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Turning the Tide on Flood Risks

Murphy Administration Invests $50M in ‘Blue Acres’ Buyouts,
Focuses on Storm Infrastructure Strategies to Protect N.J. Communities, Economies
By Shawn M. LaTourette, Com-

missioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

One of the most important
responsibilities of the N.J. Department of Environmental Protection
is safeguarding our communities
and our neighbors from flood risks.
We saw those risks most
acutely when the remnants of
Tropical Storm Ida swept through
New Jersey last fall. And the truth
is that New Jersey is seeing more

intense precipitation than it ever
has because of climate change.
Since 1999, New Jersey has experienced an escalation in heightened precipitation between 2 and
10 percent, depending on where in
the state you are. And as we project
forward in the decades to come,
the increase will grow from 20 to
50 percent more. We must help
communities get ahead of the next
storm. These communities are tired
of recovering from storms, so it is

time we help each other become
more resilient.
That’s why Governor Murphy
in May announced a new approach to flood protection in New
Jersey – because there is no one
silver bullet that’s going to protect
every community from increasing
risks of climate change and storms
like Ida. Recognizing the need for
a comprehensive approach, the
Murphy Administration is investing
Continued on page 2

Hackensack River Turns 25!
Celebrate with us as we build on twenty-five strong years.
By Captain Bill Sheehan
Twenty-five years ago, the Hackensack River was
known as one of America’s most polluted waterbodies – by the few people who even knew it existed.
But it was MY river; the place where I could go
fishing aboard the Queen Mary E after an aggravating
shift driving my cab. I suppose that’s why I founded
Hackensack Riverkeeper, and what keeps me going
at an age when many, if not most people, would have
retired. It’s personal. Damn personal.
The story’s been told many times before and in
many ways – including in this very column – but I
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Hurricane Ida-- flooding in Cranford, NJ

in a network of solutions that will
ensure the resilience of our communities and economies in the face of
a changing climate, including:
Flood Resilience Infrastructure. Working with the Army
Corps of Engineers, the Murphy
Administration is helping to facilitate new federal investments of
more than $1 billion in the study,
design and construction of hard
infrastructure projects in some of
New Jersey’s most flood-prone
watersheds. And, the Fiscal Year
2023 budget includes more than
$60 million for continued investments in shore protection and flood
control projects.
Resilience Planning and
Buyouts. The Blue Acres Buyout
Program will get families out of
harm’s way while creating more
storage for increasing flood waters,
which can have dual benefits for
communities as new parklands
or open space. Buyouts also will
be offered on a continuous basis
through coordinated efforts between state agencies, local municipalities and homeowners.
Modernizing Flood Hazard Standards. Under Governor
Murphy’s Executive Order 100,
the Administration is working to

ensure that new investments in
buildings and infrastructure will
stand the test of time and a changing climate by modernizing the
state’s flood hazard rules.
Improving Stormwater Management. The Murphy Administration is investing in right-sizing the
state’s stormwater infrastructure to
ensure it can handle bigger storms
of today and tomorrow, including
through the Water Infrastructure
Investment Plan, and a new $10
million grant that will encourage
and assist communities interested
in taking the first steps in forming
a stormwater utility, building green
infrastructure, enhancing existing
infrastructure and restoring riparian areas.
These initiatives build on the
tools that DEP has been hard at
work providing to local leaders
interested in advancing their communities’ resilience, including:
• Resilient NJ: Local Planning for
Climate Change Toolkit, which
provides valuable resources for
developing community-specific,
science-based strategies and
actions that will protect homes,
businesses, critical infrastructure
and natural resources.
Continued on page 3
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Ida-- Flooding in Cranford, NJ

• Clean Stormwater and Flood
Reduction Act Guidance, which
provides support for communities that wish to establish stormwater utilities capable of generating investment necessary to
enhance and deploy infrastructure intended to reduce flood risk
and improve water quality.
• Watershed Planning and Restoration Grants, which aid local
governments and other organizations in improving the management and restoration of watersheds impaired by the non-point
source pollution associated with
runoff from development areas
that similarly increases flood
risk potential.
Tapping into this network
of actions, we – together – will
promote public safety and the
long-term well-being of every N.J.
community.
FLOOD ZONE BUYOUTS
New Jersey’s Blue Acres
program is a nationally recognized
example of an established and forward-thinking buyout program. It
allows homeowners to sell flooddamaged or flood-prone homes at
a market rate to the state. In turn,

Ida-- flooding in Lambertville 2021

the program then demolishes the
home and the land is preserved for
open space, recreational purposes,
or for permanently preserved
wetlands to avoid the cycle of
flood damage-rebuild-repair that
has become all too routine in the
state’s worst flood zones.
Since its inception in 1995, the
program has completed closings
on nearly 800 homes, moving
those families out of harm’s way
to create open spaces that can act
as buffers to flooding.
Now, Blue Acres is prioritizing
homes that are uninhabitable because they were either destroyed
or severely damaged by Ida. The
Governor’s Disaster Recovery
Office, the New Jersey Office of
Emergency Management, DEP
and the Department of Community Affairs are working jointly
to identify homes that fit these
criteria, and to work with local
municipalities and homeowners to
bring about buyouts.
Helping families relocate
and turning these properties into
open space will allow more flood
waters to be absorbed or diverted.
This will aid in the effort to avoid
the kinds of catastrophic losses
wrought by Ida.

RESILIENT REALITY
The Murphy Administration is
steadfast in its support of local
governments seeking to build their
resilience and adapt to the realities
of a changing climate. Through
climate resilience planning and
supportive regulatory reform,
DEP is helping local governments
to face this challenge and stands
ready to provide financial support for climate resilience projects
through its Blue Acres, Water
Bank and Watershed Restoration
programs, among others.
For New Jersey communities
and local government leaders to
meaningfully reduce and respond
to climate change, we must focus
on the long-term growth and
protection of our communities.
We must commit ourselves to
actions and investments that will
take time to show their benefits
– just as a warming climate took
time to show us its fury. We must
acknowledge that it may not be
possible to measure our success in
the next budget or on next ballot.
We must have confidence that
our success will be measured in the
safety, security and resilience we
leave our children and the communities they inherit.
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US Supreme Court Moves to Limit EPA’s Reach
West Virginia v. EPA takes a conservative turn on carbon emissions regulations oversight
By Giselle Omar
On June 30, 2022, in the West Virginia v. Environmental Protection Agency decision, the Supreme
Court ruled that the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) had overstepped its authority under the Clean
Air Act when it created a plan requiring power plants
to begin shifting from fossil fuels to renewable energy. The Court reasoned that EPA’s efforts to curb
emissions from power plants is a “major question”
that Congress did not give EPA the authority to address. Thus, the EPA can only make sweeping changes to the nation’s power sector with explicit approval
from Congress.
However, the Court neThe problem
glected to clarify what might
with this
trigger the so-called major
anti-regulatory
questions doctrine so the burgeoning case law will likely
stance
focus on defining the boundis the
aries of what is and what is
responsibility
not a major question. Thus,
in the aftermath of the West
it places upon
Virginia decision, we can exthe states...
pect to see a lot of additional
litigation as people currently
challenging an agency action will likely throw in a
major questions doctrine claim in their lawsuits.
More importantly, the West Virginia decision’s
imposed limits on the EPA’s ability to regulate carbon
emissions that could have far-reaching consequences
and effectively curb President Biden’s ambitious
plans to combat air and water pollution. In its fall
term beginning in October, the Supreme Court will
take up a challenge to the Clean Water Act that could
narrow the law’s reach in ways long sought by businesses and developers. In the case, Sackett v. EPA, the
Court could also find that the EPA overstepped its authority when regulating the nation’s navigable waters,
despite a lack of clear guidance from Congress.
In Sackett, the justices will revisit the court’s
ruling in Rapanos v. United States, which ultimately
failed to reach a clear conclusion on what approach
is best to define government jurisdiction. In Rapanos,
Justices Antonin Scalia and Kennedy presented two
vastly different definition of “waters of the United
States” (WOTUS). In a plurality opinion, Scalia defined WOTUS as only relatively permanent waters. In

contrast, Justice Kennedy’s standalone opinion held
that wetlands and small waterways should be federally protected if they have a “significant nexus” to an
actual navigable waterway, meaning there must be a
surface, chemical or biological connection.
Notably, Kennedy’s position is the prevailing
legal stance on wetland regulation by both circuit
courts and the George W. Bush and Obama administrations. Yet, in light of the West Virginia decision, legal experts largely agree the court will adopt Scalia’s
view of the Clean Water Act. As the Court ruled in
West Virginia pertaining to the Clean Air Act, in Sackett, the Court is likely to rule the EPA overstepped its
authority under the Clean Water Act when it applied
Kennedy’s “significant nexus” definition of WOTUS
over Scalia’s limited definition.
The Court’s predicted adoption of Scalia’s definition of WOTUS is indicative of the current string
of Supreme Court decisions that cut back on federal
agency’s regulatory power. The problem with this
anti-regulatory stance is the responsibility it places
upon the states may be counterproductive as many
state departments are understaffed, cash-strapped,
and unlikely to regulate interconnected wetlands and
tributaries. While some states may have their own
rules to protect wetlands and waterways no longer
covered by the Clean Water Act, many do not. Some
state regulators have even been prohibited by their
legislatures from enforcing standards that are stricter
than the federal government’s standards.
Ultimately, the Sackett decision’s outcome could
determine whether the fight over U.S. environmental policy will shift decisively to the states. In that
event, some states will weaken protections as others
continue to pursue strict limits on greenhouse gas
emissions and other forms of pollution. This shift
would lead to vastly different results in water quality
in different states and potentially irreversible damage to the U.S.’s aquatic ecosystems and resources.
Therefore, a vast portion of environmental policy
hinges upon the Sackett decision, and unfortunately,
the Court’s latest decision hints at a less than favorable outcome for the future of federal
water quality regulations.
Giselle Omar is a student at Brooklyn Law
School and currently interning for Hackensack Riverkeeper and NY/NJ Baykeeper.
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Anticipated 2022 Updates to
NJ Surface Water Quality Standards (N.J.A.C. 7:9B)
NJ brings its surface water quality standards up to meet emerging contaminants
By Jonathan Doolittle
In June 2022 the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), Division of Water
Monitoring (DWM), and Bureau of Environmental
Analysis (BEA) hosted a stakeholder meeting to review anticipated amendments to New Jersey surface
water quality standards. Several potential changes
were announced including: a new rounding policy
implemented to increase consistency in upcoming
rulemakings, the revision and/or addition of fresh
and saline water criteria for 94 toxic substances, and
new fresh water criteria for PFNA, PFOA, PFOS and
1,4-dioxane for drinking water exposure. Hackensack
Riverkeeper anticipates providing a full public comment to the DEP on these proposed changes. A summary of the proposed changes can be found below.
The first major change is the implementation
of a new rounding policy to reduce inconsistencies
between upcoming Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
rules, Ground Water Quality Standards (GWQS),
Surface Water Quality Standards (SWQS), and Site
Remediation Program (SRP) rules. The new rounding
policy is based on a standard industry rounding policy
called the “five even” rule. If the digit 5 is dropped,
then the preceding digit is increased if it is an odd
number or kept the same if it is an even number. (For
example: 2.35 is rounded to 2.4 and 2.25 is rounded
to 2.2.)
If DEP’s new significant figures and rounding
policy results in a criterion calculated to be higher or
“less stringent” than EPA’s 304(a) recommended criteria, then DEP will use EPA’s recommended criterion. This change is intended to decrease inconsistency
in different New Jersey water quality standards. One
area of continued observation for Riverkeeper is to
ensure that this new standard is applied consistently
during planned updates of the SDWA, GWQS, and
SRP rules.
The second major change is the revision or addition of fresh and saline water criteria for 94 toxic
substances. It is the policy of both the federal and
state governments, through the federal Clean Water
Act and New Jersey Surface Water Quality Standards,
to ensure that toxic substances are not present at levels that are dangerous to humans or at levels that ac-

cumulate in aquatic life so as to render them unfit for
human consumption. Accordingly, the DEP periodically issues updated surface water quality standards to
reflect our ever-evolving understanding of potentially
harmful substances. Substances that are carcinogenic,
mutagenic, cause developmental malformations, or
other adverse health effects are assigned water quality criteria based on health effects studies relevant to
human exposure. Unique criteria are established for
both fresh and saline waters. A total of 94 toxic substances are included in this anticipated update.
In fresh water 88 substances will have revised
criteria and brand-new criteria for 6 substances will
be included. 73 of these substances will have criteria
that are more stringent than the previous SWQS,
13 will be less stringent,
Potential changes
and 2 will not change.
57 of the freshwater criteto New Jersey’s
ria are aligned with EPA
Surface Water
recommendations,
Quality Standards
27 criteria are more stringent than EPA recommeninclude the
dations, and 10 are less
addition of
stringent.
fresh water
In saline water
87 substances will have
criteria for PFAS
revised criteria and brandfor drinking water.
new criteria for 7 substances will be included.
67 of these substances will have criteria that are more
stringent than the previous SWQS, 19 will be less
stringent and 1 will not change. 57 of the fresh water
criteria are aligned with EPA recommendations, 29
criteria are more stringent than EPA recommendations, and 8 are less stringent.
For substances with proposed criteria lower than
the EPA recommendation (approximately 10/13), the
substances were calculated using a more recent cancer
slope factor (an upper bound, approximating a 95%
confidence limit, on the increased risk from a lifetime
exposure) that was not available to the EPA when they
initially provided their recommended criteria in 2015.
The third major change is the most potentially
significant and important. In the proposed SWQS update new freshwater criteria will be added for PFNA,
Continued on page 6
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NJ Surface Water Quality
Continued from page 5

PFOA, PFOS, and 1,4-dioxane in drinking water.
This is a critically important update to the SWQS as
these substances have been detected in New Jersey
waterbodies by the NJDEP Bureau of Freshwater and
Biological Monitoring.
PFNA, PFOA, and PFOS are all perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substances (known more commonly
as PFAS). PFAS molecules are made up of a chain of
linked carbon and fluorine atoms. Because the carbon-fluorine bond is extremely strong, these chemicals do not substantially degrade over time. In fact,
it can be extremely difficult to accurately estimate an
environmental half-life for PFAS substances, which
is the amount of time it takes 50% of the chemical
to disappear. There is evidence for multiple human
health effects from low exposures, but research is
still being done on the effects of PFAS on the human
body. PFAS substances build up in the body over
time and drinking water is a major potential exposure
source. The new SWQS for these compounds are

based on animal toxicology data, as this is a stilldeveloping area of monitoring and study. Similarly,
1,4-dioxane is a potentially carcinogenic compound
that is water soluble and stable in water. Drinking water is the primary exposure pathway of concern from
1,4-Dioxane and the new standard is intended to limit
its introduction into fresh water.
In summary, several potential changes to New
Jersey’s Surface Water Quality Standards were announced in June 2022 including: a new rounding
policy intended to increase consistency in upcoming
rulemakings, the revision and/or addition of fresh
and saline water criteria for 94 toxic substances, and
the addition of new fresh water criteria for PFNA,
PFOA, PFOS and 1,4-dioxane for drinking water
exposure.
Jonathan Doolittle is a law student at
Brooklyn Law School. Working with Baykeeper this summer has been a highlight of
law school,. In his free time Jonathan enjoys hiking with his dog Scotty and taking
care of his extensive houseplant collection.

Science Updates

American Eel Study & Water Quality Monitoring

We continue adding to the regional Water Quality Management database and learn more about eels.
By Hugh Carola
American Eel Study: Since I
don’t have a science background
(my undergraduate degree being
in Political Science), I sometimes
need reminding that the answers
we seek are not always the ones
we expect or hope to get. Such
was the case with our participation in the NY-NJ Harbor Estuary
Program’s American eel research
project. You can review the specifics on page 6 of the Spring 2022
issue of Tidelines but suffice it to
say that I received my New Jersey
Deptartment of Environmental
Protection Scientific Collection permit and deployed the eel
mop I’d assembled just above
the river’s Head of Tide at Van
Buskirk Island (VBI) in Oradell,

NJ. Every Thursday from May
5 through June 30 (the permit’s
expiration date) I hauled and
checked the mop expecting (hoping?) to shake out the “glass eels”
sheltering within it. But that’s not
what happened.
My thought was that some of
the 3 to 4-inch-long migrating eels
– which we know are in the lower
river – would be able to wriggle
their way up and over at least one
of the weirs at Van Buskirk and
into the river’s nontidal freshwater. Once there they would seek
safety in the teased-out fibers of
the eel mop, where I would find,
count and release them back into
the river. While I haven’t yet written my final project report (the
angler outreach is still ongoing),

I can state that no American eels
of any size were discovered in the
river off Van Buskirk Island.
I’m reminded of something I
learned in Sunday school a very
long time ago: sometimes the
answer to a prayer is “No”. I suppose that something true in religion can be just as true in science.
Who knew?
In the Fall/Winter issue we’ll
publish an abstract of my final
report, which will include a date
on adult eels caught and released
by anglers at four popular fishing
sites along the lower river. Speaking of that stretch…
Water Quality Monitoring and
Sampling: This spring we began
our third season with Interstate
Continued on page 7
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Eel Study & Water Quality
Continued from page 6

Environmental Commission’s
(IEC) Volunteer Pathogen Monitoring program taking reading and
water samples at three Hackensack River locations (Ridgefield
Park, Carlstadt, and Secaucus) and
two on Newark Bay in Bayonne
every Thursday. Under the direction of Program Coordinator
Samantha Wilder, who took over
from Jessica Bonamusa who
now works for NYC Parks, we
received updated refresher training and got started on June 2. In
addition to myself, my coworkers
Jodi Jamieson and Tyler Tierney,
Trustee Susan Golden and Watershed Ambassador Carissa Herb
were trained as program Leads.
Volunteer Bill Getreuer has been
a great help, especially during the
very busy month of June – MANY
thanks for his time and assistance!
You can review each week’s
data – including the lab reports

Page 7

on Fecal coliform and Enterococcus bacteria – from each site on
our blog, which Tyler maintains:
https://water-quality-on-the-hack.
constantcontactsites.com/. Our
data – and those from other waterbodies sampled by IEC-let teams
– is also shared with the Citizens’
Water Quality Testing Program,
which is overseen by our buddy
Rob Buchanan and his colleagues
at the NYC-based Billion Oyster Project. You can get a nearcomplete picture of the health of
our local waterways by checking
out their blog at: www.billionoysterproject.org/blog. Both sites are
real eye-openers.
We’re also engaged in our second season working with IEC to
conduct monitoring and sampling
for NJDEP’s biennial Water Quality Assessment. Data collected by
Environmental Analyst Stephen
Biazo and his team will help the
state agency update the list of
federally-designated Impaired Wa-

Above (l) An eel mop is deployed at VBI in
Oradell.
Above (r) Hugh is shaking down the mop to
capture any elvers sheltering in the eel mop.
(r) Measuring sticks and signs urging anglers
to report the length of any eels caught for this
study are posted at key fishing locations.

ters. Also on Thursdays, Captain
Bill takes them and their equipment out on the river aboard the
Geraldine Theresa to five mid-river locations where the team takes
readings and collects samples.
Thanks to IEC Executive Director
Evelyn Powers for offering us the
opportunity to participate in yet
another important research project.
As I wrote at the beginning,
the answers we get aren’t necessarily what we hope for but are
too often what we expect. For
instance, once again the waters
off River Barge Park in Carlstadt
consistently show unexpectedly
high levels of pathogens, including results from June 16 that
showed the number of coliform
colony-forming units (CFUs) and
TNTC – which stands for “Too
Numerous to Count”. We have
begun an additional look into the
possible causes of this anomaly.
Both teams are also finding unexpectedly low levels of dissolved
oxygen (DO), particularly in – but
not limited to – the upper Meadowlands area. Turbidity is also
high with readings often showing
no more than one foot of visibility.
There was a die-off of Menhaden in the river around Hackensack and Ridgefield Park on
June 18 – just two days after the
sampling which provided very
bad numbers. Fortunately, the loss
appears to have been limited to
that area of the river where DO
was lowest; plus, the species being
more at home in the ocean, it was
the most susceptible to hypoxia.
Still, the incident was yet another
alarm call for all of us who care
about the future of the river and
the species that depend on it –
including our own.
More to come…
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Give a Person a Fish and You’ve Fed Them a Meal
Teach a person to fish and you helped create a lifetime of learning,
amazing experiences, and an engaged river steward

By Jodi Jamieson
I remember the first time I
caught a fish. It was in a skiff on
the Tennessee River. I was with
my friends Anne, Jo, and their
dad, Dr. Cooper. Everyone was
catching fish except me. When
you’re nine years old it doesn’t
take long before boredom creeps
in and the internal voice starts to
question, “How much longer are
we going to be out here?” Luckily, just as we were about to pull
up anchor, I hooked my first fish.
That little Sunny changed my
whole attitude. I was so proud and
excited… and more than that, the
experience of knowing what it actually felt like to catch a fish was
ingrained in me forever.
Fishing is a great learning
experience, much more than just
dropping a line in the water. It is a
wonderful way to get kids interested in their natural world. And it
also offers opportunities to learn
other life skills as well. Fishing is
an endeavor that brings us into contact with nature and the creatures
we share our aquatic resources
with. It opens the door to exploration, inquiry, and investigation of
our environment. And it allows us
to gain knowledge in a far more
visceral way than in a classroom.
At Hackensack Riverkeeper
we are all about educating folks
about their watershed because we
know that the more you understand about your estuary the
more you’ll care for it. As a child,
learning about point and nonpoint
source pollution might not be the
most compelling subject, especially from the vantage point of a
classroom desk. However, it does

become a much more interesting
and engaging subject when this
knowledge is obtained outdoors
(by a river), and while learning a
new skill (fishing). Learning out in
the field makes information much
more tangible and relevant.
Fishing graces us with many
teachable moments. Out in our
estuary, students have opportunities to learn about salt, fresh, and
brackish water ecosystems, food
chains, anatomy, biology, earth science, and chemistry. It offers many
cross-curricular opportunities as
well. When learning about the fish
in our river you can talk about the
history of the area, geology, government, and conservation laws.
When students learn about
their water resources in the field—
conservation methods, the proper
handling and release of fish, and
state regulations, make sense. And
they becomes better stewards of
their water resources as a result.
In addition to the enhanced
curriculum knowledge, fishing
affords children important life
skills. Patience and perseverance
are a couple of traits that come
to mind. Today’s children are so
accustomed to instant gratification with their access to smart
phones and high-speed internet. Some would say that they
are addicted to their devices
and the dopamine rush.
Studies in delayed gratification with young children show that subjects
who can delay instant
gratification, for a larger
reward, are usually more
intelligent and successful
in life. Learning to have

patience while fishing is a given as
any experience angler knows.
Being out in nature gives children a break from our fast paced
world. It gives them a chance to
unwind. And who doesn’t need
that these days?
Relaxing and slowing down
can improve a child’s observational
skills. Enjoying nature helps us to
be present in the moment. Taking
in the beautiful sights and sounds
while fishing is a great way to get
out of your head and relax. Helping
kids to let go of excess worrying
about the future or dwelling on the
past is a skill. And not being able
to let go of worry is known to hold
many adults back in life.
Children gain confidence and
feel empowered when learning new
skills such as casting or knot tieing.
Even these simple skills encourage
positive feelings of accomplishment. And additional fishing skills
continue to build their selfconfidence as they problem solve
tangled lines, gummed up equipment, or ponder what bait to use.
Socially, fishing builds lasting
relationships, encourages friendly
competition, and creates fun crossgeneration memories.
For all the reasons
above fishing derbies are a
growing component on our
Riverkeeper event list and
a big part of our Urban
Watershed Education
Program. We hope
to see you at our next
fishing event.
One of our June 5, 2022
Youth Fishing Derby winners shows off his winning catch, a beautiful
White perch.
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Better Know a Colleague

Hudson River Fishermen’s Association
Still at the Forefront of the Clean Water Act
Still going strong since 1969—and by our side since 1997
By Hugh M. Carola
Back when I started this shout-out to friends and
fellow travelers, this group was the subject of my
second column. A lot has happened since then, but
one thing remains the same: the Hudson River Fishermen’s Association (NJ Chapter) has been with us
since Captain Bill started Hackensack Riverkeeper.
A proud HRFA Life Member, Bill often credits the
club with providing him with much of the know-how
that led directly to his founding of our organization.
Before describing some of the work we’re doing
together these days, it’s worth a quick recap to see
where it began:
In 1966 a writer for Sports Illustrated, Robert
Boyle (yes, THE Robert H. Boyle for whom one of
our boats is named), got together with some out-ofwork fishermen in Garrison, New York who decided
they’d had enough of the industrial abuse of the
Hudson River. Centuries of pollution had brought
“America’s River” nearly to her knees, so the small
group formed an association which would use the
law to bring the Hudson River back to life. And to
be clear, Bob’s friends were unemployed through no
fault of their own. The fisheries that had sustained
them and their families – some for generations – had
been closed because of pollution.
Antipollution laws had existed for years, but none
had even been enforced. Bob Boyle and the HRFA
forced governments to enforce them – and kept at it,
suing one polluter after another. New HRFA chapters
got started in addition to Garrison’s: in Yonkers, Manhattan, and in the fall of 1969 – a New Jersey Chapter.

Ultimately the New York-based chapters consolidated,
formed Hudson Riverkeeper and hired John Cronin
in 1983 as the first Waterkeeper of the modern world.
With that, the Association laid the groundwork for
what has become the globe-spanning Waterkeeper
movement; while at the same time, the NJ Chapter
continued proudly bearing the name – and mission –
of the original HRFA: to “Fight for the Hudson”.
One of the most effective ways HRFA lives out
that mission is by teaching children to fish; the idea
being that when young people can better understand
and appreciate the aquatic world, the more likely they
are to grow up and become advocates for it. With that
in mind, one could say that many club members are
taking to that task hook, line, and sinker. Indeed, one
of the group’s past presidents – and perhaps its most
avid mentor – has said many times that “I’m convinced God is keeping me around so I can teach kids
to fish.”
Over the past ten years or so, we at Hackensack Riverkeeper have given our HRFA colleagues
ample opportunities to do just that. Club officers and
members have conducted fishing derbies at Pirates
of the Hackensack, Youth Fishing Challenge, and the
Oradell Reservoir Challenge. In addition, they have
been instrumental in making our Urban Watershed
Education Program such a long-term success. For all
that work – and for so much more – my coworkers
and I thank them for everything and look forward to
joining them again at the water’s edge.
For more information about the HRFA, its mission and events, go to https://thehrfa.org.

(l to r) Wayne, Linda, Marius, and Kevin – members of HRFA and our favorite
partners when it come to fishing derbies.

HRFA president, Aram and HRI’s Jodi
award prizes to our derby winners.
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Racers get ready for the 5 & 10 K races to begin on Oradell Reservoir.

EarthFest, Res Challenge, Lake Deforest
If you missed any one of them this year, we hope to see you next time!

Reservoir Paddling Series

Each year since 2008, Hackensack Riverkeeper has partnered with
Veolia Water to host our Reservoir Paddle Series. These events allow
community members an opportunity, once-a-year, to enjoy the waters
of otherwise restricted reservoirs within our watershed. Participants are
awarded an incredible opportunity to become intimate with the landscape of
Oradell Reservoir, Lake Tappan, and Lake DeForest. Each body of water
has a unique personality, but their beauty is one thing they share in common.
This year marks the first time we’ve held our full Reservoir Paddle Series in
just over two years! At this point in the summer, we’ve hosted Reservoir Challenge in Haworth on Oradell Reservoir and Lake DeForest Day in Clarkstown,
New York with Lake Tappan Day still to come on August 6. If you missed any
one of them this year, we hope to see you lakeside in 2023!
Reservoir Challenge - Saturday, June 4
We kicked off our Reservoir Paddling Series on
June 4 at Oradell Reservoir, where paddlers enjoyed
a day of rivalry and leisure. There was nothing but
sun and blue skies throughout the entire event, and no
shortage of smiling faces! Competitors raced in a 5K,
10K, and a Corporate Challenge in the morning, and
we offered an open paddle for afternoon participants
looking to take the scenery at their own pace.
Simultaneously to the paddling, we partnered with
Ramsey Outdoor Stores and offered a fishing tournament for kids hoping to catch and release largemouth
bass, white perch, crappie, and bluegill. Lunch was
served courtesy of Inserra Shoprite, and our good

Thank you to all our safety
crew volunteers, On land and
water, in kayak and municipal safety boats, we cannot
run with out them.

friends from Brookwood Brothers Band provided live
music throughout the event, setting the perfect tone to
complement the good vibes throughout the day!
Congratulations to all the race winners and participants and a special thank you to all our sponsors
for helping ensure our Reservoir Challenge was a
success! In addition, we wish to express our gratitude
to Haworth Volunteer Ambulance, Emerson Volunteer
Ambulance, Haworth Volunteer Fire Department,
Emerson Volunteer Fire Department, New Milford
Volunteer Fire Department, and Haworth Police for
doing an excellent job keeping eyes on the water
throughout the day and ensuring everyone’s safety!

Paddling on
the reservoir is
only allowed
once a year on
this sanctioned
event.

Congratulations to the Team Veolia
winners of the Corporate Cup Challenge.

The three fishing derby winners with HRI
and Ramsey Outdoors staff at the Oradell
Reservoir fishing gate.
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leisure paddles for the remainder of the day, allowing
community members to get out and explore the lake.
Most people returned after their session conversing
about the herons, egrets, Bald Eagles they had seen.
One participant even noticed a family of deer swimming toward a remote island within the reservoir!
The key phrase as participants returned to shore was,
THAT WAS AWESOME!
We’d like to thank our good friends at Keep
Rockland Beautiful and Veolia Water NY for partnering on this incredible day in the north! Keep an eye
out for next year’s Lake DeForest Day, folks, because
it is truly a memorable experience on the water!
LDF photos © Mary J. D’Urso

Lake DeForest Day - Saturday, June 25
After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, we
finally had the opportunity to partner with our good
friends in Rockland County, New York, for Lake
DeForest Day! More than 100 kayakers came out
to paddle on Lake DeForest reservoir, and 50 walkers traversed the Freedom Causeway as part of a 5K
Family Walk/Run. Once again, we lucked out with
near-perfect weather, a bit hot, but nothing a quick
cruise on the open water couldn’t fix!
We kicked off the event with an early morning
supervisor’s race to which the Town of Stony Point’s
Supervisor, Jim Monaghan, claimed victory! Shortly
after the competition, we opened the waters up to
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Paddlers taking in the beauty of the lake
from our kayak. Lake DeForest is off limits
to paddlers with the exception of this oncea-year sanctioned Paddle Day.
HRI paddle staff, John Sailer, launches excited
paddlers into Lake DeForest.

EarthFest Overpeck - Sunday, May 15
After a 2 year hiatus, we were back at the Amphitheatre at Overpeck County Park, in Ridgefield Park,
for our green festival. Our return was extra special
as we celebrated a trifecta of anniversaries: our 25th,
Bergen County Park’s 75th, and the Clean Water
Act’s 50th!
We had 30 green vendors, food trucks, educational games, and free paddling at our Overpeck Paddling
Center. Entertainment was provided by Bash the
Trash, Mad Scientist, and Field Station: The Dinosaur
Troubadour. Ramsey Outdoor and East Jersey Trout
Unlimited hosted a kid friendly fishing derby. The
Batcave at The Wildlife Conservation Center returned
with their amazing presentation of bats and reptiles.

Thank You to our Sponsors

Jim Monaghan was this year’s winner of the
Lake DeForest Supervisor’s Cup.

In attendance to help us
celebrate were Bergen County
Commissioners Tracy Silna Zur,
Mary J. Amoroso, and Germaine. M. Ortiz, who presented Capt. Bill with a Certificate of Appreciation.
As always, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to
our sponsors and volunteers, without whom this
event would not be possible. And we look forward to
seeing you all again next spring!
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WSB 2022: A Tough Day For Your RiverCreepers
The birds were in short supply, but the generosity of our supporters wasn’t
By Hugh M. Carola
This year marked Hackensack Riverkeeper’s 23rd
participation in NJ Audubon’s World Series of Birding
(WSB). Audubon billed this year’s WSB as a return
to (almost) normal with old school rules back in force
along with some new twists adopted to attract more
teams to the competition. By all accounts their strategy
worked; in terms of participants, the 2022 WSB was
the biggest and best ever. The only problem – for our
team at least – was that many birds hadn’t gotten the
memo. Once again the “magic mix” of lingering winter
birds and lots of sprig migrants eluded us.
You may recall that late April and early May were
unseasonably cool with many days of strong northwest winds; winds that hinder and impede northbound migration of warblers and other neotropical
species. Add to that the fact that the ever-hoped for
“lingering winter birds” did not linger and instead
made their way north and out of our WSB territory
despite the prevailing weather conditions. May 14
was a tough day, to say the least.
Bottom line: we finished with a hard-fought list of
107 species – our lowest score in a long time. Due to
conditions, both the species count and bird numbers,
in general, were way down. For example, we saw
just one Semipalmated Plover and one Semipalmated
Sandpiper the entire day. Normally we see flocks
of hundreds, if not thousands of them. Of the “Big
Three”, we listed only thirteen warblers, ten shorebirds, and nine waterfowl species. And we missed
Black-throated Blue Warbler for the first time. But
there were bright spots, too: we listed Arctic Tern and
Purple Sandpiper for the first time and Great Cormorant after a two-decade-long absence.

And by “we” I mean your 2022 RiverCreepers of
course. Dave Kaplan and my son Dan Carola were
the heart, soul & brains of the team and I thank them
for their expertise and willingness to give of their
valuable family time. So, thanks also to Lisa, Natalie,
and all the kids, especially my grandchildren Abigail
and Aaron for THEIR time, too. ‘Creeper Ray Duffy
provided valuable pre-WSB scouting but was unable
to join us on the day itself. Still, the four of us are
hoping to “get the band back together” next year.
Our thanks go out to our Level One sponsor
Shop Rite Supermarkets and their Corporate Social
Responsibility team of Manager Robert Zuehlke and
Administrator Steve Hildner. Those guys are the best.
And extra special thanks are to Jasmine DeSimone at
Veolia Water NJ and Terry Doss at the NJSEA; who
once again secured for us access to three of the most
productive bird habitats in our region: Lake Tappan
and Oradell Reservoir in the upper watershed; and
Harrier Meadow in the Meadowlands.
Of course, the highest praise goes to our team
of supporters who, thanks to their generous WSB
pledges and donations, helped us once again raise
over $10,000 to support the ongoing work of Hackensack Riverkeeper – including funding our Utzinger
Vellekamp Scholarship. Regardless of the per-species
pledge or size of the donation, we appreciate every
single one and our heartfelt thanks to every individual
and family who stepped up for us. Thank you all!
As of my writing this, we were closing in on
$11K so if you were thinking about making a WSB
donation you still can at: www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/wsb/. You too can be a ‘Creeper.
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NJ Audubon Society’s

39th Annual World Series of Birding
May 14, 2022
OFFICIAL RESULTS Hackensack

Brant
Canada Goose
Mute Swan
Gadwall
American Black Duck
Mallard
Northern Shoveler
Greater Scaup
Ruddy Duck
Wild Turkey
Red-throated Loon
Great Cormorant **
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Yellow-crowned NightHeron
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
American Oystercatcher
Killdeer
Semipalmated Plover
Purple Sandpiper *
Spotted Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Least Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Short-billed Dowitcher
Laughing Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Arctic Tern *

RiverCreepers: NJ Watershed Mgmt. Area 5 • Tally: 107 species

Arctic Tern

Forster’s Tern
Rock Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Chimney Swift
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Peregrine Falcon
Monk Parakeet
Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Common Raven
Northern Rough-winged
Swallow
Tree Swallow
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Marsh Wren
Carolina Wren
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Veery
Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Ovenbird
Worm-eating Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
American Redstart
Northern Parula
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Pine Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Green
Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Boat-tailed Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole

Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
Indigo Bunting
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
TOTAL: 107 species

The Good News
* First-timers!
Purple Sandpiper
Arctic Tern
**Second-timer!
Great Cormorant
*2000-2022 cumulative
list now stands at 197
species!

The Bad News

Only:
9 waterfowl
4 raptors
10 shorebirds
10 sparrows/allies &
13 warbler species!
1st time missing***
Black-throated Blue
Warbler
The 2022 RiverCreepers:
• Daniel Carola
• David Kaplan
• Hugh Carola,
team captain
Hackensack RIVERKEEPER
Next WSB: May 13, 2023
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Hackensack Watershed Field Notes
When I started writing this column, I didn’t think it would morph
into a kind of “At the OTHER
Helm” but it did and I’m grateful
to have a few lines in each issue
to share wildlife-related concerns.
Plus, it’s fun even if I do tend to
go on (and on). But that’s not why
I started it; this column was always meant for people like you to
submit sighting reports and share
your concerns about wildlife,
habitats, and the like. So…
In the Fall/Winter issue I’m
going to include a story about – or
possibly an interview with – a
person who engages in an activity that most folks wouldn’t think
takes place on the river and in the
Meadowlands anymore. At the risk
of spoiling the “surprise” suffice
to say that it’s an activity that’s
wildlife-related, legal, and one of
the last vestiges of what was once
a thriving industry along the river
and throughout the shared waters
of the NY-NJ Harbor estuary. I
think you’ll enjoy it –perhaps it
may inspire you as well.
Until then, let’s begin this list
with these three great Americans:
American Bittern – The species is arguably our area’s least
common heron. Still, one was
noted near Mill Creek Point Park
in Secaucus, NJ on 3/14.
American Oystercatcher –
Normally found closer to the
coast, a fortunate birder observed
one of these large, striking shorebirds at DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst, NJ on 4/24.
American Woodcock – At
dusk on 3/6, another fortunate
birder listed eight timberdoodles
calling and displaying at DeKorte.

photo © Bigstock

By Hugh M. Carola

American Oystercatcher

Arctic Tern – A true rarity in
our watershed region; nonetheless a single bird was reported at
DeKorte on 5/13 and an amazing
seventeen of them were observed
on and over Lake Tappan on 5/13.
Bald Eagle – Once again,
the lower Hackensack Watershed
hosted five nesting pairs of eagles:
in Bogota, Ridgefield Park, Carlstadt, Lyndhurst, and Kearny, NJ.
Eagle sightings have so far been
made on roughly 50% of EcoCruises this season. More eagle
reports will be included – including from the upper watershed – in
our Fall/Winter issue.
Barn Owl – It does appear that
this species has made a (slight)
recovery in the Meadowlands, as
can be attested to by the presence
of a pair in Lyndhurst, NJ.
Carolina Wren – Spring
shaped up to be an excellent
season to see and hear this active
songbird, as attested to by the
many reports we received.
Caspian Tern – One, or
possibly two, of these large tern
species, was observed in mid-June
at two locations: off Mill Creek
Point and at Anderson Marsh, both
along the river in Secaucus.
Double-crested Cormorant
– No rarity to be sure BUT for
the first time since we’ve been
keeping track, the species is now

nesting along the Hackensack
River – three pairs atop the ruins
of the NY Central Railroad bridge
in Kearny, NJ.
Grasshopper Sparrow –
Always a nice rarity to list, one
was seen near Mill Creek Point in
Secaucus, NJ on 5/12.
Great Horned Owl – Two
owlets were hatched, raised, and
fledged this past spring at an undisclosed Secaucus, NJ location.
Horseshoe Crab – We’ve
known for a long time that while
good numbers of these animals
spawn along beaches at Sandy
Hook, NJ, and Jamaica Bay, NY a
few find their way further upstream and in unexpected places.
Such was the case on 6/8 when
members of the Bayonne Nature
Club came upon several dozen
spawning on the beach at Rutkowski Park – located on Newark
Bay not far from the mouth of the
Hackensack River.
Least Tern – A single tern was
seen feeding near the mouth of the
Passaic River just upstream from
Newark Bay on 6/20.
Osprey – While a final count
will be included in the Fall/Winter issue of Tidelines, the Osprey
colony in the greater Meadowlands region continues to increase
– and may well top an amazing
twenty-five pairs! In addition to
long-established nests including
in Kearny, Jersey City, Lyndhurst,
Teaneck, and more, the Lower
Passaic River in Newark-Kearny
now has three successful breeding
pairs. Between adults, fledglings,
and immatures, there are Ospreys
all over the Meadowlands. For
context, the number of breeding
pairs in 2005 was ZERO.
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Please Be Aware of Raptors in Peril
Poisoning rodents affects their predators.
Poisoned
In a past column, I wrote about
Great
rat
baits are
the dangers posed to birds of prey
Horned
affecting
our
by the indiscriminate use of rodenOwl
urban raptor
ticides. Many of us are convinced
populations.
that is the reason why Barn Owls
have been practically extirpated from
the Meadowlands in recent years.
Fortunately, action is being taken to
try and solve it. In April, conservation
groups in Bergen County and beyond
– including Hackensack Riverkeeper
– banded together to urge the County
Commissioners to pass a resolution
against the use of the worst commercial rat poisons. Local efforts are also
underway in several towns.
The ad hoc group currently
includes Bergen County Audubon,
Closter Nature Center, Friends of the
Hackensack River Greenway Through
able in providing TRT’s support to our
Teaneck, New Jersey Audubon, Paligroup’s efforts.
sades Nature Association/Greenbrook
But the news isn’t all grim. Jim
Sanctuary, The Fyke Nature Association, and The Raptor Trust, in addition recently spoke with Lisa Owens-Viani,
who led a successful drive to ban the
to Riverkeeper. Don Torino of Bergen
same poisons in California. When he
Audubon and Jim Wright of Fyke has
told her of our plans here, she replied:
taken the lead for the group.
“That’s the only way we got legislation
In the first couple months of 2022,
passed out here, by building a really
two dead Great Horned Owls were
strong coalition.”
recovered in Demarest and a dead
For more information on these
Cooper’s Hawk was found in Allendale.
poisons and the dangers, they pose to
In each case, the cause of death was
non-targeted species, check out:
determined by the New Jersey state
• saferodentcontrol.org
veterinary pathologist to be rat poison.
• raptorsarethesolution.org
Chris Soucy, Executive Director of The
Raptor Trust has also been invaluWatch this space!

6TH AUTUMN OUTDOOR CONFERENCE

Educating for Change

NOW 2 DAYS! Friday, September 30 and Saturday, October 1, 2022
Alliance for New Jersey
Environmental Education

For more information, visit
www.ANJEE.org

The Alliance for NJ Environmental Education (ANJEE) is excited to present our sixth annual Autumn Outdoor Conference for formal and non-formal educators at Duke Farms, a leader in environmental stewardship that inspires
visitors to become informed stewards of the land.
This year’s conference will be entirely outdoors with recommended safety guidelines in place to protect participants.
We will only be offering 125 in-person tickets (75% of our average turnout). After the event reaches capacity,
you are encouraged to sign-up on the wait list and will be notified if additional spaces become available.

Duke Farms, 1112 Duke Parkway West, Hillsborough, NJ 08844

photo © Bigstock

Peregrine Falcon – We’re
happy to report that “Big Mama &
Mr. Mister” raised a pair of chicks
in their Route 3 nest box this
season! Another pair fledged two
chicks from their nest on Laurel
Hill. We’ve also been observing
a single female on the CarlstadtRidgefield NJ Turnpike bridge this
season, possibly a subadult claiming a future nesting site.
Tennessee Warbler – Once
again a colleague in Hillsdale,
NJ reported multiple springtime
sightings in his yard, including
four individuals on 5/18.
White-fronted Goose – With
sightings slowly increasing within
our watershed region, a single goose
was observed on 3/5 at Rockland
Lake in Valley Cottage, NY with of
a flock of Canada geese.
White-tailed deer – Yes,
I have a new “You saw a deer
WHERE?” report, this time on
6/23 from River Barge Park in
Carlstadt – a place where there is
virtually no ideal dear habitat.
Thanks to our contributors
Anonymous, Julio Bichao, Daniel
Carola, Ray Duffy, Bill Getreuer,
Patricia Hilliard, Brian Kenney,
Jimmy Macaluso, Mark Kantrowitz, Mike Kulowski, Doug Morel,
Mike Panos, Don Riepe, Larry S.,
Bill Sheehan, Chris Takacs, and
Tyler Tierney.
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Volunteer

Corner
By Tyler Tierney

We kicked off our 2022 River Cleanup season in
early April, and volunteers hit the ground running the
second it launched. Since then, we’ve hosted
thirteen events with the public, corporate sponsors,
schools, and nonprofit organizations. Each event is
unique in its own right, but the core value of coming
together for the greater good of our local waterways
lies at the heart of each cleanup.
I want to express my sincere gratitude by thanking everyone who’s supported our River Cleanup
Program this spring. Without your help, nearly

7,000 pounds of litter would still be drifting through
the Hackensack River, slowly drifting downstream
to the Atlantic Ocean! Special shout-outs to Keep
Rockland Beautiful, Veolia Water, Bergen LEADS,
Camerican, SodaStream, Inserra ShopRite, Fair
Lawn Jewish Center, Jewish Community Center
of Paramus, Temple Beth Sholom, Temple Israel,
Calvin Klein, Pascack Valley Regional High School,
Samsung, Wayne Hills High School, Wallenius Wilhelmsen, UNIQLO USA, HCIA, and Bergen County
Clean Communities!

April 9, 2022: Lake DeForest, Clarkstown, NY

Over 50 amazing volunteers were on-site, cleaning the
reservoir from all angles. We even deployed a couple of our
canoes and had some volunteers clean the east side of the
lake, which was otherwise inaccessible. Some quirky items

photo © Mary J. D’Urso

For our first cleanup of 2022, we partnered with Keep Rockland Beautiful, Inc. and Veolia Water New York for the annual
Lake DeForest Reservoir Cleanup in Clarkstown, New York. We
made up for lost time after a two-year pandemic hiatus!

volunteers collected included a safe, a television, and, ironically, a no-dumping sign!

April 19, 2022: Overpeck County Park
Palisades Park, NJ, Bergen LEADS
It was a cold, windy day in April when fifteen Bergen LEADs members volunteered to remove trash from Overpeck Creek. Although the
weather wasn’t ideal, the team had a great time learning about their
local watershed and worked with great effort to remove single-use
plastic trapped in the phragmites near the banks of Overpeck Creek.
They cleaned for two hours and recovered 131 pounds of trash from
the shoreline!

April 20, 2022: Staib Park, Hackensack NJ
Camerican International
We had a great time partnering with a small but mighty group from Camerican
International in early spring. We decided to clean together along Coles Brook
in Staib Park, which unfortunately runs parallel to Route 4 in Hackensack.
Because it’s a heavily trafficked road with businesses on top of one another,
improperly discarded litter finds its way down the hill and into this peaceful
stream. Luckily, the group was up for the challenge and worked steadily for
three hours, collecting seven full 45-gallon bags of trash weighing 158 pounds!
All photos in Volunteer Corner © HRI Tyler Tierney unless otherwise noted.
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Earth Day 2022

April 22, 2022: Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus, NJ
For the second Earth Day in a row, our good friends from SodaStream USA volunteered to help protect the Meadowlands
by cleaning up along the banks & surrounding parkland of
Laurel Hill Park. 65 employees showed up that sunny morning
and worked with all their might to retrieve pollution from the

SodaStream USA
Hackensack River. Some volunteers went so far as to drive
over to County Road 657 to intercept litter before it enters
the Hack! All told, this incredible group recovered 26 bags of
trash that weighed in at 945 pounds!

April 23, 2022: Hackensack River Walkway
Hackensack, NJ, Inserra ShopRite
As part of our Earth Week initiative, Inserra Shop Rite employees helped clean the walkway behind their store in Hackensack. The walkway lies between the Route 80 and Route 46
crossings and passes behind a large strip mall, likely contributing to the amount of trash there. This incredible group
worked for two hours and retrieved 21 bags of litter weighing
450 pounds! On top of the plastic collected, they also pulled
two highway cones and a Christmas tree from the river.

April 24, 2022: Fair Lawn Boat Basin
Fair Lawn, NJ
On Sunday, April 24, we teamed up with Fair Lawn Jewish
Center, Jewish Community Center of Paramus, Temple Beth
Sholom, and Temple Israel & Jewish Community Center for
an afternoon of giving back to Mother Nature. These four
congregations united to help remove non-point source pollution from the Passaic River in Fair Lawn. Each member
worked tirelessly throughout the cleanup, and their efforts
resulted in removing 575 pounds of litter and trash! It was a
gratifying day for all involved, and we were very thankful for
everyone’s determination to help Hackensack’s sister river!

April 29, 2022: Overpeck County Park, Leonia NJ
As part of EarthShare NJ Green Day Challenge, we partnered
with Calvin Klein for a trash cleanup of Overpeck Creek. A
team of 16 employees from this well-known fashion company
rolled up their sleeves and worked for three straight hours
to retrieve litter from Overpeck Creek. They collected along
the shoreline to Moore Creek and recovered 394 pounds of
trash from the coastline. Strange items recovered included a
plastic bin, plastic siding, and a mini-fridge!

Calvin Klein
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April 30, 2022: Skeetkill Creek Marsh, Ridgefield
Michele Gillies’ Birthday Cleanup
We celebrated our super-duper volunteer, Michele Gillies on her birthday
with a trash cleanup at Skeetkill Creek Marsh! Over 50 community
members showed up to help remove debris from this remote preservation located in the industrial warehouse section of Ridgefield.
This impressive group cleaned nonstop for
three hours, and their efforts resulted in
collecting 52 full-contractor bags totaling
1,002 pounds! Volunteers also removed
three tires, insulation material, a fire
extinguisher, and a very awesome statue
that Brenden salvaged for decoration!

May 1, 2022: Van Buskirk Island, New Milford, NJ

Pascack Valley Regional High School

Back in May, our super volunteer, Evan, organized a river
cleanup with his classmates from Pascack Valley Regional
High School District. Evan recruited 30 of his lacrosse
teammates to help retrieve non-point source pollution
from the Hackensack River near Van Buskirk Island. Each
volunteer showed up ready to tend to the environment,
and their hard work resulted in removing 13 bags of litter
weighing a total of 184 pounds!
This project was a noble undertaking, and it’s encouraging to see today’s youth taking a stand on pollution issues
here in our watershed. Great work, everyone!

May 22 & May 23, 2022: Oradell Reservoir,
Haworth, NJ Wayne Hills High School
Students from Wayne Hills High School took cleanups to
a whole new level this spring, creating a friendly competition out of a two-day event. To accommodate their
schedules, the students split this volunteer activity into
two days and made an “all in good fun” wager on which
group would collect the most trash; the Saturday team or
the Sunday. Both groups did an outstanding job, but the
Sunday crew won the bet with a pile that weighed in at
384 lbs! Saturday’s group wasn’t too far behind,
with their haul weighing 317 lbs.
All told, these incredible students collected
701 pounds of trash that posed a tremendous threat to local wildlife and the quality
of drinking water within the reservoir. Way
to go, everyone!
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June 8, 2022: Woodcliff Lake Reservoir
Hillsdale, NJ Wallenius Wilhelmsen
The majority of our river cleanups are somewhat straightforward. Volunteers get their supplies and venture towards
the river collecting debris as they explore the surroundings.
However, these events pose an unusual challenge to the
volunteers every so often. Such was the case during Wallenius Wilhelmson's event at Woodcliff Lake. An astonishing
quantity of floating debris built up in the lake's southeastern
corner, and the group devised a unique plan.

June 29, 2022: Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus NJ

They launched three canoes to push debris towards the
shoreline while the rest of the group used nets to scoop the
litter. After collecting the large items, they utilized rakes
to churn the water, separating organic debris from smaller
plastic items. After three hours, they recovered 23 contractor
bags of waste from the reservoir!

UNIQLO USA

The Hudson County Division of Parks crew does outstanding work maintaining
Laurel Hill Park, keeping it free from litter daily. Because they do such an excellent job, we often have to utilize our fleet of canoes to seek trash out in out-of-site
places. Near the end of June, 24 employees from UNIQLO USA did just that and
helped clear the park of 435 pounds of debris working from the land and the river.
Volunteers worked for two hours straight, clearing non-point source pollution from hard-to-reach
places along the coast of Secaucus. Most of the
trash collected was out of sight from the public eye,
but just cause you can’t see it doesn’t mean it isn’t
posing a costly threat to our environment!

4th of July Parade, Village of Ridgefield Park
Special thank you to the Village of Ridgefield Park for inviting us to march in their 128th Fourth of July Parade this
year! Participating in this celebration of our independence
is always memorable for our organization, and we were delighted to walk the route greeting all the enthusiastic parade
spectators. We’d also like to extend a special thank you to
our super volunteer/Ridgefield Park hometown girl, Veronica
Leone, for proudly holding our banner alongside our Outreach
Coordinator, Tyler Tierney! And of course a shout out to our
trusty Van-na White—Cleanup vehicle extraordinare.
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Ambassador Corner

Learning to Identify Our Bugs and More!
WMA-5 Ambassador taught kids and adults about
the importance of our stream life.
Hello Tidelines Readers,
Carissa here with a final goodbye as your 20212022 WMA 5 Watershed Ambassador. These past ten
months have been an impactful experience and I feel
so fortunate to have been able to serve here in Watershed Management Area 5. I wish to thank all those
who I have been lucky enough to serve alongside:
including my fellow ambassadors, Hackensack Riverkeeper, Liberty State Park Interpretive Center Staff,
and Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey. This experience
was possible because of the AmeriCorps program and
the NJ Department of Environmental Protection. I
have learned so much about all of the watersheds in
New Jersey through the unwavering support of everyone with whom I worked this year.
At the start of my term, I was concerned that my
scope of knowledge about New Jersey might hinder
my ability to succeed.... I’m from out-of-state. Still,
I was determined and begin my Term of Service with
enthusiasm and the goals to teach students how to
preserve our natural spaces while also getting them
outside as much as possible – and to have lots of fun
as well. It was amazing to see so many kids (and
adults, too) transform their opinions on macroinvertebrates from “gross bugs” to boasting with pride when
they could locate and correctly identify them during
Stream Assessments and Stewardship Training.
As I reflect on my year, I am immensely proud
that I helped educate over 1,100 students and adults
with seventy presentations, four clean-ups, six
invasive species removals, multiple environmental
stewardship trainings, and the installation of a new
pollinator garden at Liberty State Park. In addition,
I was able to conduct over thirty stream assessments
within Watershed Management Areas 4, 5, and 6.—
all possible with the support of my fellow Ambassadors Ashlee Smith from WMA 4, and Sydney Abraham from WMA 6. With their help and partnership,
we were able to reach more individuals and teach
each other new skills along the way.
Initially, my career path was more focused on my
legal experience rather than my science background.
With the changes in my life and in the world—I am
glad that my path led to a role as an Ambassador.
With my Term of Service now over I am excited to

(l) Carissa at a stream assessment.
(r) Carissa with Nutley Troop 2 Girl Scouts.

move forward in my professional career and to utilize
my new skills to preserve our watershed – and all
watersheds – in any capacity that I can.
I look forward to continuing the trend of learning
beyond my term and joining the rest of you out in the
field again soon!
With great appreciation,
Carissa

Freedom Bank proudly supports the

Hackensack Riverkeeper
as it works to provide environmental advocacy,
education and conservative programs
to the local community.

201-599-3000
www.freedombanknj.com
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Meet our 2022 Utzinger-Vellekamp Scholar:
Ms. Ashley Park
Princeton-bound Bergen Tech grad has stellar environmental bone-fides
By Hugh M. Carola
Suffice it to say that almost every student who’s
ever applied for our annual scholarship award had
stellar, or near-stellar grades. And almost all of them
provided us with insightful essays that neatly encapsulated their care and concern/s for the future of our
planet. But, in every instance I can recall, what set
the winners apart from their fellow applicants was
what they did outside the classroom and the positive
actions they took based on their concerns. With that
in mind, I fully expected to go through pretty much
the same process as before; or at least I did until I
read Ashley Park’s application.
I do not have enough space available in this
newsletter to fully describe Ms. Park’s extensive list
of environmental accomplishments. Her application
packet included two and a half pages describing such
things as founding CREATIVE BERGEN YOUTH
to empower young environmental advocates through
art, starting the online magazine Generation Green,
serving as president of Bergen Tech’s Environmental

Extraordinary Service from
Extraordinary Realtors
Office: 201-881-7900
Fax: 201-881-7917
www.VikkiHealey.com
25 West Pleasant Avenue, Maywood

Ashley Park with Captain Hugh

Protection Initiative, and serving on the Wyckoff Environmental Commission. Ashley also listed eleven
public speaking engagements and a pair of internships, including one with our longtime colleagues
at Food and Water Watch. And that wasn’t half of it.
Grades? Her transcript has more A-pluses than As.
And nothing lower.
Ashley is also only the second scholarship recipient to reside outside of our watershed, but who
graduated from a high school within it (FYI, Bergen
Tech’s Teterboro campus is also in the Meadowlands
District). The other winner graduated from Bergen
Academies’ Hackensack campus, located on the
banks of the river. In all, graduating seniors at sixtysix high schools are eligible to apply for the award,
named in honor of the late Founding Trustees Margaret Utzinger and Ronald Vellekamp.
Our 2022 Utzinger-Vellekamp scholar is also
committed to advocacy on behalf of the people and
communities that disproportionately suffer the effects
of climate change and the burdens of pollution. Much
of her extensive extracurricular work was – as Ashley
wrote in her essay – on behalf of the “health and
safety of low-income and minority neighborhoods.”
She will take that commitment with her to Princeton University this fall as she joins the Class of 2026.
While there, she plans to earn her degree in Environmental Studies, with which she hopes to “tackle
systemic injustices and develop policies that address
climate change through intersectional perspectives.”
If anyone can do all that, I have to believe that Ashley
Park is that person. Remember her name.
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HRI Turns 25!
Continued from page 1

beg your indulgence one last time
about how I started as a volunteer
with NY/NJ Baykeeper in 1991
under the mentorship of then-Baykeeper Any Willner. It was he and
his staff who introduced me to the
Waterkeeper Movement. Not only
did they give me the means to effectively counter those who would
fill nearly every marsh in the
Meadowlands and clearcut nearly
every acre of woodlands in the
Upper Watershed; they gave me
a new purpose. On June 10, 1997
Hackensack Riverkeeper was
born – the eighteenth Waterkeeper
program in the world. Not bad for
a kid from Union City, eh?
The paperwork and schmoozing were the easy bits; putting
together our first board, raising money, getting to know the
players (friends and foes), raising money, finding office space,

raising money (Did I mention
raising money?) were the hardest
things about starting a nonprofit.
Fortunately, four incredible people
stepped up when they were needed
most. Founding Trustees Margaret
Utzinger, John Quinn and Ron
Vellekamp brought a wealth of
experience, passion and dedication
to the cause. Margaret contributed
the understanding that we needed
to operate like a business; John literally grew up in the “swamps of
Jersey” and knew them intimately;
and Ron taught us how environmental education could be one of
the best tools of advocacy. Once
grant writer Mary Arnold began
writing winning proposals left and
right, Hackensack Riverkeeper
was on the way.
Two years later, we had an
office in Becton Hall at Fairleigh
Dickinson University. During
those salad days at the dawn of the
21st Century, I built up the board
and hired our first staffers. We

also attracted volunteers from the
university and watershed communities, increasing Riverkeeper’s
effectiveness and visibility. By
2002 we were five people working
in a space designed for one. THAT
was when a new Provost decided
we had to leave campus.
Long story short, thanks to
a fortunate series of events and
strong collegial relationships with
the Rutgers Community Law
Clinic, Victoria Foundation and
PSE&G, we landed at 231 Main
Street in Hackensack – the place
we called home before the fire
on May 18, 2020. Those eighteen years were without question
our most productive. At least so
far. During that time our greatest
legal victory (against Honeywell
International) and our greatest
conservation victories took place
(3,300 wooded acres preserved in
the Upper Watershed and 8,400
acres of wetlands and waterways
preserved in the Meadowlands).
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We also developed and grew our
award-winning environmental
education and River Cleanup programs that engage 10,000+ people
in any non-COVID year.
But make no mistake: the
work of Hackensack Riverkeeper
is far from over. In this, out Silver
Anniversary year, we continue to
deliver those programs throughout
our watershed and beyond. In July,
our Urban Watershed Education
Program was awarded a $90,000
state grant to continue serving
students from Environmental
Justice communities. Our newest
Paddling Center – at Van Buskirk
Island County Park in Oradell –
will open for business before the
2022 boating season concludes.
Redevelopment of the cleaned-up
former Honeywell site in Jersey
City will soon begin which, when
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completed, will include 25 acres
of waterfront parkland. Hackensack Riverkeeper will hold a conservation easement on all of them.
As we will on Jersey City’s new
Skyway Park. We continue calling
on the Murphy administration to
finalize the Meadowlands’ protected status. Over the past three years
we began three separate scientific
research projects: pathogen testing, PFAS testing and American
eel monitoring. Each adds to the
growing body of data that helps
guide the ongoing recovery of
your Hackensack River. And yes,
despite the delays, we will soon
cut the ribbon at our brand-new
outreach office at 206 Main Street
in Hackensack – the capital of our
watershed.
I invite you to join us on October 19 in celebration of the past

twenty-five years, in support of
our ongoing mission, and in hope
for the future. Our annual Gala at
Florentine Gardens will feature
special guest Waterkeeper Alliance President Gloria Reuben and
our 2022 honorees – the Bergen
County Utilities Authority and Attorney John McDowell. We hope
to see you there.
One last thing: as you read
these words, the Superfund listing
of the entire lower Hackensack
River is being finalized by federal
and state agencies. Needless to
say, it will take a very long time
to clean up but two things are certain: when it’s done, the Hackensack River will no longer resemble
its polluted past – and everyone
will know its story.

Wednesday, October 19, 2022
Here at Hackensack Riverkeeper we
provide award winning Education
Programs, interesting Eco-Cruises,
community enhancing Cleanup
Programs and recreational paddling
opportunities that bring 10,000+
people to our river and watershed
every year. Our dedicated staff and
volunteers are proud of the positive
changes we see as a result of years
of hard work. Come see the results for
yourself. Be part of this evolution.

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO
Management & General Expenses
Fund
Raising

7.3%

Management & Ge
Fund Raising

9.0%

Programs, Services

Programs,
Services,
Outreach

with Special Guest

Gloria Reuben

President, Waterkeeper Alliance

The Estate at Florentine Gardens • 97 Rivervale Road •

83.7%

River Vale, NJ

For more information: Gala@HackensackRiverkeeper.org or call 201-968-0808

Source: Hackensack Riverkeeper Inc. 2021 Year End Tax Filing
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Be a Friend of

Hackensack Riverkeeper

Protecting the
Public’s Right to:
• Clean, Plentiful
Drinking Water
• Public Access to
Local Waters
• Open Space Preservation
• Wildlife and Habitat
Conservation
• Safe Boating, Swimming,
Paddling, Fishing

HackensackRIVERKEEPER®
Member of

TL822

Your help is urgently needed. Hackensack Riverkeeper® operates
with assistance and contributions from concerned citizens such as
yourself. Please show your support for environmental health and
conservation within the Hackensack River Watershed by making a
donation today. HRI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your
donation is tax deductible.
Name ______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Phone # (required) (_____)_________________________________
Email ______________________________________________
_____$250 _____$100 _____$50 _____$35 $_______ (other)
_____Amex
_____Visa
_____MC
_____Discover
Card #__________________________________ V code_________
Signature: __________________________Exp. Date ___ /___ /___
____ My employer will match my gift. A form is enclosed.
____ Contact me about volunteering for Hackensack Riverkeeper®.
____ Please remove me from your mailing list.
Make checks payable to:
Hackensack Riverkeeper, PO Box 1744, South Hackensack, NJ 07606
or visit www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/donate.html to donate online.

