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New Jersey City University Plans Contaminated Expansion
We respond by urging federal court to intervene to protect people and the environment.

By Hugh M. Carola
On November 16, 2015 Hackensack Riverkeeper petitioned the
federal court in Newark to enforce
its 2010 Consent Decree and block
plans by New Jersey City University (NJCU) to construct a building on land contaminated with
chromium waste – a known human carcinogen. The property was
part of our series of legal actions
against Honeywell International
and the City of Jersey City to
force the cleanup and remediation

of 100 acres adjacent to NJ Route
440. The land was once owned by
the now-defunct Mutual Chemical
Company, which “created” the site
by dumping hundreds of tons of
chromium slag into wetlands during the early 20th Century. In 1954,
Honeywell’s corporate predecessor Allied Signal purchased the
property from Mutual. The property’s last commercial use was as
the Roosevelt Drive-In theatre.
“Judge Dennis Cavanaugh’s
landmark 2003 ruling forcing

Honeywell to clean the site to residential standards led us to pursue
secondary litigation over several
adjoining city-owned lots contaminated with the same cancercausing waste,” explained Captain
Bill Sheehan. “One of them is
on NJCU’s West Campus and is
currently being used as a student
parking lot.”
During settlement negotiations
with Honeywell and NJCU, we
and our legal team at the WashContinued on page 3

Christie Administration Proposes Irrational Shellfish Rules
Effectively banning shellfish restoration efforts in nearly all New Jersey waters
By Andrea Leshak
On November 16, 2015, the
Christie Administration released
proposed changes to New Jersey’s
Shellfish Growing Water Classification Rules. In the rule changes,
NJDEP proposes a new permit
that it claims will allow shellfish
restoration projects. And yet the
requirements imposed by the new
permit effectively ban shellfish
restoration projects in New Jersey
waters. While we have come to

expect environmentally questionable behavior from the Christie
Administration, this proposal goes
beyond questionable and is quite
simply ridiculous.
Shellfish, particularly oyster
restoration projects, provide
numerous ecological benefits.
Shellfish are proven to enhance
water quality. An adult oyster
filters an average of 50 gallons of
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water a day. In addition to water
filtration, shellfish create and
enhance benthic habitat, increase
biodiversity, and reduce impacts
of storms and shoreline erosion.
Such benefits are the reason why
Hackensack Riverkeeper previously conducted restoration
projects and why we believe such
projects should be allowed in New
Jersey waters.
Continued on page 4
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2015: A Solid Year of Shared Work,
Successes and Promises
And a Superfund designation just around the corner
Another year has disappeared
over the stern rail and 2016 is
on the horizon. As I look back, I
almost can’t believe how much we
did in such a short time.
By far, the biggest victory was
our successful petition to have
the US Environmental Protection
Agency assess the sediments of
the lower Hackensack to determine if the findings warrant listing
the river on the National Priority
(Superfund) List. In November
EPA released its preliminary
findings, all of which indicate to
us that the agency will approve a
full assessment and begin taking
core samples in the spring. Going
the Superfund route was a tough
decision for me at first but I’m
convinced it’s the correct – and
only – way to go.
When the NJ Legislature
passed the Meadowlands Consolidation Act earlier this year, it
raised more questions than it an-

swered about the region’s future.
Rather than take an adversarial
position, we welcomed the change
of governance and established a
working relationship with the NJ
Sports and Exposition Authority
and CEO Wayne Hasenbalg. As a
result, I’m confident our hard-won
conservation victories will not be
undermined. Going forward we
will continue to seek common
ground and work with the agency
to protect and preserve the Meadowlands.
In other news…
Through our partnership with
NY/NJ Baykeeper we kept the
pressure on the NJDEP, which
finally issued individual enforceable Combined Sewer Overflow
Permits to all CSO operators. Now
this problem will be dealt with –
and solved.
We joined with 350.org and
Bergen Grassroots, Baykeeper and
Continued on page 23
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Contaminated Land
continued from page 1

ington, DC-based firm of Terris,
Pravlik and Millian agreed that
part of the West Campus could be
remediated by capping the waste
and installing a pump-and-treat
system to deal with contaminated shallow groundwater. Since
residential and school uses – other
than administrative – would be
prohibited in the capped area,
full excavation was not required.
Judge Cavanaugh entered the
Consent Decree that memorialized
the agreement in January 2010 and
remediation of the NJCU West
Campus proceeded as agreed. By
the time all the work is finally
complete, it is expected to be the
most expensive industry-financed
cleanup in US history.
Unfortunately, issues arose
almost immediately after the cap
and the shallow groundwater
treatment system were installed.
For example, documents vital
to the long-term monitoring and
maintenance of the cap and protection of workers have not been
completed since 2010. And since
2012, we’ve been negotiating
the groundwater system situation
almost continuously. Beginning
in 2013, construction related to
NJCU’s West Campus redevelopment caused at least eleven sepa-
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rate breaches of the protective cap,
all of which required repairs.
Then, this past summer, we
successfully stopped NJCU’s
plans to breach the cap and install
a traffic light. In September the
university “dropped the big one”
and announced its plan to develop
a portion of the capped area with
the construction of Building 6. To
complicate matters further, as proposed the new construction would
include a new NJCU athletic
field on the roof of the structure –
which is clearly a non-administrative use and therefore prohibited
by the Consent Decree.
“The Consent Decree simply
does not allow for Building 6 to
be constructed in that location,
period,” continued Capt. Bill.
“But NJCU has plenty of buildable land that is both consistent
with the Consent Decree and
protective of the cap. There is no
need whatsoever to break the cap,
re-expose the contamination and
place people’s health and safety in
jeopardy.”
In response to NJCU’s plan,
Hackensack Riverkeeper petitioned the court to prevent the
construction of Building 6 and
force the university to build it
on cleaned land that meets New
Jersey’s residential site standards.
Furthermore, we have asked

the court to reappoint former
US Senator Robert Torricelli as
Special Master to directly oversee
the implementation of the Consent
Decree. Sen. Torricelli successfully ensured Honeywell’s – and
later Jersey City’s – compliance
with the original and subsequent
rulings regarding the case.
By requesting the reappointment of the Special Master,
Hackensack Riverkeeper and
Terris, Pravlik and Millian seek to
ensure that all development and
redevelopment complies with the
Consent Decree; that Honeywell
monitors the entire site as long
as any contamination remains;
that workers’ safety is maintained
throughout; and that the pumpand-treat system be operated
correctly and effectively so as to
prevent the migration of contaminated groundwater.
“Neither Honeywell nor Jersey
City made the mess but they
purchased the mess and according to federal law – the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act –
they’re on the hook to clean it up
regardless,” said Capt. Bill. “Our
job at Hackensack Riverkeeper is
to do everything we can to ensure
that the river, its watershed and its
communities are as clean and safe
as they can be.”

Hackensack Tidelines-Winter 2015

Page 4

Irrational Shellfish Rules
continued from page 1

Despite the well-known benefits
that shellfish restoration projects
provide, NJDEP is proposing a
permit with unreasonably strict
permit requirements.
In its proposed rule, NJDEP is
purportedly creating a new permit
that would allow for shellfish
restoration and/or enhancement
in NJ waters that are not suitable
for growing shellfish for human
consumption. Despite claiming to
create a permit that would allow
for shellfish restoration or for purposes of enhancing water quality,
the permit conditions are so strict
that no applicant would be able
to meet them without spending unreasonable amounts of money. In
the proposed rule, NJDEP requires
a security plan to prevent the
unauthorized harvest of shellfish
from the project site. The mini-

mum requirements of the security
plan are continuous surveillance
and patrol (24 hours a day, 365
days a year!); provisions requiring immediate notification of law
enforcement in the event of any
security breach or emergency; and
other site-specific security measures, such as signage or fencing.
Constant surveillance and patrol?
For shellfish?
Why the NJDEP thinks it is
necessary to require such actions is unclear. NJDEP provides
no evidence that any research or
restoration projects have been
tampered with by anyone. Furthermore, NJDEP is only imposing such strict requirements on
restoration projects and does not
require similar security measures
for other permitted activities,
such as relaying of shellfish (the
process of harvesting shellfish in
prohibited or restricted waters and

then moving the shellfish to approved waters for 30 days before
selling to the public).
Given NJDEP’s faulty logic
on this shellfish rule and considering the immense benefits that
shellfish restoration projects can
provide, we question whether the
Christie Administration has the
public’s best interest in mind, and
we will be raising our concerns
with NJDEP. At the very least, we
believe that NJDEP should hold
a public hearing on the proposed
rules and should listen to the
public – who undoubtedly want
shellfish restoration projects and
the multitude of benefits that they
provide.
To help us fight against these
irrational rules you can submit
your comments to the NJDEP at
www.nj.gov/dep/rules/comments.
Your comments must be submitted
by January 15, 2016.
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Real Science for Real People

New Jersey Shellfish Restoration Restrictions
By Dr. Beth Ravit
For the last ten years, I have
been trying to conduct research
to support reintroduction of the
Eastern Oyster into the HudsonRaritan Estuary. A number of
dedicated Hackensack Riverkeeper volunteers participated in the
Hackensack research that ended
in 2009. After 3 years of counting
survivors, measuring growth, and
analyzing oyster tissues, we determined that the lower Hackensack
River was not yet ready to support this once ubiquitous native
species.
Since 2010, when NJDEP
rescinded NY/NJ Baykeeper’s
permit and closed down my oyster
research in Keyport Harbor (Raritan Bay), State Senator Gerald
Cardinale has been working to get
NJDEP to issue rules that would
allow scientific research with the
Eastern Oyster, and his bill was
finally approved by the NJ Senate in November, 2015. However,
24 hours before the vote, NJDEP
inserted language that sets out
a number of onerous restrictions on research and restoration
activities (the bill’s description is
approximately 200 pages long, so
reviewing last minute changes is a
bit daunting). The proposed rule
changes are included in N.J.A.C.
7:12-5.1, 9.2, 9.3, 9.5, 9.11, 9.12,
and 9.13. Oyster research, enhancement and restoration are
addressed in section 9.0.
I’m really glad we conducted
the Hackensack research when we
did, because based on the newly
proposed NJDEP Shellfish Rules,
it would be impossible for us to
conduct this study now. There are

a number of requirements that discourage research and restoration
activities, including:
• Research requires a Scientific
Collecting Permit (even if there
are no living oysters at a location to collect) issued by NJDEP
Fish & Wildlife, a Permit Application Form, and a project overview with a number of specific
items that must be included and
described in detailed.
• Permits to conduct research are
only good until December 31

of the year in which they are
issued. You can apply for a
new permit after completing an
extensive project report, which
will be used by NJDEP to decide
if the research should be continued. Among other items, the
report requires a description
of why the research must be
conducted in Prohibited waters.
NJDEP can refuse to issue a new
permit, which does not encourage investment of time and
Continued on page 6
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Shellfish Restrictions
continued from page 5

money into long-term research
or installation of long-term field
plots that could be useless after
a few months if a permit is not
approved.
• Enhancement and Restoration
Activities (it is not clear how
to differentiate research versus
restoration activities - when introducing an ecologically extinct
species, both are usually occurring simultaneously) require
a site to have a Security Plan,
which must include 24 hour/
day security to prevent illegal
poaching activity. Access must
be limited and fencing is suggested. I have never encountered
a funder who would provide
monies to hire a permanent
security guard for a research/
restoration site. This provision
all but guarantees that no scientist or nonprofit environmental
group could conduct research/
restoration activities outside of
a military base, such as the currently permitted Naval Weapons
Station Earle. Doing research
on such a restricted site (with
highly limited access) brings its
own set of challenges.
The first section of the bill’s
description (http://www.state.
nj.us/dep/fgw/shelhome.html)
includes a Table that summarizes
NJDEP changes in water quality
classification for specific shellfish
waterbodies. I should note that the
state does not acknowledge any
waters north of Raritan Bay as
shellfish waters, although we have
seen isolated pockets of naturally
occurring Eastern Oysters as far
north as the estuarine reaches of
the Hackensack River.
As part of the proposed rule
change document, the state has

Table 1.

Water Classification Downgrades included in the proposed
NJDEP Shellfish Rule Changes.

Downgrades		
Acres

Upgrades		
Acres

Special Restricted to Prohibited		
Seasonal Approved to Approved
Keyport
957.0		
Cedar Bonnet Island
318.6
Atlantic Highlands
17.4		
Navesink
565.7
Prohibited to Restricted			
Glimmer Glass
99.4		
Metadonk River
503.0
Lake Louise
24.2		
Tuckerton Creek
23.5
Special Restricted to Conditionally Approved
Maurice River
1020.9		
Crook Horn Creek
74.9
		
2708.1		
Jarvis Sound
54.9
					
129.8
Approved to Prohibited				
Atlantic Ocean
2174.5		
Total
951.4
				
Approved to Restricted				
Upper Barnegat Bay
128.7				
Cherry Tree Creek
10.0				
		
138.7		
				
Approved to Conditionally Approved			
Stites Sound Tributaries
93.8		
To view the Classification Charts in their entirety
Jacobs Creek/Dunk Pts
94.4				
		
188.2		
go to: http://www.nj.gov/dep/bmw/2015classchart
s/2015bmwmshellclass.pdf
Total
5209.5

downgraded the shellfish water
classification for over 5,000 acres
of New Jersey waters; less than
1,000 acres have improved water
quality (Table 1). This means there
is a net downgrade of over 4,000
acres of NJ shellfish waters, where
water quality is worse and there is
less opportunity to harvest commercial shellfish, conduct research
or restoration.
I suggest that regulatory focus
needs to shift from restricting
science and restoration activities,
to taking the necessary steps to
improve water quality in all New
Jersey waterbodies where it is not
currently safe to harvest shellfish.
That includes the waters of northern New Jersey that currently do
not appear on any shellfish map.
Proposing rules that deter scientists and restoration practitioners
from activities that could improve
habitat rather than working collaboratively to craft sane rules is not
a good approach. Numerous other
states in the Boston to Washington corridor have devised ways to

address the issue of restoration in
prohibited waters, while remaining
in compliance with FDA shellfish
regulations. These states offer examples of regulators, commercial
fishery interests, academics, and
restoration practitioners working
together toward a common goal
of sustainably increasing shellfish production. NJDEP needs to
engage in a collaborative dialogue
to change the current pattern of
continuing downgrades of shellfish waters and bans on activities
that could improve the long-term
health of marine habitats.
Help us stop this unreasonable Rule. We urge you to submit
your comments to NJDEP in favor
of shellfish research by January
15, 2016 to: http://www.nj.gov/
dep/rules/comments/ and select
DEP Dkt. No. 11-15-10, Shellfish
Growing Water Classification
from the dropdown menu.
Hackensack Riverkeeper will
also be distributing the link to submit comments in our Action Alerts
concerning shellfish rules.
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2015: Another Record-Breaking Eco-Program Season!
An amazing 10,534 participants paddled, cruised, cleaned up the river with us.
By Hugh Carola & Caitlin Doran
Ok, so we only beat last year’s
record – and this is no joke – by
thirty-four program participants,
but beat it we did. With a winning
combination of two brand new
(and BIGGER) pontoon boats, a
top-notch seasonal paddling center
staff, and an incredibly dedicated
volunteer corps, we brought more
people onto the river and into the
field than ever before. Beginning
with the commissioning of the
Geraldine Theresa and Robert
H. Boyle II on Earth Day and our
second annual EarthFest Overpeck
three days later on April 25, then
ending on November 21 with our
final River Cleanup, we did it all
over a very busy seven-month period. But enough prologue, here’s
how it all shook out…

Paddling Centers and Events

Our paddling program at
Overpeck Park Kayak Center
received a much-needed boost
when former Watershed Ambassador Annabelle Bower took over
as manager, freeing up longtime
staffer John Normile to focus on
our Paddling Center at Laurel Hill
Park in Secaucus. Like last year,
Overpeck drew the lion’s share of
participants with just over 5,000
paddlers patronizing the venue.
Between there and Laurel Hill a
total of 5,515 paddlers took part in
Guided Paddles and independent
rentals. Of the guided events, 140
people enjoyed our Full (and nearfull) Moon paddles.
Like previous years we had
great participation at special paddling events, but new for 2015
was a “trifecta” of on-reservoir
paddles. In addition to our long-

Captain Hugh takes
participants on an
Eco-Cruise through
the Meadowlands
aboard the new R/V
Robert H. Boyle II.

standing Reservoir Challenge
at Oradell Reservoir and everpopular Lake Tappan Paddle Day,
our new friends at United Water
New York invited us to conduct an
event on Lake DeForest in Clarkstown, NY. Taken together, our
successful Reservoir Paddle Series
put 385 kayakers and canoists on
the otherwise off-limits waters.
An additional 110 paddlers helped
us celebrate EarthFest while fifty
more met us on the Passaic River
at a pair of Newark Riverfront
Revival events. All told, a grand
total of 6,058 paddlers kayaked
and canoed with us last season.
While a lot of work goes into
planning and executing a successful paddling program, nothing
can happen without those who
meet the people, give the paddling
lessons and safety talks, and haul
the boats to and from the water’s
edge. Kudos to our dedicated seasonal staff ably led by Annabelle
and John: Stephanie Bauer, Jeffrey
Bivens, Joseph Cuocco, William Curl, Jordan Ellerbe, Aaron
Gabay, Bok-Dong Kim, Michele
Langa, Ori Manahan, Chris Marinello, John Marsella, Christopher
Mascetti, Jordan Matthews, Andrew Platek, Andrew Pohl, Kevin
Rivera, John Sailer, Nathan Schul-

zrinne, Sumit Singhani, and Leo
Voreacos. Some worked more,
some worked less but all of them
made for a successful season.

Eco-Cruises

Times of semi-drought are
always a Catch-22 for us. Like
everyone else, we hope for rain,
but the absence of rain means
more Eco-Cruises. Such was the
case in 2015 as our signature EcoProgram put 3,465 people on the
water aboard our big, beautiful and
brand-new boats. In fact, had Hurricane Joaquin not sent dangerous
winds and choppy waters our way
in early October, we might well
have broken 2013’s E/C record.
Still, Captains Bill Sheehan and
Hugh Carola conducted 227 EcoCruises on the Hackensack River,
Passaic River, Arthur Kill, Newark
Bay and through the marshes of the
Meadowlands.
In addition to our popular
Meadowlands Discovery, Boating
Through Bergen and Excursion
Around the Bay cruise itineraries,
we also conducted several charter
“hybrid” Eco-Cruises that included
a trip to Port Newark, the mouth of
the Passaic River, and an exploration of the Sawmill Creek Marsh in
the Meadowlands.
Continued on page 8
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2015 Eco-Program Season
continued from page 7

Just over one-third of our
participants – 1,295 people –
were students, Scouts, teachers,
and youth leaders who took part
in Youth Charter trips, Combo
Programs, and our Urban Watershed Education Program. Of the
rest, 1,153 participated in Adult
Charter Eco-Cruises, 621 joined
us on thirty-four scheduled Open
Boat Eco-Cruises out of Laurel
Hill Park, and 396 came aboard
on twenty-four Passaic River trips
sponsored by Newark Riverfront
Revival (NRR). Some additional
highlights and thanks:
• 2015 represented our sixth year
of partnering with the city of
Newark, and our first working
with NRR Program Director
Marcy DePina. Kudos to Marcy
for a job very well done and
many thanks to our colleagues
at the Ironbound Community
Corporation for funding the
program.
• Once again we received a generous $5,000 Eco-Cruise grant
from Shop Rite Supermarkets.
Their support completely or partially underwrote forty-two trips
for students, public officials,
journalists, and everyone who
joined us on Passaic River trips.
All told, 615 people benefitted
from the company’s generosity.
• Thanks are also in order to our
friends at the NJ Sports and Exposition Authority who provided
discounted dock space for us at
River Barge Park in Carlstadt,
NJ after Red Roof Inn unexpectedly closed its Secaucus marina. Both NJSEA CEO Wayne
Hasenbalg and Park Supervisor
Angelo Urato came through for
us in a big way.

Volunteers with their day’s haul at 16th Street Park in Bayonne.

River Cleanups

In a season of record performances, our active conservation
program certainly did its part. For
starters, Outreach/Volunteer Coordinator Caitlin Doran led 1,011
volunteers on a record twenty-four
cleanup events. We removed over
1,000 cubic yards – 28,660 pounds
– of trash & debris from the banks
of the Hackensack River and its
tributaries from Lake DeForest
in Clarkstown, NY to the shores
of Newark Bay in Bayonne, NJ.
From north to south our volunteers
filled multiple dumpsters with tons
of plastic debris, illegally dumped
tires and untold amounts of wood
and metal trash.
Our public cleanups began
four days before Earth Day on
April 18 with an event on the
banks of Overpeck Creek in
Ridgefield, NJ and ended on November 14 – Hackensack’s Make
A Difference Day – at Hackensack
River County Park. In between,
nine more public cleanups took
place including a Hackensack
“triple play” where our volunteers
cleaned up the city’s Foschini,
Johnson and Staib Parks. All told,
405 volunteers of all ages did the
heavy work at those eleven events.
We also conducted thirteen
corporate and group-sponsored
cleanups, providing 606 partners
with valuable learning, team-

building and community service
experiences. A BIG thank you
goes out to all of them: Fairleigh
Dickinson University Green Team,
Panasonic, Levi-Strauss, Unilever, Ridgefield Memorial HS,
Royal Bank of Canada, Samsung
(two cleanups), Goldman-Sachs,
Becton-Dickinson, ING, Ernst &
Young and Maywood, NJ BSA
Troop 1200.
Of course few, if any river
cleanups would take place without
the invaluable assistance of our
super volunteers including: Michele Gillies, Lynn Kramer, Bill
Meier, Angela Miller, Jeff Raskin,
Carl Ragnone, Charlie Stelling,
and Dan Willis. Thanks also go
out to the good folks at the Bergen
Clean Communities Program for
their continuous support. Lastly,
we would be remiss if we didn’t
thank all who supported last year’s
Capital Campaign enabling us to
purchase our new River Cleanup
Command Vehicle (AKA Van-na
White, the white Ford Transit van).
In February we’ll work out the
2016 Eco-Program schedule which
we’ll publish in the Spring issue
of Tidelines and make available on
our website by mid-March. One
item we can share with you now is
the date of our third annual EarthFest Overpeck: Saturday, May 14.
Until then, all the best and see you
at the water real soon!
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Vendors, Sponsors, and Regatta Entrants
it’s time to get ready for the

3rd Annual Bergen County

EarthFest
ver
peck
O
May 14

Rain date
Sunday, May 15, 2016

Overpeck County Park, 45 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

• Recycled Regatta
• Fishing Derby
• Green Vendors

• Live Music
• Children’s Activities
• Food and More!

Bergen County EarthFest Overpeck is hosted by the
County of Bergen and Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc.

For more information contact Festival@HackensackRiverkeeper.org
EarthFestOverpeck.com • 201-968-0808
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Hackensack Watershed Field Notes
By Hugh M. Carola
With the winter upon us many
people look for ways to make life
easier for local wildlife, especially
birds. That’s a subject in which I
actually have some training and
I know if I look hard enough I
can find my Certified Birdfeeding
Specialist certificate. But enough
about me; here are a few simple
tips to make birdfeeding easier for
you and better for the birds:
First off, offer both seeds
and suet (or suet blends) so you
can attract both seed-eaters like
Cardinals, American Goldfinches
and Black-capped Chickadees as
well as insectivores like Brown
Creepers and all our woodpecker
species. Second, offer good-quality seeds and blends with high sunflower seed content while avoiding discount brands that often
contain fillers and seeds like milo
that is unpalatable to our eastern
birds. Third, remember to keep
your feeders clean, especially suet
feeders. Bonus point: if you live
in bear country, try to time your
feeding activities for when they’re
hibernating because some wildlife
should remain wild.
Providing roosting habitats

is just as important – if not more
important – as feeding. Some easy
ways to do so include: leaving an
area of your yard to “overgrow”
and serve as protective cover
(and/or “recycle Christmas trees,
wreaths and natural garlands
there), planting and maintaining
native trees and shrubs like Arborvitae and winterberry, and making
water available for drinking and
bathing. Unless you have a chance
of attracting Eastern Screech-owls
to your property, you can wait
until early spring to set up nest
boxes for more likely species.
But don’t take my word for
it. Visit any New Jersey Audubon
Society store, the closest ones to
our area being Lorrimer Sanctuary
in Franklin Lakes and Sherman
Hoffman Sanctuary in Bernardsville, or at Wildbirds Unlimited in
Paramus. My friends there will be
more than happy to help you make
your yard – big or small – an oasis
of wildlife habitats. Speaking of
friends, check out what some others have been seeing…
American Coot – Thirteen of
these black, rotund, lobe-footed
waterbirds were seen on 11/2 near

the Bergen County Utilities Authority wastewater treatment plant
in Little Ferry, NJ.
American Kestrel – A migrating kestrel was observed over
Berry’s Creek in Lyndhurst, NJ
during an Eco-Cruise on 9/26.
Bald Eagle – In addition to
the many reports of migrating eagles we received one from an unlikely location on 10/28: Garfield,
NJ just upstream of the Dundee
Dam on the Passaic River.
Barn Owl – On 9/27 a boatload of Eco-Cruise participants
was treated to the sight of this
beautiful bird up underneath the
Route 3 eastbound bridge over the
Hackensack River in East Rutherford, NJ.
Black Rat Snake – One of
our most striking local reptiles, a
large example of this semi-arboreal species was seen resting in a
tree near the pond at Greenbrook
Sanctuary in Alpine, NJ on 10/13.
Brant – Oddly, a single
member of this waterfowl species (which is usually found in
fairly large flocks) was observed
in the Hackensack River off South
Kearny on 10/23.
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Lark Sparrow
Chondestes grammacus

Common Raven – Single
birds were observed near the
Meadowlands Sports Complex in
East Rutherford, NJ on 9/23 and
over the Bergen County Plaza in
Hackensack, NJ on 9/29.
Great Horned Owl – On
9/24 a single owl was noted at
Greenbrook Sanctuary. A pair was
observed on 10/4 roosting near
their empty Teaneck, NJ nest “like
an old married couple.”
Hudsonian Godwit – Always
a great sight to see, three of these
large shorebird species were
observed foraging at Richard W.
DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst, NJ on
9/28. The very next day, the group
was seen in the Sawmill Creek
Wildlife Management Area in
Kearny, NJ.
Lark Sparrow – More at
home on the Great Plains or in
south Texas, nonetheless one of
this distinctly-patterned species
was discovered foraging in a Paramus, NJ filed on 10/15.
Marbled Godwit – On 9/28 one
of this slightly larger godwit species
were observed foraging along side
the aforementioned Hudsonians in
the Sawmill Creek WMA.
Monk Parakeet – As the
species continues to expand in the
northeast, more and more sightings can be expected. A single bird
was noted at Greenbrook Sanctuary on 9/30.
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Marbled Godwit
Limosa fedoa

Northern Harrier – One
hunting harrier was seen over the
Sawmill WMA on 9/26 and another over the Richard Kane Natural
Area in Carlstadt, NJ on 9/27.
Osprey – Large numbers of migrating and foraging Ospreys were
seen all through the Meadowlands
during late August, all of September and into mid-October. Some
riverside trees hosted as many as
four roosting birds at one time.
Peregrine Falcon – “Big
Mama” continued to be seen on
and around her nesting site at
the Route 3 bridges throughout
the fall. In addition, numerous
adult and juvenile migrants were
observed throughout our region
during the months of September
and October.
Red-tailed Hawk – Certainly
no rarity in and of itself, but a
banded Red-tail visited the balcony of a Hackensack high-rise on
8/11 and 8/19. On 10/15 another
was observed “snatching” a gray
squirrel in a Bergenfield, NJ yard.
Semipalmated Sandpiper –
While the vast majority of their
fellows passed through our watershed region in August and September, a pair was noted at River
Barge Park on 10/1 and a small
flock was seen flying south over
the river off Little Ferry on 10/11.
Short-billed Dowitcher – This
large-ish shorebird species isn’t

nearly as numerous in the Meadowlands as are the common Greater
and Lesser Yellowlegs but sharpeyed observers can usually find
some, especially in the fall. Three
were seen in the Sawmill WMA on
10/13 and a flock of five was noted
at DeKorte Park on 10/30.
White-tailed deer – Yet
another sighting in an unexpected
place: an 8-point buck was seen
underneath the Exit 16W ramp
along the Berry’s Creek Canal in
Lyndhurst on 9/20. Go figure.
Wood Duck – An incredible
thirty-three “woodies” were observed on the pond at Greenbrook
Sanctuary on 10/27.
Woodcock – On 11/29 one of
this long-billed shorebird species
was discovered dead on the third
level of the Atlantic Street parking
garage in downtown Hackensack.
One is forced to wonder how it got
there in the first place.
Thanks to all our spotters and
as always, a tip o’ the naturalist’s
hat (from A to Z) to: Anonymous,
Pete Bacinski, Scott Barnes,
Sandy Bonardi, Ray Duffy, Rob
Fanning, Thomas Halter, Mary
Knight, Joseph Labriola, Alice
Leurck, Doug Morel, Mike Panos,
Thomas Redner, Bob Rancan, Gabrielle Schmitt, Bill Sheehan, Don
Torino, Rosemarie Widmer, Kate
Wade and Karl Wagefuehr.
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Birds of the Hackensack:

Brown Creeper

By Ivan Kossak
If you have never noticed a Brown
Creeper (Certhia Americana), you can
certainly be forgiven. This bird is
the very essence of unobtrusive,
in that its looks, behavior and
sound help it blend in with its
surroundings masterfully.
The Brown Creeper is
a mottled brown above and
white below (both male and
female are similar), but due
to its habit of crawling up the
bark of trees, the white is not
easily seen and the brown allows the bird to camouflage itself
against its preferred milieu. The
bird is soft spoken, with a call note
that is barely perceptible and a highpitched, thin song that is not much more
noticeable.
Size is a factor, too. Brown Creepers are also only
5 ¼ inches long, and they can easily go unnoticed
when compared to the girth of the mature trees they
favor. If that were not enough, the bird will habitually explore the tree in a circular pattern, using the tree
as cover between itself and any potential observer,
thereby making detection even more difficult.
Creepers are usually solitary apart from breeding season so, given its other secretive proclivities,
finding one is certainly a matter of being in the right
place at the right time. Fortunately, they are not terribly skittish and I have often had one land on a tree
right in front of me. At these times, it seems to me as
if the bird has actually decided to take pity on a hope-

IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS?
Frank R. Massaro, Attorney at Law
Over 30 Years Immigration Experience
Member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association

212 244-3998

www.frankcitizenship.com
39 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10006

lessly outmatched birder by showing itself.
Creepers have stiff tails that allow
the birds to prop themselves against a
tree’s bark as they hop around the
trunk looking in crevices for the
insects and larvae that make up
their diet. They have the unusual habit of building their nests
between loose slabs of bark and
the tree trunk itself.
Brown Creepers are the
only member of their genus
that can be found in the New
World out of only nine species
in the genus worldwide. They
can be found throughout the
northern tier of states, southern
Canada and down the spine of the
Rocky Mountains when they nest. In
winter they retreat out of the highest
elevations into the central and eastern states.
They’re in New Jersey all year: in the northwest part
of the state during breeding season and throughout
the state in winter. However, true to their nature, they
are still not obvious. Christmas Bird Count totals for
New Jersey from 1976 to 1997 ranged from 100 to 365.
Brown Creepers are not known to breed in our
watershed but can be found in winter and during
spring and fall migrations. They are more likely to
be found in a reasonably large contiguous woodland
such as Emerson Woods in the upper watershed or
Schmidt’s Woods in the lower. Almost any time
you are walking in the woods you may encounter a
Brown Creeper, but it helps to keep your eyes open
to the possibility.
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Veto of Port Ambrose LNG = Huge Win for NY and NJ
NY Governor Cuomo Rejects Port Ambrose Liquified Natural Gas Terminal
By Andrea Leshak
After years of battling Liberty Natural Gas, LLC’s
proposed Port Ambrose LNG facility, the public and
the environment have won! On November 12, 2015,
Governor Andrew Cuomo used his authority under
the Deepwater Port Act to send a letter officially
vetoing the Port Ambrose project.
In testimony and comments submitted at public
hearings on the project, Hackensack Riverkeeper and
our coalition partners made clear that the risks of Port
Ambrose far outweigh any supposed benefit. Port
Ambrose would have had concrete adverse impacts
on water and air quality, recreational and commercial
fishing industries, and seafloor benthic habitat. Even

more, we were concerned about risks posed by security concerns, the project’s contributions to climate
change, and a conflict with an offshore wind project
proposed for the same area. To Hackensack Riverkeeper and the larger environmental community, it
was clear that Port Ambrose was a dangerous and
unnecessary project that would only be stopped by a
strong showing of public opposition. Fortunately, the
hard work of Hackensack Riverkeeper and our coalition partners paid off with Governor Cuomo vetoing
Port Ambrose and citing the many concerns we had
raised in comments and testimony. We are grateful to
Governor Cuomo for standing up for the environment
and rejecting Port Ambrose!

One Memorable Night
Annual celebration recognizes philanthropy, public service and corporate stewardship.
By Mike Panos and
James Malchow

photos © Joe Frazz
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in the Delaware River
Watershed in New York,
On October 8 Hackensack
and has also funded a
Riverkeeper closed out its
new STEM program for
event season for 2015 with
the Little Ferry School
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XChange at Secaucus
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environmentally friendly
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includes green
In the field of public serCounty Utilities Authority.
spaces,
solar
power,
a riverfront
vice, we honored John Birkner, the
For excellence in philanwalkway, and other environmental
Mayor of Westwood, NJ. Hackenthropy, Hackensack Riverkeeper
features for residents.
sack Riverkeeper has had a dehonored Mr. Donald Nuckel, of
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One Memorable Night
As always events like this help
Hackensack Riverkeeper continue
its mission to protect, preserve,
and restore the Hackensack River,
and they are not possible without
the generosity of our donors, advertisers, Gala committee, volunteers, and sponsors: All American Sewer Service, American
Architectural Window and Door,
BCUA, Beveridge + Diamond,
John Birkner, Hackensack UMC,

photo © Joe Frazz

continued from page 13

Mayor John Birkner (r) receives an
award for Excellence in Public Service.

Inserra Supermarkets, Langan,
Northmarq Capital, Donald
Nuckel, PSE&G, River Terminal
Development, Rockland Electric,
Sanzari, JM Sorge, United Water,
Whole Foods, and Whitestone Associates.
Lastly, very special thankyous are in order to Whole Foods
Market for providing a delectable
Seafood and Raw Bar; and to our
special MC and celebrity auctioneer, award winning NBC reporter,
Brian Thompson.

ROAST FOR

RIVERKEEPER
Thursday, March 31, 2016 Doors Open at 6:30PM
Englewood Field Club • 341 Engle Street • Englewood, NJ 07631
Now’s your chance to join in on the raucous fun of roasting
Mr. Bob Ceberio, Hackensack Riverkeeper Board Member and
former Executive Director of the NJ Meadowlands Commission.

Ticke
ts
$55.00 individua
l • $100 for coup
le • Table of ten
Includes Be
$500
efst
(by Nightengale’s eak Dinner
Catering) beer, wi
ne, soda.
Purchase online:
www.hackensack
riv
er
keeper.org
OR call 201-9680808
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By Caitlin

Doran

ING Cleanup – Laurel Hill County Park,
September 18, 2015
ING is the unofficial home team at Laurel Hill Park, digging in and
going to bat for a clean estuary. We knew they would be up to the task
when we found a small pile’s worth of truck tires that had been dumped
in a channel off of County Road Extension, just outside the park. Without
hesitation the group split up, threw on waders, and jumped into the
mud-filled channel, getting every tire out with a little help from “Big
Red”, Charlie Stelling’s heavy duty truck. We are so thankful for ING’s
continued support of the Corporate River Stewardship Program and look
forward to scouting a new location for this winning team of volunteers!

Oradell Reservoir Cleanup –
Harrington Park,
September 19, 2015

We had another huge haul at the Oradell
Reservoir this year, this time launching
from Harrington Park instead of Closter.
Over 100 volunteers cleared that many
bags and 13 tires from our drinking water.
The reservoir cleanup took place on one
of many beautiful fall days and would not
have been possible without the support of
Ray Cywinski and United Water.

Ernst &Young Cleanup – Ridgefield, September 25, 2015
After being away from Bell Drive in Ridgefield for five
years, we’ve been back twice this season. And each time,
we’ve found a formidable pile of trash, but fewer tires,
we’re happy to report. Yellow shirts descended on the culde-sac early on the morning of September 25 and worked

their way down the riverbank, clearing it of bottles and
cans that found their way back their after our initial Bell
Drive cleanup back in April. Thanks you to EY’s dedicated
volunteers for helping us right those wrongs!
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Lake DeForest Cleanup – New City, NY, October 11, 2015
In October, for the first time ever, Hackensack Riverkeeper conducted a cleanup at Lake
DeForest in New City, NY. This was our second time partnering with United Water/
SUEZ New York Division and the second time the water company has opened up the
reservoir for public use, the first being Lake DeForest Day in June. We had a sizable
haul at cleanup’s end, with help from partners Keep Rockland Beautiful and River
Rowing Association. Thank you to all the volunteers who made our first upper–upper
watershed cleanup such a success!

River Edge Cleanup – Kenneth B. George Park October 17, 2015
This cleanup takes place every year from the River Edge
boat launch at Kenneth B. George Park and would not be
possible without the support of Greg Ogden and the River
Edge Environmental Commission and the Bergen Clean
Communities Program (Thanks, Joe and Linda!). It’s a
favorite of our volunteers and draws a lot of support from

our friends in River Edge and New Milford, including local
elected officials Freeholder Tracy Zur, and NJ 38 Assemblymen Tim Eustace and Joe Lagana. Ms. Zur braved the river
in one of the environmental commission’s power boats and
suffered a minor injury from a fallen tree branch, which she
bravely fought through. That’s her in the photo on the left.

Samsung Cleanup – Overpeck Park, October 16, 2015
Samsung had an army of volunteers working on both sides
of Overpeck Creek for their Day of Service event. One
hundred employees spent five hours canoeing and canvassing the creek for trash, each team working to fill a 30 yard

dumpster. One team, happened upon a shocking discovery:
a cat that had been left in a trap near the creek. We are
happy to report that the cat has since found a loving home
with long-time volunteers Dan Willis and Diane Schwartz.
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Volunteer Corner
continued from page 17

Johnson Park Cleanup –
Hackensack, October 24, 2015
We scheduled our cleanup at Johnson Park to coincide with USA
Today’s National Make a Difference Day. And make a difference
we did! Volunteers swept the riverbank in the park all the way up
to Fairleigh Dickinson’s campus and refused to quit, crossing the
Anderson Street Bridge to clean a troubling amount of trash from
the Teaneck Greenway. Truly neighbors helping neighbors.

Mitzvah Day Cleanup – Paramus, November 1, 2015
Mitzvah Day went off without a hitch with a huge turnout
from Ben Porat Yosef School and folks from the Jewish
Federation of Northern New Jersey. Half of the volunteers
followed Van Saun Brook, pulling out trash and debris
blown in from neighboring homes and businesses while the

other half assisted Ben Porat Science Teacher Jean Meyers
as she blazed a small trail from the school to the brook.
Students will utilize this trail for educational purposes and
keep the school connected to their local waterway: Van
Saun Mill Brook. Hats off to Jean Meyers!

Make a Difference Day Cleanup – Hackenasck, River County Park, November 14, 2015
The City of Hackensack held its own Make A Difference
Day Cleanup in November. Greg Liosi did a wonderful job
of coordinating 100 volunteers who spread out to different
parks around the city. Hackensack Riverkeeper’s 15 volunteers headed over the Hackensack River County Park, a
beautiful spot somewhat hidden by the Shoppes at Riverside on River Road in Hackensack. The park has sweeping
views of the river and little fishing spots where those in
the know come to cast their lines. Unfortunately, there was
plenty of trash strewn about in the bushes, trees, and reeds
– about 30 bags worth in total. It was truly gratifying,
though, to leave this patch of a green a little nicer than we
found it. Here’s hoping others will pay it a visit!

photo©Angela Miller
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BSA Troop 1200 Cleanup – Coles Brook, November 21, 2015
Our cleanup with Troop 1200 from Maywood was cleanup
number 24 and the last for the season. While we normally
end on Mitzvah Day, November proved to be warmer than
usual and we took advantage. Jacob Price led his troop in
a cleanup of Coles Brook in Paramus/Hackensack, and we
were happy to support and assist him. This cleanup served

as his Eagle Scout Award project, and he and his fellow
scouts did a fine job. With guidance from Scout Master
George Trapp, the troop placed one of the wood duck
boxes donated to Riverkeeper by Bayonne High and PSEG
close to Coles Brook and we hope to find Wood Ducks
nesting in it soon!

Trash Talk

Reflections of an Outreach Coordinator
In college, when it came time
to choose a major, the only thing
that prevented me from choosing Environmental Science, aside
from a healthy fear of chemistry,
was a greater fear that I just didn’t
have what it took to look into the
face of environmental degradation
day after day. Reconciling the fact
that I didn’t have the stomach for
saving the world, I tabled those
ambitions and became an English major instead. There’s very
little chemistry hiding within the
pages of Jane Austin and Ernest
Hemingway.
Of course, that was before I
found Riverkeeper. Since then,
I’ve not only looked at environmental degradation, I’ve stood
in it. This April through November, our 1,011 volunteers and I
surrounded ourselves in it. We
pulled up our boots, we put on
gloves, and – not content to look,
but rather compelled to act – we
slowly started undoing it. Being
at the helm of the River Cleanup
Program has been a strange mixture of satisfaction and frustration,
a mixture that I’m sure a lot of

volunteers can speak to. It’s the
feeling of, “Hey! We pulled out 100
bags of trash!” mixed with “Oof, we
pulled out 100 bags of trash.”
At the suggestion of two longtime volunteers, I recently visited a
rather forlorn stretch of Wolf Creek
on the border of Fairview and
Ridgefield, NJ. This creek was in
a sad state of affairs. You couldn’t
see it standing 20 feet away for
the towering piles of wood chips a
local company was storing next to
it. It was also littered, dumped on,
choked by debris, and strangled by
invasive Japanese knotweed. The
water was murky and green and
took on an unhealthy sheen before
bubbling into a frothy mess at the
spillway. I watched a group of mallards paddle through it and thought,
“these animals deserve better.” All
the while, traffic whizzed by, cars
and trucks carrying busy people
with busy lives doing important
things, totally unaware of the creek
beneath them. Humans cause the
messes like the one at Wolf Creek
– not all, and not all intentionally,
but always humans.
But, if there’s a takeaway from

14 months spent coordinating river
cleanups, it’s that humans are also
the solution to human-made problems. Our volunteers are some of
the best humans I’ve come to know.
They represent diverse backgrounds
all coming together to serve a like
purpose, and each brings his and
her own particular skill, knowledge,
and wisdom to the table. The two
volunteers that toured Wolf Creek
with me that day were also able to
identify all the wildlife and plant life
around us. If not for their humility,
they could hold court on many subjects relating to nature, both good
and bad.
After a spring, summer, and
fall of meeting good people like
this – and 24 river cleanups, 125
tires, and over 25,000 lbs. of trash
later, I’m closing the book on the
2015 River Cleanup season with
a salty tear in my eye. It’s not so
much a sad tear as it is a hopeful
and thankful one. I am confident
now in my decision to be involved
in the environmental movement,
and I am already planning River
Cleanups for 2016. And, so far, no
chemistry! – Caitlin Doran

Page 20

Hackensack Tidelines-Winter 2015

Better Know a Colleague

Ducks Unlimited
Local Hudson River Chapter supports
wetlands conservation statewide and beyond
Part fifteen of our 37-part series

By Hugh M. Carola
Members of the sporting community have always
contributed to the success and effectiveness of Hackensack Riverkeeper. In the early days, the Bergen
County Waterfowlers (the club responsible for the
creation of the Sawmill Creek WMA) and the Hudson
River Fisherman’s Association (of which Captain Bill
is a Life Member) were key partners. These days we
enjoy a beneficial relationship with the Hudson River
Chapter of Ducks Unlimited (DU).
Founded in 1937 to rebuild North American
waterfowl populations in midst of the Dust Bowl, and
just twenty years after the end of unregulated “market
gunning”, DU immediately began a multipronged

strategy of wetlands acquisition/restoration, research
and education for landowners and hunters. While
initially drawing its membership from the ranks of
hunters, in recent decades DU has expanded its scope
to include a wide range of conservation, education
and advocacy programs. These days the organization is a major partner of federal, state and provincial
wildlife agencies in the US, Canada and Mexico,
helping them acquire, restore and maintain millions
of wetland acres across the continent. To date, over
13 million acres have been conserved for the benefit
of wildlife and people.
DU’s Hudson River Chapter – one of the organization’s 2,610 chapters – is the group we work with.
What began as a series of breakfast meetings fifteen
years ago spawned a great working relationship. For
starters, current DU State Chairman Charlie Stelling is our #1 volunteer and the recipient of our 2010
Volunteer of the Year award. Another breakfast buddy
(and DU leadership superstar) Mike Panos joined our
staff last spring as our Donor Relations “guru”. Yours
truly has served on the Chapter’s Banquet Committee
for nearly ten years now and Riverkeeper has supported the banquet with auction items and attendees
for at least as long. The crosspollination also includes
joint fundraisers and “friend-raisers” to bring conservation-minded folks closer together.
Virtually all funds raised by DU – locally and
internationally – go directly to funding a wide range
of conservation, research & education projects. For
a complete list and descriptions of all DU projects in
New Jersey from the Wallkill River in Sussex County
to the Cape May Peninsula, please visit www.ducks.
org/related/new-jersey-projects. Like Hackensack
Riverkeeper, DU gets the job(s) done.
Postscript: If reading this has made you a tad uncomfortable, please note that it is a point of pride for us
at Hackensack Riverkeeper that an incredibly diverse
group of people supports our mission. What brings us
together is a dedication to clean water, protected habitats and the right for all of us to enjoy them.
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WMA 5 Ambassador Update

New Ambassador in Our Watershed
By Elizabeth Balladares
Hello Tidelines readers! My name is Elizabeth
Balladares and I am the 2015-2016 AmeriCorps NJ
Watershed Ambassador serving Watershed Management Area 5 (WMA 5). My area consists of parts
of Bergen and Hudson Counties, and comprises the
Hackensack River, Hudson River and Pascack Brook
Watersheds. Of the twenty WMAs in New Jersey,
ours is the most populated. As the number of residents increases, so does the number of issues facing
our waterways on a daily basis. Four of the most
problematic are: illegal dumping, flooding, combined
sewers and runoff pollution in our local streams.
As your AmeriCorps NJ Watershed Ambassador,
I have taken on the role of tackling many of these issues by creating pubic awareness and channeling that
awareness into action. Fortunately, my host agency
is Hackensack Riverkeeper; and with their help and
leadership, I look forward to promoting watershed
stewardship through education and direct community
involvement.
I have lived in New Jersey since the age of 9 and
even though I have traveled to many beautiful places
this will always be the place I call home. I am a
recent graduate of Rutgers University, where I earned
my degree in Environmental Sciences with a concentration in Environmental Health. Throughout my
years at Rutgers, I was actively involved in research:
conducting studies of my own I learned to address
problems with a hands-on approach and an open
mind. It was that learning experience that led me to
join the NJ Watershed Ambassadors Program. As a
Watershed Ambassador, I am encouraged to think
outside the box to tackle community concerns.
As a Watershed Ambassador, I spend my time
teaching our communities about the importance of
clean water and the constant monitoring of our local
waterways. I am also involved in various partnership
projects including litter cleanups, invasive species
pulls, rain barrel trainings, EnviroScape presentations, interactive classroom activities and storm drain
marking events. Since October, I have already conducted many school presentations with both elementary and high school students. Whether I’m speaking
to students about watersheds, pollution, stormwater,
macroinvertebrates or water chemistry, the best part
of giving these presentations is always seeing the

Liz conducting a
biological and
habitat assessment
at Bear Brook at
Atkins Glen Park
in Park Ridge.

excitement and genuine interest in their faces.
In addition to those programs, I also conduct
Volunteer Monitoring Workshops – interactive
workshops where I teach volunteers how to assess stream health biologically and/or visually. The
workshops are always a great learning experience
because volunteers become aware of how much of
an impact we have on the water quality in our area.
Visual Volunteer Monitoring Workshops focus on
evaluating stream health by assessing things such as a
stream’s riparian zone, bank stability, sediment deposition, water depth/velocity and nearby land uses. In
Biological Monitoring Workshops, volunteers learn
about the health of a stream through the collection
and identification of macroinvertebrates, which vary
in sensitivity to pollution. Both workshops are lots of
fun and always spark an interest in people of all ages.
The NJ Watershed Ambassadors Program is a free
resource for NJ communities and we ambassadors are
more than happy to work with schools, environmental
clubs, community groups, faith organizations, Green
Teams, Environmental Commissions and more. I
look forward to organizing events that will encourage people to do something great for our hometowns.
Therefore, if you have an interest in working on
a project that will benefit our communities don’t
hesitate to contact me. I can be reached via email at:
ambassador@hackensackriverkeeper.org or by phone
at 201-968-0808 x108. I’ll be more than happy to
lend a hand!
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Vellekamp Scholarship Accepting Applications
And we’re accepting donations to support the Scholarship Fund.
By Hugh Carola
Hackensack Riverkeeper is pleased to announce
we are accepting applications for the 2016 Ron Vellekamp Environmental Scholarship. Now in its sixteenth year, the program, named in honor of the late
science teacher and founding Riverkeeper Trustee,
helps support college-bound high school seniors who
excel academically and who have a strong commitment to environmental protection.
Teachers and guidance counselors are invited
to submit an application on behalf of a deserving
student. A panel of Hackensack Riverkeeper Trustees
and staffers led by Captains Bill Sheehan and me
will review each application. The panel will consider
the student’s academic achievements, environmental
extracurricular activities and future plans. All applications must be postmarked no later than Earth Day,
April 22. The winner of the $1000 unrestricted award
will be announced June 1. Full application criteria are
available at www.hackensackriverkeeper.org or by
calling our office.
There is a unique requirement that must be met
in order to be considered for the award: all applicants
must live within the 210-square mile Hackensack

River Watershed and/or attend a high school within
that region. All told, seniors at sixty-six high schools
in Bergen, Hudson and Rockland Counties are eligible to apply. A list of watershed municipalities is
available on the Links page of our Website. For those
residing in bi-watershed communities like Jersey
City, Paramus or Ramapo some additional sleuthing
may be necessary to determine eligibility.
Our 2015 Vellekamp scholar was Ms. Francesca
Costa of Closter, NJ who graduated last June from
Northern Valley Regional HS in Demarest. Francesca
recently completed her first semester at Gettysburg
College in Pennsylvania, where she is focusing on
Environmental Science and Museum Studies.
Those without a high school senior in the family
can still participate by making a tax-deductible donation to the scholarship fund. Donations to the Ron
Vellekamp Environmental Scholarship can be made
by check or online and 100% of all donations will go
to the fund.
If you have any questions about the scholarship,
please feel free to call 201-968-0808 or email me:
Hugh@hackensackriverkeeper.org.

Help Hackensack Riverkeeper
with a gift that won’t affect
your cash flow
Association for New Jersey
Environmental Education

31st Annual Conference
January 22-23, 2015

Crowne Plaza Princeton Hotel & Conference Center
Scudders Mill Road, Plainsboro, NJ
It’s a MUST for anyone who works
to connect people with the natural world.
Join Captain Hugh Carola
at this informative and fun event!
For information or to register go to www.ANJEE.org
or call Hugh at 201-968-0808.

Gifts of appreciated assets, such as securities or real
estate, are an excellent way for you to help yourself
and our mission to Protect, Preserve and Restore the
Hackensack River for today, tomorrow and forever.
Some of the benefits you could enjoy from such a gift
include generating an immediate charitable tax deduction, avoiding federal and state capital gains taxes , as
well as increasing your current income.
To learn more about gift strategies, please contact
Mike Panos, Donor Relations, today: 201-968-0808 or
donor@hackensackriverkeeper.org
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At the helm
continued from page 2

others in the Coalition to Ban Unsafe Oil Trains to fight that major
threat to our watershed.
Thanks to our successful litigation against Honeywell International, we’ll soon be dedicating a
new river access facility at Laurel
Hill County Park. Stay tuned for
more information on that.
Here at 231 Main Street,
Hackensack Riverkeeper wrapped
up its first Capital Campaign and
purchased two 30-foot pontoon
boats, assuring that our EcoCruise program will endure for
years to come. We also acquired a
new Ford Transit van, which improved the efficiency of our River
Cleanup program big time. All
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told, the outdoor program season
was a huge success.
Of course I can’t take full
credit for all of our successes.
It would’ve been impossible to
accomplish all we do without
our dedicated and talented staff.
I am truly blessed to have them
at my side on the ramparts as we
continue to fight for everyone’s
inalienable right to clean water.
While its an honor to work with
all of them, I have to single out
Program Director Captain Hugh
Carola for his fifteen years of
dedicated service to the mission of
Hackensack Riverkeeper. Thank
you Hughie for all you have done
and for all you will continue to do
in the future.
In closing, thank you to

everyone who supported us this
year and over the past 18 years. I
renew the promise I made in 1997
that Hackensack Riverkeeper will
always defend the river against
pollution, poorly planned development, and fight bad policy decisions at the local, state, and federal
levels, so help me God.
For us to fulfill our promise,
please understand that we depend
on your continued support to bring
to fruition the Clean Water Act’s
promise of a fishable, swimmable
and livable Hackensack River.
With friends like you, I know it
will happen.
Yours in Conservation,

Be a Friend of

Hackensack Riverkeeper

Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we provide
award winning Education Programs, interesting Eco-Cruses, community enhancing
Cleanup Programs and recreational paddling
opportunities that bring 10,000+ people
to our river and watershed every year. Our
dedicated staff and volunteers are proud of
the positive changes we see as a result of
years of hard work. Come see the results for
yourself. Be part of this evolution.

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO
Fund Raising
Management
& General
Expenses

9.6%

10%

TL415

Your help is urgently needed. Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as
yourself. Please show your support for environmental health and
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a
donation today. HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________
_____$250 _____$100 _____$50 _____$35 $_______ (other)
_____Amex
_____Visa
_____MC
_____Discover
Management & General Expenses
Card #__________________________________ V code_________
Fund Raising

Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.

Programs, Services, Outreach

Programs, Services,
Outreach 80.4%

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2014 Year End Tax Filing

Make checks payable to:
Hackensack Riverkeeper, 231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601
or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org to donate online.
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HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of

Upcoming Events with Riverkeeper
We hope you’ll visit us at these upcoming special events:

January 6-10, 2016

New York Boat Show
Jacob K. Javits Convention
Center, NYC
www.nyboatshow.com
January 7-10, 2016

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®Protecting The
Public’s Right to:
•
•
•
•
•

Clean, Plentiful Drinking Water
Public Access To Local Waters
Open Space Preservation
Wildlife & Habitat Conservation
Safe Boating, Swimming,
Paddling, Fishing
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Garden State Outdoor Sports Show
Raritan Center Expo Hall,
Edison, NJ
www.gsoss.com
January 22-23

ANJEE Conference
Crowne Plaza Hotel & Conference Center, Plainsboro, NJ
www.ANJEE.org
Special Note:

2016 PaddleSport is canceled

Tuesday, March 8, 2016

Save the Date!
Rain Barrel Workshop
Johnson Public Library
Hackensack, NJ
contact Liz @ 201-968-0808
Thursday, March 31, 2016

Save the Date!
Roast for Riverkeeper Dinner
The Empire Club
Little Ferry, NJ
www.HackensackRiverkeeper.org
April 2-3, 2016

Pequest Hatchery Open House
Oxford, NJ
www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/
pequest.htm

