersey voters overwhelming approve Public Question 2
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By Michele Langa
First, a Pipeline Primer:

In natural gas pipeline jargon, 
uprate, compressor, and loop are 
thrown around regularly. Uprate 
describes gaining an increase in 
gas flow through existing equip-
ment achieved with an upgrade to 
the equipment, but not the exist-
ing pipe. Compressor stations are 
the pumping stations that move 
the gas through the pipeline at a 
set rate, typically built at regular 
intervals along the overall line. A 
loop is the addition of a second 
pipe, usually parallel to the old 
pipe, which adds capacity to the 
pipeline at key points. 

And now the Proposal: 
Williams-Transco applied to 

the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on August 
31, 2017 for permits to uprate 
its two Northern New Jersey 
compressor stations and add a 
loop to its Carlstadt, NJ pipe-
line.  Completion of the project is 
proposed for the end of 2019. This 
latest application adds to the year 
old application with FERC for its 
Raritan Bay loop and 2015 Rocka-
way Delivery Lateral Project. 

The project proposed by 
Williams-Transco places our 
watershed and river in harm’s 

Rivervale South to Market: Pipeline Takeover Attempt
Williams-Transco seeks to expand its extensive pipeline network in northern New Jersey
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Two days after Election Day 
2016, while trying to process the 
reality of Donald Trump having 
just been elected President, I wrote 
then-gubernatorial candidate Phil 
Murphy, urging him “in the stron-
gest possible terms, to make and 
keep New Jersey’s environment 
central to your campaign – and to 
do so from the start.” As we now 
had virtually no influence over 
federal policy, it was my opinion 
that our state’s leadership (and its 
potential leaders) should focus on 
what could be done at the state 
level to safeguard New Jersey’s 
water, air, natural lands and wild-
life, and our rights to them.

I can only assume that my let-
ter made its way up the food chain 
because, in May, I was invited to 
meet the candidate’s Policy Team 
at Murphy Campaign HQ in New-
ark. They were keen to learn what 
our organization saw as the top 
local and statewide environmental 
concerns that a new administra-
tion should address. On May 25, I 
shared with them – and now with 
you – the following list, slightly 
updated since Election Day 2017:
1. A knowledgeable conservation 

professional should be ap-
pointed Commissioner of the 
NJ Department of Environmen-
tal Protection. He or she must 
reinvigorate the agency, rebuild 

morale, retain talented staff and 
support DEP’s mission to sup-
port our state’s environment.

2. The new Commissioner should 
officially concur with the US 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Obama-era decision 
to designate the lower Hacken-
sack River as a Superfund site. 
The action needs to be done 
ASAP, especially in light of 
how current EPA Administra-
tor Scott Pruitt is doing all he 
can to cut the agency off at the 
knees.

3. DEP’s Division of Land Use 
must be brought to heel. For 
far too long it’s been a loose 
cannon, often operating at odds 
with agency’s long-established 
policies on wetlands and wild-
life habitat protections.

4. The Environmental Crimes 
Unit at the Division of Crimi-
nal Justice needs to be rein-
stated. Incredibly, under the 
Christie administration, pollut-
ers were treated as customers, 
instead of criminals – as they 
should have been.

5. The Murphy administration 
must work with the Legislature 
to craft a Public Access Rule 
that properly reflects the needs 
of all our citizens and upholds 

Continued on page 23
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Pipeline Takeover 
continued from page 1

way, critically so, considering that 
both compressor stations marked 
for uprating are adjacent to two 
separate drinking water reservoirs: 
Oradell Reservoir and Lake Tap-
pan. The nature of the proposed 
construction and the proposed 
enhanced capacity of the exiting 
facilities are far too risky to be 
permitted so close to our drinking 
water supply. This project is a step 
backwards for our energy policy 
and the environment and commits 
the region to more unnecessary 
fossil fuel infrastructure projects, 
while also making it more difficult 
for renewable energy alternatives 
to enter the market.

In addition to the risks to 
our reservoirs, the project places 
wetlands at further risk of harm 
in Carlstadt, NJ, where mitigation 
banks have already been created 
from previous work to create the 
existing Williams-Transco facili-
ties at that location. The Mead-
owlands has been subject to abuse 
from industry for decades and it’s 
only recently recovering. It would 
be careless to allow a project such 
as the Carlstadt loop proposed 
by Williams-Transco to undo the 
work of conservationists that has 
brought the Meadowlands back 
from the brink of destruction. Its 
wetlands provide not only vital 
habitat for threatened and en-
dangered fish and birds, but also 
critical flooding and storm surge 
protection for the low-lying cities 
surrounding them.  

Existing impairments to the 
Hackensack River range from 
mercury and dioxin in fish tissue to 
bacteria like E. Coli, fecal coliform, 
and Enterococcus to chemicals like 
arsenic and phosphorus. The pro-
posed pipeline project would cause 
additional harm to the river and put 

reaching state and federal water 
quality standards well out of reach 
for many years to come. This in-
ability to meet swimmable, fishable 
water quality standards will not only 
affect the river, but all connected 
waterways as well. 

There is no illusion that the 
final condition or attempts to miti-
gate damage will be anywhere near 
as good as the present undisturbed 
state. This is especially true in 
areas like the Meadowlands where 
disturbances occur on lands already 
disturbed, “restored,” and then 
reopened again for a company’s fi-
nancial gain–particularly where no 
real mitigation plans exist, leaving 
too much planning to occur after 
the damage is done. 

Williams-Transco purports that 
the project is a necessity, due to 
increased demand for natural gas 
in New York City, yet presents 
little or no evidence to support the 
claim. This in light of the purpose-
ful movement away from burning 
fossil fuels by the mayor of New 
York City and the state’s gover-
nor.1 Both leaders have openly 
spoken about the dangers of cli-
mate change and associated green-
house gas emissions. It is a well-
known fact that burning natural 
gas contributes to greenhouse gas 

emissions and air pollution. The 
process for obtaining natural gas is 
equally troublesome as more and 
more is understood about the dan-
gers of fracking, a process New 
York banned in 2015.2

As many informed citizens 
know, the effects of climate 
change are real, measurable, and 
potentially devastating if nothing 
is done to stop contributory fac-
tors. Sea level rise, warming seas, 
increased flooding, and intense 
weather events akin to Superstorm 
Sandy are all the result of climate 
change. If nothing is done to curb 
climate change now, the effects 
will only get worse, more intense, 
and more frequent. 

One of the single worst 
contributors to climate change 
is greenhouse gas emissions, the 
majority of which are produced by 
burning fossil fuels for electric-
ity.3 As a result of this significant 
contribution, more and more cities 
and states including NJ are com-
mitting to an 80-100% renewable 
energy goal in the hope of reduc-
ing their contribution to green-
house gas emissions and, in turn, 
climate change.4

Ultimately, there is no benefit to 
New Jerseyans from this proposed 

Continued on page 4

Two of the work sites proposed along the banks of the Oradell Reservoir.  
The Oradell provides drinking water for 1 million people.  
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pipeline project, yet we would 
bear the brunt of the harm from its 
construction and continuing opera-
tion. The air pollution risks from the 
compressor stations alone are wor-
thy of halting the project entirely. 
Add to that the risks from piping 
more fracked natural gas across the 
state and through the Meadowlands 
and the project’s harm outweighs 
its benefit. It is unlikely that any 
amount of tax income or other mon-
etary incentives could make up for 
the potential risks to New Jersey’s 
citizens and natural resources.

The Threat of Explosion 
This project also presents the poten-
tial for disaster if the pipeline fails 
at any point going forward. Rush 
construction to meet deadlines often 
leads to an increased risk of failure. 
Pipeline projects already have a 
precarious safety history without 
adding the increased risk of rushed 
construction. According to the Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA), there 
have been over 100 pipeline failures 
in the US since 2010, two of which 
are Williams-Transco lines, both 
cited for external corrosion.5 There 
are no safeguards to protect the 
wetlands environment from a leak 
or explosion of the proposed pipe-
line. There are no guarantees that 
no harm will come to the residents 
near the sites of compressor stations 

in the event of a failure or explosion 
due to increased flow. Again, there 
is significant risk and no benefit. 

Throughout the application 
materials submitted to FERC, 
Williams-Transco focused on the 
temporary impacts of the esti-
mated twelve-month construction 
phase of the project. However, 
temporary impacts do not address 
the long-term effects of a proj-
ect like this. Not only will there 
be direct impacts on the habitat 
and wildlife from maintaining a 
pipeline laid through a delicate 
wetlands ecosystem, but also 
indirect and long-ranging impacts 
from running compressor stations 
in residential neighborhoods. It is 
time to put an end to corporations 
filling their bank accounts at the 
expense of the health and wellbe-
ing of New Jersey residents and 
the environment at large.

It is clear that the environ-
mental cost of this project and the 
negative effects on the health and 
wellbeing of New Jersey’s citizens 
far outweigh its alleged need. 
Providing an outdated fossil fuel 
to the people of New York City is 
not worth the cost, nor does it fall 
within the forward-thinking clean 
energy guidelines followed by 
the people of New York and New 
Jersey. Others are rejecting pipe-
line projects around the country as 
people begin to recognize and ac-
knowledge the danger, creating a 
positive trend toward clean renew-

able alternatives instead. Everyday, 
better sustainable energy options 
become available and should be 
the focus now, rather than allow-
ing antiquated pipeline projects 
to destroy our rivers and wetlands 
and endanger our citizens.

Hackensack Riverkeeper has 
submitted comments to FERC and 
has also requested that one or more 
public hearings be held for this 
project. The permitting process can 
be complicated; allowing for more 
meaningful public involvement and 
engagement would be beneficial to 
the affected residents. 

We will continue to oppose 
this project and update our sup-
porters on our progress.

You can help stop Williams-
Transco by submitting comments 
to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission and NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection! 

For instructions, visit: https://
hackensackriverkeeper.tumblr.
com/post/167603219046/public-
comments-pipelines. 

Pipeline Takeover 
continued from page 3

Election Day Win 
continued from page 1

tion of NRD funds in the state, a 
Constitutional Amendment was 
drafted to settle the debate. Pub-
lic Question #2 was added to the 
ballot to give NJ voters the choice 
on how to dedicate the money 
received through NRD settlements: 

“Yes” to dedicate the funds or “No” 
to let the funds continue to be used 
at the whim of the administration. 
On Election Day, NJ voters showed 
just how strongly they feel about 
the restoration and protection of 
NJ’s natural resources with nearly 
70% of them voting “Yes.” 

Going forward, if someone 
destroys or harms our natural 
resources they will not only be 
held responsible for their actions 
in court, but any NRD settlement 
money received will go directly to 
the restoration and reparation of 
those damaged areas.   

1  https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/
new-york/articles/2017-06-02/cuomo-announc-
es-15-billion-for-renewable-energy-projects.

2  http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2015/06/
new_york_officially_bans_hydrofracking.html.

3  https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-green-
house-gas-emissions.

4  http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/
news/478-15/de-blasio-administrationmoves-power-
100-percent-city-government-renewable-sources-of.

5  https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/library/re-
ports/pipeline-failure-investigation-reports.
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Chinese Environmentalists Take An Eco-Cruise With Us
Visiting leaders share stories, learn advocacy techniques on the water

By Hugh M. Carola
Being part of an international 

clean water movement – Water-
keeper Alliance – has more than 
its share of upsides. Besides the 
annual conference and regional 
meetings, sometimes a particularly 
extraordinary opportunity comes 
our way from Waterkeeper HQ in 
lower Manhattan. Such was the 
case when I took a call in late Sep-
tember from James Harkness, a 
consultant on China, food systems, 
environment and philanthropy. At 
the time he was working with a 
group of Chinese environmental 
leaders and charitable founda-
tions on a planned trip to the U.S. 
In preliminary discussions with 
Executive Director Marc Yaggi 
of Waterkeeper Alliance – the 
group’s host – he discovered that 
an Eco-Cruise with Hackensack 
Riverkeeper would be a perfect fit 
for everyone.

“Having been involved with 
the Alliance as long as I have, I’m 
well aware of its global reach and 
cross-cultural effectiveness,” says 
Capt. Bill. “But to have an oppor-
tunity to not only see it in action, 
but also be an agent of it was most 

gratifying – and a lot of fun, too.”
Long story short, on a beauti-

ful October 4th afternoon, Captain 
Bill and I met our colleagues 
from the other side of the globe at 
Laurel Hill Park and introduced 
them to the Hackensack River. 
Joining us were Liu Sheng, Chair-
man & Secretary General of the 
Riverwatcher Action Network, Wu 
Haoliang, Secretary General of the 
Beijing Heyi Green Foundation, 
Sun Cheng, Secretary General of 
Green Hunan, Li Xiang, Deputy 
Secretary of the Friends of Nature 
Foundation, plus a large contin-
gent from the Alibaba Group’s 
Charity Commission. Joining 
them, also from China, was 
consultant Chang Tianle whose 
English/Mandarin and Mandarin/
English translations (along with 
those of Mr. Harkness) were most 
welcome.

“Those of you who’ve partici-
pated in Eco-Cruises will recall 
that Capt. Hugh and I generally 
conduct our trips with a good deal 
of running commentary,” says 
Bill. “So it was a major shift for 
us to pause after two sentences to 
allow Tianle and Jim to translate.”

During our time on the river, 
we took a trip through the Saw-
mill Creek Marsh to show how 
productive wildlife habitats can 
coexist with developed areas; and 
we delivered a short-but-intensive 
primer on environmental litiga-
tion while holding just offshore 
of the Honeywell site in Jersey 
City – location of our biggest legal 
victory to date. While recogniz-
ing the many differences between 
our countries and the powers (or 
lack of) that citizens have to effect 
positive change, it was heartening 
to learn about recent develop-
ments regarding environmental 
policy in China. One top-down 
positive change is the 2015 Water 
Pollution Action Plan – which 
has created comprehensive and 
strict new regulations; which has 
been mirrored by a near-explosive 
growth in new environmental 
advocacy groups.

Of course Chinese environ-
mentalism has a long way to go 
due to its late start. Dealing with 
the Yangtze River alone – which 
receives fully 45% of the nation’s 
sewage and industrial discharges 
– is an incredibly heavy lift. But 
if China can put as much energy 
into its environment as it has into 
its economy, late start or not, I 
think they’ll have the opportunity 
to ultimately prove, as we Water-
keepers say: Clean Water = Strong 
Communities.  

Prior to heading out on an Eco-
Cruise with Captains Bill and Hugh, 
Jim Harkness (foreground, second 
from left) joins our Chinese guests 
in greeting their fellow watershed 
citizens here in New Jersey. 
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On October 19, friends and supporters 
of Riverkeeper celebrated our 20th An-
niversary at Florentine Gardens in River 
Vale, NJ.  Those honored made a positive 
difference in our watershed through their 
efforts and support. Capt. Bill Sheehan 
presented Bergen County Executive, 
James Tedesco, III  and Wayne Hasen-
balg, Esq. with the Excellence in Public 
Service Award. Ramsey Outdoor was pre-

sented with the Corporate Environmental 
Stewardship Award for their years of 
support for Riverkeeper and other envi-
ronmental groups throughout the region. 
Special thanks to our long-time Master 
of Ceremonies, Brian Thompson and our 
auctioneer, Robert Ceberio.

Photos of the gala, by Joe Frazz Pho-
tography, can be found at hackensack-
riverkeeper.org/photos.  

20th Anniversary Celebration
Steel drums, fun, and 20 years of Clean Water Advocacy

SORCE

Thank You Sponsors!

County Executive Jim Tedesco, 
Capt. Bill and NBC Correspondent  
Brian Thompson 

Captain Bill Sheehan with  
Wayne Hasenbalg, NJSEA President.

Capt. Bill with operations directors 
past and present. L to R: Mary Knight, 
Lisa Ryan, and Kathy Urffer

Riverkeeper volunteers and staff ready to roll with the cool island 
sounds of Jean Claude Van Pan.

Stuart Levine and son Mike are presented with the 
Corporate Environmental Stewardship Award.
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It’s No Fluke –
There are fish in that thar river!

By Mary Knight
Our second RiverFest: Pirates 

of the Hackensack was another 
blast! This year we saw anglers 
of every age, spanning several 
generations, taking their place at 
the rail. Even a gang of pirates 
showed up! On a warm, sunny 
September 23, they all waited with 
bated breath and baited hooks as 
pirates paraded and a duel took 
place. All this happened as the 
mighty anglers were trying to land 
“the big one.” 

Our partners on the pier were 
none other than the tenacious 
crew of the Hudson River Fisher-
men’s Association (HRFA). They 
worked hard cutting bait; fix-
ing tangles, measuring fish, and 
returning them safely back to the 
water. The upbeat HRFA mem-
bers also encouraged the anglers 
throughout the day. 

We salute the volunteers of 
HRFA–we could not have done 
it without them! By the way, they 
also donated sixty reconditioned 
rods and reels that the young 
scallywags could keep to use 
another day. Special thanks also to 
Ramsey Outdoor Stores for their 
generous donation of prizes, and 
longtime volunteer and Trustee 
Brendan Reskakis who served up 
hundreds of hot dogs.

The fishing derby was strictly 
a catch and release event. Because 
fish and all marine life absorb 
toxins, it is strongly recommended 
that any fish caught in the lower 
Hackensack River not be con-
sumed. For more information on 
Fish Consumption Advisories in 
New Jersey, see the Fish Smart 
Eat Smart NJ guide, located on 
the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection website: 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/dsr/fishad-
visories/publications.htm

Included among the dozens of 
fish caught that day: White Perch, 
between 8” and 11.5”, in addi-
tion to a 10” Striped Bass. High-
hook honors were shared by Kyle 
and Abigail, each with four fish. 
Abigail had the biggest fish of the 
day (the above-mentioned perch). 
A Blue crab, measuring 6.5” across 
was also landed. By the end of the 
day, a couple dozen fish had been 
caught (and released) safely back 
into the Hack.

Thanks to your support, we 
are able to offer FREE programs 
that ensure public access to the 
river. Your support allows us to 
help enforce laws that protect your 
water. RiverFest is a great day to 
celebrate our river and all who use 
it. The Hackensack River belongs 
to you, whether you‘re strolling 
near her banks, fishing, paddling, 
or enjoying an Eco-Cruise.    

s The most prevalent species caught 
at the derby continues to be the 
Oyster Toadfish. These fish, for lack 
of a better description, are ugly. 
They have a wide mouth, small sharp 
teeth, and a tail that looks like that 
of a tadpole. They are omnivorous, 
mostly feeding on crustaceans, and 
do not require a lot of sustenance to 
survive. And while they are able to 
live in poor conditions, their increase 
in numbers is a good indicator of the 
continued improvement of the river. 

Pirates young and young-at-heart  
enjoy the day.  

s

s The Pirates of Folly entertained  
and led the famous Pirates Parade.

s This wee pirate caught her  
     prisoner trying to steal her bait!
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Real Science for Real People

Real Progress!
By Dr. Beth Ravit

On the 20th Anniversary of the founding of 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, it seems a good time to 
review the Real Science for Real People column in 
Tidelines. The brainchild of Captain Bill Sheehan, 
I never expected to be writing about environmental 
issues in the Meadowlands District and the greater 
Hudson-Raritan Estuary for the past seventeen years. 
Going back to Spring 2001, we’ve addressed diverse 
topics ranging from environmental pollution (first 
column), Meadowlands population density (received 
the most reader comments), water quality, landfill 
reuse and land use planning, to Eastern Oyster rein-
troduction. Beginning the third decade of Hackensack 
Riverkeeper, it seems appropriate to ask the question 
“How are we doing?” on these various environmen-
tal issues. 

Water Quality: Our drinking water quality (north 
of the Oradell Dam) remains high. Below the dam, 
we know from data collected by the Meadowlands 
Environmental Research Institute (MERI) that the 
water quality in the estuary often meets the regulatory 

standards for swimmability. Water quality impair-
ments related to Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) 
still happen, but the newest regulations supported by 
Riverkeeper will begin to control and reduce pollu-
tion coming from that aged infrastructure. In addi-
tion, while the USEPA study requested in 2014 by 
Hackensack Riverkeeper showed that river sediments 
are contaminated with historic organic compounds 
and heavy metals, hopefully this data will support the 
decisions necessary to begin the long needed sedi-
ment remediation. It is possible that the Hackensack 
could once more be fishable and swimmable for my 
grandchildren. Grade: C+

Land Use: In 2001, the Hackensack Meadow-
lands Development Commission (HMDC) became 
the NJ Meadowlands Commission (NJMC). The 
name change also signaled a change in the agency’s 
approach to land use in the District. Captain Bill 
worked closely with then-NJMC Executive Director 
Robert Ceberio to develop the 2004 Meadowlands 
District Master Plan, which protected the remain-
ing wetlands in the District. However, the lifetime 
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and height of the Keegan Landfill in Kearny were 
extended and increased, and in 2015, the state folded 
the NJMC into the NJ Sports & Exposition Author-
ity. The original innovative post-Sandy ReBuild 
By Design (RBD) concept, which called for creat-
ing new wetlands to mitigate flooding and increase 
recreational opportunities, was reconfigured beyond 
recognition by the state, and communities are still 
awaiting substantive actions that will reduce future 
vulnerabilities. Grade: D.  

Population Density and Environmental  
Planning: Issues related to affordable housing in 
New Jersey were not addressed during the last de-
cade, and are currently being litigated in state courts. 
Municipalities remain subject to “Builder’s Remedy” 
lawsuits, and there is no coherent policy related to 
the ultimate build-out of New Jersey – which is of 
particular importance in Hudson, Essex, Bergen, Pas-
saic, and Middlesex Counties. According to the North 
Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, population 
density continues to increase in the Meadowlands 
and is projected to do so through the 2040s. Trans-
portation infrastructure and mass transit capacity are 
inadequate to support both current and future needs. 
Grade. F.

Eastern Oyster: I am ecstatic to report that this 
month we found the first evidence of reintroduced 
Eastern Oysters successfully reproducing within our 
region! Recovered year-old research oysters had 
juvenile spat attached to their shell. This is the first 
reported evidence of successful reintroduced oyster 
reproduction in the Raritan Bay ecosystem. How-
ever, to expand oyster reintroduction in Northern 
New Jersey, the current regulations related to oyster 
restoration/research must be repealed to allow for this 
important habitat creation.  
Grade. Restoration Partners - A; NJDEP - F.

My overall evaluation is that great strides, driven 
by the work and advocacy of the dedicated staff of 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, have been made in what 
was once viewed as a “dead” ecosystem. However, 
there remains a great deal more to do. I look forward 
to 2037 when we will have a fishable and swimmable 
river, oyster reefs protecting shorelines of the Hud-
son-Raritan system, all Meadowlands landfills are 
closed and repurposed for habitat and recreation, and 
an environmental planning process is in place that 
meets the needs of all residents in the Hackensack 
River watershed. “Nothing that is worth doing can be 
achieved in our lifetime.” Reinhold Niebuhr.  
Stay tuned. 

201-599-3000
www.freedombanknj.com

Freedom Bank proudly supports the 

Hackensack Riverkeeper 
as it works to provide environmental advocacy, 

education and conservative programs 
to the local community.

Recovered year old research oysters with juvenile spat 
attached to their shell. This is the first reported evidence 
of successful reintroduced oyster reproduction in the 
Raritan Bay ecosystem.
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By Hugh M. Carola
Let me begin with an apol-

ogy. Seems that for years I’ve 
given wrong information about 
one of the former Harbor Heron 
islands – Shooters Island – located 
just off the north shore of Staten 
Island, NY at the southern end of 
Newark Bay. Somehow I thought 
I’d learned that the island was 
created in the 19th Century by the 
dumping of dredge spoils and so 
shared that “info” with hundreds 
of people during many Excursion 
Around the Bay Eco-Cruises. 
But thanks to an article published 
in the October 3 Staten Island 
Advance plus some red-faced fact 
checking on my part, I have to ad-
mit that I was wrong. Very wrong.

As it happened, while the 
island’s shorelines did undergo 
many human-wrought changes 
over the years since colonization, 
the island itself was already here. 
According to the New York City 
Parks Department website, it was 
well known for good waterfowl 
hunting (hence the name) and 
was used as a drop-off site for 
spies’ secret messages during the 
American Revolution. In the late 
19th and early 20th Centuries sev-
eral shipbuilding companies were 
located on Shooters, building and 
launching large numbers of both 
tall ships and steamships there.

If anything, harbor authorities 
looked to diminish, rather than 
increase the island’s size. Dur-
ing the mid-1900s, the US Army 
Corps of Engineers even consid-
ered a plan to demolish the island 
in order to better facilitate ship 
traffic between the Arthur Kill, 

Kill Van Kull and Newark Bay. 
Fortunately, the plan died on the 
drawing board. The one thing I 
did get right was the fact that the 
island was all but abandoned after 
World War II, leading to its natu-
ral reclamation, which in turn led 
to it becoming home to one of the 
original Harbor Heron rookeries.

Speaking of, at this year’s 
Harbor Herons & Colonial Water-
birds Conference on Staten Island 
December 5-6, we’ll learn if any 
herons have returned.

American Kestrel – An im-
mature female “K-bird” was ob-
served perched on a stalk of water 
hemp along the river in Carlstadt, 
NJ during fall migration on 10/7. 

Bald Eagle – As many of us 
had feared, our local eagle pairs 
were mostly unsuccessful. We 
already knew of the drama in 
Ridgefield Park where a younger, 
aggressive female drove off “Al-
ice”. And while “Al” and the new 
female bonded and were observed 
together throughout our boating 
season, they didn’t breed. We 
shall see in 2018. We’ll also have 
to wait on our upper watershed 
pairs, as none was successful this 
year. The only successful couple 
was the south Kearny (Hudson 
County!) pair, which fledged two 
chicks. 

Barn Owl – As best as can be 
told, the owls nesting on the East 
Rutherford, NJ side of the Route 
3 Eastbound bridge successfully 
fledged several chicks, some of 
which were observed during nu-
merous Eco-Cruises in September 
and October.

Black-crowned Night Heron 
– As reported previously, in recent 

years this species has experienced 
a significant drop in population 
relative to other heron species 
nesting within the NY-NJ Harbor 
Estuary. Unfortunately, based on 
our observations, Captain Bill and 
I can corroborate that situation as 
we saw pitifully few BCNHs dur-
ing the 2017 Eco-program season.

Black-bellied Plover – A 
flock of thirteen individuals of 
this late-migrating shorebird spe-
cies was seen on 10/7 at Anderson 
Creek Marsh in Secaucus.

Brown-headed Cowbird – A 
flock estimated at over 1,000 was 
noted foraging along the Route 
120 / Paterson Plank Road ramp 
in East Rutherford on 10/28.

Caspian Tern – Upwards of 
three individuals of this large tern 
species were observed at various 
Meadowlands locales, including 
River Barge Park in Carlstadt, NJ, 
during September.

Great Cormorant – A single 
(and very early) immature GC 
was seen along the river between 
Lyndhurst and Secaucus on 9/27. 
FYI, Great Cormorants are much 
more common in our area during 
the winter.

Great Horned Owl – First 
the good news: GHOs have re-
turned to Borg’s Woods Preserve 
in Hackensack/Maywood, NJ. 
On 10/2 a birder was treated to 
a close-up view of an owl from 
about 50 feet away. Now the bad: 
on 9/10 another owl was found 
dead at Overpeck County Park, 
apparently having become entan-
gled in discarded fishing line. 

Green-winged Teal – Flocks 
including upwards of a couple 
hundred of this small puddle duck 

Hackensack WatersHed Field notes
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species were first noticed at An-
derson Creek Marsh in Secaucus 
and the Saw Mill Creek Wildlife 
Management Area in Lyndhurst 
in mid-September – much earlier 
than ever before. 

Large Brown Bat and Little 
Brown Bat – One of each species 
was observed flying over a Little 
Ferry, NJ neighborhood on 10/14

Mushroom Cap Jelly – We 
had two sightings of this common 
brown-colored jelly (not “jelly-
fish”) towards the end of our boat-
ing season: just off the boat dock 
at Laurel Hill Park on 10/5 and in 
Newark Bay near its confluence 
with the Newark Shipping Chan-
nel on 10/14.

Osprey – Final tally of nesting 
Ospreys in our watershed region: 
Twelve! Pairs were confirmed in 
Jersey City, Secaucus (2), Kearny 
(2), Lyndhurst (2), East Ruth-
erford, Carlstadt, Teaneck, and 
Newark, NJ and Shooter’s Island, 
NY (honestly!). Of the total, eight 
pairs successfully fledged chicks, 
three nonbreeding pairs built 
“housekeeping nests” and one 
nest failed (Kearny at the decom-
missioned NJ Transit Boonton 
Line bridge). Our Osprey colony 
continues to grow.

Peregrine Falcon – “Big 
Mama” and “Mr. Mister” once 
again successfully fledged three 
chicks (Numbers 11, 12 & 13!) 
from their nest box underneath 
the Route 3 westbound bridge in 
East Rutherford, NJ. It’s possible/
probable that we had a breeding 
pair on the NJ Turnpike Western 
Spur bridge between Carlstadt 
and Ridgefield, NJ. Birds were 
seen there throughout much of our 
boating season but we couldn’t 
confirm fledging.

Snow Goose – The “unofficial 
mascot” of Fairleigh Dickinson 

University’s Metropoli-
tan Campus in Hack-
ensack/Teaneck, NJ 
has become quite the 
celebrity as it stands out 
quite strikingly from its 
adopted flock of  
Canada Geese.

White 
Pelican – Every 
couple of years or so, 
this southern/western 
species shows up in the 
Meadowlands. During 
August and Septem-
ber, many birders were 
treated to the sight of an adult 
pelican flying and foraging in and 
around the NJSEA’s DeKorte Park 
in Lyndhurst.  

Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
– The Harmon Cove, Secaucus 
colony consisted of fifteen nesting 
pairs this past season – the highest 
number so far. Of them, twelve 
nests had a total of 29 young, with 
as many as four and as few as one 
counted in each nest. Thanks to 
Lynn Kramer & our other good 
friends at “the Cove” for their as-
sistance in our nest monitoring.

Thanks to all our spotters 
and a tip o’ the naturalist’s hat 
to: Anonymous, Joe Augeri, Dan 
Carola, Ray Duffy, Lynn Kramer, 
Joe Labriola, Meaghan Lyon, 
Mike Panos, Bill Sheehan and 
Nellie Tsipoura.

Postscript: During September 
and October we had the pleasure 
of hosting Ms. Meaghan Lyon, 
a NJ Audubon Society research 
associate as she conducted a US 
Fish & Wildlife Service-funded 
heron survey within the NJ 
Meadowlands District for NJAS. 
Six times during those months, 
Capt. Bill or I took Meaghan on a 
pre-planned 2.5-3 hour route that 
covered the main stem of the river 

from the Route 46 Bridge in the 
north to the Wittpenn Bridge in 
the south. Each day’s trip also in-
cluded a loop through the Sawmill 
Creek WMA plus (tide permitting) 
an excursion up Berry’s Creek to 
Paterson Plank Road. Meaghan 
also surveyed several key habitat 
areas from land including DeKorte 
Park, Harrier Meadow in North 
Arlington and Kearny Marsh in 
Kearny.

Even before our first trip, we 
knew we’d see good numbers of 
Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets 
and Snowy Egrets, small (but 
expected) numbers of Yellow-
crowned Night Heron, piti-
fully small (sadly, also expected) 
numbers of Black-crowned Night 
Herons, and possibly one or two 
Green Herons. Things played out 
pretty much as expected but we 
were very much taken aback by 
the incredibly large numbers of 
Great Blues we saw on each trip. I 
was hoping to have some numbers 
to include at press time but they’re 
still being collated. No worries, 
however as I’ll have those num-
ber AND the answer to where 
all those Great Blues are nesting 
in our next issue. So be sure to 
Watch THIS SPACE!   
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By Ivan Kossak
I am often asked “What is your favor-

ite bird?” I find appeal in so many that it 
is difficult to pick just one. A different day 
often brings a different favorite. How-
ever, the White-crowned Sparrow needs 
to be listed as ONE of my favorites. The 
sparrow’s numbers in New Jersey are typi-
cally limited so its novelty is a factor in 
that designation but its lofty perch on my 
“want” list is largely due to its elegant appearance.  

White-crowned Sparrows do not actually have 
a completely white crown but rather, their crown is 
striped in white and black. The stripes extend right 
to the top of the bill giving the look of a baseball cap 
that is pulled down low. The bird will sometimes 
raise the feathers of its crown giving it a high-
crowned appearance. In eastern birds, the bill can be 
pink, yellow or some shade in between, depending 
on the race. The underparts have a decidedly gray-
ish cast which distinguishes the White-crowned from 
most other sparrows. In juveniles the head stripes are 
more muted brown and tan although the gray under-
parts are still evident. The White-crowned’s back 
and wings are striped in various browns and black as 
is typical of sparrows. The White-crowned Sparrow 
is also larger than most other sparrows measuring 7 
inches from tip to tip.

White-crowneds breed in Alaska and northern and 
western Canada. They winter in the lower 2/3 of the 
United States and into Mexico. New Jersey is consid-
ered to be along the northern edge of the sparrow’s 
winter range. Most White-Crowned Sparrows are 
found west of New Jersey but some migrate through 

in fall or winter in the Garden State. 
They are considered uncommon in 
both cases and are even scarcer dur-
ing spring migration. New Jersey 
Christmas counts typically tally 
anywhere from 50 to 300 White-
Crowned Sparrows in any given 
year.

Because the White-crowned 
Sparrow is a fairly rare spring 
migrant, we Garden Staters do 

not often get the opportunity to hear the bird sing. 
However, if you are lucky enough to hear one sing, 
you would hear a long clear whistle followed by a 
series of short buzzier notes. The last time I heard a 
White-Crowned Sparrow sing in New Jersey was in 
Sussex County at least 15 years ago. Spring White-
Crowned Sparrows pass through our area in late April 
and through May. Their spring rarity notwithstanding, 
I do recall seeing a White-crowned sparrow at least 
once while participating in The World Series of Bird-
ing for Hackensack Riverkeeper.

Even if silent, however, The White-Crowned 
Sparrow has irregularly treated us with its presence in 
our watershed in small numbers in the fall and winter.  
DeKorte Park has hosted White-crowneds several 
times in the colder months. I have found this spe-
cies near the park entrance and along Disposal Road 
near the AMVETS Carillon. Like most sparrows, 
White-crowneds typically lurk in weedy fields or 
edges but can venture out to the shorter grass near the 
tall weeds where they will give the observer a more 
complete look.  That look is certainly worth a birder’s 
investment of time.    

Birds of the Hackensack:
White-crowned Sparow (Zonotrichia leucophrys)
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Volunteer Corner
By Caitlin Doran 

Mackay Park Cleanup – Englewood, July 23, 2017

Whole Foods Cleanup –  
Overpeck County Park, August, 8, 2017

Ralph Lauren Cleanup –  
Overpeck Park, Leonia, July 23 2017

Many thanks to Community Partner Benzel-Busch Motor 
Car for sponsoring our Mackay Park Cleanup and to the 
City of Englewood for providing a dumpster again this 

year! Thirty-four volunteers total came out and easily filled 
a 30 yrd. dumpster with debris pulled out of the park and 
adjacent Metzler Brook, including four tires.

Rutkowski Park Cleanup –  
Bayonne, August 27, 2017

Ralph Lauren sent a lean but determined team to 
help us mid-summer at Overpeck Park. These women 
worked hard in the heat to pull out seventeen full bags 
of trash and debris, like propane tanks, from Over-
peck Creek. Ralph Lauren is a great addition to the 
Hackensack Riverkeeper family, and we can’t wait to 
welcome them back next year!

We were very happy to welcome teams from all three 
Bergen County Whole Foods Markets in early August 
for another sweep of Overpeck Park and Overpeck 
Creek. Some of the weird finds at this cleanup in-
cluded a kiddie pool and outdoor furniture. Thank you, 
County of Bergen for supporting us with a dumpster!

Teamwork makes the dreamwork, and we’re always 
happy to team up with Bayonne Nature Club, stewards 
of the natural areas and shorelines in Bayonne. Fifty-
two volunteers split their time cleaning up from canoes 
and from the boardwalks along Fishermen’s Trail, 
scooping floatables out of the river. 
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Volunteer Corner continued

Volvo Cleanup – Kenneth B. George 
Park, River Edge, September 8, 2017
First-time Community Partner Volvo helped us 
recon and clean up Kenneth B. George Park in 
early September, ahead of our big River Sweep in 
October. The Volvo team brought their enthusiasm 
for environmental restoration to River Edge, along 
with an announcement of an all-electric line of 
cars for 2018! We’re happy to work with a like-
minded, green team!

International Coastal Cleanup – 
Woodcliff Lake, September 16
An initiative of the Ocean Conservancy, the 
ICC is the largest trash cleanup in the world, 
and boasts over half a million volunteers and 
the removal of over 18 million pounds of trash. 
We partnered with SUEZ and the public on 
another successful cleanup of the lake as part 
of our upstream solution to ocean pollution!

SUEZ Cleanup – Woodcliff Lake, September 25, 2017
Our third cleanup at Woodcliff Lake Reservoir Took place 
in late September with SUEZ North Jersey’s BTS Team. 
Normally working in a tech support role, this group hap-
pily paddled canoes in search of trash. The “land-lubbers” 
shared a few laughs while cleaning up the woodland buffer 
to the north of the reservoir, posing with the remains of a 

rusted out car. It’s unfortunate that there is such a need to 
continuously remove trash from Woodcliff Lake Reservoir 
and the woods surrounding it. We are working with SUEZ 
on a more permanent solution to trash in the reservoir, that 
will involve the collaboration of the surrounding munici-
palities. 

Surf and Turf Cleanup – Lake 
DeForest, October, 1 2017
Over eighty people joined us at our 
“Surf and Turf” cleanup of Lake Defor-
est in New City, NY this year. We had 
huge help from the Boy Scouts and 
our partners, SUEZ Water New York 
and Keep Rockland Beautiful. Of the 
seventy-one bags we collected, forty 
were sorted recycleables. 
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EY Cleanup – Laurel Hill County Park, Secaucus, October 6, 2017

BD Cleanup – Woodcliff Lake, October 11, 2017

River Sweep – Oradell, River Edge, New Milford, October 7, 2017

We’ve hosted close to a decade’s worth of stewardship 
activities with Community Parter Ernst and Young or EY, 
whose headquarters are right in Secaucus. This is a group 
that isn’t afraid to get dirty and has cleaned up everywhere 
from Bell Drive in Ridgefield, to Overpeck Park in 

Teaneck, to Mill Creek Marsh and Laurel Hill Park in 
Secaucus. They had a great showing this year – sixty 
volunteers – and we thoroughly enjoyed cleaning up our 
Meadowlands alongside them all! 

We returned with a bigger, better 
River Sweep this year in the towns 
of Oradell, River Edge, and New 
Milford. Many thanks again this year 
to the Oradell Environmental Com-
mittee, River Edge Environmental 
Commission, and New Milford Envi-
ronmental Commission for spearhead-
ing this important cleanup, and to Ray 
Cywinski and SUEZ for use of their 

canoes. Pictured above are some of 
our superstar cleaners: Riverkeeper 
regulars Michele and Rob Gillies; 
Central Jersey Stream Team ambassa-
dors Jens Riedel and Dawn Moeller; 
and Tony Landa of the Paramus 
Environmental Commission alongside 
our favorite high school intern and 
River Edge native, Audrey Miller. Jim 
Miller, Audrey’s dad, was an integral 

part of this cleanup, volunteering his 
time to recon this stretch of the river 
and operate our safety boat. Thank 
you also to Dan Willis for operat-
ing the River Edge power boat and 
keeping us all safe on the river. We 
removed an amazing 8,000 pounds – 
two dumpster’s worth – of trash this 
year!

Becton Dickinson stepped up to the plate for the fourth and final 
cleanup of Woodcliff Lake Reservoir, a cleanup that resulted in 
thirty-one bags of trash. Not bad for a group of eight! We truly 
enjoy collaborating with companies who care about stewardship 
and volunteerism to effect real change in our watershed. And 
we truly appreciate the partnership we have with SUEZ when 
it comes to access to our water supply, one of the most critical 
places for organizing these important waterway cleanups.
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Samsung Cleanup – Overpeck County 
Park, October 13, 2017

Slam Dunk the Junk Cleanup – Hackensack River County Park, October 29, 2017

Mitzvah Day Cleanup – Van Saun Brook, November 5, 2017

Samsung volnunteers rolled up their sleeves and 
de-trashed Overpeck Creek this fall as part of 
their annual day of service. They de-garbaged, 
de-tired, and de-mattressed the creek and its 
banks over a two mile stretch, starting at Sam-
sung HQ and stretching all the way to the Henry 
Hoebel section of Overpeck Park. We can’t wait 
to fill a dumpster with this crew again next year! 

This was our most productive Slam Dunk the Junk yet! The 
Hackensack Riverkeeper team unearthed a formidable pile 
of junk, including eleven tires, even an old gas station sign-
board from in and around Hackensack River County Park. 
This is an underutilized jewel of a park within the Bergen 

County Park System, and we will be making it a priority to 
work with the county and the City of Hackensack to pro-
vide programming opportunities outside of two cleanups a 
year. Many thanks to the City of Hackensack and the Clean 
Communities Department for your support of our work!

Mitzvah Day is a day of giving back, and we had plenty  
of neighbors from the community, including host Ben Porat 
Yosef School, come out to help us restore Van Saun Brook. 
Families and kids donned waterproof boots (and our hip 
waders) to pull garbage out of the brook. Unfortunately 
this site continues to be a popular one for unscrupulous 

individuals who dump large debris, like construction mate-
rials, and large household items. Among the finds this year 
were five tires and a tv. We also reported an abandoned 
vehicle in the lot adjacent to the school, in the hopes that 
the nearby woods and brook are no longer used as a dump-
ing ground. 

Volunteer Corner continued
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By Caitlin Doran
Over 900 of you “got trashed” at River Cleanups 

with us this season, and we appreciated and enjoyed 
every moment spent getting our gloves dirty with 
you. Together, we removed 29,079 lbs. of garbage 
from our watershed this year – garbage that should 
have never entered our waterways or even become 
garbage in the first place. 

Among the mix of items we took out of our reser-
voirs, river, tributaries, and Newark Bay was an over 
representation of single-use plastics and a vast array 
of items that could have otherwise been properly 
recycled. 

While the River Cleanup Program remains a 
proactive solution to aquatic pollution, as Benjamin 
Franklin once said, “an ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure.” That’s why, this season, we focused 
on a message of prevention. For example, did you 
know that in this country, we use 400 million plastic 
straws per day? During #StrawFreeSeptember, we 
encouraged people to say “No straw, please,” and 
we’ll be continuing that campaign into #NoThanks 
#NOvember. We talked to local scout troops, schools, 
and businesses about implementing more sustain-
able practices when it came to other items, like water 
bottles, coffee cups, and shopping bags. And, we 
gave lots of folks a refresher course in the four R’s: 
refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle. 

In the spirit of refuse, reduce, and reuse, we 
planned a brand new fundraiser this year that cen-
tered on sustainability: our Sustainable Wine and 
Chocolate Soiree. The Soiree featured local wines, 
Fair Trade chocolates, and an auction of sustain-
able and earth-friendly items, such as reusable food 
storage systems, water bottles, and responsibly made 
fashion accessories. Everyone who attended the event 
went home with a goodie bag of NJ Wine Growers 
Association Passports (with information about the 46 
vineyards local to NJ), beeswax wrap, glass straws, a 
glass spray bottle and a recipe for DIY earth-friendly 
multipurpose cleaner.

The following green, local, healthy living, and 
Fair Trade vendors donated products to us and con-
tributed to the success of the event: Earth Friendly 
Products, Kleen Kanteen, Kelly Palazzi, Snack Taxi, 
Life Without Plastic, Diva International, Lunapads, 
Rescue Chocolate, SUEZ, Glassery, U Konserve, 

Hand and Stone, Proof Eyewear, Skoy Enterprises, 
Glass Dharma, Kristin Wald and Peter Simon, 
Lunchbots, Garden State Wine Growers Association, 
Wholly Pocket, Juice Plus, Deneen Martinez, Blue 
Apron, Mundo Vegan, Party in My Pants, Lena, Jill 
Wodnick, Marie Saint Victor, Total Wine, Kimya 
Nielsen, Outdoor Living, Divine, Equal Exchange, 
Justin’s, Bark Thins, Trader Joe’s.

We are eternally grateful to Sustainable Soiree 
underwriter, Benzel-Busch Motor Car, whom you 
may remember as our big Mackay Park Cleanup and 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner sponsor, and to Total 
Wine for donating the space. Shout out to Dream 
Team Events for transforming the Total Wine class-
room into an elegant event space, and for donating 
“Clean Water = Better Wine” commemorative wine 
glasses (that we’re all still thoroughly enjoying).  

For anyone looking to start their sustainable 
lifestyle journey, we encourage you to seek out 
these companies and their products. And for 
those who have tips or creative ways of reusing 
or upcycling everyday items, please send them to 
Outreach@hackensackriverkeeper.org to be fea-
tured in our next edition of Tidelines. Together, 
we can promote the four Rs, for a rrrreally clean 
river and healthier environment!     

Trash Talk
The column that celebrates talkin’ trash

HRI staff, board members, and long-time volunteers at our 
first Wine and Chocolate event.

Frank R. Massaro, Attorney at Law
Over 30 Years Immigration Experience 

Member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association

IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS?

212 244-3998

39 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10006

www.frankcitizenship.com
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How did you first get involved 
with Hackensack Riverkeeper?

I became interested in River-
keeper’s conservation work, and 
began joining them on some bird 
walks, paddles, and cruises. After 
seeing all the incredible work that 
they were doing, and the natural 
beauty our area had to offer, I 
began volunteering as a way to 
give back. I helped out at events 
and even did a few tabling events 
solo when the staff was otherwise 
engaged. In 2006 I was fortu-
nate to be offered the position of 
Development Director, a job that 
I held for four years. It was truly 
an honor to have been a part of 
an organization that is doing such 
outstanding environmental work, 
and to work alongside such an 
amazing, dedicated staff.

What is it about Riverkeeper’s 
work that resonates with you?

Hackensack Riverkeeper’s 
only concern is what is right for 
the environment. Whether it’s a 
developer, chemical company, or 
government agency, the organiza-
tion is not afraid to fight and does 
not back down when clean water 
is at stake. Captain Bill has always 
made it his mission to show peo-
ple the beauty that is right here, in 
their own backyard and why we 
should fight. To him, it’s personal– 
and he makes it personal for the 
rest of us, too.  

What is your vision for our river  
and it’s watershed?

I envision a fishable, swim-
mable Hackensack River, where 
people can truly enjoy the water 
without fear of contaminants, 

and CSOs, and where catch and 
release is a suggestion, not a man-
date. I’d love to see more water-
front parks, so that people would 
have easy access to THEIR river. 
Throughout the watershed, more 
green space and pocket parks 
would be not only visually attrac-
tive but would provide wildlife 
habitat and reduce storm water 
runoff. I’d also love to see more 
“greening” of the corporate world 
in the watershed – I was disap-
pointed that the new Wegman’s 
in Montvale did not install solar 
panels, for example, even though 
it was entirely new construction. 
More solar in new construction, 
and more green roofs and environ-
mentally friendly materials would 
be a great start.

Do you feel your support is mak-
ing a difference? How? 

ALL support counts, whether 
it is monetary, volunteer support at 
cleanups or events, letter writing 
to government officials, attend-
ing protest rallies – whatever you 
can do to make your voice heard. 
When we work together, we are 
stronger than our individual efforts. 
Hackensack Riverkeeper gives us 
a platform we can work in to make 
our river cleaner; our watershed 
better. After being a supporter for 
many years, I KNOW we are col-
lectively making a difference – we 
see it in the improved health of the 
river, and the flourishing wildlife 
that calls the river home. So many 
species are coming back that had 
been gone or diminished – it’s a 
true testament to Captain Bill and 
the hardworking crew – and the 
many supporters!

Do you have anything to say to  
Captain Bill in honor of 20 years  
as a Riverkeeper?

You had a vision, and you 
never lost sight of it, even when 
it seemed close to impossible. 
One by one, and by twos, and 
fives, and tens, and hundreds, you 
brought people to the river and 
let her inherent beauty speak for 
itself. You have been her voice 
and her strongest advocate, and 
no one has done more to preserve 
her, to save her, to speak for her 
and to ensure her future than you. 
I am forever grateful for all you 
have taught me about conserva-
tion and politics and hoe to “git ‘er 
done”. You have always been , and 
always will be my hero, Here’s to 
the next 20!      

SPOT 
LIGHT

Recognizing and honoring  
YOU, our incredible volunteers 
and donors, because we can not 

do this alone!

Dianne Saccoccia, former 
Development Director, 
Speaks from the Heart.

“Fare you well, fare you well
I love you more than words can tell
Listen to the river sing sweet songs

To rock my soul”.
–Hunter/Garcia
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By Hugh M. Carola
Founded in 1999 by a team from Rutgers Univer-

sity led by Dr. Nabil Adam, MERI is the scientific 
research arm of the New Jersey Sports and Exposi-
tion Authority (NJSEA). Then, as now, its mission is 
to provide the scientific community, policy makers 
and the public with the knowledge to better conserve, 
protect, and manage the ecosystems of the Meadow-
lands District. Among the objectives aligned with that 
mission are the development and application of new 
technologies to address the legacy of environmental 
problems associated with the District’s closed land-
fills; and the regional sharing of information among 
the fourteen municipalities that comprise the New 
Jersey Meadowlands District.

Dr. Francisco Artigas, Ph.D. is MERI’s Director, 
and has been since 2004 – the year after the institute 
was acquired from Rutgers by the then-NJ Meadow-
lands Commission (NJMC). A native of Concepción, 
Chile, Artigas has been part of the institute since its 
founding when he signed on as Senior Scientist. As 
Director, he oversees a staff of nine professionals 
including chemists, Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) specialists and environmental scientists. They 
are currently working on twenty-two ongoing proj-
ects, including sea level rise measurement, sediment 
monitoring, drone mapping and wetland assessments. 

It was precisely that wealth of research that Hack-
ensack Riverkeeper was intent on safeguarding when 
Captain Bill Sheehan, Dr. Beth Ravit and I spoke up 
at the first meeting of the NJSEA after it had assumed 
the duties of the NJMC in 2015. By then the Chris-
tie administration had already defunded the former 
agency’s Meadowlands Environment Center and we 

feared MERI was next. So in addition to offering the 
hand of friendship to NJSEA President Wayne Hasen-
balg and his fellow commissioners that day, the three 
of us – Beth in particular – made impassioned pleas for 
them to keep Dr. Artigas and his team on the job. To 
their everlasting credit, they did. One year later MERI 
was re-acquired by Rutgers University – Newark and 
its Department of Earth & Environmental Sciences 
(DEES) so their incredibly important work continues.

I often see Dr. Artigas and colleagues on the river 
during the course of our boating season – usually 
while I’m conducting a Youth Charter Eco-Cruise. 
Bringing the Boyle alongside a MERI vessel is a real 
treat because he always has a research update to share 
and takes the time to encourage students to do their 
best so that they, too can get a great job like each of 
us has.

Of particular interest to Hackensack Riverkeeper 
is MERI’s network of eighteen monitoring stations 
located within the lower Hackensack Watershed, 
three of which monitor water quality 24/7. The net-
work’s “near real-time” data stream records dissolved 
oxygen, water elevation, acidity, electrical conductiv-
ity, turbidity, salinity and temperature; all of which 
are important indicators for their affects on plants 
and wildlife. In addition, unusual or drastic spikes 
of some indicators could be evidence of a pollution 
incident. The monitor data is transmitted hourly via 
cell connection to the MERI lab in Lyndhurst where 
it’s inspected almost as soon as it arrives. 

To access MERI’s data and its wealth of scientific 
info, much of it lay-friendly – including all its water 
quality monitoring – go to: http://meri.njmeadow-
lands.gov.     

Meadowlands Environmental 
Research Institute

Lyndhurst, NJ-based MERI provides critically 
important “frontline science”

Better Know a Colleague

  Part nineteen of our 37-part series
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33rd Annual Winter Conference

Imagine a World
Inspiring stories. Compelling evidence.

Meaningful impact.

January 18-19, 2018

For information or to register go to   
www.ANJEE.org  or call Captain Hugh at  

201-968-0808.

The Crowne Plaza Princeton Hotel &  
Conference Center, 

Scudders Mill Road, Plainsboro, NJ

Alliance for New Jersey
Environmental Education

By Hugh Carola and Caitlin Doran
Accomplishing our mission of a fishable and 

swimmable Hackensack River involves the education 
and action of the whole community. At Riverkeeper, 
we believe the best way to get our neighbors involved 
is to show them the resource value of our river, which 
we do through our Eco-Programs. Thank you to all 
who joined us last season, and we hope to see you on a 
boat, in a kayak, or at a river cleanup in 2018. 
Eco-Cruises: For starters, our award-winning Urban 
Watershed Education Program brought 240 middle 
school students and teachers from eight schools to 
the River. Our Youth Charter and Combo Eco-Cruise 
programs brought another 868 students; Adult Char-
ter trips brought 931 people; and thirty-two scheduled 
Open Eco-Cruises brought a total of 612 people to 
the River. All told, 2,744 folks joined us to learn 
more about their communities’ water resources.

On of our more memorable trips was an Eco-Cruise 
for clients from Catholic Family & Community Service 
in Paterson, NJ, which Captain Hugh conducted almost 
entirely in Spanish. Another was a trip for a group of 
visiting Chinese environmental leaders, hosted by Wa-
terkeeper Alliance (see page 5).

Paddling: Thanks to the hard work of co-managers 
Sarah Fisher and Russ Wilke, our paddling centers pro-
vided the biggest Eco-Program draw. Overpeck Park 
Kayak Center in Teaneck and Laurel Hill Park Pad-
dling Center in Secaucus provided recreation oppor-
tunities for a total of 5,444 people this year. Of them, 
191 paddled for free during our EarthFest Overpeck – 
an annual event you can look for in May of 2018!

On the event side, 253 people participated in our 
2017 Reservoir Paddle Series – in the 5k & 10k races, 
the Corporate Cup, Mayors Cup, and Supervisor 
Challenges, and in the open paddles. Additionally, we 
partnered with Newark Riverfront Revival and gave a 
total of 72 Newarkers access to the Passaic River.

Put it all together and 5,701 people paddled their 
river this year through our outreach and events, a 
number that makes us proud.

River Cleanups: What a season! We had great help 
from local companies and groups, in towns as far north 
as New City, NY and as far south as Bayonne, NJ. Our 
many Community Partners this year included Apple, 
Bayonne Nature Club, BD, Ben Porat Yosef School, 
Benzel-Busch Motor Car, BMW, City of Hackensack, 
Bergen Clean Communities, EarthShare New Jersey, 
EY, Fairleigh Dickinson University, Flight Center, 
Genzyme, Goldman Sachs, Hackensack High School, 
ING, Levi-Strauss, Meadowlands Conservation Trust, 
the New Milford Environmental Commission, the 
Oradell Environmental Committee, Panasonic, Park 
Ridge Green Team, Ralph Lauren, the River Edge 
Environmental Commission, Royal Bank of Canada, 
Samsung, Stryker, South Presbyterian Church, TD 
Bank, Tenafly Middle School, Unilever, US Bank, 
Whole Foods, and Volvo. Regular participation from 
schools like Bergen County Community College, 
Hudson County Community College, NJIT, and others 
bolstered these cleanups. Together, we removed 14.5 
tons of trash from our watershed!

We’d love for you to join our growing community 
of clean water advocates. We invite you to join us on 
an Eco-Cruise, at a paddling event, at a river cleanup, 
or at one of our paddling centers (or all of the above) 
this coming season! You can expect to find our 2018 
Eco-Program info (including schedules) on the Web-
site by mid-March and published in the next Tidelines 
issue. One way or another, see you at the river!  

Our 2017 Eco-Programs by the Numbers
A total of 9,422 watershed citizens enjoyed the river with us in 2017
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Our New Junior Stewardship 
Program to start in January

By Jodi Jamieson

#HackRace

Saturday, October 21st dawned clear 
and crisp–perfect conditions for the spec-
tacular 2nd Annual HACK Race. 

In the competitive race, paddlers from  
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Pennsyl-
vania, New York, Manhattan, the Bronx, 
Brooklyn, Queens, Maryland, Virginia, 
Washington DC and New Jersey battled 
it out on the 9-mile Hackensack River 
course which began at Ridgefield Park’s 
Wanda Canoe Club. A fleet of 40+ colorful 
Marathon canoes, outriggers, surf skis, racing kayaks 
and the iconic Campmor voyageur war canoe raced 
upstream to the turnaround at Historic New Bridge 
Landing, and then back downriver with the outgoing 
tide to the finish in front of the Wanda CC Boathouse.

This year, a 3-mile race was added for newer pad-
dlers and those looking to paddle a shorter distance. 
These vessels, which included a tandem canoe from 
the Kamikaze Kanoers Girl Scout team in Rockland 

County, NY started in front of the Wanda 
boathouse, and headed upstream to the sub-
marine USS Ling where they turned around 
under the Court Street Bridge.

Hackensack Riverkeeper was the primary 
sponsor of this event. Riverkeeper and Wanda 
CC staff and volunteers piloted safety boats 
along the course and helped with the festivi-
ties at Waterfront Park. The Hackensack Fire 
Department again supplied a rescue boat and 
crew north of the Court Street Bridge. The 

HACK Race welcomed new sponsors ShopRite Super-
markets and Barefoot Wines & Bubbly.

The HACK Race is a Point Series race for both 
the East Coast Outrigger Racing Association (EC-
ORA) and the Shark River Paddling (SRP) surf ski 
racing group, which is headquartered at the central 
Jersey shore. Congratulations to Craig Impens, first 
place surfski paddler and winner of the 2017 SRP 
title.   

Fierce Competition at 2nd Annual HACK Race

Extraordinary Service from  
Extraordinary Realtors

Office: 201-881-7900   
Fax: 201-881-7917

www.VikkiHealey.com

25 West Plesant Avenue, Maywood

Hackensack Riverkeeper is proud to announce 
the start of our new Junior Stewardship Program 
with Hackenack Middle School. We are partnering 
with Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs (HOFNOD) 
a program administered by the NJ Division of Fish 
and Wildlife. HOFNOD develops students’ interest in 
aquatic resources and outdoor recreation. They will 
also provide fishing equipment and take the students 
on a deep sea charter fishing trip. 

Through Junior Stewardship, we hope to develop 
the students’ interest in water, a resource that is es-
sential for life. We have a full agenda of events for 
the students, where they will learn about the pollu-
tion problems that all communities face and discover 
ways they can improve their natural resources. 
Students will also conduct chemical, biological, and 
visual assessments of their community’s streams. 
They will set up a community cleanup with us, par-
ticipate in a litter survey, build a boat out of recycled 
materials, and compete in the Recycled Regatta. The 
students will also fish locally and learn about na-
tive wildlife. And, thanks to those who generously 

supported our Giving Tuesday campaign, they will 
also go to the New Jersey School of Conservation at 
Stokes State Forest!   



Page 22   Hackensack Tidelines-Fall/Winter  2017

Leaving a Legacy of your 
passion is one of the truly per-
sonal ways by which you will be 
remembered for generations. Your 
life has been on a hectic pace with 
family, work, volunteering, hob-
bies and various social obligations. 
Very rarely do you have time to sit 
and reflect on life and the impacts 
you’ve had in your community. 
Thinking of all the people and 
things that have sparked a passion 

in your life. If Hackensack River-
keeper has been a recipient of your 
passion we thank you profusely 
for all your support. Our quest for 
clean water and accessibility to 
that water for all to enjoy has been 
a 20-year mission.

Hackensack Riverkeeper has 
been fortunate over the past year 
to be the beneficiary of a passion-
ate supporter. Her foresight to 
designate Hackensack Riverkeeper  
in her will was an unexpected gift 
that will fund our efforts for gen-
erations. It’s her legacy – a truly 
special gift by a special person.

Your gift will assure that 
Riverkeeper can continually de-
fend the Public Trust resources of 
the Hackensack River for the ben-
efit of the people and wildlife that 
depend on it. Each year upwards 
of 10,000 people – from young 
school children to senior citizens 
join us at the river to better un-
derstand and embrace their rights 
and responsibilities as watershed 
citizens.

Your gift will help deepen their 
understanding and strengthen that 
embrace through your legacy. 

Despite the many clean water 
victories we’ve won over the 
years, we cannot afford to rest on 
our past laurels. There will always 
be a need to maintain Hackensack 
Riverkeeper’s strong, effective 
presence on the river. Like our 
friend last year, you can ensure 
that presence for future genera-
tions through your planned giving.

Find a Lasting Way to Give…
Most people recognize that 

estate planning is a very important 
thing to do – working out your 
estate plans while you’re in the 
prime of life can have many more 

You can help protect the Hackensack River, its  
watershed and wildlife for many generations to come.

   I have included Hackensack Riverkeeper in my estate plans. 
    Please include my (our) name in your annual report and  
   other materials. 
    Please list me (us) as: ____________________________
   _____________________________________________

    Please do not list my/our name but do count me/us as an  
   anonymous donor(s). 

[Optional] I have provided for Hackensack Riverkeeper in my: 

 Will      Retirement Plan      other: __________________

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________ 

State: ____________________ Zip: ________________________ 

Phone: (______)________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________

                                              231 Main Street 
     Hackensack, NJ 07601  
     phone: 201-968-0808
     fax: 201-968-0336 
    info@hackensackriverkeeper.org

Hackensack Riverkeeper is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Taxpayer ID # 22-3530496

Footprints on the Shoreline
A Legacy for the Watershed
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the Public Trust Doctrine.
6. A State Park (or equivalent  

stewardship) encompassing all 
8,400 acres of wetlands and 
waterways protected by the 
2004 NJ Meadowlands Master 
Plan should be established. 
Until truly permanent pro-
tection and management are 
assured, threats will remain. 
Also, the role of the NJ Sports 
& Exposition Authority needs 
to be redefined, especially if 
another agency(s) is tasked to 
oversee the resource.

7. All water infrastructures – sup-
ply and wastewater alike – are 
in need of upgrades and/or re-
placement.  According to DEP 
estimates, upwards of 40% of 
potable water is lost statewide 
due to leaking pipes between 
source and tap. And combined 
sewer systems are still spewing 
20+ billion gallons of waste 
into NJ waters annually. It 
won’t be cheap, nor an easy lift, 
but we can no longer afford to 
keep kicking that particular can 
down the road. 
Speaking of kicking cans, 

Hackensack Riverkeeper and our 
true colleagues in conservation 
opposed the Christie administra-
tion at every turn whenever it 
sought to weaken protections, 
strip away Public Trust rights or 
enable polluters. In 2012 we sued 
DEP and stopped the issuance of 
CSO General Permits. In 2014 we 
called out the agency for its non-
enforcement of Hackensack River 
and Newark Bay crabbing bans 
and got upgraded enforcement. 
In 2016 the NJ Supreme Court 
upheld our 2015 court victory 
against DEP for its unconstitution-

al attempt to rewrite waterfront 
access laws. We didn’t win every 
battle at every turn, but we did not 
– and WILL NOT – give up. Ever.

But a new chapter in our state’s 
history has begun and if results 
from New York City, Virginia, 
Washington and other electoral 
races are any indication, opposition 
to the Trump administration’s anti-
environmental agenda is growing 
nationwide. And if the American 
people can resist that agenda like 
we resisted Christie’s over the past 
eight years we and our nation’s wa-
ter, air, natural lands and wildlife 
– will come out all right. 

We don’t expect the Murphy 
administration will side with us 
all the time in every way; after all, 
it wasn’t just “green” voters who 
put him in office. But I’m sure 
that a new era of cooperation and 
collegiality is beginning and New 
Jersey will once again follow the 
trail blazed by governors like Tom 
Kean (R), Jim Florio (D), Christie 
Whitman (R) and Jim McGreevey 
(D) – all of whom honestly de-
fended our environment and did 
what they could to leave it better 
than when each took office. I have 
every confidence that Phil Murphy 
will join them.  

I invite all our friends and 
supporters to join me in offering 
our collective support to the Gov-
ernor and his team as they take 
the helm and work to steer New 
Jersey back onto a proper course. 
After all, a boat that only turns to 
starboard (right) can only go in 
circles. Fortunately we’ll soon be 
heading onto much fairer waters.

Yours in conservation,

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO

Management & General Expenses

Fund Raising

Programs, Services, Outreach

Programs, Services,  
Outreach   83.2%

Fund  
Raising          
10.0%

Management  
& General Expenses         
6.8% 

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2016 Year End Tax Filing

At the helm  
continued from page 2 

benefits, especially the knowl-
edge that your wishes, concerns 
and passions are recorded and 
respected.
Gift of Retirement Funds of  
Life Insurance:  Naming Hacken-
sack Riverkeeper as a beneficiary 
of your retirement plan, IRA or 
life insurance policy is a generous 
way to make a legacy gift “out-
side” of your will.

Bequest: A gift through your will is 
generally the most popular form of 
planned giving. A will bequest can 
take any number of forms includ-
ing the designation of a specific 
dollar amount or percentage of 
your estate’s assets to be allocated 
to Hackensack Riverkeeper.
Securities: Gifting appreciated 
securities to Hackensack River-
keeper is a great way to strengthen 
the long-term financial foundation 
of the organization. In many cases 
such a gift has immediate tax 
advantages to the donor.

As always, we at Hackensack 
Riverkeeper recommend that you 
discuss all planned giving options 
with your family and your finan-
cial and/or estate advisors.   
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HackensackRIVERKEEPER®- 
Protecting The  

Public’s Right to:
•  Clean, Plentiful Drinking Water
•  Public Access To Local Waters
•  Open Space Preservation

•  Wildlife & Habitat Conservation
•  Safe Boating, Swimming,  
    Paddling, Fishing

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of 

Upcoming Events with Riverkeeper
We hope you’ll visit us at these upcoming special events hosted by our colleagues

December 3, 2017
Jersey Water Works Conference
NJPAC
Newark, NJ
www.njfuture.org

December 5-6
Harbor Herons & Colonial Water-
birds Conference
Fort Wadsworth
Staten Island, NY
www.harborestuary.org/har-

borherons.htm

December 11, 2017
Watershed Stormwater Conference
Stony Brook-Millstone  
Watershed Association
Pennington, NJ 
www.thewatershed.org

January 11-14, 2018
Garden State Outdoor Sports Show
NJ Convention & Expo Center
Edison, NJ
www.gsoss.com 

January 19, 2018
33rd Annual ANJEE Conference
Crowne Plaza Princeton Hotel & 
Conference Center
Plainsboro, NJ
www.ANJEE.org

March 2, 2018
NJCF Land Conservation Rally
Hyatt Regency Hotel
New Brunswick, NJ
www.njconservation.org

March 3, 2018
Super Science Saturday
Ridgewood High School
Ridgewood, NJ
www.supersciencesaturday.org

March 11, 2018
Bergen County St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade
Washington Avenue
Bergenfield, NJ
www.bergencountyirish.org 

April 7-8, 2018
Sportsmen’s Open House
Pequest Trout Hatchery
Oxford, NJ
www.njfishandwildlife.com/

peqoh.htm 

Cabin Fever 
BEEFSTEAK

Featuring Comedy by Bill Ervolino of The Record
Holiday Inn Hasbrouck Heights

283 NJ-17, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ

Thursday, March 22, 2018  @  7PM

Tickets - $55 per person
              $100 for a couple

Beer, wine, dessert and comedy show included.
Raffles and Prizes 

Island theme attire is encouraged.

For tickets and more information: hackensackriverkeeper.org/beefsteak
Email: info@hackensackriverkeeper.org


