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In the Time of COVID: Legislature Deals with Environment
While we protect the environment from the safety of our collective home offices

By Michele Langa
In light of all of the news and
events of late, I thought we’d
share a brief update on what’s
been happening in environmental
news and advocacy in New Jersey.
While not a comprehensive list,
the following items highlight
where we stand:
Category One Additions
The New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) has added Category
One protections to approximately

600 miles of New Jersey’s rivers,
meaning that these waterbodies
met the criteria for exceptional
ecological significance and/or
exceptional fisheries resources.
These additions show a dramatic
increase in water quality in the
state and added protections for the
waterbodies as well. While this is
a win for many, there are still hundreds of miles of waters not meeting their water quality standards
due to industrial polluters, overdevelopment, and other impairments.
We’ll keep up the fight until every

stretch of New Jersey’s waters are
Category One quality.
New Jersey Protecting Against
Climate Threats (NJPACT)
During the course of the
last several months, NJDEP has
begun their task of evaluating
and amending its rules to incorporate climate change concerns
and impacts going forward. With
only two years allotted for this
heavy workload, NJDEP had to
act fast when the pandemic caused
Continued on page 3

Exiled from 231 Main Street!

As if a pandemic and economic meltdown weren’t enough.
By Hackensack Riverkeeper staff

May 16, 2020: Fire on Main Street
destroys Hackensack Riverkeeper’s
headquarters.

Program Director Hugh Carola
took the call from the alarm company at about 6:50PM on Saturday,
May 16. Until then, every call had
been a false alarm caused by a system glitch, but this was the real deal.
Less than thirty minutes before
that call, an intense fire broke out at
227-229 Main Street – a neighboring building with which our build-
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ing shared a wall. Because of the
fire’s intensity and the real danger
of it spiraling into a multi-structure
conflagration, the Hackensack Fire
Department requested Mutual Aid
from neighboring Departments. In
reply, companies from Maywood,
Teaneck and Ridgefield Park
responded. It was now an honestto-God four-alarm fire.
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231 Main Street
Hackensack, NJ 07601-7304

At the Helm
Captain Bill Sheehan

Onslaught: TransitGrid, Fire, & Pandemic
Ever since I founded Hackensack Riverkeeper we’ve been
intimately involved in every issue
that’s confronted our watershed
from Rockland County to Newark
Bay. During my tenure as your
Riverkeeper I’ve worked every
single day to uphold our shared
mission to protect, preserve and restore the ecological wellbeing and
the social importance of the river.
Over those years we’ve racked up
some incredible victories together.
The Meadowlands’ 8,400 acres
of wetlands and waterways and
3,300 acres of woods in the upper
watershed have been protected for
over a decade. We literally helped
create New Jersey’s stormwater
rules, updated CSO regulations and
oversaw Category One protections
afforded to the Hackensack’s upper
tributaries. The Honeywell site in
Jersey City has undergone a $4 billion remediation and the Bayfront
community will soon rise on it. We
defeated the “North Bergen Liberty” powerplant proposal. And the
Public Trust Doctrine has finally
been enshrined as New Jersey State
Law. We do it because we care.
Our biggest fight now is

against TransitGrid – a 140-megawatt gas-fired powerplant that NJ
Transit proposes to build directly
on the river in Kearny, in a Flood
Zone. Despite earlier claims that
the plant was only to operate under emergency circumstances, the
agency plans to operate the plant
24/7/365. If that happens, roughly
576,000 tons of CO2 would be released by it annually – insanity in
this era of rising sea levels! Yet NJ
Transit released its Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
in April and NJDEP has scheduled
permit hearings to convene in
September.
Another big reason why we
oppose the plant: building it
would place yet another unfair
environmental burden on nearby
communities already inundated by
industrial pollution and overdevelopment. It also flies in the face
of Governor Murphy’s Executive
Order promoting environmental
justice. To learn more about this
issue, how we and the DON’T
GAS THE MEADOWLANDS
coalition are fighting the good
fight, and how you can get
Continued on page 23
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Environmental Update
Continued from page 1

closures, quarantine orders, and
social distancing restrictions. All
planned in-person meetings went
virtual, allowing for the work to
continue uninterrupted.
Combined Sewer Outfall (CSO) Updates
In 2015, CSO permittees were
tasked with submitting their Long
Term Control Plans (LTCPs)
by June 1, 2020. In light of the
pandemic, NJDEP granted permittees an extension and LTCPs
are now due by October 1, 2020.
While the delay does not change
much, it does allow for additional
advocacy on our part for both better incorporation of Green Infrastructure into the plans and time
for permittees to work on financial
planning within their municipalities or regionally.
Defeating Pipelines
As you may recall from previous issues, the Northeast Enhance-

Page 3

ment Pipeline Project was a natural gas pipeline expansion planned
for central NJ by Williams-Transco. The pipeline would have torn
up 26 miles of Raritan Bay and
added a large compressor station
in Franklin Township. After four
years of battling the project and its
untenable impacts to both NJ and
NY, NJDEP and NY DEC denied
crucial permits to the project. As
of now, the company has not reapplied for permits.
Additionally, though not in NJ,
two other pipeline project proposals in the US have met with defeat.
Court denials lead to the cancellation of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline
project, which would have crossed
the Appalachian Trail, handing a
huge win to the environment. Virtually concurrently, a federal judge
halted the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL) project over serious faults
in its environmental assessment.
While the battle isn’t over for
DAPL, it is a serious blow to the

project and will take an incredible amount of time and money to
overcome.
Environmental Justice in New Jersey
Senator Troy Singleton (D-7)
and Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37) advanced a
progressive Environmental Justice
Bill (S232) through the Senate
in June. The bill allows for the
NJDEP to include factors such as
environmental and public health
stressors in permit review; as well
as requiring disclosure of “clear,
accurate, and complete information” on proposed facilities to the
overburdened communities in
which they are sited. While not
perfect, this Bill makes it considerably more difficult for developers of potentially harmful projects
to breeze through the permitting
process and overwhelm already
inundated communities with additional sources of pollution and
environmental degradation.
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Exiled from Main Street
Continued from page 1

As Hugh crested the hill at
Summit Avenue in Hackensack,
he saw the smoke and knew that
all plans for the evening were off.
It was far more serious than he’d
anticipated.
By the time he finally got eyes
on Riverkeeper HQ, he saw the
front door propped open and a
crew of firefighters training a hose
full-bore into the building; all under
a massive column of smoke. Hugh
immediately called Captain Bill
Sheehan and broke the bad news.
“At first, my brain wasn’t
processing what Hughie was
saying,” recalled Captain Bill. “ I
kept repeating: ‘What?’ and ‘What
happened?’ until it finally sunk in
and I realized I had to get over to
the office. Fast.”
By the time he arrived, nearby
streets were blocked, fire hoses
snaked everywhere and a hookand-ladder crew was attacking the
fire from above. Huge plumes of
steam mixed with the smoke being
blown south by a stiff northwest
wind. And that hose team was still
blasting water into 231. In order
to get anywhere near the site,
Captain Bill had to back his truck
down one-way Main Street as far
as he was able. Soon he met up
with our Donor Relations Manager Mike Panos, who had arrived
after a call from Hugh.
As the firefighters did heroic
work to keep the fire from spreading, Hugh called Office Manager
Lisa Vandenberg, who reached out
to the rest of the staff and Board
President Rob Gillies. Within
minutes Rob was onsite with Capt.
Bill and Mike; waiting for the fire
to be declared out so they might
better survey the damage.
“As soon as Lisa gave me the

bad news, I told her I was on
my way to the office,” recalled
Paddling Centers Manager Russ
Wilke. “As I met up with Bill,
Mike and Rob, the Fire Chief offered to escort us inside.”
They walked into a scene of
utter chaos. The fire had spread
to our roof, melting the Plexiglas
skylight and destroying our HVAC
system. A gas line at the rear had
been ruptured and blew out our
glass block window. Yet, there
was only a small area damaged by
fire inside. The smoke and water
damage however, truly wrecked
the place. The hose-streams overturned desks, knocked over dividers, tore artwork off the walls, and
more; all of it necessary collateral
damage that prevented the overall
damage from being far worse. Our
basement took the brunt of the
water damage, taking in two feet of
water and flooding out both our data
server and a quarter-century’s worth
of Riverkeeper records and gear.
With a dedicated team from
SERVPRO onsite, the basement
was pumped out and the waterlogged wreck that was our office
was cleared out within a few days,
eventually filling four large
dumpsters with the remnants of
231 Main Street.
While Mike, Russ, Rob and
Captain Bill were able to do a
quick assessment and remove
some salvageable items from the
main floor that first night, much of
what was left was unsalvageable.
“You honestly don’t realize
how much stuff there is in an
office, in any building I suppose,
until you watch it all getting carried out piece by piece as your list
grows page after page,” recalled
Michele, HRI Staff Attorney.
A bit of unexpected good news
was this: despite the fact that pret-

ty much everything made out of
paper was shot, all of our current
files and records, all of the commemoratives filling Captain Bill’s
office, and issues of Tidelines going back to 1997 were saved. Then
there was that basement.
Since we’ve owned 231 Main
since 2002, it was jammed with all
kinds stuff – from cases of brochures, to bins of Keeperwear, to
boxes full of Holiday decorations,
to tubs full of teaching equipment
used by Project Manager Jodi
Jamieson and our Watershed Ambassadors in our Urban Watershed
Education and Junior Stewardship
programs, among other environmental education efforts. Anything
not above the waterline was lost,
and even some of those items
didn’t survive the sprays of water.
“Working in the basement was
definitely the dirtiest, smelliest
and loudest job in my opinion,”
remembered Jodi. “The floor was
thick with foul-smelling mud and
the constant roar from the industrial dehumidifiers made us feel like
we were working among several
jet engines.”
Fortunately, a good bit of
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Page 4: Fire being fought from
above at 231 Main Street.
Left: Debris and our collapsed ceiling in our entrance way.
Above: Flames shot down into our
building from our destroyed skylight.

gear – much of it stored in sealed
plastic bins – escaped damage and
was meticulously recovered by
Jodi’s crew. As of now, most is being stored in a unit at Westy’s Self
Storage in Hackensack (one of our
valued corporate sponsors) with
some at our Laurel Hill Paddling
Center building in Secaucus and
some in Hugh’s garage in Maywood. Still, there was other work
to be done in those critical first
days after the fire.
“As soon as I got call, I knew
that we needed to get a GoFundMe page up and running immediately,” recalled Outreach Coordinator Samantha Kreisler, who had
only just started at Hackensack
Riverkeeper on March 16 – ex-

actly two months to the day before
the fire. “Captain Bill gave me the
go-ahead and the photo you see
when you go to the page.”
In subsequent days and weeks,
Sam coordinated with Hugh on
email blasts, social media posts
and press releases informing our
friends, supporters and the general
public about what happened – all
of which helping drive traffic to
the GoFundMe page. We updated
our website and its ‘Donate’ page
so that anyone clicking there
would get the full story.
The staff started holding
remote daily meetings to share
updates, suggestions and to simply
support each other throughout all
the difficulties and challenges.

The building where the fire
started was torn down in early
June. Currently, 231 Main Street is
nothing but a shell, stripped down
to concrete floors, cinder block
walls and bare rafters. But according to our engineers, there is
a very good chance we’ll recover,
rebuild and reoccupy our home by
New Year’s Day 2021.
Until then, Mike’s expanded
his home office, enabling Elizabeth Salas, our bookkeeper to
work there several days a week.
The rest of us, already working
remotely due to the pandemic,
will continue to do just that. Our
remote work is made possible
and easier thanks to the help of
longtime friend, supporter and
super volunteer Bill Meier – a
retired IT pro. We could devote
an entire article to how he literally MacGyver-ed our systems
and monitors them daily to keep
those connections live; or how he
oversaw the external data recovery
service that rescued files from our
water-damaged server.
Weirdly, Captain Bill’s home
office is at his dining room table
– the very same place where he
founded Hackensack Riverkeeper
23 years ago. Now, as then, we are
starting from the ground up and
will protect our river any which
way we can!

4TH ANNUAL AUTUMN OUTDOOR CONFERENCE

EDUCATING FOR A JUST AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Friday, September 25, 2020 at Duke Farms, Hillsborough, NJ
Alliance for New Jersey
Environmental Education

For more information, visit
www.ANJEE.org

ANJEE presents a day full of programs for educators at Duke Farms, a model for
environmental stewardship and a more sustainable future. The event will feature a wide
variety of outdoor sessions designed to educate and inspire teachers and nonformal
educators alike. All outdoors. Zero PowerPoint. Maximum inspiration. Join us!
For info, including full conference schedule and registration link, go to:
www.anjee.org /autumn-conference.html
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REAL SCIENCE FOR REAL PEOPLE

The Pandemic a Rehearsal for Climate Change
By Dr. Francisco Artigas
In mid-April I was on my way to retrieve a memory card from a cluster of greenhouse gas (GHG) sensors on the mudflats of the Sawmill Creek WMA in
the lower Hackensack River. There was hardly anyone on the road between Montclair and River Barge
Marina in Carlstadt. The beautiful spring day with
blue skies made me wonder if improved air quality
was the silver lining of the pandemic. I thought this
would be a great time to measure and get a glimpse
into what air quality could be like in the future.
The COVID crisis brings an unexpecteded opportunity to measure the effects on air quality because
of a sudden change in the behavior of millions of people. As a scientist that measures the air quality, I can
compare today’s air quality; when almost everyone
stopped driving and industrial production dropped
60%, with conditions in 2019. From this comparison,
we hope to learn about the kinds of changes needed
to reduce GHG gas emissions and determine where
we are in terms of stabilizing the climate.
We found that carbon dioxide (CO2) levels in
northern New Jersey in April 2020 fell 18 % compared to the same period in 2019 (Figure 1). Carbon
dioxide is the most abundant greenhouse gas, it
makes up to 77% of all greenhouse gases. Carbon
monoxide (CO) decreased by 14%, and nitrogen
oxides (NOx) decreased by 37%. Nitrogen oxides are
highly reactive with harmful effects on the lungs. It
enters the atmosphere from vehicles, power plants,
and industrial activities. On hot days, it transforms to
photochemical smog.
We experienced an increase in ground-level
ozone levels (up 58%). High in the atmosphere ozone
is beneficial, preventing damaging UV light from
reaching the Earth’s surface. At ground level, ozone
is an air pollutant (smog) produced as other chemicals (e.g. NOX, solvents, aerosol sprays, cleaners,
degreasers) that break down in the presence of light.
What is clear from our data, is that reducing NOX
emissions alone we will not solve the photochemical
smog problem.
What does it all mean in terms of climate change?
To preserve the planet similar to that on which civilization developed, CO2 in the atmosphere will need
to be reduced to 350ppm. According to our April

2020 measurements, because of the pandemic, we
experienced an 18% decrease in CO2 levels (Figure
2). To meet the 350 ppm target, we would need to
further reduce CO2 levels another 18% from current
pandemic levels. If we all go back to normal, there
is some heavy lifting ahead to lowering emissions to
meet the 350 ppm goal.
In a recent article in The New Yorker (April 16,
2020) a leading environmentalist reflected on the
current situation by saying, “…however shiny we felt
our existence was with our jets and skyscrapers, it
wasn’t very sturdy. This pandemic has brought to the
forefront the inequality in our society and is forcing
us to face the complete chaos we have created with
the environment.” How long can we keep this up?
Do we want to go back to an unreliable way of living
and always be thinking how far will the next crisis set
us back?
This pandemic can be the perfect spark for how
we transition to cleaner forms of energy. According
to a recent article in The Economist (“Seize the Moment”, May 21, 2020) “…now is the perfect time to
start taxing carbon emission to give renewables a decisive advantage. There has never been a time when
taxing carbon would achieve so much so quickly”.
The elements for a final transition to cleaner
forms of energy seem to be falling into place. To start,
there is not much intrest in oil these days.
Figure 1. Change in atmospheric gases
between April 2019 and April 2020.
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Figure 2. CO2 Concentration [ppm]
in the Atmosphere,
DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. NJ.
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energy solutions, you can’t assume there
will be a storage miracle, but a coalition of
heavy hitters think it’s possible.
Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, Jack Ma, and
Richard Branson are investing billions of dollars in
the quest to find the “Storage Miracle” – a battery that
stores surplus energy during the summer that can be
used throughout the year. Tesla’s new “Million-Mile
Battery” is another encouraging development.
Finding the miracle storage battery would be a
game-changer and most likely the death knell for the
internal combustion engine; ultimately our fossil fuelcentered economy as well. This will not only change
transportation but in fundamental ways, it will change
how we consume and distribute energy. The days of the
traditional energy utility company may be numbered
when homeowners and businesses can personalize their
energy sources. This shift in the paradigm will not only
give us renewable energy, but also a more efficient and
resilient energy system, one that we desperately need.
The pandemic response is a rehearsal for real climate change response. We have known about climate
change for more than half a century and the inaction
is not because of a lack of information. As a “climate
person” put it recently in a Wired Magazine interview,
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“…our inaction (in climate change) is due to malice
and greed. If we just heeded the facts, it would have
been done long ago.”
The alarms from climate change will be slower
than those from the pandemic, but the effects will be
more massive and longer-lasting. According to an
article in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science (2020), humanity is concentrated in a narrow
subset of the earth’s surface where the mean annual
temperature is around 55 °F. Climate scenarios show
that in 50 years, one to three billion people could be
left outside the climate conditions that have served
humanity well for the last 6,000 years.
Under climate change, the rush will not be for
ventilators but air conditioners when one-third of the
human population is expected to experience mean
annual temperatures greater than 84° F. We cannot
afford to return to “normal”. The time for change is
now. There will never be a more attentive audience
willing to support a green recovery.
Francisco Artigas, Ph.D. is the Director of the
Meadowlands Environmental Research Institute.
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Eco-Programs Update: We’re (physically-distantly) Back!
Join us at the river as we follow new procedures to keep us safe while having fun
By Hugh M. Carola, Samantha
Kreisler and Russ Wilke
The start of our 2020 EcoProgram season was pretty easy
to do since there was no start – at
least not at the usual time in April,
the same month the COVID-19
pandemic reached its peak in New
Jersey and New York. Instead, we
spent all of April and May creating plans and protocols that were
acceptable to CDC standards,
Executive Orders issued by NJ
Governor Phil Murphy (in particular, E.O. 142), and the expressed
concerns of county and local officials so that we would be ready
to get started once we could.
Figuring that our paddling
centers would be the first program
we’d be able to restart, Paddling
Manager Russ Wilke and Program Director Hugh Carola began
working out sanitizing and physical distancing protocols, which
Russ finalized on May 26. Prior to
our Paddling Center at Laurel Hill
opening on May 30, all equipment
(boats, paddles, life vests, etc.)
was pre-sanitized; new COVID
info-signage designed and printed,
and supplies of facemasks, gloves
and hand sanitizer were acquired.
Fourteen paddlers took advantage of the perfect weather conditions that first day, taking to the
river for what is by its very nature
a physically-distant physical
activity. As it happened, our center
was the very first active recreation
amenity to reopen at Laurel Hill
since the pandemic began and
is now open weekends 9AM to
7PM with last rentals at 3PM. Our
popular Moonlight Paddles are
also back on track, as are the

Sarah and John - the first paddlers at Laurel Hill Park in Secaucus.

new daytime guided paddles
every Sunday at 9AM and Noon,
weather permitting.
Our Overpeck Kayak Center
had a soft opening the following
weekend, June 6-7 and over 100
paddlers took advantage of the
opportunity to finally get out and
on the water. The same COVID
protocols as at Laurel Hill are in
place at our Bergen County site
though adjusted for the higher
number of people who frequent
Overpeck Park. The following
weekend (Friday-Monday) over
200 paddlers joined us and by Fathers Day the center was operating
at its summer schedule of seven
days a week.
All center staff have been specially trained and are required to
wear facemasks and gloves while
assisting paddlers. Boats and gear
are sanitized after every rental,
and frequently touched surfaces
(including Laurel Hill’s portable
restroom) are sanitized on a regular basis. For all info including
schedules, EventBrite registration
links, costs & age restrictions visit
www.hackensackriverkeeper.org.

Our Eco-Cruise program was
put on hold for the entire month
of May, as New Jersey was in full
lockdown. Because if it, we lost
our entire school field trip season as well as the peak time for
participants to enjoy the spring
bird migration. Making at least
some “lemonade out of lemons”,
Captains Sheehan and Carola used
the downtime to have both boats –
the Geraldine Theresa and Robert
H. Boyle II – fully serviced by
certified mechanics before prepping and launching them on May
3 for a month-long series of solo
shakedown cruises.
The additional time also allowed for the creation of COVID
protocols similar to those of our
paddling centers. For example,
we operate each 30-foot x 8.5foot boat at roughly half-capacity,
typically taking no more than six
persons aboard for both Open (public) and private group Eco-Cruises.
Those numbers plus the boats’
dimensions easily allow for the required six-foot distancing between
each party – and expect to do so for
most, if not all of our 2020 season.
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Come Explore the marshes in the dark! Moonlight paddles are back
and filled with intrigue during the summer nights under a Full Moon.

Safe Distancing signage: The everpresent reminder to stay safe while
having some fun outdoors.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 our Reservoir Paddle Series has been cancelled this year.
This includes: the Reservoir Challenge, the Lake Tappan Paddle and the Lake DeForest Paddle.
Also, participants and captains
remain masked while on land and
when embarking and disembarking the boats; seats and railings
are sanitized between trips.
The season finally began on
June 7 with what was supposed to
be our ninth Open Eco-Cruise, as
ten people (five and five) joined
us for an enjoyable Meadowlands
Discovery tour. Subsequently, we
also began conducting private trips
for groups of up to twelve persons
total. Private group trips can be arranged by emailing Captain Hugh
at hugh@hackensackriverkeeper.
org. New this year: all Open EcoCruise registration is done online
the via EventBrite links found on
our website’s Eco-Cruise page.
Of all our programs, our River
Cleanups had the toughest time
getting started. State-imposed
restrictions on gatherings plus
county and municipal park
closures were the main reasons.
Levels of reluctance are still
preventing Outreach Coordinator
Samantha Kreisler from getting
our dedicated volunteers to do
what they all do so well.

But like Hugh and Russ, she
used her downtime wisely and
created a set of COVID protocols to govern all cleanups, both
community and corporate sponsored. They include: requiring
volunteers to provide their own
water, refreshments, sunscreen
and insect repellent; sanitizing
all equipment between uses;
and limiting the total number of
volunteers to no more than half
the number of people permitted at
outdoor gatherings – and to do so
via preregistration. Let’s not forget masks and social distancing.
With everything in place and
with clearance from Hudson
County Parks, Sam kicked off the
season by arranging a “Birthday
Party Cleanup Event” for Board
President Rob Gillies on June 6 at
Laurel Hill Park and environs. A
couple weeks later on June 20 we
conducted the first Community
Cleanup of 2020 – our annual
Summer Solstice Cleanup – also
at Laurel Hill, although without
the traditional after-work barbeque. For those keeping score,
that cleanup was supposed to be

the sixth according to our preCOVID schedule!
Despite the slow start, our
volunteers report a massive uptick
in the number of Mylar balloons
(“thanks” to virtual graduations)
and a steady stream of discarded
PPE – gloves and facemasks. And
that’s in addition to the usual piles
of single-use plastics and other
trash that winds up in our river
“courtesy” of unthinking, selfish
individuals.
So, that’s our COVID-compliant Eco-Program update. As you
can understand, we’re losing a
sizable amount of donation income
due to both the season’s late start
as well as ongoing restrictions.
We may end the 2020 season only
having served half the typical
~10,000 program participants we
normally see. Regardless, we will
never compromise your safety; not
in a kayak, on a pontoon boat, or
at a cleanup. You can always feel
confident in joining us dockside or
at the check-in tent; please feel free
to contact us with any questions or
concerns you may have.
See you at the river!
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WMA 5 Ambassador Update

Getting Things Done!
Hello Tidelines readers! I am sad to report that
the sun is setting on my time as your Watershed
Ambassador. Although my service term is ending
in a vastly different way than I had anticipated,
it has nonetheless been an honor to serve Watershed Management Area 5. Thank you to all those
who volunteered at cleanups that I organized,
participated in projects I planned, and attended
my presentations and trainings. It was a pleasure
getting to know everyone, and to share our mutual
interest and dedication in improving our watershed
through education and hands-on volunteering.
Many people have asked me if Ambassador
programs stopped due to COVID-19. The answer
is a short but emphatic NO. While the program’s core
mission is to improve the waterways of New Jersey,
we are first and foremost AmeriCorps members. So
even though my 2019-2020 cohort and I were unable
to proceed with everything we originally planned for
the spring, we rose to the challenges the pandemic
brought.
We did so because back in September, we
joined 800,000 other Americans who have served
as AmeriCorps members since 1994 in taking the
following pledge:
“I will get things done for America - to make
our people safer, smarter, and healthier. I will
bring Americans together to strengthen our
communities. Faced with apathy, I will take
action. Faced with conflict, I will seek common
ground. Faced with adversity, I will persevere.
I will carry this commitment with me this year
and beyond. I am an AmeriCorps member,
and I will get things done.”
My fellow Watershed Ambassadors and I took
that pledge in earnest and with our NJDEP supervisor Amanda Lotto’s leadership we collectively
stepped up to serve greater-community needs in our
respective WMAs. That included everything from
delivering groceries to at-risk individuals, donating
meals to frontline healthcare workers, sewing masks,
helping at food banks and food pantries, assisting NJ
VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster),
responding to COVID-19 inquiries with NJ 2-1-1,
teaching students virtually, and much more.
With July came my (virtual) AmeriCorps gradu-

top l:
Jenny at the
Americorp launch
in Trenton.
top r: Jenny
collects macroinvertebrates for
Teaneck Middle
School Students.
Delivering meals to Healthcare workers at Pascack Valley Medical Center.

ation, and so now I’ve joined twenty years of New
Jersey Watershed Ambassador alumni.
Through it all, I am grateful to have had Hackensack Riverkeeper as my Host Agency. From day
one, staff and volunteers were incredibly kind and
supportive. I’d like to extend a sincere thank you
to everyone, especially Captain Hugh, who was my
(and all previous WMA 5 Watershed Ambassadors’)
host agency supervisor. After the ups and downs we
all faced this year, I truly feel like I am part of the
Riverkeeper family now. So rest assured that this is
not a goodbye. I won’t be your Watershed Ambassador in the fall, but I fully intend to see you all as a
volunteer!
Alas, the AmeriCorps baton will be passed so
please do not hesitate to email Ambassador@HackensackRiverkeeper.org starting in September 2020 if
you’re interested in planning a project or scheduling
a presentation with the next WMA 5 Watershed Ambassador. You can also visit nj.gov/dep/wms/bears/
americorps.htm to learn more about the program.
See you by the river, Jenny
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Striving for Hands-On During a Pandemic
Environmental education efforts offer lasting impressions

By Jodi Jamieson
COVID-19 has put a strain on everything we do
here at Hackensack Riverkeeper and our education
programs are no exception. For more than 20 years
we have conducted our Urban Watershed Education
Programs in May and June, serving 200 students annually. This is an intensive, three-day, hands-on program.
Our newer Junior Stewardship after-school program,
another hands-on program, was also cut short this past
spring. Like most organizations in our situation we are
pivoting and trying to reinvent ourselves to work in the
virtual world.
This spring I worked with the NJDEP Watershed
Ambassadors on a virtual, 14-part Urban Watershed
Educational series they plan to release in the fall. This
great tool has lots of information about surface water
and the different parameters we use to test it. There are
additional presentations on our regional fish advisories
and the legacy of pollutants in the Hackensack River.
It will be a great resource for our WMA5 students
and teachers. Other online adventures included our
Virtual Campfire sessions that we set up on Zoom for
our Junior Stewards and virtual presentations with
local middle schools. The Virtual Campfire gave our
students an opportunity to be storytellers and a chance
to socialize with their classmates.
While platforms like Zoom and YouTube are
great tools, we are realizing that virtual is virtual,
and unfortunately they lack the all important tac-

tile aspects of learning. Our experience, backed up
by educational studies, shows that students benefit
greatly from hands-on learning.
We know that learning has a definite process,
following an upward trajectory from easy to difficult;
from the known to the unknown; from the simple to
the complex; and from the concrete to the abstract.
This last point is important because concrete and
tangible learning adds the element of discovery which
helps us to connect with and enjoy what we are learning about. It’s called kinesthetic learning.
Despite the many benefits of kinesthetic learning
it usually gets the short shift in school classrooms
and now with virtual learning it becomes even more
inaccessible. Hands-on learning has many benefits.
It utilizes both sides of the brain, therefore creating
stronger connections which improve long-term retention of information. Additionally, it improves attentiveness. Hands-on activities are more engaging and
empowering for students. These experiences bring
life back into learning. Critical thinking skills increase in a hands-on learning environment. Students
have to make decisions on what to do next to receive
the outcome they strive to obtain. There is simply no
substitute for hands-on learning.
We are striving to find safe ways to bring handson learning experiences to students in the next school
year. The news for now is that we can work outside
where there is room to safely spread out.

Thank you supporters and funders for making our
Junior Stewardship Program possible.

Junior Stewards from the Learning Community Chart School show
off their fishing lanyards, observe a fish dissection, and fish locally.
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World Series of Birding 2020:
A “Special Edition” In SO Many Ways
Despite everything, our 20th Anniversary WSB ended up only three short of the record
By Hugh M. Carola

ShopRite Supermarkets, whose
sponsorship allows us to particiI really don’t know what the
pate as a WSB Level One team.
strangest thing about the 2020
Extra special thanks this year go to
World Series of Birding was: the
Ray Cywinski at SUEZ Water NJ
on again/off again parks access,
and Dr. Terry Doss at the NJSEA;
the subfreezing pre-dawn temps,
who secured our access to three of
the whitecaps on Lake Tappan,
the most productive bird habitats
the constant WNW winds, the fact
in our region: Lake Tappan and
that we birded in full winter gear
Oradell Reservoirs in the upper
the entire day, that I didn’t realize
watershed; and Harrier Meadow in
it was our 20th Anniversary WSB
the Meadowlands.
until afterwards, the snow squalls
Because of COVID-19, we
at Liberty State Park, or the fact
didn’t
reach out to our good friends
that we actually listed a respectable
Ray Duffy bundled up and ready to
at Toyota of Hackensack for the
128 species. You decide.
spot birds at Liberty State Park on
loan
of a Highlander this year.
Among the results, you’ll find
this year’s World Series of Birding
Ray
and
I traveled to each location
two first-timers – Caspian Tern and
in
separate
cars with cellphones
Prairie Warbler – but you won’t see
connected should either of us see or hear a bird. We
Blackpoll Warbler as it is absent from the count for
actually listed House Finch while driving through
the first time ever. Speaking of warblers, we listed
downtown Westwood, confirming it by phone. Other
nineteen of them. And of the other “Big Three”, we
“specialties” included: being able to cross into New
listed a semi-respectable twelve waterfowl (despite
York and a partial relaxation of the “95% Rule”
missing the Ruddy Duck), but only eight shorebird
where all team members are required to ID at least
species. At least we found enough uncommon birds
95% of species listed. It really was a strange day
(Least Bittern, Least Tern & Least Flycatcher among
indeed. Hopefully we can be back to normal – and
them) to get to the “third out of the 9th inning”. Were
driving together – in 2021.
we tired and cold? Most definitely; but your HackenIt’s our WSB donors who deserve the most gratisack RiverCreepers were very happy, too.
tude,
for without their generosity – especially at this
The WSB leadership team @ NJ Audubon put
time
when
so many people are suffering – the 2020
this year’s Special Edition together so that it could
take place and allow for physical distancing and other WSB would have been nothing but a cold day of
difficult birding. Amazingly, we reached the “magic
safe practices. They made a series of rule tweaks
number” of $10,000 before June 1. Even more amazthat enabled Ray Duffy and me to cover the bulk of
ingly, just three weeks later we cracked $12,000!
our watershed region – upper and lower – while Dan
Unbelievable. If you were planning to make a WSBCarola (my son, baby Abigail’s daddy, newly-minted
earmarked donation but forgot, you still can! Just
attorney & crackerjack birder) birded separately at
visit hackensackriverkeeper.org/wsb. Who knows, we
habitats along & near what Captain Bill often calls
might even hit Lucky 13k!
the “orphan stretch” of the river between Van BusAll I can say to all our World Series of Birding
kirk Island in Oradell and Losen Slote in Little Ferry.
supporters
– past, present and future – is THANK
Dan’s most productive hotspot by far was Bergen
YOU
for
standing
with Hackensack Riverkeeper as
County Parks’ Borg’s Woods Preserve, located along
we
work
together
for
clean water, protected habitats
Coles Brook in Hackensack and Maywood.
and everyone’s right to enjoy them all.
As always, special thanks go to our friends at
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20th Anniversary Outing

NJ Audubon Society’s

World Series of Birding
“The Special Edition”
May 9, 2020

Forster’s Tern
Rock Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl
Chimney Swift
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Peregrine Falcon
Monk Parakeet
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Least Flycatcher
Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Blue-headed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Marsh Wren
Carolina Wren
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Veery
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin

© Bigstock

Brant
Canada Goose
Mute Swan
Gadwall
American Black Duck
Mallard
Northern Shoveler
Green-winged Teal
Lesser Scaup
Bufflehead
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Wild Turkey
Double-crested Cormorant
Least Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Green Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Northern Harrier
Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
Clapper Rail
American Oystercatcher
Killdeer
Spotted Sandpiper
Solitary Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Least Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Laughing Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Least Tern
Caspian Tern *

RiverCreepers: NJ Watershed Mgmt. Area 5 • Tally: 128 species

© Bigstock

OFFICIAL RESULTS Hackensack

Least Bittern

Prairie Warbler *

Gray Catbird
Brown Thrasher
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Ovenbird
Worm-eating Warbler
Louisiana Waterthrush
Northern Waterthrush
Blue-winged Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Northern Parula
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Palm Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Prairie Warbler *
Black-throated Green Warbler
Wilson’s Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
Eastern Towhee
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Bobolink
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Boat-tailed Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
TOTAL: 128 species
20 yr cumulative total: 193 species
* First-time listed, but…
* Blackpoll Warbler was missed
for the first time ever.
The 2020 RiverCreepers are:
Ray Duffy, Daniel Carola,
Hugh Carola, team captain
Hackensack Riverkeeper
Next WSB: May 8, 2021
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Hackensack Watershed Field Notes
By Hugh M. Carola
Needless to say, the pandemic
put a major damper on birding and
wildlife watching for most of us
save for backyards and neighborhoods. That being said, folks have
been attentive and happy to share
their sightings. Pre-lockdown, we
received some decent reports of
lingering winter birds and early
migrants, the latter “thanks” to the
virtual non-winter we had. And
during the “Spring of COVID”
many people reported seeing and
hearing much more wildlife than
usual; something I can attest to
here in Maywood, NJ.
However, I was both saddened
and angered to learn what happened at nature centers, public
gardens, arboreta and other
municipal, county and privatelyowned and maintained habitat
areas during the lockdown and
as the phased reopening began.
Some of the most selfish and
boorish behavior took place: signs
torn down, barricades removed,
dogs set off-leash in places where
pets are prohibited, bicycles recklessly ridden on trails set aside for
walking only, one-way trail and
mask restrictions ignored, plantings trampled, etc., etc., etc.
Needing to be set free from
cabin fever is one thing; we all
have/had that need. But no one
has the right to do any of those
things listed above. And that was
just a partial list of what cannot
be chalked up to “just a few bad
apples” of “kids”. Once public parks and preserves closed,
private preserves were inundated
by thoughtless, entitled people
who acted like prohibitions (pets,
picnicking, plant-removal, fishing,

biking, alcohol, and loud music –
just to name a few) didn’t apply
to them. For example, Laurelwood Gardens in Wayne, NJ was
literally trashed by such hordes.
There’s just no other word to describe them and their behavior.
Like Laurelwood, all small
natural areas are maintained by
any combination of incredibly
dedicated staffers, board members
and volunteers who make do with
shoestring, threadbare or virtually
no budgets. And if funding was
tough before (it was), just imagine
what it’s like now. Unfortunately,
much of that anti-social and antinature behavior continues. As all
our supporters know, Hackensack
Riverkeeper stands 100% behind
everyone’s right to access nature.
That’s nonnegotiable. But all
rights come with responsibilities.
Exercise them BOTH!

In the meantime…
Bald Eagle – In addition to
the usual sightings of overwintering birds through winter and
spring, a “housekeeping” (AKA
non-breeding) pair was discovered
in Carlstadt, NJ in early March.
Their nest is at most unusual
location: the Williams Transco
gas pipeline facility. Sadly, the
Ridgefield Park, NJ nest of “Al
and Alice II” failed, as did that
of the resident Oradell Reservoir
pair. In better news, the Woodcliff
Lake, NJ pair fledged one chick,
as did a pair at an undisclosed
central Bergen County site. Down
in South Kearny, NJ, two fledglings were reported BUT the adult
male was observed with fishing
line entangled on one of his feet.
As of this writing, the bird has so

far not been impeded. Still …
Anglers: Please DO NOT discard line on land or in the water!
And be sure to replace any worn,
nicked line on your reels with new
line. You’ll land more fish and
keep the water clean!
Cattle Egret – Once a very
common nester in the NY/NJ
Harbor Estuary region, these
insect-and small mammal-eating
herons abandoned our area with
the closing of its landfills. Still, a
few are occasionally seen as one
was on 5/8 at Richard DeKorte
Park in Lyndhurst, NJ.
Eastern Screech-owl – On
the evening of 5/29 one Hillsdale
homeowner saw a pair of these
diminutive owls “checking out”
his fish pond. Since the birds were
smaller than the fish, the latter
were kept off the menu.
Great Cormorant – A single
“Great” was observed on 3/3
perched on the old NJ Transit
Boonton Line railroad bridge over
the river in Secaucus, NJ.
Great Crested Flycatcher –
Always a great sight (and sound),
one was noted in a Hillsdale, NJ
backyard on 5/29.
Great Horned Owl – We
received several reports of GHOs,
including successful nesters in
Secaucus on 4/10 (three fledglings) and at Oradell Reservoir
in Haworth, NJ on 5/9 (one).
Owls were also heard and seen in
the vicinity of Borg’s Woods in
Hackensack / Maywood during
that time.
Lark Sparrow – An “expected yearly vagrant” during migration according to the field guides;
one was seen at Mill Creek Point
Park in Secaucus over a couple of
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days in early-mid April.
Little Brown Bat – At least
two bats were observed at dusk
flying over a Maywood, NJ backyard on 5/28.
Orange-crowned Warbler –
Uncommon in our area, a single
bird was noted on 4/11 near
Schmidt’s Woods in Secaucus.
Osprey – Due to the difficult
weather during late winter and
early spring, nesting got off to a
late start for these now-common
raptors. In addition to confirmed
pairs at Teaneck, Ridgefield,
Carlstadt, Lyndhurst, Kearny,
Secaucus, Jersey City, Bayonne
(3) and Elizabeth, two new pairs
were discovered. One is on Aid
to Navigation (ATON) #NB – a
stationary channel marker located
at the mouth of the Passaic in
Newark Bay. The other is on a
platform containing a greenhouse
gas sensor maintained by Rutgers’
Meadowlands Environmental
Research Institute (MERI) in the
Sawmill Creek WMA in Kearny.
We still need to check previously
used sites in Lyndhurst (2), North
Arlington, Jersey City, Kearny,
Bayonne and Newark but it may
well be a banner year!
Peregrine Falcon - Big Mama
and Mr. Mister fledged a pair
of female chicks on the Route 3
westbound bridge this past season.
Another pair was observed at the
Route 46 bridge in June; and single
falcons were noted on the NJ Turnpike Western Spur bridge and on
the Pulaski Skyway in Kearny.
Prothonotary Warbler – This
once-southern species has been
slowing moving northward as a
result of climate change. One was
seen along Losen Slote Creek in
Little Ferry, NJ on 5/8.
Red Fox – As of this writing,
no foxes have been observed near

Page 15

Fox kit

River Barge Park, where many
folks were treated to close-up
views last season. However, a
mother and four kits were seen –
and photographed – south of Laurel Hill Park near the NJ Turnpike
bridge on 6/10.
Red-tailed Hawk – Clearly
no rarity, but once again a pair utilized a very rare nesting location
– the underside of the NJ Turnpike
bridge over Berry’s Creek in East
Rutherford, NJ.
Seaside Sparrow – As its
name suggests, this bird is most
often at home near the ocean.
However it does show up in the
Meadowlands from time to time;
as one did on 5/3 at Mill Creek
Point Park in Secaucus.
Tennessee Warbler – One of
the more vociferous of their tribe,
four birds were seen (and unmistakably heard) at the intersection
of Washington Ave. and Crosley
Terrace in Hillsdale on 5/20.
Virginia Rail – These birds
are notoriously difficult to see and
adept at staying hidden. Still, one
fortunate birder listed one on 4/20
in the Secaucus HS Marsh.
White Pelican – In what’s
become a near-annual event in our
watershed region, an amazing flock
of seven (instead of the usual one
or two) was observed at DeKorte
Park and a few other locations in

early May. A single pelican was
seen there through late June.
White-tailed deer – In our
ever-continuing saga of “You
saw a deer WHERE?” our newest reports come from the scrubby
area in Secaucus located between
Laurel Hill Park and the NE Corridor train tracks. This past spring,
not one but two bucks were seen
and photographed there.
Wild Turkey – A small flock
was observed roosting high up in a
cottonwood tree at Teaneck Creek
Park in Teaneck on 2/20.
Yellow-crowned Night
Heron – On 5/2, a total of 24 birds
and ten active nests were tallied
in the colony at Harmon Cove in
Secau- cus. By 7/3 the official 2020
tally was 29 birds and twelve nests.
Curlew Sandpiper, Ruff and
Sora – These birds were observed
2-3 days after the WSB in exact
places where Ray and I had been
(Mill Creek and DeKorte), and
had been seen more than once!
The first two would have been
Life Birds for me; listing all three
would have tied last year’s record.
Oh, well…
Thanks to our contributors
and a tip o’ the naturalist’s hat
to: Anonymous, Joe Augeri, Jay
Auslander, David Blinder, Daniel
Carola, Terry Doss, Ray Duffy,
Mark Kantrowitz, Mike Kulowski,
Jim Macaluso, Drew McQuade,
Doug Morel, Mike Panos, Bill
Sheehan, Jenny Schneider, Don
Torino & Chris Takacs.
Postscript: Our next issue will
have a comprehensive report on
Bald Eagle, Osprey and Peregrine numbers both locally and
statewide. Spoiler Alert: all three
species are doing very, very well
in New Jersey and throughout the
metropolitan area. In the meantime, go get outside!
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Hackensack Riverkeeper Welcomes Aboard
Outreach Coordinator, Samantha (Sam) Kreisler
You too can welcome Sam aboard at our next event!
By Michele Langa
Samantha joined the crew on
March 16, 2020. She comes to us with
a skillset focused on marine biology
and environmental policy. Most
recently working at New Jersey
Sea Grant Consortium as a marine
educator, she’s also served as
Community Outreach Fellow at
our sister Waterkeeper organization NY/NJ Baykeeper. Samantha
graduated from the University of
Miami (The U) with Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees in Marine
Policy and Conservation.
As Hackensack Riverkeeper’s
Outreach Coordinator, Sam oversees
our 1,000+ member volunteer corps,
coordinates our River Cleanup Program
and Reservoir Paddle Series, among other outreach
events and volunteer initiatives. She also maintains
our social media presence, drafts and sends email

Extraordinary Service from
Extraordinary Realtors
Office: 201-881-7900
Fax: 201-881-7917
www.VikkiHealey.com
25 West Pleasant Avenue, Maywood

“Sam’s skill,
experience, and
passion aligned
with our mission
so clearly, that there
was simply no one
better to take the
helm as Outreach
Coordinator.”
Captain Bill Sheehan

blasts, and closely assists with press releases and
other public outreach efforts.
Within minutes of meeting her, Captain Bill knew
he’d found the right fit for Riverkeeper. “Sam’s skill,
experience, and passion aligned with our mission so
clearly, that there was simply no one better to take the
helm as Outreach Coordinator,” he said when informing the crew of her hiring. The added benefit of her
previous work for our colleagues at NY/NJ Baykeeper made her all the more familiar with the work
of Waterkeepers.
In addition to her official duties, Sam serves the
greater environmental community as well. In 2019,
she joined the board of Save Coastal Wildlife, a nonprofit dedicated to educating people about the wildlife found along the Jersey Shore. She’s also an active
member of the Climate Reality Project.
Sam’s passion for environmental advocacy is
rivalled only by her love for all creatures, scaled,
feathered, or fluffy. Her rescue pup Lady often accompanies her on outings or for walks along the
Jersey shore and is the newest Riverkeeper canine
assistant.
When she’s not running a cleanup or sweating
over email verbiage, Sam can be found podcasting,
horseshoe crab tagging, hiking, scuba diving, or hunting down New Jersey’s best tofu.
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CLEANING UP COVID:
The “Double Plague” of Trash and Coronavirus
By Samantha Kreisler
As New Jersey reopened after being
plagued by COVID-19, we were finally
able to do the same with our River Cleanup Program - which had been suspended
since early March. As we entered Stage 2
state and county parks reopened, restrictions on outdoor gathering eased, and we
were able to kick off the program just
in time for our annual Summer Solstice
Cleanup along the river at Laurel Hill
County Park.
As excited as we were, we knew
COVID-19 had changed our program in
more ways than one, but by all accounts
our first cleanup of the season was a complete (masked and gloved) success. Clearly isolation had left its mark after almost
four months of self-quarantine. Event
registration, limited to just fifty participants, closed the same day it opened. At
the event our amazing volunteers - six
feet apart, sanitized trash-pickers in hand
- pursued trash up and down the river in
canoes and scoured the banks on foot.
It was not long before we began to
see the impact COVID-19 has had on
the Hackensack River. In less than four
hours, more than 1,500 pounds of trash
was collected; large garbage bags were
filled with single-use plastic debris, Styrofoam containers, discarded rope, and
other garbage. And as always, there were
the tires. None of that was unusual, but
what stood out was the sheer amount.
People might have been staying home,
but their trash pollution was rampant.
When we look back on quarantined-

Spring 2020 we will think of physical
distancing and working from home, but
impacts to the environment are sinister
and long-lasting. Volunteers noted high
volumes of discarded personal protective
equipment (PPE) including face masks
and gloves littering the ground. These
items, probably brought in by the tide or
blown in from parking lots and streets,
are a new trash item to our ever-growing
list, but are just as serious an issue. It is
frightening to think about the impact of
New Jersey’s 8.9 million people wearing
(and discarding) one or more single-use
masks each day.
Volunteers also picked
up much more than the usual
amount of Mylar balloons
– clear evidence of pandemicinduced drive-by celebrations. Releasing any balloons
is simply “delayed littering”
because, as the saying goes,
“what goes up must come
down.” And all too often they
come down in the water. Currently legislative bill A4322 is
going through the NJ Assembly to ban the outdoor release
Oh, no! More baloons!
and tethering of balloons and
other floating devices.
Needless to say, COVID-19 has
gravely impacted our state and region.
Over 13,000 people in New Jersey
alone have died on account of the
pandemic. Sadly, we can expect to lose
even more. And all the while, long term
impacts to our environment have yet to
be assessed.

© Caroline Laroche

HRI volunteers pick-up the pandemic’s collateral damage
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Volunteer

Corner

By Samantha Kreisler

HRI teams up with Outdoor
Afro New Jersey and Black
Girls Surf for 8:46 minutes of
silence and to raise awareness
for BLM and everyone’s right to
safe access and enjoyment of our
public spaces.

June 5, 2020: Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus, Black Girls Surf Paddle Out in memory of George Floyd:
Our organization fights for clean water while also working
to create equitable and inclusive natural spaces for people
of all races, religions, sexual orientations, and ethnicities
to enjoy, experience, and learn. Public Access has always
been an important part of our work here at Hackensack
Riverkeeper. We fight to uphold your right to access your
water for recreation and sustenance. Outdoor spaces
should be accessible, safe, and welcoming to all people
without the threat of confrontation or violence. Getting out
on the water allows us to commune with nature and brings

joy to our lives. Whether it’s boating, paddling, birding, or
just dropping a line and relaxing while fishing, these are all
moments that bring us closer to (and more in balance with)
nature... and our true nature. On June 5th we had an opportunity to join in solidarity with Black Girls Surf world
wide paddle out. We also held the event as a memorial to
George Floyd and to show our support for Black Lives
Matter, for all our Black and Brown brothers and sisters to
feel safe to paddle or bird or boat or fish in their country’s
public spaces.

June 9, 2020: Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus, Birthday Cleanup:
We are so honored and proud to have
such an incredible cache of passionate
volunteers that come out and help us
on our mission of making the Hackensack River and its watershed cleaner,

fishable, swimmable and livable
One couple stands out as the Dynamic
Duo of Cleanups. Our Board Presidents Rob Gillies and his wife Michele
have been tireless; showing up and

hauling out literally TONS of garbage
out of our river for years! They are so
passionate that they kicked off the season celebrating Rob’s birthday with
a River Cleanup.

Posing with ‘zombie tweety,’ the
river’s birthday present to Rob.

© Caroline Laroche

© Caroline Laroche

Michele, river cleanup veteran,
removes yet another tire from
our river’s muddy bottom.
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Summer Solstice:
First Official Cleanup of the season!
June 20, 2020: Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus, Summer Solstice Cleanup
Due to the pandemic, our Solstice Cleanup was the first
public cleanup this year. It was a success: collecting
over1,500 pounds of trash in four hours; hauling large
garbage bags filled with tires; single-use plastic debris;

Styrofoam containers; and other garbage to a waiting
truck. In addition to those items, large amounts of discarded personal protective equipment (PPE’s) including
facemasks and gloves were found and picked up.

All photos on this page © Caroline Laroche

Masked volunteer “trash vigilantes” cleaning up along the Hackensack River.

Eight large tires were removed
from the river.

Lone masked man stalking the riparian debris.

Thank You to our Sponsors

Donald Nuckel
and Company
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The Trash Awaits Along the River and its Banks
Our River Cleanup Program
engages over one thousands volunteers at cleanups all along our
watershed. Together we remove
tons of garbage and debris that
mar our Hackensack River and
its many wildlife habitats. This
year we launched our Pledge PerPound campaign to remove that
trash from our watershed, while
also raising support and awareness. We are already five months
into our cleanup season but have
only been able to hold three public
cleanup events because of COVID-19. During the pandemic, our
Pledge Per-Pound campaign is a
great opportunity to help the environment while comfortably surfing
from your couch.
This season has been difficult

© Caroline Laroche

Join us and many other supporters in our Pledge Per-Pound Campaign!

for our cleanup program and many
pounds of trash remain along the
river as a result! Please consider
making a pledge for every pound
of trash we pick up along the

Hackensack. If you are unable
to donate or get out into the field
with us, conduct your own clean
up and send us a photo and the
your weighted results.
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Hackensack Riverkeeper Answers the Call
We donated PPE to regional COVID-19 effort

In response to an appeal by Bergen County Executive James Tedesco for donations of personal protective equipment (PPE), Hackensack Riverkeeper
delivered fifteen boxes of exam gloves to the county
Health Department on April 6 – at the height of the
pandemic. The 1,500 gloves were purchased late last
year and earmarked for our 2020 River Cleanup program but with all our programs on hold, we decided
to donate them to the people who needed them right
away: frontline healthcare workers laboring in the
battle against COVID-19.
“As much as we and our dedicated volunteers
love our Cleanup program, we knew it would be
a while before we’d be back on the job,” recalled
Captain Bill Sheehan. “I know it sounds “old school”
but it really seemed like a sin for us to have all those
gloves sitting in storage when they could instead be
helping protect the people who truly needed them.”
Back on March 26 Bergen County began accepting donations of surgical masks, medical face shields/
goggles, protective medical gowns and exam gloves

Freedom Bank proudly supports the

Hackensack Riverkeeper
as it works to provide environmental advocacy,
education and conservative programs
to the local community.

201-599-3000
www.freedombanknj.com

Captain Hugh delivers the goods in Bergen County

at the County Annex Building at 220 East Ridgewood
Avenue in Paramus, NJ. The drop-off site, located behind Bergen New Bridge Medical Center, is still open
and fully staffed Mondays through Fridays from 9AM
through 2PM. The location is equipped to handle donations small or large, even those on shipping pallets.
“It certainly wasn’t like the piles of gear we’ve
all seen being donated by large companies and universities,” said Program Director Hugh Carola, who
delivered the gloves. “But for those close to our homes
– and our hearts – we were just happy to help. And
in hindsight it’s better they wound up on the hands of
healthcare workers than lost in the fire,” he added.
We at Hackensack Riverkeeper strongly urge our
colleagues in conservation who conduct cleanups,
environmental monitoring programs or any activity that involves using PPE to do the right thing and
donate what they can to aid the common fight against
the coronavirus.
Anyone seeking additional information about
Bergen County donations should send an email to:
PPEdonations@co.bergen.nj.us or visit the home
page on the county’s website. Hudson County
residents or organizations seeking to donate PPE
there are asked to call the Hudson County Office of
Emergency Management at 201-369-5200 or e-mail
pnevins@hcnj.us to arrange for pickup.
Despite our region’s seeming recovery from the
worst of the pandemic, at the present time there are no
plans to suspend either county’s donation program.
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Real Science on the River and the Bay
We join a regional program for independent water quality testing & analysis
By Hugh Carola
Hackensack Riverkeeper joined an ongoing
regional water quality monitoring/sampling program
on July 14. We are conducting tests and collecting
samples for biological analysis at five sites – three
along the river and two on Newark Bay. There are a
total of fifteen scheduled sampling days, the last of
which is October 20.
Dr. Jessica Bonamusa of the CUNY Staten Islandbased Interstate Environmental Commission (IEC)
provided Jodi, Samantha and me with all equipment
and training. An electronic YSI sonde device enables
quick, accurate testing for temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, and conductivity (salinity). Samples taken
at each site (ten in all) are sent to an IEC contract lab,
where they are analyzed for levels of fecal coliform
and Enterococcus bacteria – the two most important
indicators that determine water swimmability.

Be a Friend of

Hackensack Riverkeeper is now providing independently collected data on the condition of the lower
Hackensack River and Newark Bay – waterways
that until now had been absent from the list of those
tested within the NY/NJ Harbor Estuary. Like IEC,
the Manhattan-based Citizens’ Water Quality Testing
(CWQT) program also works with groups like ours to
train and equip clean water and public access advocates to do this important work.
In so doing, we have also joined well over
100 Waterkeeper organizations around the globe
already engaged in data collection and scientific
analyses on the waterbodies that bear their names.
Look for a program retrospective – with photos – in
the Fall/Winter issue. In the meantime know that
Hackensack Riverkeeper is proud to be finally doing
our part.

Hackensack Riverkeeper

TL720

Your help is urgently needed. Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as
yourself. Please show your support for environmental health and
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a
donation today. HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________
_____$250 _____$100 _____$50 _____$35 $_______ (other)
_____Amex
_____Visa
_____MC
_____Discover
Card #__________________________________ V code_________
Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.
Make checks payable to:
Hackensack Riverkeeper, 231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601
or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/donate.html to donate online.

Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we provide
award winning Education Programs, interesting Eco-Cruises, community enhancing
Cleanup Programs and recreational paddling
opportunities that bring 10,000+ people
to our river and watershed every year. Our
dedicated staff and volunteers are proud of
the positive changes we see as a result of
years of hard work. Come see the results for
yourself. Be part of this evolution.

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO
Management
& General Expenses
Fund
Raising

9.4%

Managem

10.3%

Fund Raisi
Programs,

Programs,
Services,
Outreach

80.3%

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2018 Year End Tax Filing
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At the helm
continued from page 2

involved and help defeat TransitGrid, go to nomeadowlandspowerplant.com.
As 2019 drew to a close, we
pivoted from last year’s coalition victory against the proposed
“North Bergen Liberty” powerplant and set our sights on TransitGrid. Then as we knuckled up to
lead the opposition…
Along came 2020 and COVID changed everything. We
closed the office in March and
began working from our respective homes. Fortunately a lot of
our work can be done online, plus
equipment was stored and readily
available at our office. At least it
was until May 16. Honestly, if not
for the Hackensack, Maywood,
Teaneck and Ridgefield Park fire
departments, everything at 231
Main Street would have been lost.
It’s mid-July as I write these
words, and restorative work has
begun. It’s like the building was
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Our Christmas in July (and August, September, October....)
Wish: Usable office space!
Thanks to our late founding
President Margaret Utzinger, who
made sure we had proper insurance, we’re well-covered and
enjoying a good working relationship with our carrier. While there
are bound to be shortfalls, many
generous supporters have provided
“additional insuance” to help us
Capt. Bill holding a fire survivor,
rebuild, renovate and reopen our
our donation Dolphin.
building, hopefully by the end of
the year. We might even reopen in
time for our traditional – and legendary – Holiday Open House. To
be smart, we’re planning for the worst while hoping for the best.
But with your generous support, our best is yet to come!
a ship that took a rogue wave
and nearly capsized; she’s slowly
righting herself and coming back
to an even keel.
Meanwhile, our paddling centers are open and operating with
stringent protocols we created to
protect the health of paddlers and
staff alike. Eco-Cruises are operat-

ing at half-capacity to ensure safe
distancing for everyone aboard our
vessels. And our River Cleanup
program is slowly returning with
its own set of protective protocols
in place. It’s safe to join us at the
river again. See you there.

FISHING DERBY
Saturday, September 12, 2020
Register at: www.PiratesoftheHackensack.com
FRE
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Presented by:

The Fishing Promenade at Laurel Hill County Park, Secaucus
Prizes for the:

Biggest Fish, Most Fish, & more!

Catch and Release Fishing only.

All bait & tackle courtesy of our event partner: Hudson River Fishermen’s Association

Thank You to our Sponsors

Donald Nuckel and Company

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601-7304 • 201-968-0808 • HackensackRiverkeeper.org

Protecting the
Public’s Right to:
• Clean, Plentiful
Drinking Water
• Public Access to
Local Waters
• Open Space Preservation
• Wildlife and Habitat
Conservation
• Safe Boating, Swimming,
Paddling, Fishing

Please join us for our

Celebration
Clean Water

Wednesday, October 14, 2020
Cocktail Reception starts at 6:30PM

we will be honoring
Anthony Suarez

Boro of Ridgefield, Mayor
Excellence in Public Service Award

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of

E-Z Dock Unlimited

Rick Hibell and “Buddy” Walters
Corporate Environmental Stewardship Award

Florentine Gardens — 97 Rivervale Road — River Vale, NJ

For more information: Gala@HackensackRiverkeeper.org or call 201-968-0808

