
By Samantha Kreisler
It’s no secret that COVID-19 

changed life as we know it in more 
ways than one. Online communi-
cations were put at the forefront of 
daily life; Zoom became the meet-
ing norm, my kitchen a conference 
room, my cellphone my new office 
line, and my coworkers mostly 
floating heads on my screen. 

Since 2014, Samsung has been 
a friend, partner, and across-the-
creek neighbor of Hackensack 
Riverkeeper. Every year, hundreds 
of employees come out to help in 
our litter clean-up efforts for their 
Day of Service. Despite all the 
hurdles the past eighteen months 
threw in our path, nothing could 
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By Michele Langa
After years of hard work and 

advocacy, Governor Murphy and 
the New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (NJDEP) 
announced their official support 
for the US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) listing the 
entire lower Hackensack River on 
the National Priorities List (NPL, 
aka the Superfund List). Once 
approved by EPA, roughly twenty-
three miles of river will be placed 
on the NPL. For those unfamiliar, 
a Superfund site is categorized as 
one so polluted that it requires a 

long-term, concentrated response 
to remove hazardous contaminants.

We successfully petitioned 
EPA to consider listing our river in 
2015. EPA quickly accepted and 
what followed was a year-long 
study of the water and sediments, 
including multiple core samples 
taken from Van Buskirk Island in 
Oradell to the mouth of the river 
at Kearny Point. In January 2016, 
EPA announced its findings which 
determined that the Hackensack 
River met all criteria for listing on 
the NPL, and sent the findings to 
NJDEP for the State’s concurrence.  

What should have happened 
next was the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection concur-
ring with EPA and moving forward 
with the listing. Sadly, that piece 
of the puzzle did not fall into place 
because then-DEP Commissioner 
Bob Martin and then-Governor 
Chris Christie refused to concur 
with EPA’s findings. Fortunately, 

Captain Bill  
with NJDEP  
Commissioner 
Shawn LaTourette

Samsung Care Team intern, Devin 
Beamon, picked up trash in his local 
community in Texas.
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At the At the HHelmelm
Captain Bill SheehanCaptain Bill Sheehan

Ahoy to all of our support-
ers! I am sure you remember the 
misfortune that befell Hackensack 
Riverkeeper during the COVID 
lockdown. A fire devastated our 
headquarters, and we lost a tremen-
dous amount of equipment, supplies 
and much of our history. It truly 
felt that things were spiraling out of 
control. But our dedicated staff rose 
to every single challenge thrown at 
them and have continued to provide 
the community services on which 
this organization is built. But wait, 
there’s more. And it’s even better.

On July 23, I joined NJDEP 
Commissioner Sean LaTourette and 
Congressmen Bill Pascrell and Josh 
Gottheimer at Laurel Hill County 
Park to announce DEP’s concur-
rence with EPA to add the entire 
twenty-three miles of the lower 
Hackensack River on the National 
Priorities List (AKA Superfund). In 
January 2015 Hackensack River-
keeper petitioned the EPA to study 
the region and determine if the 
river qualified to be placed on the 
list. After an exhaustive study that 
proved beyond a doubt that the river 
did indeed qualify, EPA presented 
their findings to DEP for review and 
concurrence in late 2016.

Politics trumped science as then-
Governor Christie and DEP Com-
missioner Martin refused to concur 
with the EPA report (and its science) 
that clearly pointed toward listing 
the river. But politics wasn’t done as 
our nation was “Trumped” as well. 
Concerted efforts to cut EPA (and 
all administration and enforcement 

of environmental protections) off 
at the knees began on Day One and 
sadly did not stop until President 
Biden’s Inauguration. During those 
four years we knew damn well that 
nothing good for America’s environ-
ment would be coming out of D.C. 
and like so many of our colleagues 
in conservation, we kept our heads 
down.

Despite the unconscionable 
delay, the data collected during the 
Obama years remained usable. Now 
that the Murphy administration has 
expressed New Jersey’s unequivo-
cal support for listing the river, I 
look forward to working closely 
with state and federal agencies as 
the hard work begins. I doubt I’ll 
be around when the Hackensack is 
finally declared a fishable, swim-
mable and livable river but it will 
have been well worth it. 

In other great news our Board 
of Trustees voted unanimously to 
move forward with the sale of our 
wrecked building at 231 Main Street 
and acquire another larger build-
ing less than a block away at 206 
Main.  I am confident that this move 
will reset the future of Hackensack 
Riverkeeper and get us back on 
track to deliver to you a cleaner, 
healthier and much more accessible 
Hackensack River from its headwa-
ters in New City, NY to the head of 
Newark Bay at Kearny Point. 

Stay tuned for future updates on 
these important developments!
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administrations change. 
In his formal announcement, 

Commissioner Shawn LaTourette, 
current DEP commissioner said, 
“Designating the lower Hacken-
sack River as a federal Superfund 
site will provide the tools we 
need to remove decades of con-
tamination that have polluted river 
sediments and restore the natural 
resources that have been impaired 
for far too long.” We could not 
agree more and are eager for 
EPA’s response, so that the process 
to remedy the Hackensack River 
can begin in earnest.

Once the river is officially 
added to the NPL, an intricate 
EPA process of studying the river, 
creating cleanup action plans, and 
identifying and pursuing Potential-
ly Responsible Parties (PRPs) will 
begin. The last bit is how we in 
New Jersey make the polluters pay 
- even if what they did was a long 
time ago or was done by a previ-
ous incarnation of their company. 
Opening up the entirety of the 
lower Hackensack to the Super-
fund process allows EPA greater 
reach to approach more PRPs and 
legally pursue cooperation with 
the cleanup process. 

This significant decision marks 
the turning of the tide for the 
Hackensack River. If, as expected, 
the process finally begins, it will 
be the first time such a large 
stretch (23 miles to be exact) of a 
New Jersey river has been listed. 
Superfund listing means that the 
Hackensack is on the verge of be-
ing relieved of the burden of con-
tamination it has suffered under 
for more than a century. 

However, the downside of a 
cleanup effort this expansive is 
that it will take decades to see 

the result: a clean and healthy 
river. That is no reason to dismiss 
the importance of this decision, 
though, as the time is not spent in 
vain. The coming years will see 
intensive and detailed study of the 
river, its sediment, and its com-
munities by EPA’s scientists and 
engineers. Community groups, 
municipal leaders, and residents 
will be given multiple opportuni-
ties to weigh in on the results of 
studies, draft plans, and cleanup 
expectations. Every step of the 
process is designed to allow the 
cleanup to reach the most effective 
and complete end, a clean river.  

This cleanup will ultimately 
benefit people in more than twenty 
communities. One critical aspect of 
the Superfund process is commu-
nity involvement, a point we will 
emphasize by requesting the for-
mation of a Community Advisory 
Group (CAG) led by our organiza-
tion and other local advocates and 
community leaders. As experienced 
through more than a decade of 
involvement in the Passaic River 
CAG, community voices are the 
clearest and most critical to seeing 
the process benefit all involved 
to the greatest extent possible. 

The hopes and expectations of the 
communities who use the river 
and who want to enjoy the river 
more fully are the ones who should 
shape the cleanup and its goals, not 
the financial concerns of the PRPs, 
and a successful CAG ensures that 
balance.

What comes now is red tape, 
the official listing process can take 
several months or more for EPA. 
We’ve already waited this long, so 
that won’t stop us from celebrating 
the cleanup that’s coming our way 
and preparing for a day when the 
Hackensack River is fishable and 
swimmable from New York State 
down to the mouth of Newark Bay.  

To view the letter from Com-
missioner LaTourette requesting 
EPA Superfund listing for the 
Lower Hackensack River, visit
https://bit.ly/3jGiMex
For additional documents and 
information visit the DEP’s Lower 
Hackensack River website at 
https://bit.ly/2VBHlkC

For a video broadcast of the 
announcement event, visit  
https://bit.ly/3yzNCvT      

Superfund List 
Continued from page 1 “I promise you I will do ev-

erything in my power as your 
Riverkeeper to make sure we keep 
everybody on track and move for-
ward with this cleanup. I would like 
to see it become one of the most 
important Superfund cleanups ever 
undertaken by the USEPA and prove 
to all those naysayers out there 
that the Hackensack River is good 
and getting better.”  — Capt. Bill 
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stop Samsung Electronics from 
making an impact in their com-
munities.  

While trapped inside my 
apartment, I began to brainstorm 
on how we could transform our 
very in-person and very hands-
on cleanup event into something 
virtual. The program we created 
not only removed trash from our 
watershed and beyond, but also 
reached Samsung volunteers 
nationwide.  

We could think of no better 
way to combine forces than bring-
ing together modern technology 
and time-tested volunteerism. 
Using Samsung’s Mobile De-
vices, WebEx communications, 
and our extensive experience in 
trash removal, we devised a plan 
that would educate employees 
on our program with the goal of 
getting them outside and inspiring 
them to conduct cleanups in their 
local communities. And the plan 
worked. Twice.   

Jack Madden, University 
Relations, explained the process in 
planning the event, “This year our 
interns took part in an innovative 
Day of Service unlike anything 
our program has ever done. In 

our virtual world, one of the key 
challenges we face is class-wide 
engagement. With their short time 
with the organization, coupled 
with their busy schedules, it is 

difficult to get all of the interns 
together for every event. Our 
interns were sent clean-up equip-
ment and, over the course of one 
afternoon, picked up a collective 
950+ pounds of trash around their 
neighborhoods. In addition to the 
clean-up, they learned more about 
how important it is to maintain 
healthy waterways and the differ-
ent practices individuals can take 

to learn their carbon footprint.”
After sending gear to par-

ticipants across the country from 
Oklahoma to Tennessee, Califor-
nia and even all the way to Ha-
waii, our army of dedicated vol-
unteers was ready to get outside 
and get to work. Throughout three 
events, just over 150 volunteers 
picked up nearly 1,500 pounds of 
trash from watersheds all across 
America. And while that (almost) 
one ton of garbage didn’t make 
a big dent in our country’s litter 
problem, picking it up certainly 
made a great impact on those who 
stepped up - and stooped down - 
and got the job done.

Puja Patel, an intern on the 
Strategic Operations Team, com-
pleted her clean-up individually 
in downtown Columbus, Ohio. 
“It felt good to give back to the 
community that raised me. These 
are the things that are important 
to me,” said Puja. “I want the 
company I work for to be strong 
in communities both locally and 
globally.” Although she went 
solo for her service activities, she 
confirmed feeling connected de-
spite being miles apart. “We were 
keeping each other updated with 

Cleanup goes National 
Continued from page 1

Mobile B2B intern, Nicholas Tolas, 
cleaned up a popular trail in his com-
munity located in central California.

In Houston, Texas, Software Analysis 
Engineering intern, Lashani De Alwis, 
completed her clean-up individually at 
Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve in Texas. 

David Weaver cleaned up Cahoon 
Creek all the way in Cleveland, Ohio.

Lashani De Alwis David Weaver

Nicholas Tolas

“Samsung’s Intern Day 
of Service provided  
real-time, hands-on  
volunteering experi-
ence that added a lot of  
meaning to my overall 
summer internship.”
             — Lashani De Alwis

continued on page 5
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when and where we were going. 
Being able to share that experi-
ence was nice to have been a part 
of together, even though we are 
not in person.”

Devin Beamon, an intern on 
the Samsung Care Team, part-

nered with a friend outside of the 
Samsung organization interested 
in Biology and Environmental 
Science. In discussing his time, he 
explained, “It was eye-opening. 
When you think of going to pick 
up trash, you think of a wounded 

environment or going somewhere 
new to volunteer. In reality, if you 
walk outside and go into your  
local area, there is so much you 
can do.”   

Daniel Holt, Consumer Electronics 
intern, cleaned up the Loway Creek in 
Ames, Iowa. 

Nick Sangalis, Mobile B2B intern, and 
Nate Carey, Networks – Technological 
Solutions intern, partnered to clean up 
River Legacy in Arlington, TX. Nate 
said, “I felt inspired to give back to 
my community and make a substantial 
impact, along with my intern class.”

Caroline Tofflemire, Consumer Elec-
tronics – Retail Sales intern, set out on 
a solo clean-up in her community.

By Michele Langa
In the fall of 2020, amid the 

struggles of a worldwide pan-
demic, New Jersey’s twenty-one 
CSO permittees submitted their 
final Long Term Control Plans to 
the NJDEP. We added our con-
cerns, along with our colleagues 
in CSO reform, via comments to 
the NDJEP on the plans submit-
ted. They were lackluster, devoid 
of the sense of urgency due the 
CSO issue, but they were plans we 
could build on for the future.  

In the time since the plans 
were submitted, NJDEP has 
returned their own comments to 
each permittee. DEP’s responses 
were at times boilerplate, address-
ing global issues in each plan with 

the same language, and pointed 
where necessary. As we have long 
advocated, no two CSO communi-
ties are the same, and while each 
should address issues like climate 
change and incorporate green 
infrastructure (GI), not every 
community will be impacted by 
climate change directly (like our 
friends uphill in Fort Lee) or has 
the physical space for significant 
GI installations (hello, Gutten-
berg!). That’s where NJDEP’s 
approach to addressing each per-
mittee hits home and gets at each 
communities’ faults or failures 
within their respective LTCPs.

Ultimately, the big deal here, 
and why the back and forth 
between permittees and NJDEP 

matters to us, is that these LTCPs 
will form the basis of the next 
CSO permit, covering a five-year 
period. This is the best opportunity 
our CSO communities will have to 
correct the problems in the public 
participation process, strengthen 
the DEP’s responses to inefficient 
CSO controls, and push permittees 
harder for an end to CSOs sooner 
than later. 

We’re preparing comments in 
response to NJDEP’s letters and 
look forward to continuing our 
work on the CSO Permit Stake-
holder Committee at NJDEP. For 
more information on CSOs in NJ 
and ways you can get involved, 
visit https://sewagefreenj.org/.   

CSOs Reaching the End of an Era
Looking to improve upon a novel plan

Daniel Holt Caroline Tofflemire

continued from page 4

Nick Sangalis &Nate Carey
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By Hugh Carola & Samantha Kreisler

Despite COVID, Hackensack 
Riverkeeper started something 
new and important in 2020:  We 
joined the Interstate Environmen-
tal Commission’s Coordinated 
Volunteer Pathogen Monitoring 
Program, an ongoing effort that 
samples and tests water quality 
throughout the Hudson-Raritan 
Estuary. In 2020 we had a truncat-
ed 13-week season but this year, 
we’re in for a full 26-week run. 

What we do is fairly simple, 
but the results can be eye-opening. 
Using a YSI sonde device, we 
ascertain the water’s temperature, 
salinity, pH, conductivity and level 
of dissolved oxygen. We collect 
surface water samples and secure 
them on ice for transport to the 
IEC lab in Brooklyn where they 
are tested for fecal coliform and 
Enterococcus bacteria. We visit 
the five sites each week: Waterside 
Park in Ridgefield Park, River 
Barge Park in Carlstadt, Laurel Hill 
Park in Secaucus and Rutkowski 
and City Parks in Bayonne.

Sam, our outreach coordina-
tor, started the water quality blog 

last year so 
that people 
could eas-
ily interpret 
and share 
the data 
we collect. This year she trained 
our intern, Cassandra Harper, an 
incredible asset to this program, to 
update and maintain the blog.   

Earlier this year IEC Executive 
Director Evelyn Powers called 
Captain Hugh about a new sam-
pling project they were starting 
on behalf of the NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP). In addition to covering 
the current testing parameters, 
this project would also incor-
porate testing for turbidity and 
Chlorophyll. In addition, IEC now 
samples at mid-stream sites on the 
Hudson, Hackensack and Passaic 
rivers as well as Newark Bay. Ms. 
Powers and Captain Hugh came 
to an agreement on utilizing the 
Geraldine Theresa with Captain 
Bill at the helm for this new en-
deavor. Capt. Bill now takes IEC 
Field Tech Heather Miara and her 
interns out every Thursday. 

“Who or what is IEC,” you 
ask? The Interstate Environmental 
Commission predates the NJDEP.  
Their mission is to protect and 
enhance environmental quality 
through cooperation, regulation, 
coordination, and mutual dialogue 
between government and citizens 
in the Tri-State Region. Their fund-
ing comes mainly from the Clean 
Water Act and EPA as well as state 
agencies in NJ, NY and CT. IEC 
makes their resources available 
not only to officialdom, but also to 
academia and the nonprofit world 
as well. For more info about IEC, 
visit www.iec-nynjct.org. As for 
our data, we’ll publish a full 2021 
Season Report in the next issue of 
Tidelines.

All of us – staffers, Cassie and 
our dedicated volunteers – are glad 
to be participating in these two 
timely scientific endeavors. The 
numbers sometimes confound and 
confuse, but they never lie.   

Our 2021 Efforts E-x-p-a-n-d
Riverkeeper now working on additional 

protocols with IEC

Water Sampling and Monitoring Update:

Samantha and Captain Hugh taking readings from  
Newark Bay at Rutkowski Park. 
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SPOTLIGHT

Volunteer SUPERSTAR!
By Jodi Jamieson

Volunteers are the lifeblood 
of our organization. Without their 
passion and their enthusiastic mo-
tivation we would never accom-
plish all that we do.

We have thousands of support-
ers and hundreds of active vol-
unteers, and for years Bill Meier 
continues to be a SUPERSTAR! 
He has been involved in almost 
every aspect of our organiza-
tion from cleanups to computers, 
paddle events to education pro-
grams, water sampling to electron-
ic waivers. Sometimes masked by  
his quiet, reserved, and respectful 
manor is Bill’s amazing power to 
get things done so we wouldn’t be 
nearly as effective without him!

During the shutdown I met 
with Bill (via Zoom) to talk about 
his experience with Riverkeeper. 

Bill, when and how did you 
first hear about Hackensack 
Riverkeeper? “I don’t remember 
the exact year  when I first heard 
about Hackensack Riverkeeper but 
I remember the circumstance. It 
was the early 2000’s when a friend 

mentioned that his men’s group 
was going to be doing a clean up 
along the Hackensack River and 
asked if I wanted to join them.” 
The Riverkeeper cleanup was at 
Overpeck Creek back in the early 
days before it was converted into 
the beautiful county park that it is 
today. He enjoyed his first cleanup 
experience, found it satisfying to 
see the difference it made in the 
watershed and decided to do more.

Raised on a small chicken 
farm in Cedar Grove, NJ, Bill 
had a love for our planet and was 
no stranger to physical labor and 
cleaning up dirty places.  

When cleanup coordinator and 

office manger Lisa Ryan started 
our corporate cleanup program, 
Bill was the first person to steadily 
work alongside her helping to 
launch and  run that program. 

Bill was at a Riverkeeper Vol-
unteer Dinner, then held at Redd’s, 
where he first remembers meeting 
Lynn Kramer. After that event he, 
Lynn and Charlie Stelling became 
Lisa’s core group, helping her 
run all the corporate and public 
cleanups. 

Bill is an avid kayaker and his 
paddling knowledge was a bonus 
for the cleanup program. He has 
launched thousands of canoes and 
instructed numerous paddlers over 
the years. Introducing more people 
to the serious fun of cleaning up 
the river. 

Former and present Outreach 
Coordinators, Caitlin Doran and 
Samantha (Sam) Kreisler both 
admit that as newbies, Bill Meier 
actually trained them on how to 
run the Cleanup Program. Sam 
exclaimed, “I wouldn’t be any 
kind of OK without Bill helping 
me with this job!” 

One of Sam’s favorite ques-
tions for a volunteer is, “What is 
your favorite place to cleanup?” 
Bill  responded,  I have several 
favorite places for various reasons 
but I especially like when we find 
and remove a lot of tires. They 
can be a lot of work to remove 

“What is important 
to me is knowing the 
people, working with 
the people, having a  
community of people. 
That is what is most 
important to me.”  
                 —  Bill Meier 

Bill at Laurel Hill Cleanup with Out-
reach Coordinator, Samantha Kreisler.

continued on page 8

Bill (masked man on the right) and his buddy Michele Gillies hamming it up 
for the camera at a River Edge cleanup.
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from the river and are particularly 
rewarding. But more than the tires 
he enjoys the camaraderie of  like 
minded friends. 

Cleanups just the beginning 
After Riverkeeper set up it’s 

first Paddle Center in Laurel Hill 
Park he was an essential main-
stay on our Meadowlands and 
Moonlight paddle tours, acting 
as the sweep. I remember set-
ting up a large group paddle with 
the Bayonne Nature Club down 
in Newark Bay. It was a windy 
day, which can make it rough to 
paddle, and Bill was there helping 
paddlers launch and to keep an eye 

on the group. When he got out on 
the open water, whooping and hol-
lering, cutting through the waves, 
you knew he was in his element 
and really enjoying himself.

In addition to the numerous 
paddle events he helped us with, 
Bill also jumped in as a quick study 
to help teach middle school stu-
dents in our Urban Watershed Edu-
cation Program about water testing 
parameters.  And because he is so 
talented it doesn’t stop there.

Office Rescue
In the past couple years Bill has 

been a godsend in our office inner 
workings. Bill is a retired computer 
systems analyst, and his skill set has 
been heavily utilized, keeping our 

office running smoothly, especially 
now that we are working remotely.  
We are in communication with him 
almost every day. I have spent hours 
with him on the phone as he remote-
ly holds my hand while working 
through computer issues. In addi-
tion to keeping us all connected, his 
skills have helped us computerize 
our paddle centers and events.

Bill’s reserved and thoughtful 
personality is a calming factor es-
pecially with an office of passion-
ate advocates who want to fight 
the world’s polluters.

While Bill supports us here at 
Hackensack Riverkeeper—we are 
all supporters of Bill Meier and 
incredibly grateful and delighted 
to have him as a friend.  

SPOTLIGHT Superstar! 
Continued from page 7
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201-599-3000
www.freedombanknj.com

Freedom Bank proudly supports the 

Hackensack Riverkeeper 
as it works to provide environmental advocacy, 

education and conservative programs 
to the local community.

By Shira Oelsner 
We students were born into 

a world burdened with problems 
we did not cause. Nevertheless, 
we confront them as opportuni-
ties to advocate for the greater 
good. In particular, many hone 
in on preserving their local 

waterways through their appreciation for nature, the 
environment, and Earth in and of itself.

Despite the unswimmable waters that encircle 
us in the New York Metropolitan area—such as the 
Hackensack River— one can revel in the hidden 
waters that they discover. For instance, many high 
school students stumble upon Pine Meadow Lake, 
a destination that is reached following a three-hour 
hike through Harriman State Park. Throughout the 
hike, students soak up the sights and sounds of nature 
and wildlife, desiring to preserve them. According to 

The Journal News, while swimming isn’t permitted, 
the lake provides a breather during their adventure. 
With a rare sighting of swimmable water, there is 
quite a temptation to just dive in.. 

Many students do not even have to go as far as 
Pine Meadow Lake to venture through their water-
ways. Tenafly, New Jersey, known for its wooded 
wetlands, contains several streams that run through 
the entire town. Tenafly High School student Alex 
Yanowitz has one in her very own backyard. She 
finds it imperative to clean it in order to keep those 
streams filled with life, and she does so along with 
her family. “It’s important to educate kids on their 
local waterways so that they may have the opportu-
nity to impact their community in a positive way,” 
she said. While she continues to cherish her local 
waterways around Tenafly, Alex hopes to expand her 
love for the environment beyond her hometown, to 
urban rivers like the Hackensack and Hudson. “These 
two large rivers are filled with pollution and harm-
ful chemicals, which impact aquatic life,” she said. 
Alex aims to step outside of her own community and 
explore the waters that beckon. 

It’s exciting to imagine the extent that students 
go to preserve and connect with the waterways that 
make up their environment. Despite the pollution that 
affects these waters, the time we spend in or around 
them makes all the difference for all of them—the 
Hackenack included.  After all, we may not be near 
the ocean, but everything seemingly connects, creat-
ing one large ecosystem that my generation should 
hold dear.   

Student Looks Upon the World of Water—and Her Generation
Learning to care about the things that matter most

A Student’s Perspective

Shira running in Harriman State Park.
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By Tyler Tierney
Greetings once again, Tidelines 

readers! WMA-5 Ambassador 
Tyler here, hoping that everyone is 
having a safe and fantastic start to 
their summer. As my term comes 
to an end as your ambassador, I 
would like to share a few words on 
my development and appreciation 
for the role I took on this past year.

Back in August 2020, I made a 
personal decision to shift my life/
career around and apply for a posi-
tion as an AmeriCorps Watershed 
Ambassador. I had a straightfor-
ward goal in mind: contribute my 
time and efforts to making our 
watershed more viable for local 
wildlife and learn how to sustain 
our natural resources while educat-
ing others. I was naive, in a sense, 
to the gratifying scope that the title 
of ambassador would entail.   

My new role immediately 
propelled me into the world of 
conservation/sustainability. Each 
day, I was thrown into a unique 
situation serving the people of 
New Jersey for the greater good. I 
was overwhelmed at first, travel-
ing across our state collecting data 
and assisting various organizations 
alongside 19 other ambassadors. 
However, I continued to research, 

learn, and appreciate the natural 
world around me and took com-
plete advantage of my situation. 
Never in my life have I contributed 
this much towards helping make 
the world a better place, and I owe 
AmeriCorps, Hackensack River-
keeper, NJDEP, and my cohorts a 
huge thank you for enhancing my 
love of nature.

As ambassadors, we faced 
roadblocks and obstacles this term 
due to the pandemic. However, 
despite our situation, I must give 
credit to The New Jersey Water-
shed Ambassador Program for the 
perseverance we demonstrated 
throughout this year. Collectively, 
we adapted our projects that 
typically rely heavily on in-person 
interactions and tailored them to 
virtual platforms. As a result, I was 
fortunate enough to have enlight-
ened over 850 students on our 
local watershed, pollution issues/
prevention measures, and local 
wildlife through virtual tours of 
the Hackensack River. I was es-
pecially delighted at the feedback 
received. During each presenta-
tion, I encouraged my students to 
take a moment, observe the world 
around them, and note the often-
overlooked nature found within 

our unique urban watershed.
Growing up along the shore 

of Newark Bay, my friends and 
I could not mention the Hack-
ensack River without touching 
upon the Passaic. I refer to them 
as sister rivers that both faced a 
sad, neglected past. Therefore, it 
was my pleasure to team up with 
the WMA-4 Ambassador, Donna 
Climent, on many projects within 
both watersheds. She is an excel-
lent advocate for the Passaic River 
and a phenomenal educator. We 
both passionately stood up for our 
Rivers, emphasizing the remark-

    WMA 5 Ambassador Update

This Certainly Was the Year That Was…
My WMA-5 Ambassador Swan Song

5TH ANNUAL AUTUMN OUTDOOR CONFERENCE 

THE POWER OF CONNECTION OUTDOORS
Friday, September 24, 2021 at Duke Farms, Hillsborough, NJ
ANJEE presents a full day of programs for educators at Duke Farms, a model of environ-
mental connectivity and sustainability. The event will feature a wide variety of outdoor 
sessions designed to educate and inspire teachers and nonformal  
educators alike. All outdoors. Zero PowerPoint. Maximum inspiration. Join us!  

For info, including full conference schedule and registration link, go to: 
www.anjee.org/autumn-conference.html

For more information, visit 
www.ANJEE.org 

Alliance for New Jersey  
Environmental Education

Tyler showing off his fishing skills with 
a fresh caught Bluefish..
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able improvements made to their 
surrounding environments and wa-
ter quality over the recent years.  

Donna and I also had empathy 
for the students stuck at home 
each day, so we collaborated to 
create interactive educational vid-
eos over the winter. We put all our 
efforts into these films, doing our 
best to make the viewer feel they 
were right there with us learning. 
Our content included a road salt 
monitoring tutorial, introduction 
to watersheds, EnviroScape dem-
onstration, and Stream Assess-
ment training. We were pleased 
with the outcomes and did our due 
diligence to share them with as 
many people as possible. We also 
assisted with each other’s projects, 
including tree plantings in Pas-
saic and New Milford, cleanups in 
Bayonne, Jersey City, and North 
Arlington, and countless presenta-
tions to students, scouts, and orga-
nizations across both our WMAs.

I am beyond thankful for the 
opportunity to serve WMA-5 with 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, and 
words cannot express my ap-
preciation for the organization. I 
acquired a wealth of knowledge 
this term, and I promise to con-
tinue sharing this valuable infor-

mation throughout my day-to-day 
interactions. I will forever carry 
this year’s experiences in my heart 
and look back with a smile when 
I think back on my special year as 
your ambassador!

Farewell, Tyler

Tyler and Donna in  Passaic for the tree planting day.
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WSB 2021: Another Special Edition
The RiverCreepers – and our awesome support crew – do it again!

By Hugh M. Carola
As you may remember, New Jersey Audubon 

nearly cancelled last year’s World Series of Birding 
because of the pandemic. Instead, they put together 
a COVID-safe Special Edition which, just to make a 
bad year worse, featured some of the worst weather 
in WSB history. But past is past and a few weeks 
before this year’s outing on May 8, I said to my fel-
low ‘Creepers, “Yo, guys. This could be the year we 
finally score the magic mix of lingering winter birds 
and a big migrant fallout!”. Yeah, nah. Instead, we 
got many hours of drizzle and yet another chilly – but 
very good – day of birding. The 2021 WSB was also 
when fourteen months of pandemic-induced seden-
tary life caught up with me. 

Bottom line: we finished the day with a respect-
able 127 species. Our top highlights included listing 
Wilson’s Phalarope for the first time, Barn Owl after 
a years-long absence, and seeing Eastern Towhees 
once again all throughout our area. Of the “Big 
Three”, we listed sixteen warbler, sixteen waterfowl 
& twelve shorebird species. We also managed to find 
most, if not all, of the “usual suspects”. Was I tired 
and sore after seventeen hours in the field? Yes. Feel-
ing my age? Maybe. But I was happy, too.

Thanks to NJ Audubon’s WSB Leadership team 
headed up by Rene Buccinna and Lillian Armstrong, 
this year’s “Special Edition 2.0” once again enabled 
the event to take place and allow for safe practices. 
Ray Duffy and I covered the bulk of our watershed 
region from State Line Lookout in Alpine to Liberty 

State Park in Jersey City. My son Dan (who became 
a daddy again when little Aaron James Carola was 
born on August 2) hit habitats in the midsection of the 
region like Borg’s Woods in Hackensack and Losen 
Slote Park in Little Ferry. The three of us birded 
Meadowlands’ hotspots at different times.

As always, we’re most thankful to our Level One 
sponsor Shop Rite Supermarkets and their Envi-
ronmental Affairs Manager Suzanne Forbes. Extra 
special thanks are in order to Ray Cywinski at SUEZ 
Water NJ and Dr. Terry Doss at the NJSEA; who 
again secured for us access to three of the most pro-
ductive bird habitats in our region: Lake Tappan and 
Oradell Reservoir in the upper watershed; and Harrier 
Meadow in the Meadowlands. We were even able to 
scout Harrier the day before.

But it’s always our WSB team of supporters who 
deserve the bulk of our gratitude. Thanks to their 
generosity, our 2021 WSB was another five-figure 
success. People just like you stepped up for Hacken-
sack Riverkeeper at a time when we need it the most, 
reinvigorated our Utzinger-Vellekamp Scholarship, 
and showed just how much they care about the wild-
life of our watershed – and beyond.

And remember: In case you meant to make a 
WSB donation and forgot, don’t worry! Mike is 
keeping the books open. If you send a check, write 
“WSB” on the memo line. If donating online, type 
“WSB” in the box labeled “Your public posted com-
ment”. Either way, THANK YOU!      

top left: Captain Hugh 
top right: Ray Duffy

left: Harrier Meadows in 
the Meadowlands.
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Brant 
Canada Goose 
Mute Swan
Wood Duck 
Gadwall 
American Black Duck 
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail  
Green-winged Teal 
Lesser Scaup 
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck 
Wild Turkey 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Snowy Egret 
Green Heron 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Clapper Rail 
American Oystercatcher 
Killdeer

Semipalmated Plover 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs
Dunlin 
Least Sandpiper 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Wilson’s Phalarope* 
Laughing Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Least Tern
Common Tern 
Forster’s Tern 
Rock Pigeon 
Mourning Dove
Barn Owl ** 
Great Horned Owl  
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Peregrine Falcon 
Monk Parakeet 
Eastern Phoebe 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 

Blue-headed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay 
American Crow 
Fish Crow
Common Raven 
Northern Rough-winged   
Swallow 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
House Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Carolina Wren 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Veery 
Swainson’s Thrush 
Hermit Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Northern Mockingbird 
European Starling 
Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 

Common Yellowthroat 
American Redstart 
Northern Parula 
Magnolia Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Palm Warbler
Pine Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Chipping Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
Eastern Towhee 
Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Boat-tailed Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow

* 1st time Wilson’s Phalarope
 ** Welcome back Barn Owl!
16 waterfowl & warbler spp!

The 2021 RiverCreepers are:
Ray Duffy, Daniel Carola, 
Hugh Carola, team captain
Hackensack RIVERKEEPER 
Next WSB: May 14, 2022

OFFICIAL RESULTS Hackensack RiverCreepers: NJ Watershed Mgmt. Area 5  •  Tally: 127 species

NJ Audubon Society’s  
38th Annual World Series of Birding

May 8, 2021
   “The Special Edition II”                                OFFICIAL RESULTS

Barn owl

Wilson’s Phalarope
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By Hugh M. Carola
The year 1999 was significant 

for me. It was in July of that year 
that I was hired as Coordinator 
of the Hackensack Meadowlands 
Preservation Alliance and started 
my career as an environmental ad-
vocate & educator. That year also 
marked the first time I ever saw 
my name printed in a book – Birds 
of New Jersey, published by the 
New Jersey Audubon Society. The 
book was the result of the work 
done by hundreds of birders and 
naturalists to compile a Breeding 
Bird Atlas for the state.  

Earlier this year the Natural 
Resources Department of the NJ 
Sports & Exposition Authority be-
gan work on a Meadowlands Atlas. 
Working closely with the Bergen 
County Audubon Society, Dr. Terry 
Doss and her team brought together 
a large group of dedicated volun-
teers. For our part (and concur-
rently), Hackensack Riverkeeper 
has been assisting NJ Audubon 
with breeding bird surveys since 
May under the direction of our 
good friend Dr. Nellie Tsipoura, 
NJA Director of Citizen Science. In 
a perfect example of professional 
cooperation, Audubon’s data will 
be shared with the NJSEA. 

Between the high level of brain 
power and of hardcore birder pow-
er, I’m certain the final product will 
be an eye-opener in many ways. 
Stay tuned! Speaking of what open 
eyes have seen recently…
Bald Eagle – Here’s news: Five 
pairs of Bald Eagles nested within 
the lower Hackensack River 
Watershed this season. I’ll provide 
the fledgling tally in our next issue 
but for now, know that in addition 
to previously mentioned pairs in 

Bogota, Ridgefield Park. Kearny 
and Carlstadt, a new pair was 
discovered in Lyndhurst. At press 
time we were aware of only one 
active nest in the upper watershed 
– at Oradell Reservoir. 
Barn Owl – A pair was ID’ed in 
Lyndhurst on 4/30 after several 
years of not being seen in our wa-
tershed region due to what many 
of us believe is an over-reliance on 
rodenticides by many warehouses. 
Owls find the poison-addled rats 
easy pickings; only to die of the 
same poison. HEY, campus/plant 
managers! With owls, hawks and 
other predators in our area there’s 
no need for poisoned bait. 
Black Skimmer – Sadly, the spe-
cies is still in decline locally. Typi-
cally, only three skimmers were 
seen at any one time during spring 
and early summer, though eighteen 
were observed roosting on Ander-
son Marsh in Secaucus on 6/18.
Brown Booby – Amazingly, an-
other of these subtropical seabirds 
showed up in our area, this time 
at Maricante Jackson Millet Park, 
located on the Arthur Kill just off 
Newark Bay in Elizabeth on 5/27.
Clapper Rail – Common in our 
area, though seldom seen, some 
birders in Bayonne, NJ were 
treated to a very rare sight on 7/1: 
a hen and three chicks near Rich-
ard Rutkowski Park in the city’s 
northwest corner on Newark Bay.
Common Brown snake – Fairly 
common in the Meadowlands, one 
was found near the restrooms at 
River Barge Park on 7/14 – and 
safely picked up and placed in a 
much safer part of the park. 
Common Loon – What appeared 
to be a subadult was observed 

in the river just upstream of the 
Route 3 Bridge on 6/9. By all ac-
counts, it was hundreds of miles 
south from where the species is 
normally seen in June. 
Eastern Screech-owl – Often 
overlooked due to its small size and 
ability to blend in to its surround-
ings, one was discovered in a tree 
cavity at Poplar Woods Sanctuary 
in River Vale, NJ on 4/3.
Evening Grosbeak – When this 
rare (for NJ) species shows up, it’s 
almost always in the northwest 
corner along the Kittatinny Ridge. 
Nonetheless, on 5/3-4 one was 
seen along the hidden pond at Lin-
coln Park West in Jersey City.
Glossy Ibis – A pair was observed 
along Mill Creek in Secaucus, NJ 
on 4/3; and a single bird was noted 
at the Anderson Marsh on 5/24.
Great Horned Owl – The Se-
caucus nest produced a total of 
three fledglings this season, one 
of which was seen flying over the 
Eastern Brackish Marsh on 6/6.
Least Bittern – The smallest 
North American heron has been 
a confirmed Meadowlands nester 
for many years but is rarely seen. 
Still, Eco-Cruise participants 
were treated to the sight of one 
in the Sawmill Creek WMA in 
Lyndhurst on 6/12 and Mill Creek 
Marsh in Secaucus on 6/23.
Lesser Scaup – A couple of these 
diving ducks, more commonly 
seen in our area during winter, 
were seen several times in July. 
One was in the Sawmill WMA and 
the other in Newark Bay in the 
area of Rutkowski Park.
Osprey – The current tally of 
nesting Osprey in our region 

Hackensack WatersHed Field notes
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stands at a remarkable twenty-one 
pairs! Like the eagles, a compre-
hensive report will be included in 
my next column so stay tuned!
Peregrine Falcon – For the first 
time since she began breeding 
and raising chicks on the Route 3 
westbound bridge in east Ruth-
erford, NJ “Big Mama” failed to 
produce any in 2021. Successful 
nesting did occur on Laurel Hill 
in Secaucus and the Route 80 
bridge over the Hackensack River, 
with possible breeding pairs on 
the Pulaski Skyway and the NJ 
Turnpike Western Spur bridge neat 
the Vince Lombardi service area. 
At press time we were still waiting 
for info from the cliffs at Palisades 
Interstate Park.
Pine Warbler – On 4/16 one 
made a quick visit to a birdfeeder 
in a Maywood, NJ yard. Typical 
insect-eaters, some warblers will 
eat seeds when bugs are scarce, 
such as during spells of cool 
weather we had in mid-April.
Red fox – Once again foxes 
denned in the vicinity of River 
Barge Park in Carlstadt. Boaters 
leaving the area at twilight were 
often treated to the sight of an 
adult and as many as five kits. 
Red-headed Woodpecker – Dur-
ing the early spring, one of these 
large, strikingly-patterned birds 
was seen at various locations in 
Lincoln Park West; a testament to 
the great work done there to recre-
ate habitats with native trees and 
other plantings. 
Seaside Sparrow – It’s always a 
great day of birding when you find 
an uncommon sparrow – as some 
folks at DeKorte Park on 5/7.
Snow Goose – Talk about a “lin-

gering winter bird”, a single goose 
was seen by birders on 5/6 among 
a flock of Canada geese at Silver 
Lake in Park Ridge, NJ.
White-tailed deer – I shouldn’t be 
surprised by where deer show up 
nowadays, but I am; like the literal 
herd that ran past Ray Duffy and 
me in Harrier Meadow during the 
WSB, or the tracks in the marsh 
mud I saw at DeKorte on 6/5. 
Wood Duck – For the first time 
anyone can recall, “Woodies” 
have successfully nested in the 
Meadowlands – in Little Ferry 
near Mehrhof Pond. A male in 
eclipse plumage was observed in 
the river off Bogota on 6/12.

Thanks to our contributors 
and a tip o’ the naturalist’s hat 
to: Anonymous, Daniel Carola, 
Dorothy Carola, Terry Doss, Ray 
Duffy, Patricia Hilliard, Mark 
Kantrowitz, Jimmy Macaluso, 
Drew McQuade, Mike Ruscigno, 
Jim Scarcella, Mary Ellen Shaw, 
Bill Sheehan, Tyler Tierney, Don 
Torino and Ben Wurst. 

Postscript: At the risk of end-
ing this issue’s column on a down 
note, I must urge homeowners, 
landlords, groundskeepers, park 
managers and any person or group 
that has decision-making power 
over trees to PLEASE not cut 
down trees in spring through late 
summer. Sadly, that isn’t the case 

here in my neighborhood today. 
Same may be true in yours as well.

As I type these words, the last 
limbs of a healthy, 65-foot Sweet-
gum tree are being ground down 
in a wood-chipper as a chainsaw 
crew starts in on the now-bare 
trunk. I clearly understand that if a 
tree is dead, dying or diseased and 
a hazard to safety and property, 
it should come down. But far too 
often it’s all about convenience. 
“I’m tired or raking leaves” is a 
pretty lame excuse in my opinion. 
And a neighborhood loses alot 
when a good tree comes down 
simply because somebody consid-
ers it a problem. Too often, that 
“problem” is home for wildlife, 
especially in spring and summer.

True story: I used to work at a 
store that sold nature-related gear. 
One day I took a call from a wom-
an who casually told me that she’d 
had a tree taken down and now had 
four Pileated Woodpecker nestlings 
in a bucket and asked, “What do 
I do now?” Up until that point I 
hadn’t even seen a Pileated and 
here was this person on the other 
end of the line responding to my 
sputtering incredulity with, “Look, 
s**t happens. It’s no big deal so 
just tell me what to do, OK?” 

So please spare a thought for 
wildlife when you’re making 
landscape decisions. They don’t 
need much, just a little bit of time, 
because for them it IS a big deal. 
It’s literally life or death so if you 
must, please wait until late Sep-
tember when nests are empty.

And so we don’t end on a 
down note, the little woodpeckers 
DID survive.  Volunteers brought 
them to The Raptor Trust where 
they were raised and eventually 
released into the wild.  

Clapper Rail and chick
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Volunteer Corner  Volunteer Corner  

earth Day 2021earth Day 2021    

By Samantha Kreisler

March 20, 2021: Mill Creek Point Park, Secaucus, Arman Roy Foundation
We kicked off the 2021 cleanup season by working with the Arman Roy Foundation, a 
nonprofit established to honor Arman Roy, who died tragically at 15 years of age, and 
to fulfill his legacy of providing technology to children in need. 

April 17, 2021: Overpeck County Park, 
Conservation Coalition
A small but mighty group from the  
student-led Conservation Coalition  
removed a lot of trash from the watershed… 
including a mini fridge! 

Hackensack Riverkeeper Volunteers and Friends have been working incredibly hard 
during the 2021 season. Since March our trash-loving busy bees have removed over 
12,000 pounds of litter and debris. Thank you to all those special supporters for helping us 
cleanup our watershed including Samsung, Ralph Lauren, SodaStream, the Arman Roy Foundation, Verizon, 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen, PSEG, SUEZ Water New Jersey, Shiseido, JCREW, BMW, Conservation Coalition, 
Bergen County Clean Communities, Hudson County Improvement Authority and EarthShare.  

April 22, 2021: Laurel Hill County Park, Secaucus, SodaStream
 Our friends at SodaStream joined us for a windy Earth Day cleanup in the Mead-
owlands. Not only did we remove a lot of trash, but SodaStream gained a new 
employee, Bubbles, who was promptly put into uniform.  
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Alongside our buds from 
SUEZ Water NJ, we gave 
the northside of Oradell 
Reservoir a good 
cleaning! Thank you to 
Ray Cywinski and the 
rest of the SUEZ staff 
who helped weigh each 
bag for pound totals!

May 12-13, 2021: Leonia-Secaucus: Verizon
This past May marked our first time working with Verizon employees, but it 
certainly won’t be the last! During this two day back-to-back multiple location 
marathon of cleaning up we removed many large items, including a broken 
tent, car fender, and even a couch. 

April 22, 2021: Mill Creek Point Park, 
Secaucus, Town of Secaucus
What better way to celebrate Earth 
Day than with a double cleanup! We 
proved it was possible to be in two 
places at once, cleaning at Mill 
Creek Point Park in Secaucus as 
well. Not only did we partner with 
the Town of Secaucus to remove 

trash, but we also installed a Mal-
lard nesting box for our feathered 
friends! Thank you,  
Fred Nealon, for leading the charge. 
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earth Day 2021earth Day 2021  continued  

May 1, 2021: Oradell Reservoir, Harrington Park, SUEZ
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May 22, 2021: Secaucus, Boy Scouts
Boy Scouts really do know how to have fun… and cleanup! 

June 8, 2021: Woodcliff Lake, World Ocean Day
We had a great World Ocean Day celebrating with Wallenius Wilhelmsen from our own little 
“beach” on Woodcliff Lake. 

May 16, 2021: Ridgefield,  
Michele Gillies Birthday Cleanup
May 16 Ridgefield: 65 really is not 
just a speed limit anymore. It was 
the theme for this year’s birthday 
cleanup for super volunteer Michele 
Gillies. 80+ volunteers cleaned up 
Overpeck Creek near Bell Drive 
in Ridgefield. We filled an entire 
dumpster just for you Michele! 
Thank you to the New York Rowing 
Association, St. Peter’s Prep High 
School, and Bergen County Rowing 
Academy for all your 
help in making 
this cleanup 
run so 
smoothly 
and  
success-
fully!

May 15, 2021: River Edge, River Edge Environmental Commission
Folks from the River Edge Environmental Commission helped remove 
litter, tires, and even a basketball hoop from the water at Kenneth B. 
George Park. 
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June 17, 2021:  
Palisades Park,  
PSEG
PSEG employees 
are always hard 
at work, including 
at a Hackensack 
River Cleanup! 

June 19, 2021: Secaucus, Summer Solstice
A Hackensack Riverkeeper tradition—to celebrate the 
Summer Solstice… the official start of summer with 
a cleanup! We found everything we usually find, the 
kitchen sink!

June 28, 2021: Woodcliff Lake, BMW
June 28 Woodcliff Lake: BMW, in true form, pulled lots of garbage out of Woodcliff 
Lake Reservoir this summer, including  five different types of sports balls! 

June 27, 2021: Leonia, JCrew Cleanup
Welcome back to the JCrew-crew who came and helped us 
clean up Palisades Park side of Overpeck! 
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Thank You to our Sponsors

Donald Nuckel 
and Company

July 5, 2021: Ridgefield Park, Fourth of July Parade
Marching in this year’s parade on the 5th in Ridgefield 
Park was exciting!  
For the last 127 years Ridgefield 
Park has celebrated our coun-
try’s birthday, and it felt great 
to be back in 2021. We 
brought our new hydro bike 
and super volunteer Jen Ro-
manoff “peddled” her way 
through the parade!

July 16, 2021: Palisades Park, PSEG
PSEG couldn’t get enough and came back for another cleanup at Overpeck Park,  
for a “round two” of taking out the trash! Thanks, PSEG! 

July 24, 2021: Foschini Park, Hackensack
On a hot and breezy summer day, the Foschini Park cleanup this 
year was one for the books! Although the park looked clean at 
first, volunteers collected over 40 bags of trash.  
We found car parts, a chair, buckets, and much, much more! 
Thank you to all those who joined the fun.

July 7, 2021: Secaucus, Shiseido
We welcomed another new River 
Cleanup Partner this year, Shiseido!
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Introducing our 2021  
Utzinger-Vellekamp Scholar: Kathryn Resanovich

Our latest awardee hails from the land of the Hackensack’s headwaters

By Hugh M. Carola
Tidelines readers may recall that 

due to the pandemic and lockdowns 
initiated by the governors of New 
Jersey and New York last March, we 
made the tough decision to suspend 
our newly-renamed scholarship 
award. With schools scrambling with 
untried remote learning, cancelling 
proms & graduation ceremonies, and 
with just one application received, we 
felt it best to forego the award and try again this year.

In the best tradition of our scholarship, we 
received eleven outstanding applications, all of 
which were deserving of recognition. Of them, 
four ultimately stood out above the others and it 
was those four that had the review committee – me 
included – working overtime to decide the winner. 
Our efforts were rewarded when we selected Ms. 
Kathryn Resanovich of New City, NY – home to the 
headwaters of the Hackensack River – as our 2021 
Utzinger-Vellekamp Scholar.

Typical of all scholarship applications we re-

ceive, Kathryn’s HS transcript was 
pretty much four columns of A’s, 
which would make any parent very 
happy, as John and Mary must 
have been with every one of their 
daughter’s grade reports. 

The essay portion can often 
provide a good insight into the 
student’s mindset and Kathryn’s 
did just that. The fact that hers 
begins with, “I have always been 

interested in the environment…” as 
opposed to “I feel I deserve this award because…” 
spoke volumes right at the start. 

But it was the exhaustive list of work she’s done, 
volunteer hours she’s logged and outdoor certifica-
tions (including PADI Open Water and NAUI Ad-
vanced Open Water SCUBA dive certifications) she’s 
acquired that did it. She’s currently interning at the 
Greenburg Nature Center in Scarsdale, NY conduct-
ing environmental education programs and caring 
for many of the center’s animals. At the same time, 
Kathryn works at Rockland Farm Alliance’s Cropsey 
Community Farm, where she does pretty much every-
thing from after-school programs for 5–12-year-olds 
to training volunteers to care for the farm’s flock of 
chickens and herd of goats. 

Then there’s the list of environmental work she’s 
done – and continues to do. All are praise-worthy 
but this one is off the hook: every year since she was 
in first grade, Kathryn has participated in the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation’s Ameri-
can Eel Project at Minisceongo Creek, a tributary of 
the Hudson River. There, she and her parents (among 
other volunteers) carefully catch glass eels and elvers, 
count and weigh them, then release them upstream. 
And she has done this once a week during March, 
April, and May every year since she was 7 years old. 
I’m sure you’ll agree that she’s a winner for sure.

In August Kathryn will matriculate at SUNY’s 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry in 
Syracuse, NY where she plans to major in Environ-
mental Education and Interpretation. We’re certain 
she has a bright future ahead of her.

Please join us in honoring Kathryn Resanovich, 
of 2021 Utzinger-Vellekamp Scholar! 

Extraordinary Service from  
Extraordinary Realtors

Office: 201-881-7900   
Fax: 201-881-7917

www.VikkiHealey.com

25 West Pleasant Avenue, Maywood

Kathryn with Captain Hugh
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Outside and Hands-On During a Pandemic
Environmental education efforts offer lasting impressions

An Enviroscape is used to demonstrate 
how a watershed works.

A NJDEP Marine Biologist kicks off  our fishing 
day with a presentation about NJ’s fish.

Students observe the fish just 
before its dissection.

(far left) Students 
enjoy an opportunity 
to learn how to bait, 
cast, and fish. 

Two lucky anglers 
show off their catch. 
(left) a White perch 
and (right) a Blue 
crab.

By Jodi Jamieson
We pride ourselves on our Urban Watershed 

Education Program (UWEP) which we run for middle 
school students in various towns along our river. 
However, getting it up and running this year was a 
challenge to say the least. We administer our program 
through the schools which require approval from the 
towns’ superintendents and the Board of Education. 
We usually have a waiting list of schools interested to 
participate, but not this spring.

We contacted several schools in January about 
running UWEP and the responses varied. Most replies 
were a flat out NO, while others were a—Let’s wait 
and see. One teacher, in Carteret was excited to start 
the process, until her school was shuttered again due 
to a COVID outbreak. On our follow-up call I found 
out that she and her twin boys had all come down with 
COVID. So needless to say, another school dropped 
from our roster. Sign-ups proceeded in fits and starts, 
and finally, in late spring we had some schools eager 
and willing to allow their students to learn about their 
local water resources, outside along their river.

By late spring NJ’s COVID numbers were low, 
vaccines were in full swing, and the governor was 

easing mask requirements. I think these factors along 
with our safety protocols allowed principals and su-
perintendents to feel more comfortable about letting 
their students participate in our 21 year old program. 
This year we were able to run several programs with 
the fifth and sixth graders of West New York’s Roos-
evelt School and Ridgefield Park’s Grant School. And 
we still have one more program with the Secaucus 
Environmental Camp later this month. 

UWEP takes place over three or four days and 
includes an EcoCruise, a day of fishing with a marine 
biologist, and hands-on water testing with chemistry 
kits. All the activities and presentations are designed 
to help students understand how their water resources 
work within natural systems, as well as their commu-
nities’ man-made systems. We strive to help students 
learn and experience, in a visceral way, the intercon-
nection between themselves and the natural world.

We are so grateful to the superintendents, teach-
ers, and students that took the plunge and joined our 
program this year. The students were happy and eager 
to participate —learning with their hands, hearts, and 
minds out in the fresh air. We believe that these expe-
riences will stay with them for a lifetime.     
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Cassandra Harper is a rising 
senior at the University of New 
Hampshire, where she is majoring 
in Environmental Conservation 
and Sustainability. A native of 
Westwood, NJ, Cassie is serving 
as our Science Intern and working 
closely with Captain Hugh on our 
IEC Water Monitoring program. 

Riverkeeper’s mission aligns with her passion for our 
environment and making the earth a better place for all 
living things. What Cassie likes best about  our water-
shed are the birds and the trees that live around the water. 
She recently took a Dendrology class and tends to favor 
wetland trees, and loves recognizing specific trees during 
water testing and river cleanups. Her birding skills are not 
quite as good, but Captain Hugh is an expert at identify-
ing the birds they see while in the field. Cassandra is now 
a quick study on IDing a bird when she sees it. 

Be a Friend of  
Hackensack Riverkeeper

Your help is urgently needed.  Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates 
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as 
yourself.  Please show your support for environmental health and 
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a 
donation today.  HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________ 
_____$250   _____$100   _____$50   _____$35    $_______ (other)
_____Amex            _____Visa           _____MC         _____Discover    
Card #__________________________________ V code_________

Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.

Make checks payable to: 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, 231 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601

or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/donate.html to donate online.

TL821

Meet Riverkeeper’s Summer Interns
Evan Leili is a rising senior at 
Pascack Valley High School. His 
favorite thing about Hackensack 
Riverkeeper is the atmosphere 
created during our cleanups. And 
he enjoys meeting like-minded 
people who share the his aspira-
tion for taking care of the envi-
ronment. Evan also likes collect-
ing vinyl records.

Jake Huber is a finance 
major and  incoming sopho-
more at Bergen Tech Teter-
boro. His passion is anything 
outdoors. He loves to kayak 
and fish on the river. And 
when he is not outdoors you 
will find him playing guitar.

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO

Management & General Expenses

Fund Raising

Programs, Services, Outreach

Programs, 
Services,  
Outreach         
83.7%

Fund  
Raising          
9.0%

Management & General Expenses
7.3% 

Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we 
provide award winning Education 
Programs, interesting Eco-Cruises, 
community enhancing Cleanup 
Programs and recreational paddling 
opportunities that bring 10,000+  
people to our river and watershed 
every year. Our dedicated staff and 
volunteers are proud of the positive 
changes we see as a result of years 
of hard work. Come see the results for 
yourself. Be part of this evolution.    

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2019 Year End Tax Filing
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Protecting the  
Public’s Right to:
• Clean, Plentiful  

Drinking Water
• Public Access to  

Local Waters
• Open Space Preservation
• Wildlife and Habitat  

Conservation
• Safe Boating, Swimming, 

Paddling, Fishing

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®

Member of 

Hackensackriverkeeper©

Sam Pessar
State Retail              

Florentine Gardens  • 97 Rivervale Road •  River Vale, NJ 
For more information: Gala@HackensackRiverkeeper.org  or call 201-968-0808

Tuesday, October 12, 2021
Cocktail Reception starts at 6:30PM 

we will be honoring 
David &  Judith Maron
DL Maron, Architect, PC              

Kevin Boswell
Boswell Engineering&

Please join                                     to Celebrate

with the Corporate Environmental Stewardship Award

and 

into the Captain Circle in Perpetuity


